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The Fress Gang =i Nork

Bt Methods Such as Cansed:
the War of 1812

LONG the shores of the Chesapeake
8 bay there stalks a historic specter
*  that was supposed to have been laid
arly @ century, ago by the shot and shell of
% The spirit o; the press gang of 1808 is
poad once more in 1908, .
- School children legrn from their his-
jes that one of the chief causes of the sec-

‘conflict with England was the prevalent
gish habit of impressing American sailors
b service on the king’(s warsnips. It is
£ _Jiljlda" to find Uncle Sam at this day
frogted by searly.a similar problem pre-
‘swithin his own domain.

)

\ Press gang methods of today are called

“shanghaiing,” and they are particularly use-
ful in supplying crews for the oyster-dredg-
ing vessels of the Chesapeake bay. “‘Shang-
ha”’ directors have operated for years, but
only recently have they grown bold emough
to capture and impress imto service enlisted
men of the United States Nav?.

When they “shanghaied” Charles F.
Hammond, a seaman apprentice attached to
the receiving ship Franklin, at the Norfolk
Navy Yard, they “caught a Tartar.” W hile
other navy seamen had been impressed of
late years the Hammond case, it seems,
proved the last straw, And so Uncle Sam is
after the press gangs of 1908 with a big stick.

£

y HILB the impressment of. American sallors for

British warships was ended virtually by the

3 War of 1813, that method of ‘filling the ranks

k- ol depasted crews conunued for a number of

fw oh Lhe other side, and wus by Do means despised

Simasters of Americdn merchantmen nnding sibeu-
98 short-hunded in home poris.

"‘was nol an unusual ccvurrence for men, begin-
b with a roend of merrtment In some drinking
v to sink pnconlulnul from drugged Iliquor,

iRg @ day‘or two later In the {orupfank of &

mening

P Nor were men who prowled about docks or wan-

‘aldne ut night through streels near the waler

1 They were liable to be pounced upon by a

|y ﬂ{nkl pers and nurried off to a short-handed

| the rbor. Such outrages were ¢tomimnon in
lish ports.

A vivid description of the press gang methods of
mtury ugo s glven by W. Clark Russell In one of
e stories, Tue supposed narrator, a sturdy youup
W Was making nis way along tne streets of Deul

4 heard footstéps; a sound of the tread of feet came
Beach street. 1 walksa up the alley to the en-
i 1t, not for @ moment doubting that the fel
ming nlong were LUeal boatmen, When 1 rgacn-
entrance of the aliey.a body of ten or tWulve
right upon me, and in a breath 1 was collar-
P, roaring cry of ‘Here's a good sallor!
iggled and was savagely gripped by the arm,
ed by two huge, brawny men, one of
oiut, '‘Ne caper-cutting, my lad. No need
¥ paces here.
p first mate of the Royal Brunswicker,' I ex-

look like a first mate—the chap that cooks
You shall have mates enough, oid ship—ahip-
messmates.’

shead, lad!’ exclaimed a volce that was not
‘An refinement, though it sounded as If the por-

P owned it was rather tipsy.
L the moment of selzing me the company of fel-
L : ted within the sheen of the iamp &t the
A4 street. They were 4 wonderfully fine
y men, magnificent examples of the British
they were armed with cutlasses and some of
E truncheons, Two of the mob were press-

myes

© | NO MERCY SHOWN

i¥In a moment the whole body of us were in motlon,
] pan on either side grasped me by the arm, and
mediately behind were the other tworpressed men,
trudged onward, making for the beac Presently
e other pressed men began to cursé; he used
rible language.
“A mighty thump on the back knocked his hideous
p ingo a single half-cocked growl, and the young

tleman with the refined, but husky, volce called
s df that beast doesn’t belay his jaw, stuff his

puth full of shingle and gag him!
] guessed that this gang were satisfled with pick-
ur three men that night, for they looked neither
the right nor fo the left for more, but headed a
lght course for their boat. The saliors seemed
vy, a8 though they had been a long time about It.
bad heard much of the brutality of the press
of taunts and kicks, of maddening, ironic prom-
@8 of prize momney and glory to the miserable
thes torn from their homes or from their ships;
leu usage, raw heads and brokenm bones, But
fithessed noihing of this sogg among the men into
. bands 1 had fallen., In silence we marched
! h a street.that seemed a8 though the

held nothing but the dead. ’

/ the boat waiting at the shore was regched
pever, and one of the victims began to curse and
Bt, 1 saw what sort of tenderness was 10 be ex-
B irom press gangs when their kindness was not

® stout seamen, calching hold of the blas«
fellow, one by the throat, ns it seemed, another
i and. a third by the breeches, flung him
junwale as if he were some dead carcass of a
bhe fell with a crash upon the thwarts and
body with a wound in the head and half stun-
of the boat.™ b

88 Eang methods of lon :
uleter and less open, but ul:':l
3 le Bam becameé inteussted—it

! aforesaid,.was granted le
o recelving ship Franklin in or?l::
Into the city of Norrfolk and

rocesded to spend his time §s not

a
P
ring the even bé was drugged and .

) Rrotaine erounis o the Chapgard

uld not mmake any appeal for
voesel was In Ballmore harbor,
ﬁw one night. . He promptly
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made his way back to the Norfolk Navy Yard, to find,
as he expected, that he had been posted as a deserter
and would have to face a court-martial.

Of course, any enlisted man who had long over-
stayed his time might cook up a story of having been
“shanghaled” and detained against his will. Hammond,
however, was able to prove his story te the satisfac-
tion of the officlals.

Simllar cases of “shanghaling” had been investl-

“#ated, and with the latest tase the Navy Department

grew heated under the collar.

A revenue cutter was sent posi-hasts after the ves-
sel on which Hammond had been detained, and Its
master was arrested and held for the actlon of®the
federal grand jury. The Navy Department is deter-
mined to break up "shanghaling,” especially of its en-
listed men.

Nearly every winter men are picked up on the streets
of New York. Phlladelphlir, Baltimore, Norfolk and other
cities and hurried into slavery on oyster boats, but this

nefarious work s conducted as quietly as possible. The
kidnappers do not care to attract attention; they do not
wish to get Inig trouble themselves nor risk losing a
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victim through the Jnterference of other persons.

Baltimore and Norfolk are the cities to which the
oyster dredgers Jook principally for supplies, and there
they ship most of their crews.
mand for crews during the dredging season.
customed to the rough life and hardships soon tire and
return ashore—If pormitted to do so.

Of course, all oyster boat masters are not brutal, nor
would all sanctlon “shanghaillng” by receiving “'shding-
The majority, perhaps, are as kindly and

always a de-

haled" men.
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honorable as men In any.other vocation, but the entire
class sufferd because of thg dishonest and cruel methods
nmong thelr numbers,

In a number of cities thers. are *crimps.” or men
who make a business of furnishing crews for véssels, no
matter by what means. Dealing with the oyster fleets
of the Chearprake, there are moré in Baltimore and
FPhiladelphia than anywhere else, naturally, as they are
the cltiea near»*st the fleld of demand. "

Time was when men were “shanghaied” in the streets

THE DOCTOR’:

COLLECTING HIS BILLS

HOULD a physician go to law to collect his
billst Or, if he feels he cannot go to law,
how can he make people pay what they owe
for services!

Upon what basis should a physician make his
charges? Should he charge the rich man more than
the poor man? Or should he attend the poor gratis
and charge the rich gccording to their meansi
How might doctors solve the financial difficulties
in which they often find themselves :

These are questions which are often discussed
among physicians; that of collecting bills is one of
th: most delicate, and often the most difficult,
problem in a practitioner’s life. '

“ MONG physicians it {8 not considered ethical
to go to law,"” declared a well-known mem-

t l ber of the profession recently. “So what iIs
one to do? Let me tell you the monotonous

routineg of a doctor's life.

“He Is called to attend a patlient. He visits hifm
falthrully, studlies Lis disease, carefully analyzes the
symptoms and gives not only medicine, but hours of
deep thought, worrying himself and often spending
sleepless nights over the case. The doctor may yisit
the patient for weeks, perhaps montlis. The patlent

recovers or he dies,
“Well, the bill is unpatd. If the man lives he Ig-

nores his obligation, and If he is dead the relatives

y no attention. Now, If the man lives, enjoying, the
1ealth which was restored to him through the atten-
tion of the doetor, out of gratitude one would think
he would giladly pay the physiclan. But no, the phy-
sician Is the last man to get paid. The baker, butcher
and candlestickmalker all come first.

“And what is the physician to do?

“If he goes to law and sues & patient he Is Jikely
to antagonize all his patients and lose prestige among
the members of his profession. A man in busineas,
be he a merchant, & banker, a lawyer, may sue'his
creditors, but & doetor cannot, Naﬂtraliz, the profes-
sion suffers. To my mind, there should be some legal
protection for the dootor.

“It 1a outrageons when ona -thinks that the man
whose sérvices are the most Invaluable is the last one
te be paid. Yes, @ man will pay all his debts by April
1, but h"“hﬂ“;lr‘l all lhoutt. ‘. !nmltl'}; pll:gllclatn.'l‘ ;

‘Many physicians. seemn to favor @ idea of lega
protection, 3’; there were a law in force which would

. Elve the physiclan first claim n & man's estate the
position of the medical credifor would be greatly \

strengthened, they say.
Diticult 18 the financial end of a doctor's life, ac-
cording to members of the profession.
of nearly every doctor are unpald accounts; In fact,
some physiclans declare that as many as one-third to
they treat are either tardy iIn
After struggling with

On the books

one-half the
ment or do not pay at all.

roblem, the next question with which he must
deal 18 the rate of charges. Regarding the work and
hyslclan recently declared:
e profession of medicine as
@ business. The first and most potent consideration in
undertaking the lifework of a
unselfish ona of help

“It 1s not too mu
future the standing dl
existence of preventable disease, will be magde to ceasas,

To be aure, the state will, or should, alwa
chlef role, but, judging by the records of cu

pay of doctors, a famous
““No one should adopt

hysiclan should be the
n physical amMiction.

expect that
ce of our civilization,

in the r

Islation, little I1s to be expected from government
regulations or provislons until the material of which
legislators are made becomes less venal or more wise.

“Meanwhlle, In every community composed of aver-
age human beings there must be sugplied guides In
puysical conduct who shall be equipped Wwith both
knowledge and rorcefulness, and who, if possible, will
be of ample authority, direct or vested. who not only
shall succor the lame, the halt, the diseased, turn the
foel from the rich deserts of his folly, but also exercise
an inhibitory influence upon the acts of the unwise,
both individual and joint, and throttle health-destroy-
ers—human or demonlacal—in their lairs.

“In the dolng of this, in the pursult of his chosen
line of duty, the physician has great need to possess
large capacities, powers, wisdom and knowledge. Fur-
thérmore, he must be ready to give his undivided st-
tention to a quest which, while perfectly possible of
attainment, has never been near reallzation. To At
himself for his lifewuork requires exceptional traits,
years of training and the ceascless exercise of judg-
ment night and day. ]

“He nlso must live: he has a right to the enjoy-
ment of equal privileges and emoluments with the
man who tilla the ground, digs the ore or sets ohol-
aric human savages by the ears to their own undoing
and hls financial betterment, ‘or the one who manipu-
lates the market whereby lambs yjeld their fleece. It
would indeed seem that all his patiénce, his years of
dangerous toll, ought to be highiy rewarded. Health
and life are. aspecially In fhe hour of great: paril, for
a brief period regarded as of more account than mere
material acquisitions,

“All this tends to show that a capable, consclen-
tlous, experienced medical adviser is a boon to any
community, and should be providea with full returns
for his labor, time, wkill and strength. When once his
capabilities are demonstrated, his experience ripened,
his earning capacity ought to increase, not lessen. He
qivea his time and energies freely to the very poor.

he rich man, who has more than enough, should pay
in ?ropnrtiun to his means,

‘It i1s asserted by some that the fees should be
fixed at a maximum, and made lesa for those who are
unable to pay the highest. The nature of mervice
varies widely; ordinary medieal attention may be put
upon this basis, but not that ape#al service whereby
large difficuities are overcome. here thé ph‘yllclsn
is aware that he has accomplished much in face of
almost Insuperable obstacies, he has a right to claim
more than, for simpler everfciur attention, r

“Some persons complain that man inliste
charge excesaively high fees. ISI‘ 1&” alist {8 con-
sulted by a patient, In connectioh W Is physisian
or independently, I think he should pay for the pref-
erence. The form of competition foreos upon medical
men is humiliating. The apparent conflict betwean the

eneral practitioner and the specialist, rticularl
e surgeon, is chiefly dus to the fact that the public
is not taught to value good medical advice
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of Baltimore almost as openly as the press gangs of old
did their work. When the “crimp" recelved orders for af
certaln number of men, he sent out "runners” to gathem
in all they could find, like the servants of the man maen«
tioned In the New Testament went into the highways ta
gatber guests for the wedding feast
Saloons alomg the water ‘front generally ylelded a
frultful harvest. Intended victims were plied with drink,
often drugged, until stupefied, when they were quickly
conveyed to the security of a vessel In the harbor. Men
were solzed eveén as they walked the streets, their cries
being choked off by gugging or a judicious application of
tha san
Now, however, this business can be done only with
stealth, if it is done at all, owing to recent legislation in
Marylanu regulating the method of shipping crews. But
~gshanghaling” s gulng on, nevertheléss, deception being
used as u general thing Instead of force. -
It is surprising how many men are “shanghaled™
from citles at some distance—Phlladelphla, New York,
Plitsburg, for example. A large percentage of the
;ﬁfo;u"l t;y:‘}:mm found on the dredge boats hall from
adelphi
Along the water front streets of Philadelphia men
have been kidnapped boldly. Taken jnto saloons, they,
would bae fllled with liquor and then offered temp
positions on “bay vessels.”. With a number of others
& simllar state of lptoxication, they would bé taken to &
traln and sent to Baltimore. In that elty a covered vam
would meet them and convey them 10 the water front
Hundreds of men have lost control of themselves and
recollection In a Philadelphla saloon to find themselves
a day or two‘lue{ In ":': fopepeak or on the deck of an
rster boat faur from home.
o”‘rha Baltimore and Ohlc Rallroad, which was used
rinclpally because Its station in Baltimore Is nearer
he waiter, finally shut down on these shipments of in«
toxicated men. Now the method of the “crimp” is tor
lure the victim with promise of & fine position In Balti-
more an him on the way toward that eity with
n bottlal::t whisky. Tho‘? is always some One to look
t L im upon val. .
Y Aolrpeclmenpgm wdll {llustrate the present methoda,
arles Patlllo, 17 years old, waa standing on a streef
corner in Phllnd;lghli,n one morning in late autumn, when
roache & negro.
b !l‘c?-n:gpor l[:m:r ol’l’e around here who wants a good
tob?" inquired the negro. The boy pricked up his ears)
e, would like a& job.
“Well, 1 think you'll do,” remarked the negro, *“You
see, 1 know of a fine position on a tramp steamshipg
ou'll get §20 a month, good -food and have litle wor
Ealldu a chance to ses the world, The captain s &
good friend of mine, and I promised to find him & good
"
T Pieased by the flattery, as well as the W”M a
position, Patillo accompanied the other to the place of &
well-known negro “crimp,’’ conducted under  the
of an emﬁloymom office. There, :g:a.rmu:r much to hie
dismay, a' runner “discovered” t the steamship had

Just n.ll‘ A
PAID “PER HEAD”

“Never mind," he sald to the boy, “the vessel has
gone to Baltimore. I will advanee the money for your
ticket and you can go right down there and meet her.”

Full of enthuslasm, the boy agreed to go. He was
offered whisky, but refused it. On the trip south with'
him there were about fifteen other men and 8, most
of them white. At Baltimore they were hurried into a
covered wagon, driven to the dock, earried to a vessel
jn the tgubm-, and scon found themselves on the way
down L y.

No lines are drawn by the “crimps” in meeting the
demand for more men. Old men and boys, negroés and
whites, natives and forelgners, whether In tnﬂl weall«
kept condition or abject poverty, are regarded allke; the
“crimp” gets so much “per head,” and one head is as

as another.

Very many of the men who go "down the bay™ on
oyster vessels find themselves under indeterminate sen-
tences, as It were. That they are there.-ls about the only
;,-ertaln fact; when they will return is a matter of con=
ecture.

Years ago, when oysters were so plentiful that to
drstige up a boatload was a matter of a com nntlrgF
short time, most of the boats ran to market &th thelr
cargoes. But with depleted oyster beds a much longer
#time was required to secure a load, so that, to make the
season a profitable one, the dredgers were compelled ta
spend as much time as possible nt work.

Then the two other classes of vessele—the “run’’ :
and th® “buy’ boat—became common. Thelr function ;
to carry the eatch of the dredgers to market. The “run
boat {8 owned or employed generally'by one or more
dredgirg concerns, and plies between certain vesseéls of a
fleet and the city. The “huy” !:mm.k as its name indie
cates, is on a purchasing mission. It will buy cargoes
from any who will sell. .

It will be seen, therefore, that a regular dndﬂ:g X
vessel may pot find it necessary to visit port often du
s work season. Unless forced inta harbor bk.wm 0

jce, it may remain on the oyster und uall

1‘.5?}1 ‘;.m'm new supp l’lly!réu ﬂ::u to L] b; tﬁ
M hese “run”~boats, by the way, usually distribute
the unwilling recruits. Recelving a dosen or mo ' 4
horns" while In harbor, the ¥essel will hasfen back 4o
a fleet on somv oyster rroun: und - distribute the moen

among the -short-hgnded




