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Back Through
the Centuries

HERE wwere eggs long before hens

had begun to lay—at least in myth.

And things were hatched from eggs

—in myth—long before fowls had developed
the maternal inskinct,

Many centuries before the firss Easter
the egg was associated in menw's minds with
certain seasons and with ho traditions.

| There are few objects about which cling such
antique myths.

In ancient mythology it was believed that
the world itself sprang from the egg. Before
Zoroaster was born the Persians presented
eggs to one another at the rime of the year

corresponding to our Easter. So did the Ro-
mans before the gods oracled of Caesar; so
did the Franks before the story of the eross
reached their forest homes.

Most ancient symbol of life, the egg re-
calls many interesting legends. The humble
hen may cackle with pride over the impor-
tance ascribed 1o her product. The Chinese
believe mar himself sprang from the egg.

Perhaps vhere is a nest in your home this
morning—eggs variegated, tinted with all the
colors of the rainbow; chicken eggs, bird eggs,
chocolate and candy eggs« Easter is the hey-
day of the egg.

o perhaps you may be interested in a
journey back to the periods when the egg
myths began.

ology. There were two forces, good and evil,
Ahriman and Ormusd; the world, they believed,
was created from a glgantlo ¢gs-

At that time—before the creatlon—theres was no
light—only an egE. The egg broke. Then, ol
lower portion of the shell changed into the earth; the
white albumen soared into the heavens and became
the sun, while the yolk becams the moon to light the
new sphere by night.

Breaking Into little pleces, the
the shell filled the sky, and countless stars twinkled.

Thus, the Perslans declared, the world was created.
At the celebration of thelr New Year they presented to
one another beautifully tinted eggs In commemoration
of the creation.

“Everything aprings
cradle,” was a proverb among
¥inns cherished a, myth similar to

A mysterious bird lald an ¢gg on
malnou, the god, who hatched it on his bosom,
Whether the god tired or fell asleep 18 not recorded,
but he let the egg fall. It broke; the lower half be-
came the earth, the upper portion heaven.

The charming islands of Hawall, the natives be-
lleve, emerged from an ogg, which a strange bird lald
upon the waters,

Man, the Chinese declare, had his origin in & colos-
sal egg. When the egg broke Pon-Koo-Wong, the
first human being, emerged.

Pon-Koo-Wong had an idea a5 to the utility of
things, so he set to work and of the egg made the

earth and heaven. With the lower half he created the
planet, and with the upper half the skies. Then he
settled down peacefully in the home prepared for hls
descendants.

ALWAYS A DELICACY

Eggs have always beéen & food for human beings.
Before the time of Adam, some sclentists assert, the

1‘ DAM and Eve dla not figure in Persian myth-

upper portion of

from the egg, it 18 the world's
the ancients. The old
that of the Perslans,
the lap of Val-

gimians regarded them with delight as the chaf-
d'oeuvre of Mother Nature, and after man, h;v.lgzkt'lrel:

of apples, learned of thelr rare delicacy, the
its evil desire to compass all knowledge, began suck-
ing eggs.

They have always been regarded htv man, and by
not a few beasts, a8 a morsel of taste ulness, and to-

d;y volumes of French cookery books are devoted to
the egEg.
When the custom of presenting began is not

eg
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definitely known. E'E
Romans in:egg-shape
baskets of eggs As
tuted in honor of Cas
forth from eggs by Leda the Swan after the v
tion of Jupiter.’

Many writers claim that the custom of using egg®
at Kaster was borrowed from the Hebrews, who used
Shera Bt their Passover feasts. It is more llkely that
the custom originated In the fourth century, when the
church prohibjted the use of eggs during forty days of

ent.

During that time, however, the hens continued to
ll.lr. 80 that by the end of Lent thers wers large quan-
titles of eggs on hand, Parents then gave the eggs to
their oﬂlldnn. and, in order to make them attractive,
By e e ta tima ¢ ploki b

Lt wias a s time ¢ game of picking eggs be~
gln. and the children had great fun trying fo see who

ad the egg of hardest'shell. Of course, it was a
rather sloppy game at first, for the contents would
run to tha ground, and often on the clothing of the
little ones. the custom of bolling them hard orig-
inated, and it has lasted to this day,

ny peculiar customs are observed In various
countries in connection with the egg. In many dls-
e O S anron, 'A3 & reward ho 1s wivan baskets
¢ ho a P are o is glv
o? bolled eggs both plain and colored. e v

In various parts of Europe th !
e ity B Badler orhne wihe” doft, SEIL
u
brightens, beautift o) wi! e s

angels h aszure wi
R A R W
are deposited in the Mo peopls balisve,

_ Sometimes, they say,

DN
b P LY

¥ e At

By W

=T

T Pt R B ol O T 3

the .

the evil one enters ths house

{ rogral ok iy = n B ey : - .
R AT e AR LA R et Lt ol TS

TN

“‘LE' 5;

| @)eyzs 2
%@aﬁ/wyfm.s.

after the angel has departed and leaves an egg con-
taining all evil. An old legend in central France |s
founded on this belief. The peasant housewives tell
the story each BEaster to thelr children to teach them
the moral of belng humble and satisfled with thelr
position,

Once upon & time, the legend runs, there lived In &
small village in France s widow and her daughter.
Jeanne was young and pure and possessed an almost
unearthly beauty. She had many suitors, but loved
none. Bhe loved her mother and her church.

One Easter morning. while returning from mass,
Jeanna was accosted by an old beggar woman, Into
the outstretched palm Jeanne slipped s coin, and was
passing on when the old woman called her back.

“Reautiful young woman,” eroaked the old dame,
#40 not disdaln a little gift. Take this egg, and
within twelve months you will be a great lady. A
handsome nobls will ask you in marriage” The face
of the old woman was hidden In her hood, In her ex-
tended hand was & red egg. “You wlill have riches,
dresses, pleasure.” Jeanne took the egg. “But on your
nuptial night,” added the crone, “break it. There wlil
be within it a nuptial gift.”

From that moment Jeanne Wwas unhappy. Bhe
dreamed of honor and wealth: she became vain and
devoted hours to caring for her beauty, She dreamed of

luxuries.

One day a knight rode into the village. He took
possession of an old castle, which had not been ten-
anted within the memory of man. He proclalmed him-
self the heir of the anclent lords, restored the castla
and furnished it magnificently. Guests arrived by the
acores, and feasts, and balls and hunting parties were
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held without Interruption. At night the castle glowed
with lights. By day laughter rang from the turrets
While riding through the viliage one day the younsg

*lord. who called himself Slre Robert de Volpiag, saw

Jeanne, Struck by her beauty, he sought her mother
and asked her in marriage. The mother wished Jeanns
to refuse, but Jeanne, burning with ambition, acoeptod.

On the nuptial night, after the feast, Jeanne and
her husband retired to thelr chamber., The hour of
twelve struck. Volplac opened his arms to caress the

bride.

“Wailt,” *I must see what the egg

she declared,

.contains.” She opened a casket, and, after telllng him

the story of the egg, took it Into her hands, It was
so hot It burnt her fAingers. She let It drop. The in-
stant It broke a hideous toad sprang from the egw,
fire spouting from its nostrils. In & moment the room
was aflame, the bride and her husband were envel-
oped In fire. The next morning where the castle had

stood there was a mass of smouldering rulns.

During the Middle Ages France was scoured for
unusually large eggs, which were brought as tribute
to the king on Easter Sunday. After mass had been
celebrated In the chapel of the Louvre, greal baskelts
of these large eggs, beautifully gllded, were brought
before the chaplain and blessed, after which the chap-
laip distributed them, In the presence of his majesty,
to the people of the court.

Colored eggs, mcording to an snclent legend, had
a strange origin. On the day after the Saviour dled a
little bird alighted outside the sepulcher and sang &
lay, sweet and plaintive. Ever afterward the bird and
its 'progeny lald wonderful egxs of rainhow hues

The custom of coloring eggs and, with eggs made
of sugar, hiding them Iin nests for the children, orig-

e

b —— . ———

——— . — ———

inated In Germany. From Germany, too, came the
quaint idea that hares lald eggs While eggs are col-
ored at BEaster the world around, the pesople of certaln
parts of Austria belleve It is an unholy custom, and
that the person who colors eggs at this season of the
year will never be married.

In the charming district of Bresse, on the western
slopes of the Alps, a pretty custom prevalls. On Eas-
ter morning & hundred eggs are scattered over a level
space In the town. A 1ad and lass come forward and

dance the “Branlee.”
If they completa the dance without breaking an
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fortune. While coloring eggs. Macedonlans "
over both cheoks, with the bellef that thelr @
ploxions will remain ruddy. o T,

A general superstition Is that one calls bad 1w
upon himself by painting a cross on an omE. O
luck Is secured If flowers are painted on m‘. '

In Italy the egg figures largely In the ce
bratlon. Willlam Jones quotes a description ¥
“Emilianne,” which is quite pleturesgue:

“In Italy the heads of a family on Easter eve
great chargers filled with bolled eggs to the che
be blessed. The priest having performed the
mony, every one earries his portion home, and :
a large table to bo set In the best room of the &
which they cover with thelr best linen, all bestrew
with flowers, and place around it a dozen dish
meal.

“"Tis a pleasant sight to see these tables set fom
in the houses of great persons, when they sxposs @
alde tables, round about the chamber, all the 17
they have In the houss, and whatever else they M v
that 1s rich and curious, In honor of their Eastes @
which by themselves make n great show, for the sbie
of them are painted with dlvers colors and gilt y

“Sometimes thera are no less than twenly
{n the same charger, neatly lald in the form
pyramid. All who come to visit at that time

c¢gg they are irrevocably afManced. The opposition of
parents cannot prevall S0 at this time lovers whose
marriage 18 opposed by parents invariably joln the

danoe.
An egg dyed scarlet at Easter time is carried

during the entire year by many Italians. They de-

olare it brings good Juck. The peasants of France at
Easter give their children a scarlet egg. which, they
say, wards off evil charms.

in the Tyrolean mountains a young woman desirous
of winning the favor of a younr man gives him a
scarliet egg. In Armenia the peopls place red on
the graves of the dead at Easter, so the apirits may
take part In the glorious resurrection.

The custom of egg rolling originated among the
tfarmers of Europe, who belléeved that the land over
which eggs were rolled at Easter would be fruitful
and vield large crops. In Scotland, many of the
Highlanders scarch for the ETKI of wild birds at
Easter: to eat them, they belleve, wlll bring good
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invited to eat an Easter egg., which they must ¥

refuse.” .
In modern life the egg of Easter has assumed 1IN
and costly proportions. Not satisfled -with the p
of the hen, we have gone to the confectioner
elty dealer. There are eggs of eandy, chocolate, Dai
board and g]“l. One gives his sweetheart her X
ift of bonbons in a pasteboard egs. And 1|

nd amusement in the egg kaleldoscope, W
find stomach ache in the twenty-pound egg

late.

Some years o the largest Easter
structed was made in BEngland. It was e
in ciroumference and held half a ton of oar
and contents cost, it was stated. no less

And just as legend created the egg and

crented of the egg before hens began WOTK
fitth day of creation so todny-—-—thmil to the con
tioner—thers are EFasler eggs of the

of the hen.
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IRLS, do you wish to know whether your

lover is truef Would you not like to

learn whether your image entirely fills

his heart, whether he loves you, sin-

cerelyt! It is easy.
On Easter morning the maiden wio eats an
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apple may learn her fate. While you eat you

must say:
“As Eve In her thirst for knowledge ate,
Bo I, too, wish to know my fate,

Then count the tseds. 1f they are of an even
li:e&l;nber-—ha is troe; if mot—look for another
oW.
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This is only one of many superstitions con-
nected wdith tEmt:ler. Oun'ohl.ls omens and beliéfs
connected wi e season have sprung duri
the ages, many of them having no mooigon wi:g
the religious side of the time. is a great
deal of interesting Easter lore that is unkngwn to
the majority of persons.

thrashing thls morning? Would you conslder
it & good omen If your husband, after break-
fast, had spplied a switch to your shoulders

ﬂﬁr?
hemia—they do strange things in Bohemia—
; thful husband mthtlflly nrﬁ::hu nie talth-
ul wife on ter morning. If he @ld not, they will
tell you, the coupie would aimost perish from &
lﬂb&l"‘ of flaas during the surmmer.

hen, imagine what you would do if, whils ¥you
e WAy 1o ehiurch, 1a your spring hest, some

u

1= triend ould
Il s Sishar ot Uoter, POut Won ¥ eyl

Hm}clN. yo married ladles, would you enjoy &

w“fll
very

Such 1s a custom of the Slavs. Jvery Slay tries
to douss his or her friend with water; if success at-
tend the effort good luck to both; if there ls fallure,
the year will be fruitless of blessings.

In Manchester, England, a curious custom prevalls,
WOI'% you in Manchester this morning you would see,
no oub wome in parties of six, walking the
streets. They are jooking for men. One comes along.
The vnm-néln}p upon him, and selze him by the arms
and legs, fting him, they throw him over their
heads, and, eatching him, repeat the performanoce.
;rhu custom brings) good luck to the city, they de-

Many such strange Easter bellefs and customs pre-
vall In parts of m:fa%pc the people arise early Easter

morning and with a pall or pitcher, to the fores
They neither talk nor look b:hlnd "h golng or ro'-'-
turning. Just as the llfat. of the sun sparkles
on the water of a running stream flll the vessel,

This water is bottled and taking
sup occaslonally the peasants ave in ooa
lyck and prosperity to thelr homes. tle on
the akin is said to give a clear

plexion.

A1 the “Gloria™ is sun
morning the mothers of
bath of cold water in whi
Petlll of flowers which ha
n the clg:hu on Good Fri &
satisfled child will not Wuike

ml.i‘hau received during the year.
turning from church on Raster
Christiany of Macedonia carry lighted
hands, believing that if the candle remains 1
they arrive at their homes thelr families Will b
plled; and they will be blessed with good %
1f the candle is extinguished, they look for thi

of a relative. The fortunate person : z
a lighted u.Fa

v ith 1t Hghts an ofl lamp Which S
before the picture of the patron saint of tgo househo
Of course, the bellef that if one Wears a DOW
on Easter he will be blessed with u 1 ..,:
in this count?. At least, the lumﬂﬂu if not om
is observed. The young folk of K Yor R r
however, make {t an act of sacred duty to wear
article of attire so as to prevent auy spoiling ¢
clothes during the year.
Great fires are bullt in the churchyards of cert
tions of Bavaria on Easter Bunday. They are
with steel and fiint. To the fire the devout cox )
walnut sticks, which they light, and, when p
sumed, take to thelr homes. ese m:m- are pl
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above the hearth with the bellef they
house from lghtning.
In many parts of England the people extl
fires on Easter day and relight them with fiint. &
believed to bring blessings and protect the Iolk iN
thunderstorms. e
A curious bellef prevails in many sec¢ '
that if one goes to the grave of a dearly

early Easter morn.h:i‘ and, kneeunt':! & ..;L
of the atte

hymn as the sun rises, the spir!
above the grave and reveal the secrets
Many pious folk believe that if they
s barefooted on Easter morning, or if th

om meat on Easter day, they will net
dmm(l the ensuing T'eu The fishemmen o
g:rd t a8 extremely unlucky to eat meal om
. e
In Albania the l;:u-l(m'. of each parish J
housea of his parishioners after mass . E

As he leaves, the people throw after
the hearth. They are then convinced

all evil away with .
WOE TO CARELESS HUSBANDS

Bhould & husband be foolish enough
other woman for his wife on ¥
clare he will become & widower
dawn. -

A {l;o bring luck to the i.o‘:' ne 8
visit every room om Easter,  SEEEC
Tuck I8 the visit for the first time GE&
a baby on ter morning. .l

To fall while ¢oul$ ,
that one will be rob
time, To see & .ar
loss of one’'s swee

Perhaps the worst
squirrel cross your

this. ;




