HERE is scarcely a dwelling built

these days that lacks the plate rack

\ in its dining room. And there is
Scarcely a buyer or a tenant who moves in
that fails to fill up the rack with postery of
some kind, from blue plates to beer steins.
It is the modern evidence of the sur-
vival of the tiste for fine china and por-
~celain, which has cost its devorees millions
in cemturies past, and is still embalmed in
specimens that are worth more than their
weight in gold. For 14 carat is the jew-

C”Mci‘égé}ciy:{"?w/?:f- Ware
. WA

R AR

il

[

. N

¥ o-enk

AR
i

Lt SR .

SUNDAY JOURNAL . PORTLAND, 'SUNDAY. NORNING.

- —— e

ol w bk

od o ]

dy. 7 3
b L e A
B R TY o ve

- i i g b 1y
N e e e
Ehay Vo

et

elers’ siandard of bullion the world over,
end its price is 56 cents per pennyweight,
or $11.20 an ounce Troy.

Women, who are supposed to be the
born lovers of fine china, figure amoflg col-
lectors, as a rule, simply as modest ama-
leurs.

The history of china, like the history
of horses, demonstrates that it takes men
to be plungers. It takes a Morgan to make
a collection and loan it to the Metropolitan
Museum, a_Laord Thynne to own a vase
worth $27,000

than H. Slemaradski’s “The Woman or the

VaseT' One sees that It must be a very

beautifud and rare plece of pottery that
ralses a question against the prompt ownerahip of
the lovely, shrinking slave.

‘Nowadays, most Jpvers of ohina admit there
are no manufacturers who put out specimens for
commercial purposes that are actually worth thelr
welght in gold. Perhaps they may tell of single
pleces put out by skilful decorators that command
big prices—for Instance, there Is, or was a few
weeks ago, In an Atlantle seaboard city, awalting
& purchaser, a pitcher vase of oggshell Coalport
porcelain, that welghs fourteen ounces, and s
worth $360—more than twice its ‘'weélght in bullion.

But there is plenty of ware—for example, that
designed - by M. L. Solon, who worked for Minton,
Btoke-on-Trent, until he retired to occupy himself
with authorship on his darling tople—that has sold
for many times its welght in silver. It was he
who originated the work known as “pate sur
pate,” paste on paste, & process eminently sulted
to the facilities of Minton's, where soft paste ma-
~ierial Was & spooTany.

One vase of his, three or four feet In helght,
sold for 1600 guineas—more than $7000. Yes, and

eight-Inch plate of his, now (n the United
g?:tea.‘aluch wglzlw eleven and one-half ounces,
,was on sale for 3300, nearly double the worth of
its welght in gold,
: With Bolon, In the future, it may be an it has
- beon with Pallasy, and with scores of other men
. famous in the ceramlic art in the past—as it has so
* motoriously been with all artists, from Van Dyck
~to Millet. All are not doomed to dle to win: but
“ the value of things admired rises with their rarity,
and many a specimen of the most humble potter's
work, the very names of thelr authors unknown
from the hour when (hey left the klln, have
soared to prices a thousandfold Increased with the

F EW great paintings have been admired more

‘japs¢ of the ages.

Solon, the living expart, the creator of a new
phase of the art, has his own ceramomania, lke
other true lovers of thelr professions, who, writers
of books, must have some rare follos nnd fine bind-
inga for thelr very own; or, makers of plctures,
treasure some canvases they esteem excemplars of
their art. )

80 he bought, a while ago, s number of tann-
gras, charming figures, which are belng more and
more highly appreciated. And those rare tanagras
proved to _be counterfelts, fully as impudent an
those which unscrupulous forgers delight in put-
ting off on rich collectors and famous museums.

When, however, china or porcelaln begins to
approach [ts weight in gold, it assumes attributes
of ldentity which are usually ample safeguards for
even the moderately well Informed,

There Is & French ware, dating back to the time
of Henr{ II, known varlously as Olron, Henrl II
and Salnt Porchalfe, as successive enthusiasts have
made historical discoverles which proved one
thing, and later discoverles that proved another.
For the last half century, every #pecilmen has been
Identified, cataloged, pedigreed, registered and
Fusranteed, with s wealth of documentary evi-
dence sufficient to prove the Identity of an helr to
the French throne before the dethroning Revolu-
tion,

Counterfeiters, to whom success would mean
thousands of dollars, would find |t easler to sell
the United States int a gold brick, or pass a
Canadlan dlme on a Washington car conductor,
than to palm off a spurlous Henrl Il plece upon a
collector, unlesyg the collector happened to be an

American m[!liurpnire Just commencing to fulfil hils
ultimate purpose in the scheme of exlstence, "I"hey
have tried It, many a time; and thelr effuris are

the Toughing stock of ceramie Hterature,
Yet the TIE'[ has always remalned open to the
admission of new wpecimens, If only thelr authen-
ticlty was beyvond question. Thus, the 1ist of six-
ty-five pleces of Henrl Il ware known to be in ex- !

lstence now Included thres which, at the
Bale of Lthe Fountalns (Narford Hall) colleo-
tlon, were found in an ola clothes basket
under a bhedstead !

They sold for tne enormous sum of L6236
—$31.000. If they welghed nearly a hundred
pounds avolrdupols, thoy still brought $20
un ounce,

At the Spitzer sale In Paris, In 1802, a
tazzn, or bowl, which had brought a little
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less than 86000 a few years earlier at the
Hamlilton Palace sale, was purchased by
weorge Salting for nearly $7400,

A candlestick in the Rothschild eollec-
tion cost $18,000. Another, at the sale of the
Fountalne collection, was bought by Detult
for nearly $20,000. One such candlestick, in-
cluded among the half dozen specimens,
treasured in the S8outh Kenaington Museum,
In. Englapnd, is only 12% inches Plgh, and aty
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Lhe base 615 Inehex In diameter.

Pallssy, .whose herolc consecration to his chosen
urt, whose'long years of deprivation, longer years
of Toyul favor and ignominious end in the royal
Bastile, have been the theme of all writers on the
ceramie art, Is one of the potters whose fame has
survived and groews ever more exalted, Massive
as some of hls productions are, there are many
now esteemed priceless,

One of the most admirable is & famous dish, In
violet and green, deploting Venus with several Cu=-
plds, a treatment of the subject as nuteworthy for
the exquisite grace of jts lines as It ls for the
brilllant harmony of its celors.

The name “majollea” |8 o household word In al-
moat every European country, and the Amoerican
housewlife contracted her amblitlon to own majolics
when she listened at her motlher's knees,

Christianity taught Its lessons, to the poor and
to the rich, in the glaszes of majolica; and the very
travelers to the Holy Land bore flasks ornamented
with symbols of thelr plous pligrimagd. Especlally
fine pleces have risen In price until they ara
worth thelr welght in gold, as Instance an old
Itallan one of remharkable wealth [n detal! and
great beauty of conception, *"The Resucrection,” a
plaque measuring. 8% inches |n height by § Inches
in width, which was sold from the Pourtiles col-
lection for $630,

England, in the range of {ts china and orces
lain, has produced pleces that are the joy of con-
nojsseurs and the despalr of all’ collectors whose
purses would have been disowmed by Fdrtunatus
It was In 1763 that Dr. Garoler, in ingland, pre-

sented to the .Foundling Houspital.a Chelsea vase,
twenty-Tour” inthés Ligh, with a ground of deep
blue, painted .on’one side with a Bouchor subject,
én - the veverse with exotie birds,

It was slightly damaged, but Lord Dudley pald
a hlgh price for it, and, finding the companion
vase In the posséssion of Lord Chesterflald, obe
talned the secand one for $10,000., In 1886 the
pair sold for $21,000, £

At Lord H, Thynne's sale, half a dozen Years
ago, two other vases attalned: tlie record price for
Chelsea, bringing: $43,000, i

Theére I8 a vase In the British Museum, only
twenty Inches high, one of two presente by Dr,
Garnler more than a eentury a0, when he made
hls gift to the J-‘mmdllnr; Hospital, that is-beyond
price, because the British empire never needs
money badly enough to sell such tressures. But if
it ware pot up at auction today a Morgan would
be likely to give 820,000 for it, as he is sald to
have given $125,000 for three peachblow jars with
covers and two beakers, and §100,000 for a singls
red hawthorn vase, in his collection now in the
New York Metropolitan Museum of Art on loan.

Sevres Is a4 name qulte. as famousg to conjure
with, 1In the Jones collection, deposited In the
South Kensington Museum, there I8 a Sevres vase
which onee served to unite two distant kingdoms.

It was part of the collection of Sevres porces
lain presented by King Louls XVI of France to |
Tippoo Bahib In 1788, when Tippoo sent three am=
bassadors.to the court of France. The ecolleetion
was then valued at 38,13 livres, about $6600, while
this particular vase was inventoried at nearly $200.
Today the lessened purchasing value of money,
and the enhancement of values upon such notabia
spigimens, would prqhablt bring bidders willing to
give for the Tippoo Bahlb vase far more than its
welght in gold. ,




