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Ballet Dancing Now

One of Lady Stewart-
Richardson’s Accom-

plishments

NGLAND has a brand-new scisation.

And it's all due to a daring youn

woman who has made that siaid

land of roast beef and rotundity gasp more
than once.

To the long list of her other accom-
plishments Lady Constance Stewart-Richard-
son has added ballet dancing. The ballet
wistress at Covent Garden, who has been in-
structing her, says she has a real gemius for
the art.

There are fesv men—and not a woman
—in all ‘the ranks of British nobility more
noted in sports and athletics than this lithe-
limbed daughter of the house of Mackenzie.

Champion swimmer of the L.ondon Bath
Club, she is alsc a fine shot and an experl
rider. She has ridden through the wilds of
Somaliland; has shot big game in the Rocky
mountains, alligators in Florida and wild
hogs in Texas, and her prowess is no less with
the rod, as she holds the Englisk landing
record for salmon.

Will she go upon the stage, this hand-
some daughter of one of Britain's proudest
houses? her country people are asking with
bated breath. No one knésws what the bril-
liant and versatile Lady Constance will do—
that is, no one except Lady Constance, and
she is kecping her own counsel.

ERHAPS & desire to master the art of hballet
P dancing was born In the busy brain of the then

Lady Constance Mackenzle one balmy spring

evening shortly before her marriage, when, be-
ing on a tour of Egypt, she created a declded sensation
at .a mask ball In Calro.

All the ellte of the ancient city had gathered In
Gezireh Palace, when an apparition of loveliness drew
all eyes as a magnet draws iron filings.

It was the dashing voung English woman who was
alrendy well known upon tlik streets of the cities and
the caravan routes of the deserts. Lady Constance
had elected to appear at the ball in the character of
an Egyptlan syce.

“Her costume,” stated a news dispateh at the time,
“was more beautiful than voluminous. Lady Con-
gtance, who fs hlessed with exquisite feet, had no
pcruplea in exhibiting them, with bara legs from the
knees downward, She was attended by Miss Bain-
bridge, In the costume of a dragoman.”

At any rate, the young woman scored a deoclded
fuccess and was the center of attraction throughout
the evening.

It is not the ordinary or garden variety of ballet
of thie comic opera and spectacular stage that she has
now taken up. Ehe haa gone in for the real art of the
thing, the art that made La Fontalne, Florence, Tagl-
lonl, Fannle Elssler and others famous long before
it latest convert was born,

A widespread revival of the old and ever-graceful
art of dancing has been attracting the attention of
Europe and America of late; the bast dancers are win-
ning fame and fortune here and abroad.

SOCIETY TAKES UP FAD

liven the blase soclety circles of New York have
taken up the revival with enthusinsm, and not a few
ol Its prominent young people, it s whispered, are

mastering the intricaclies of the ballet.

“There seems to be no hounds to thes length to
wiilch Lady Constance Mackengle will go in her predi-
lectlon for the unusual,” stated an English writer,
gomewhuat plaintively, half a dozen years ago.

KEven at that late date the English people had not
quite grown accustomed to being startled by the high
inks of high soclety. Ariatocratic house partkes had
10t then taken to playving “Raffles” and “burglariz-
ing"” for sport the homes of neighbors In the dead of
Eght,

“Wherever she goes" the seemingly astonlshed
writer went on, “Lady Constance now carries with her
a pet syake—a tiny creature, to be sure, but still a
snake, :

“Phiz uncanny ramlllgr she lodges in the bodice
of her dress, and upon occeasion plays with It, much
s the average woman toys with her rings, her fob
or un jewelad buekie. :

“Twlce a week Lhe snake ls fed upon fish and in-
gects by lady Constance, who, it Is said, has satisfled
hergelf that the reptile ias possegsed of more Intelli-
gence than the averpge person credits snakes with
displaying.”

she did unusual things,there was no doubt of that:
she had done them since early childhgod. And when,
four years ago, she placed a érown of orange blossoms
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upon her many and daring exploits by suddenly eon-
tracling & romantio Highland marriage with Eir Ed-
win Austin Htewart-Richardson, both her courtship
and her wedding were considerably removed from the
ordinary.

Perhaps It had not been expected that the young
woman who had cantered astride through Bomallland
and in many other astonishing but harmless ways set
ronventions at deflance would ever consent to ths
stately, more or less prim wedding usually awalting
a society debulante,

Her courtship was romantle. conducted
largely on horseback while ahw and sialwart
voung baroenat of Plifour Castle were galloping gally
over Heottish hills.

Hanns were published in the quaint little town of
Tain, In Rosshire, but as there was nobody In Talin to
Kive the news to the world at large, tha world at
large heard nothing of It until after the marrlage,
whirh was just what Lady Constanca desired.

The few persons asked to the wedding recetved
thelr Invitations by telegraph at the lust moment, and
#o suddegly was the hour of the ceremony fixed that
soms diMoulty was found In obtaining a clergyman to
ofticiate. After tha ceremony Scotllsh plpers struck
up A clan march, to the music of which the couple
drove away,

Lady Canstance Stewart-Richardson was born In
1852, m daughiter of the second earl of Cromartle, who
was a son of the late duke of Sutherland. Her father
Inherited the title from his mother, who was a Mac-
kenzle, The ttle and estates are now held by tha

It was
the

Countess of Cromsartie, elder slster of Lady Constanoe,
who enjoys an income of $200,000 a year. Eons were
born to the sisters about the same time,

Four years ago, & few months befors her rarriage,
Lady Constance Mackenzle enjoyed an extensive hunt-
ing trip through the United Btates, her prowess re-
sulting in trophles from the blg game of the Rocky
mountains, as well as the alligators of Florida and
the wild hogs of Texas,

Wherever she went she enjoyed hersalf immensely,
but nowhers, apparently, better than among the cow-
boys and rough riders of Texas, to whom her horas-
manship, no less than her skill with the rifla and re-
volver, proved a revelalon.

From the firat dhy that found her on the plalns of
southwest Texas to the evening when she hoardad a
traln for her return home she rode and hunted from
dawn to dark. Two savage wild hogs were killed by
her under elreumstanoes that would have shaken the
nerve of most maen,

Particularly viclous when at bay are ths wild hoga
of Texas—called there javelines and In tha dlotlonary
peccarles, Birong and wiry, they possess long and ex-
ceedingly sharp tusks that can do fatal executlon In
a twinkling.

When aroused they fight In a manner calculated
to caure terror, ripping and tearing savagely with the
dangerous tusks. One of them has been known to kil
or malm every one of a large pack of dogs within &
few minutes. .

It was after a long hunt that Lady Constanme cama
upon her first Javeline. She promptly set out in pur-
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sult, urging her wiry pony to a dead run. When near
enough ahe drew her revolver and fired.
The shol struck the fleeing animal, but did not

dlsable It. It was made very angry, however. Snarl-

OEBS woman's

vanity ever

wane ?

Js it a
ruling passion, strong
in death as in life?

And does it con-
trol, as Paola lLom-
broso, the ohservant
daughter of the great
Italian scientist, de-
clares, the action of
the human female
from the first baby

hour when she is able
to ereep to the look-
ing glass to the mo-
ment when, perforce,
she lays her mirror
down and breathes her
last, expiring sight

HILE residing

temporarily In

Europe, the

wife of an

Amerlean milllunaire—beautiful, amblitious, extravia-
gunt on occasion, as the wives of Amerlcan milllon-
gires are so prone to bo—expected a visit from royalty.

At A cost of $10,000 she ordered two dinner gowns,
sublime creations, Untll the festal day she could de-
lay making a cholce between the two. The gowns
came, One, rose colored, transformed her Into Eve,
the temptress;, the other, whﬂe, made her an incarna-
tlon of the angelte,

Beoth fascinated her; ahe could not lay aside either.
Her resolve wgs worthy of the discernment of Solo-
mon—or of tha vanity of the queen of Sheba,

In the middle of the dinner, while the royal eyes
were still ravished with the entrancing vision of rose,
an obedient butler, acting upon orders secretly glven,
apllled gravy In the lady's lap. There was an invol-
untary groan about the table, but the hostess smiled
the bright, unconcerned smlle of milllonalres’ wives,
made her gxcuses to sympathetle royalty, left the
room and changed her gown. Bo she was able Lo ex-
hibit both charming creations the saime vvening

In a recent article on coquetry, Signorina Lom-
broso finds the extravagant vanity, of the Amerlcan
woman—an anecdote which has, by the way, been told
of women of every nationality in every court under
nearly every reign fn Europe—different in*no essentjal
feature from that of the African savage who walked
260 miles through snake-infested jungles that she
might procure a yard or two of red cloth.

Women are nll allke, she finds, from the cradle to
the grave.

Ehe argues, too, that it Is wall they are, for the
instinct of their vanity §s Integrally part and parcel
of the race inatinot—of the unalterabls law which da-
creea that the female shall be intultively prons to
summon to her slde by her sllently eloguent charms
the male with whom she shall mate.

Anecdotal and philesophie, the distingulshed sci-
entlst's daughter did not neglect opportunities which
her father's famous Investigations brought to her at-
tentlon,

Bhe studled women In jall, the last place where
vanity might be expected to survive, for the prisons
of Milan bar out the very sight of men from the fo-
male conyicts.

Well, there the women succeeded in breaking
every regulation prohlbiting the adornment of thelr
pergon. One picked the whitewash off the walls,
chewed It and secured a powder that enabled her to
c}mlk her cheeks Into some semblance of poudre de
ris

Another contlnued habitually unruly, in » 1
she might be placed fn the punishment cglrl?c:wl:g;i
-rr:. oould sleu(li rrumltho gratings wire, from which
#he constructed a palr of corselss tha +
tightly as to make her faint, b e lsted 5o

A third soaked crimson threads,
from her prison dress, until she
ciently atrong to paint her face,

A NOVEL REWARD

At last, the governor of the prison, helpless In tha
preselice of the general Insurrection, confessed hlm-
salf vanquished, and made rather becoming tallor-
madas jail costumes the prizes of good conduct. In a
short time all the prisoners were behaving llke angoeis
and all were wearing tallor-made sults, .

They have passionate natures, over there In Italy;
and It ls posxible that the Itallan bent for heautw
might not hold good In the colder clilmate of the
United States.

But the experience of all oflcials demonstrates
that it does hold good In America to precisely the ex-
tent to which regard for appearances is dieplayed by
women outside of jall. The completely negligent
woman—and she I& of the type that frequently arrives
In jall—Is ns negligent, yutldy and unkempt In her cell
us she was In her home,

But the female prisoner who has been accustomed
to pressrve her Appearance at its best speedlly Andn
wiays and means to convert even the prosale prison
garh Into an attire the neatness and freshness of
which are In themselves an adornment, And, it may
be remarked, the worst offenders are often the most
presentabla prisoners.

Final as the prison’s verdict may seem, there are
two ultimate deeps to which a woman may coma that
represent the exitreme tests of her vanity. One Is

which ahe drew
obtalned a dye suffi-

ver Wane' ?

when she commits sulcide; the other, when she goes
mad

The testimony of coroners {s that women, as a
rule, present the characteristic of premeditation in
their sulvides. A man, despondent, caught in ths
crotch of some nipping adversity, s liable to walk yp-
stalrs and hurriedly blow out his bralns, hang him-
self or cut hils throat.

A woman is prone to think it all out studlously, to
arrangs everything as carefully as she can for the
certainty of her death and the settlement of her af-
fairs and to choose the method of sulcide which Is
least palnful and the least disfiguring.

That Is why so many eulcldes of women come to
be classed by coroners under the head of “asphyxiu-
tlon” When they take carbolic acld, it s usuully be
tuuse they are In lgnorance of the angulsh and the
unsightly scars they jncur; the woman who polsons
herself with carbolie aecid Is commonly the one who
snutches up the bottle on impulse,

But the woman who selects illuminating gas, ordi-
narily, knows perfectly well that she is golng (o puss
dreamliessly, and that she will be found in the
murning with a tinge of strangely lifelike color in
checks 0 which the tints of youth have long been
slrangers

she will often{imes dress herself In her besl, put

under her pillow & memorandum of her accounts and
spuse her very body so that the daylight will tind
it lrast, a presentable corpse.
t is only when women become Insane—when they
lose the mind that ia the seat of all Intelligent mo-
tives and emotlons—that their vanity drops awuy from
theni, like some garment that clothed them In such
loveliness as they could make adjunct to thelr sex.

Universul as 18 the regard for their uppearance

among women so long as they are sane, certaln as
ure jallers to find always somae smal] trace of womanly
preening among the most hopelesas of prisoners, ex-
protant as are coroner's deputies of encountering a
neat case” when they are called investigate a
woman’'s sulelde, the physiclans attendant fn a lunatle
asvium have thelr greatest diMculty in keeplng the
female lunslics from the most complete disregard of
dress and of the ordinary conmventions of life.

Up to the border line of Insanity. even when,
emerging from the blank abysas of sheer lunacy. the
patlent recurs to an Intelllgent conscicusness. all her
normal pride or vanlty asserts Itself. But the hour
when hér sane self |s forfeited, her self-esteem van-
ishes, so far as any trace Is discerned iu her physical
condition, '

With one exception—an Important one: That many
of the women Insape develop a manis for adornment
and a pitiful Imagination that they are, In truth,
female personages famous in history for the beauty of
thelr persons or the magnificence of their raiment.

In the intellectual death, in self-chosen physical
death, the rullng passion stays strong.
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ing and deaperats, it turned upon s i
Lady Constance leaped from  her hures &
stralght toward the angry animal, which ¥
sprang at her In a feénay of rage. I
She fred again, this tima with fatal effeat,
hefore the ugly beast was neurly -uh!..
lanok W o
Cowboyy whe had follawed and witnessed
pounter furned as white with fesr as thelr
scorsfjed chesks could do; they fully expected &8
the daring girl eipped almost into sirips by the Knlf
like tuaks of the javeline L
A little later the Intrepld Young wWoman shot .
other wild hog under almost similar elreus Y
Her new friends, fhe cowbays, now Kghly enthy
astie, loudly cheered both her courage and her alim
Diring the five days that she vemalned upon
Laureles ranch of Captaln John Todd, & veleran. al
flaman, she was busy and kept others busy during
the waking hours: for five dayas she hunted and

e -

licked to the limit of ihe physieal andurance ﬂ_'
iardensd man. s -
Almost lavel, the plain of that section s covesyl

ith prickly pear cactus, mesquite grass and thie
which hide the wild hogs Lhat stray north Irongs
«xico and Central America. It was & new experis
e for the daring Scotch girl, and she promptly b
«an the hunt
It was guld that the cowboys, accustomaed to sy
the greater number of their waking hours In the
e able to malntain the pace set by the
voung woman from over the sea, who galloped hin
through the brush all day.

“CUT OUT” CATTLE

srtertninments provided for her 't

1 ug #ie placed harself at the h
cowhoys, Liled themselves ovaer th
Lhere were 4000 head

were saurcel

and there

One of the
improvised "1
of the
plains to the pasiores
graded cattle

About one hundred of the lot were “cut out®
[.ady Constance and b The Scotoch givEY
soon “roped” the pirk of the lot and threw him, DUt
In knowledge of thil

d all

whele

ompanions

had not progressed sufMeolently
work to "hog tle” hi

When the party returned to the ranch house
Constance dellghted the crowd by sn exhibitiom
mounting and dismounting Standng e¢n (he Ero

with her left hand on the pommel of the saddle, ali
would vault into the t, and at times throw be 5
clear over the horse

Iiljrlﬁg her hunting trips Lady Constance u
wore the costume of o man, or, at least, one ¥
similar. At other times shwe wore Kilts—her fave
costume, by the way--a sweater, with a handkere f
uround her neck and a belt stocked with pistols i
vlg was topped with a broad-brimmed felt hat, whi
nigh top boots completed the attire,

In nddltian to hunting wlld hogs ahe engaged
lively wolf hunt and went on a successful fishing
Her greatest amyusement seemad to be derlved from
tending several eountry dances,

All Iin all, she made a great hit with the apprech

« tive Texans. “SBhe ought to have been a man' H
marked an anthuslastle cow puncher, “For a wom
she beats them all. For riding and shooting she
the best I've ever seen.” A

(eneral attention was attracted to this you
woman's athletlc abllitles when, acarcely out of
teens, she carrled off the Ladles' Challenge Shleld
the London swimming contests. . 3

SEhe wuas consplcuous from Lhe first among ot

meu

Fer Favorile Cosrtume

contestants because of her swimming costume "
bright green, with fartan trimmings, adopted In
of her Scottish connections. This costume, reminises
of the Highlands, was destined.to flash in front of
competitors,

When the next year's contest came on and i ¥
announced that Lady Constance would agalp
the lisis—or water—more Interest was aroused th
a long time. The cream of English soclety was Pl
ent, and there were many ladles with pround
among the spectators. A London sporting mag
of the day, in describing the contests, sald: {

“On one of the hottest of hot days no mOTe
tractive of entertalnments could well be im
than the annual swimming competition glven
Hath Club, In which the lady members compe
the Challenge Shield. The tastefu]l clubrooms
on Berkeley street and the green gardens were
lesg pleasant than the bath Itself, hung with
of ferns and creepers and with only a stray
to lighten the cool depths of the water,

' DID MANY FANCY FEATS |

“The greatest interest of the morning nts
perhaps, on the swimming and diving of )

stance Mackenzie, who won the shield last yong
who certainly proved worthy of helding 3
YEar. "
“The competition consists of swimming two
of the bath, or fifty yards;, motlonkess flosting:
swimmihg and diving from springboard and
G-foot and 10-foot boards. +
“Besldes Lady Constange, Miss Verg D Y
Florence Chaplin, Miss Hice Miller
Bovill entered. The shield was aw
and out of a maximum of 2§ Lady €g
'!cuenzta secured 27, Miss Dawnay 24, and

" rPhe fancy swimming was much

athong the movements splécted by Hha i
were swimming under waler, l!tlll&
“To swim below the surface Appe

ing for Lady Constance. and laler ong
structress and her pupils gave & OO
of skill, she a1|.ln performed under
in shadow swiniming, when oOne ¥
time with another directly above

:halg:?w Inr t.l‘a'o clear h:ltor;fA : -",.
20 © L) ract
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