Famous Divorce Suit in Paris
May Determine Between Mrs.

McKee and Mrs. Phipps

HQO plucked the lemon in the gar-.
Ju of love? Was it the beau-
ful young widow, Mrs. Cornelia

Tevis, wko won A.

Mrs. Lawrence C. Ph
During

McKee divm: case

nol?
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length along in Paris, this question

npuudl in that city, in New York m
and in Denvyer, Col., in each of
chapters of one of the
stories of,

raised
Pirtsburg,
which p various
most entertaining and sems

modern times have been written.

Love, hatred, jealousy, i‘r:uup, fickle

« ness, parental

tangled lives and family skeletons.
. Qut of it all stan

plishments seemed fit for the widest

netic influence. What was it?,

ERHAPS Mre, Phipps, who

dld not wed young Hart

McKes, laughed in her

sleeve at the former widow

Tevis, who did wed him, when re-

ports of the McKee divorce sult in

Parls were sent brohdcast during
tho last few months,

‘ Sensational were the charges
made in & sult that ended & dream
of love and a romance peculldrly
American in all its parts

“g§he lived to an accompani-
ment of pistol shots, indecent lit-
erature and pajamas,” declared the
French lawyer who was in charge
of the divorce procesdings instl-
tuted by Mre. McKee, In her plea
for legal separation she named
statutory reasons, as well as eru-
elty and extravagance on the part
of the petted.son of the Pittsburg
millfonaire family.

According to Mrs. McKes, her second dream of

love and happiness—the first was abruptly terminated.

by death—was most rudely dissipated by finding that
heér idol had elay feet

A laundress, brought bafore the FParls tribunal to
testify, asserted, it is sald, that her services were not
called upon for renovation of Mr. MoKee's attire as
frequently as she thowght should be the case. There
were reports of socks, for instance, continued in serv-
ice long beyond the ordinary enlistment of such hum-

ble infantry soldiers of fortuns without baviag besn

referred to a washerwgman.,

Charges and recriminations flew fast and furious
during the recent divorce suit in the French capital.
Mre. MoKee felt certain that she was sufclently ng-
grieved, and that she had every ground for separa-
tion. Cruelty on the part of the man she had en-
throned not 8¢ long ago asf¥ier king was one of the
allegations.

But all this does_not answer the 4q
plucked the lemon? One must go farther back t
answer,
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been woven
into the drama. It is o wonderful story of

o 7 most muu‘:‘n the
rcmr e power of a man, insigwificont
aj unattractive physically, to hyp-
namw, u it were, to fascinate and enthrall
at least two women whose beauty and accom-
heres,
Others are said to have fallen under his mag-
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Lydia Button, daughter of a well-known
physiclan of Allagheny City.
Thelrs was & brillilant wedding, one long to be

mance. But Cupld soon flew out the windows of
4+ the home of the young MoKees,
Mra, McKee accused her husband of being too
Attentive to young Mra, Phipps, who was not in
Colorado with her hushand. "'Can't cousins be friendly
without being gossiped about?™ was MoKes's reply.
In course of time, Mre. McKes, having gathéred

what she considered conclusive evidence, sued for 41~ .

vorce. She got It. The detalls of settlement, the evi-
dence brought Into court apd other matters conocern-
ing the action mneed not be referred to here.

In the ‘meantime, Mr. Phipps had taken advan-
tage of the divorce laws. Hb secured a legal separa-
tion from the handsome woman who had promised,
not many years before, to be his for all time and
eternity.

All this created a torrific sensation In Pittsburg,
New York and other places whers the yoling couples
were known. What will be the future of the divorced
onest was the question generally asked.

Nearly every one acquainted with conditions ex-
pected that Hart MeKes would marry Mre. Phipps.
Perhaps Mrs. Phipps thought so, too, It seemed at
one time that such would be the case.

At this time, however, young Mra. Tevis appearsd
upon the scene. Ehs had become known in two contl-
nents as the beautiful Cornelia Baxter, of Tennessee.
After belng graduated from a convent school in France
she had creatsd a sensation by appearing at the Grand
Prix, Parls, ong fine race day, and having all the Impres-
slonable young men fall at her feet

JILTED MAN HAPPILY WED

Returning to this country, she became engaged, It
was sald, to Gerald Hughes, of Denver—he was hap-
plly married to another woman a fow weesks ago, by
the “':

Before the wedding date approached, however, she
fled from the Hughes engagement and married the
wealthy Hugh Tevis, of Ban Francisco, and sailed with
him for a wedding tour around the world

A few months later, while In Japan on their
honeymoon trip, Mr. Tevis died. The young widow re-
turned to America, and, after a conventional period of
mourning, again entered soclal circles,

Then it was that she met A. Hart McKee, lately
trud of his first marital bonds.

dash handsome widow of 23, Mrs. Tevis
ﬁrompur eap ured the heart of the Pittsburg man.
er stylish her pure blonde lair, her wviolet
eyes, her G features, her poise of manner and
g:g .l:.nsrt atitire utterly hypnotiszed him, it has been

It has been stated that Colonel Baxter, father of
Mra, Tevis, never approved of young McKee. He re-
garded the Pittsburger, it is said, ns having execrable
manpers and as nturiy la klnﬁ’ in personal charm.
Indeed, it was uently as y McKee's acqualint-
anoces what was the secret of the tremendous power
over women which he was acknowledged to possess.

remembered, On the surface it was & bappy ro- »
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Rumor had it that an Interesting and hestsd o
test ensued between the divorced Mra. Phipps | 8
widow Mrs. Tevis for the snnujed heart and Q. one
discarded hand of A. Hart MoKse. it
It was even reported that the two woman '
gaged in a halr-pulling contest in & New ch '
over the object of their affections. Con
The witchery of the young widow proved mefe
tent than the charms of the young divorossa M
Teyis won, and married McKees, The couple it
Europe, where they have resided, for the ;
dince. They have made cocasional visita to B
other countries. P
All kinds of rumors bave been mized up 3
history of the couple. It has been sald, for ins
that MoKee's second wife advanced §250,000 to ena
him to settle with his first spouse at the time |
divorocs,
At any rate, the question arises, 'Who M
lemon? Was it Mrs. Tevis, who became the =ecus
Mrs. MoKeo, or Mrs. Phipps, who did not? . o

MANY ACCUSATIONS

>
Mot only did Mrs McKee, In the recent
procesdings, accuse her husband of most uniowe
proceedings-auch as threatening to shoot her 4‘
revolver—and with various Indiscretions entiraiy
vdriance with his marital voews, but with 1
all her fortune that he could lay hands um‘ 4
Only a fortnight after the marriage, Males Rs
entire charge of his wife's Income, according “?
friends, writing checks, which she signed. HS W
supposed to meet one-third of the living SxXpenses;
is sald, but he spent virtually none of hix own mi
These checks were signed by Mrs. McKee, but W
drawn by him. Often while signing & check for ;
Mrs. McKese would be in difculties for lnck of &
dollars, her friends assert, but so great Was .
of her husband that she was afrald to draw.
her own money without his knowledge and ¢
Extreme orualty wu clurm by the wife In

divores proceedings. h&hﬁ‘
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ariist n New York. she says, in tell-
Ing of the genssis of the clam-shell faces. “I tried

many kinds of wnrh in artistic lines, but met only
moderate smu in each. This did not hup the
wolf very far from !h.ondner. 1 oftén heard him growl .|
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1 returned home' I took from a
small ] um. 1 bad picked up at the n
f 4 d beauty. way of experimenty
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