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Ignorant Neglect of
Baby Atlments the
Common Curse of

Families

RE you killing your child?
It is a horrifying question—a

question  which wo, mother, no

parent, can believe would be seriously asked.

Indeed, it is a question which, in view
of all that is being done in this age by pri-
vate charity, public enterprise and general
solicitude for the well-being of the children
of the nation, would appear to be one of
sheer folly.

Yet it is at this very time that it is be-
coming most pertinent; for at this very time
physicians who are the foremost experts
specializing in private practice upon the
diseases of childreny as well as those who
are authorities in public institutions and
those holding official positions as caretakers
of the health of whole communities, all
are stirred by the suddenly recognized in-
adequacy of the care that is accorded the
child. ‘

Not health merely, but life itself is put
in peril, on the one hand by neglect that is
almost culpable, on the other by affections
almost criminally foolish.

It is an appalling arraignment,

How true are the charges—and who
are'among the guilty?,

covers, give coddling affection where

tl;q should give intell.gent over-

~_ sight; fathers force development of

the mind where it is certain injury, if not ab-
solute wreck of the body.

Communities aim for improvements where
they should correct wholesale defects; the aver-
age child, at least one prominent physician inti-
mates, receives less thorough and intelligent
eare than beasts that are reared on scientifically
man stock farms,

The most significant, if least recognized
neglect—on the part of parents as the natural
protectors of the child, of family physicians as
the paid goardians and of communities as the
general overseers—is that which dooms half the
youth of our great cities to partial blindness,
to those phases of defective vision which, while
but a fn.r of them result in total loss of sight,
so extensively and so painfnllfv reduce the hap-
piness and the productivity of a human life.

Facts which have been assembled prove that
if children are born with only partial sight;
parenthood alone seems necessary to  blind
whole cities-to the needs of the new generation.

In the New York public schools the or-
dinary city health observations show that 29%
per cent. of the pupil: need glasses, Among
420 school children of Boston, 23 per cent., had
defective sight, In the Philadeiphia publie
sthools the defective number 284 per cent.,
while 1100 pupils, under more exact observa-
tion, showed 83 per cent. of their number sub-
ject to symptoms of eye strain, such as discom-
fort, headuches and blurring of vision.

M OTHERS, the science of medicine dis-

The most careful tests of the eyes of elo-

mentary schiool children ever made were con-
ducted years ago upon 2500 Philadelphia sub-
the m ophthalmologists

dents ‘were tutod for sight, and 30.4 per cent.
were found to be defective.
London, England, 20,000 children, tested

for having only two-thirds vision or less, gave

26 Trmt. who were not up to that moderate

mar i
The number of University of Pennsylvania
students actually wearing glasses was 3415 per
eent. , showing utB:r
' .of defective. visions.
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eighty-four rea‘llyl e‘hildren in.a small ele-
mentary school, wﬁ?
pils showed defects, not one wore glisses.

In Boston, with 23 per cent. among the 490

éhildren showing defective vision, only 4%2 per

eent. M )
ighly statistical and co
no dopbt; but these figures
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twenty-seven of the pu-'

ua..

the magnificent world and is limited to a prisom,
the blurred, vague walls of which his groping
hands can often touch.

The eyeball itself degenerates, and its coat-
ngs stretch under the continual strain, The
oculists have counted these calamities of the eye
as they progress in children and students, both
here and abroad.

In Philadelphia schools, when the children
are 8% years of age, there are 427 per cent.
who are myopic; when they are 1115 years, 8.75
per cent. pay the penalty; at 14% years, 115
per cent. pay it; at 17% years, 19.38 per cent.
pay it !

In the schools of Germany, the elementary
schools have 6.7 per cent. of myopie children;
the higher girls’ schools, 7.7 per cent.; the in-
termediate schools, 10.8 per gent.; the academy
grades, 19.7 per cent.; the gymnasia, 262 per
cent.; the universities, 50.5 per cent, .

It rises steadily, remorseleasly, with the age
of the student, no matter whether the child is
in -America or in Europe; and it rises with a
steady increase in suffering,’ with a ltel in-
crease of blinding weight to the pall that
the helpless, rebellious: brain.

It has been only a month or so since the
directors of the Lone Pine School, near Wash-
ington, Pa., announced that the school, elosed
because the neighborhood wak Jiduniu with
mumps and whooping cough, w be reopened
immediately.

The parents, resenting the decision of =
health officer who found that they were taking
no precaution- whatever to quell the outbreaks
of disease, demanded that the education of their
children proceed, since childrén had to
mumps and whooping cough anyway, and .
might as well get them now as later, s e

AN EXPERT'S ADVICE

Dr. Samuel @. Dixon, health commissione® A
for the state of Pennaylvania, m&m of &' vl

earefully prepared review of the w)
topic of the neglect which children suffer, has
these vital truths to tell: | i
“Of course, I have nothing to say with re-
gard to the treatment of thu sick, whether im
childhood ot in adult life. Itis my business to '
prevent people, young and old alike, from being
sick. - :
“My advice to all psrents is to send for &
high-class medical man to teach themhow their
children should be clothed, exércised and guard-

ed against exposure to infection, and not waif, ;

until their children are sick. =

“If doctors were called in. more frequently
to teach parents how to rear their children we
would bave more of them to be taught at our
schools. We are losing thousands of them every
year because of the ig=orance of parents in re-
gard to'sanitary medicine.

“Hundreds of children are being sent to =
school who should be living an outdoor life um=
der the instruction of intelligent physicians, As &
it is, many of them will néver grow up to
use of what little education they may get.

 “Peachers and parents too often lose si
of the body and permit it to be neglected wh 2
2%7 are struggling to educate the mind, which
ill die for the want of proper physical lum

“Bome of the children I refer to are
suffering with tubereulosic and furnishing :
fection for their little companions. It is rea
pitiable to see the poor pale-faced, nervous
nourished little creatures dragging thems
the classtoom, which in many cases
crowded and poorly ventilated, and
to such children. -
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