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By J. F. 8.

» T 17' aot until one studies the origin of art that he

bema to understand the extremely curious, and, at

first sight, absurd discussion of pcnpmluy and the
ego of the actor that has been raging over the sup
with such bitterness during the past season.

Mr. So_them has been decrying the personal note in
eriticism. “It is possible,” says he, “that if an actor’s
personality ceases to be pleasing to a critic he may allow
that to influerice him in judging of the actor’s work.
And our personality is so largely our stock in trade, you
know. That is the one regrettable featire.”

Now nothing is more dangerous than a discussion of

this subject of personality. It has assumed entirely un-
warranted importance in_the popular judgment. For
instance it is easy to think of a dozen or so 'women
players who rely entirely uq‘on their personality to carry
them, through to success, That is a case where person-
ality is divorced from the player and his art. And on
the other hand it is impossible to utterly disregard it.
It is that thing which imbues his notions and his words
with the semblance of actuality and life, It is the man

behind the mask. It softens and lends color and mlereﬂ
and verisimilitude to his work. It is as impossible to
divorce ‘the actor from his personality as from his ego.

* ok R

In the very beginning, say the psychologists, the only
function of art was that of aftracting atfention. It was
the idea of .commending self to mate, companion _and
friend and found its sole expression in song. Later on
the savage mind conceived the thought of decking out
the body with bright feathers and “palnt Jt was the
very antithesis of the autotelic or “art for art's sake”
thought that the present centiiry has talked of. It was
the impulse for self-exhibition. As it developed it pro-
duced an exaggerated self-consciousness as well as an
aloofnées and c{etacb:nent from real life that has resulted
in what we now have to term the ego of the actor,

He can't help it, He can’t get away from it. Take
for example the child who first rearns to speak a nursery
rhyme for the delectation of dinner guests. The poor
thing is praised out of all proportion to his merits. He
is made much of and, if he sticks to it, will soon come
to have an even hlghtr opinion of his "abilities himself.
When he first goes on the stage heris somewhat awed
and frightened. His performance, from the viewpoint
of the unprejudiced observer, is probably horrible. But
he is anxious to believe that he has done well. He looks
for sympathy and he gets it. Again he is praised out
of all proportion to his deserts,

This sort of thing goes on for awhile and before long
he comes to associate his work with himself, irrevocably.
It is a case of “Love me, love my dog,” only he changes
it to “Love me, love my acting.” And he doesn’t even
stop there He adds the postscript, “Hate my acting,
hate me.

Why this should be, heaven only knows. One of the
most lovable men | ever knew was a business failure. I
never felt tempted to dislike him because I didn't admire
his business judgment. [ know anmagazine writers whose
work | admire immensely bat whom I detest personally.
And by the same token 1 have met and traveled with
artists whose paintings were abortive but whose per-
sonal characters were admirable,

* * &

It seems impossible to disengage the actor from him-
uclf He lives and has I‘ns bcmg in his work. And this
in time finds its result in giving him an_insatiable taste
for commendation, ot “only self-commendation, but
publie commgn?ntmn For instance, supposing- you re-
ceived-a half column Of praise every night or once every
week, You would feel that people were at least appre-

| and wlhtich taken will be guaranteed to last at least as

clatm‘ you and wcreﬁmg their best to make you happy.

| But does the actor assume this attitude of ;ntkude?

No.Ymdeed. 5 Lol e s ot
on go down to yomur or into your -
room of about your hon -do. your work !dlh-
fully and reasofiably well and expect no efiusians of At
val. Praise is something out of the ordinary. It
¢ strawberries in winter—not fo: evegﬂy diet. "Btt
the actor accepts all the com commendation
you can pile onto him, sw m them ds though they
were his' due and sits up for more. You can rave
Balf an hour over the excellence of somcthing he has
done and he accepts it without a moment’s hesitation.
But supposing you break the monotony of this adula-
and tell the truth about his work. Heaven defend
You are a callous, cynical brute. You are trying
to ridicule the efforts of an honest man to ¢arn an honest

living. You are venting your personal s ity upon
the defenceless head of a greatly abused penon

I was told the other day: tblt oni Kﬂ’xl pt as she
read my criticisms. And what, d she think 1

did when I saw her act? Oft e two I felt that I was by
far the greater sufferer. A woman’can ery. A man has
to bear his grief in stony silence,

The same man informed me that one.ambitious young
person whom I had failed to appreciate was the support
of his mother, You see how hopelessly sentimental it
all is! I might be a millionaire in my own right—I am
not—but that fact should not count. against me. Nor
should the question of whom the actor is: supporting
affect an’ appreciation of the quality o! his Imik.

* % %

Just how to get away and keep awhy from this senti-
mental feeling is, it must be admitted, a serious problem.
It becomes a-dangerous question this May weather.
Everything conspires against the man who tries to be
calm and sensible and impartial. L'll go for a Sunday
tramp through the countryside. The minute I get be-
yond hearing of the trolley lines the forces of sentiment
begin their attack gpon me. The road to nepenthe
stretches off down the quiet hillside and through the
firs, offering its surcease to hurry, and work, and
weariness. q’he dogwood and the wild plum make of
the river bank a glory of yellow and white. The air is
sensuously fragrant with sweetbriar, with the urthy
smell of the spring woods and here and there in the
open places the winds blow an intoxicating fragrance
from the orchards.

1 follow_the noisy little stream up to its sonrce,|

where it runs through the forest glades, owcr stones and
ebbles and loses itself in a silver ﬂ?ple of sound. A
ﬁalf day of that sort of thing and I find myself loving
my enemies, possessed by a sort of frenzy of good will
and bounded by so rainbow a horizon that nothing short
of Mr. Alison playing Sherlock Holmes or Miss Kent
gamboling in%a ballet costume can bring me back to

my senses.
* & *

And yet people buk in this sea/of sentiment. They

for more of it. They are m)ntlable The actors
thmk that unless you deal in it you hate them individu-
ally. Their friends take up the cry and enlarge upon it.
Their managers look wpom ygu as one who conceives
that he has a mission to ruin their business, to decry
their efforts to turn an honest penny—I shan'tgaccuse
them of adopting the hypocrisy of art—and whi. goes
to the theatre determined not to find anything good'nor
anythmg worth while, but simply to pick flaws in the/
production that they have spent some time and con-
siderable money upon.

Can't we find some cure for it? Won't some one
please invent anti-sentiment capsules that can be handed
out with the programs as you enter the theatre door

long as does your vivid impression of the performance?
Such a one would be mankind's benefactor and we could
all afford to rise up nnd call him blessed.
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WILD WEST INDIANS
JOINED THE FRIARS

They Think the Organization
Something to Do With Cook-
ing Their Food,

therings.

‘Will there be plent

ne Bear in a gru
tain tone.

“No white squaw
Tall.

Neow York, May 2.—Chlafs Iron Tall, the red

lone Bear and Rocky Bear, who are
in the Wild Weat Indlan. camp at
Bridgeport, have been made members
of the Friars, the body of theatrical
ubmuu that parade the Great White

Baln a Friar in this case only means

The ceremony did
afterward the

elavated

“the wilderness. lf‘lbuly they were told
to come and visit the real Friare In
this. city at ons of the Friday night

‘Plenty of everything”
sWer.

“Make lots noise,”
o ) *Have tom-toms and all the rest.”

And when informed that not even
women would be
take part he grunted his

men went through a
fine sun dance to show they
above the ord

chief which had become 80 common
fn the last 30 years.

play by a writer who Is in iall awalt-
ing trial for murder. Tha captive play-
wright is Guido Casali, who three years

ago was arrested, charged with the mur-
der of a lawyer at Perugla. and who
has been awniting ever since thes con-
wnlence of Italy's somewhat tardy jus-

buflding bullt In

eat?™ asked Chief
and rather uncer-

was the an- L.allll k filled up his time with lit-
erature has prnduced a8 modarn
grunted the chief. | tragedy titled “Ananke.” The plot

is founded on his own life-story,
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m Main 1, A1122
'rmm FRIDAY, <7 RO
SATURDAY Muy 7-8-9, 190
SPECIAL PRICE MATINEE SATURDAY 1
MR. WM. A. BRADY momm

LACKAYE
““IThe Bondman”

IN HALL CAINE'S PLAY
Based on His Lih-lhnut Novel
-fmm Matinse Prices

Lower floor, first 10 ruwl..u.u
Lower floor, last 6 rows.... 100

2 and A-5360

A

Fascinating

The Gowns
Most

" Evening Prices

Lower floor, first 10 rows..$1.00
Lower -floor, last § rows, 150
$1.00, 7!& oo

....................

EVENING

2z BAKERE:
All Week Commencm; Sunil.ly Haﬁnm

One of the Season's Ru:hest and Most Beautiful Prodndiou

he

CLYDE FITCH'S GREATEST SOCIETY PLAY

May 3, 1908, Todiy

.

Climbers

Plot, Intense Situations, Elaborate Scenery and Stut
Settmgs ;

Worn by the Ladies of the Baker Company Will Be
Gorgeous and Expensive, Far Excelling Every-
thing Before Seen on the Baker Stage,

A True Picture of Rich and Lavish Display in High Sociéty.
STAGE UNDER DIRECTION OF WILLIAM DILLS

MATINEE SATURDAY
PRICES, 35¢, 356¢, 50¢. MATINEE, 15¢, 26¢

...................

NEXT

TH

DON'T

FOURTH YEAR OF SUCCESSFUL OPERATION

WEEK--The Heir to the Hoorah

Telephones

E STAR =wes

New A.1496

FORGET—TWO SHOWS EVERY EVENING
FIRST AT 7:30, SECOND AT 9:15

i Opens Saturday, May 16th

ENTIRE CHANGE OF POLICY WITH MANY NEW AND
VARIED FEATURES AND THE MOST WONDERFUL
"GAYWAY" WEST OF CHICAGO'S WHITE CITY

Tyrolean Concerts, Leaping the Chasm
in an Automobile, and the Merry
Widow Craze in Fireworks

COMING—The Band of White-and-Gold and the “Allen Curtis
Musical Comedy Company.

“THE TICKLER"—that's a corker. “THE JOHNSTOWN
FLOOD"—that’s great. “BUDDHA’S TEMPLE"—that’s a guess-
again, “ELECTRIC BASEBALL"—that's a new game. “MAID
OF MYSTERY"—that's a puzzler. “SCENIC OLD MILL"—
that's Switzerland and Columbia Gorge in one. “HUMAN INCU-
BATOR"—that's scientific. Incomparable roller rink with all new
skates.

Centodeon, rustic billiard hall, bowling, dancing, swim-

production,
INCLUDIN

BEGINNING SUNDAY MATINEE, MAY 8§,

The Armstrong Musical Comedy Company

“The Bathing Girls”

Be sure that

Mystcrious Musical Bennetts

Three Musical Bellboys

SINGING AND DANCING COMEDIANS

Offers the Musical Comody

ou do not miss the Armstrong Organization in this
“xtra large cast, special scenery and electrical effects.
G THE FOLLOWING HIGH-CLASS VAUDE.
VILLE NUMBERS:

BLACK ART MUSICAL COMEDY ¥

ming. Picnic parties and special days arranged upon application to
“the manager, D. C. Freeman.

“FIFTEEN MINUTES FROM ALDER STREET"

I2RRIRRRRR R RRRRBRDA
THEY FLERCORLEGE

the giris back ’l“hay are eighteen, One
TO GOON STAGE

Is from Pittsburg and one from Fort
s

Wayne, Indlana.
The manager of Woanderland doean't
Amherst, O., April 25.—Just now
they're dofng a vaudeville turn between

Eveni
Entire B

THREE SHOWS DAILY, 2:30, 7:30 AND 9:15 P. M.
Matinee Prices—108¢ to all Seats Excext Boxes.

Prices—Entire Loower! Floor,
alcony and Gallery, 15¢.

want hig stars to go back to Oberlin, nor
to join a mmpan{, in Cleveland. The
o
sets of ¥iews at the Wonderland mov-
ing pleture show, but they’'ve got ambl-

young singers are booming hls business.
tions for much higher things.
T 01

ha mnames theyres using are
Martingau and Fay olletta. Both
wera students In the musle conserva-
tory at Oberlin college last week. They

ﬂl!‘l away.

Spitzner Philharmonic
Society Grand Recital

May 17 at 9:45, Hollig Theatre,

MONDAY . _EVENING

MAY 11

*“Wa hope to appear in Claveland be-
fore the ?::rek lang\rr sald the girls. Orchestra of 80 Pleces.
"We've got our arlplir‘atlons in with the

Tickets 36c, for sale at Abendroth's

r-
ticularly the events that mnultoﬁ

there?™ asked Iron hia: arrest

rmitted to

company at the opera house.”
Agt-ho’rtttes at Oberlin will try to get

TURA

Jewelry Store, 3326 Washington street.

THE FAMOUS COLORA- .

SOPRANO

elight.

not u.ko onw, and

o tarm of

that ¢ special vred men have besn
charged with looking after the others,
'rm; interpreters have also joined the
oul

When it was explaiped to Iron Tall
that he was a hlur. the red man took
the news rather gingerly, e ting that
he might have to go out an lvo a life

LYRIC THEATRE

Rome, April

DUSE ACCEPTS PLAY OF
AN ACCUSED MURDERER

i8.—Nleanor Duse, the
great Itallan aotress,

COR. SEVENTH AND
ALDER STREETS

satn SR "2 1000

has aoccepted a

Week Commencing Monday Evening, May 4th
Eﬂ’

P. R. ALLEN Presents
Miss Verna Felton and the Allen Stock Com

Prices 10¢ and 20¢.

-~

In W. H. Montague's Beautiful Southerd P

UNDER THE MAGNOLIA

Maitinees Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays.

Every Evening at 8:30—Prices 10¢, 20¢ and 8“
New Moving Pictures Between the Acts—No Eong Waits.

MISS

AB

Heilig Theatre, Wednesday Evening, May 6

SECOND CONCERT

BESSIE

OTT

Direct from

Portland Symphony
Orchestra

Metropolitan Opera
House, New York City

SOLOISTS

Mrs. Walter Reed Henry Bettman

Seats on sale and subscription tickets exchanged for re-
served seats at box office Heilig theatre, May 4, 5, and 6.

Prices $2.00,

Addreas let
%ld mouey

Pﬁces 50cto $1.50' Management Edna B}. Jones

COMING

r. Walter Damrosch |

AND THE

New York Symphony Orchestra

Three Orchestral Concerts

- THE AB.MORY

chnesday E.vcnms. Iune 3; Thursday Afternoon and Lvening. Iune 4
Dmnoﬂ 17018 STEERS-—-WYNN COHAN

GRAND SONG RECITAL

 Mait-Orders Received
' MONDAY, MAY 4.

Box Office Sale Opens
FRIDAY, MAY 8.

$1.50, $1.00, 78c.

and make

HMM

WWEEK OF MAY 3
Portland's Leading Theatre

"

I MARQUAM GRAND

BEST OF DAUDBTILLE

WIEK ENDING SUNDA ¥,
Famous impersonator.

The Wheeler s, - Carmen
Blanche Sloane, Lloyd and- Whltlhﬂulq. Jean WID.M.-.

a lonf bout tl!.h aldon
thh. gl.:( B poctad Erim a mt al boxer.

THE GOLDEN GATE QU

xmuuon-.mmm cmofm _' ot

Pantages Attractions
FOR THE NEW WEEK, BROINN!N:%O;::

BIG JEFF, the Monster Bomg Kangaroo

Jeff ia & mew one, § feet




