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'WOMAN ACCUSED OF MURDER PROVED INNO

Stnnde and Tngic Story af' Junne Weber, a Breton pepl.ant. Who Endured Martyrdom and Was Held Up to Public Exe_cntion as "' The Odreu af the Goutte d Or” for

doubtless an exceéllent man, but he days before har releass {his
seema to have been dominated by two Inquisitor sent for her .
rullng (dean in thin affair. The first,  “1 have just received ( rta’
that Jeanne Weber was guilty; and rt, It s \rtrr long and
the second, thal It was his sole mission time to study It now. |
to prove her mo, and thus sucoesdin more important matters o

‘.
'

By R, Franklin, impossible to say whether the children’'s tlon on the exhumed remains of the
(Copyright by Curtis Brown.) denth wis que to accldent or a eriminal eohild, Auguste Bavourel.
ARIS, Feb, $ hand, As far as they could tell after .
+ Fob, 6.—~One of the most , "yiinule investigation of the bodies Cause of Death.
extraordinary . and perplaxing thers was no trace of violence .

’ 1

(]
v

onses among Frenoh criminal . To the judge's question/ ‘whether  After mome hesitation they repopted
records of :-t'lnt years is as- "‘:. °h'{,"":‘$“"£“l‘l':n “‘I‘,“lﬂlht"":“m'.' that death had been caused by s ¢fimi- whero his colleaguen of Parls had fail Jeannle Weber had the ! '
suredly that of Jeanne Weber, of a'?mnfl the expertn Answared no, . DAL hend. . They testified to the pres with Xlory aad V:.T:;:’;{. gt B I;,!:;.m.;f mnr?hlé:ath:h:u?lntdml;e::u panding.
the meek and timjd lttle Breoton women The quhuoﬂ whethor doat oould ence of a dark line about three quar- tion In spile of advancing years. n‘r; v:l o;.thn report ‘hgh &
clde her fate

whom 1 have been caused by strangulaiion wa¥ ters of an inch broad, running round
36 popuier vetes Dranged Wih Rot oy &» Dr. Thoinot who examified (g neck, but at frregular Intervals, and

the terrible pame of “the Ogress of th
e o+ R Ty O LA% R Mhurien Weber Sre dlr-“;.f.;?: to & second violst line running from be-

"Or,” i ital, w
Goutte 4°Or," and Who, after thres years g ';;:;“tht: .t]?:m';?,:pt:.“ of the al. 1ow the lsft tample to the middle of the

Proteste “What does that matter to
sted Innocence. ia reported to have replied

Every time I was taken from my holds you and will not be ia &
cell to be exaniined by him In his room I8t you go. Whatever may be

G

of martyrdom, has at last been ro- h
. d k th k. right temple, such & mark as might

leased from the clutches of justice, or l’ "m.li]l;ﬂ."fr::ur’:f.uu:;dur't. ln:ncud that have been caused hr & bootlace. 1‘3’ at the Palals da Justice,” Jeanna told ",L“u':“?,:nr,é,:,{‘.: ?pﬁm[,zzz 1:12“
" rather, of a juge d'instructlon. the viseera contalned no trace of ;‘:g"::gu"*:‘vb 2:'-‘ Eﬁéﬁ'o-‘:'"t ."lgghﬂqﬂ me, “l protested that [ was Innocent, shall declure It to be in error, And |
o Apart from the intrinsic interest which Poison, neck, .nﬂ.m."bl, on the hedrt & 'ar whereupon he would retort hall send Vﬂ“b.b"?": “'5' Si.
14 Stlaches to every human tn.x:dy, 88 nian't Remember Thia damning report seal eanne "It 18 true: | hava not the formal ~WhHere you It'lll R condemned, you £
: eaily, whers Jhers Jo s oSt | - O A roof! had IR T4l Tt upom the. .
: ‘ent - ol unexplained an nexplioable h the assistant whe o eln e mu resa and was it have other proofs I have (b .
" mystery, this case has sérved to throw h.:lugl‘:::o::anu‘; commencement of ﬂ)ckﬂi up In the prison of Chateauroux proof that you killed other -'l.ll.ir:n ;: Pitiless Tyranny.

But Belleau's pitiless tyranny was
last beginning to cause a public scands
Throughout the length and breadth of

the land the judga's Inhumen o
rnined Indignant protests, Several O

gans of the press took up the case. .

had already lsaked out that the final ,_J,"
oy )
oy )

f disquieting sldelight on the cumbrous

machine of French Judleln] procedurs strangulation in the case of Maurice

’nnd Trll-iulia;:y on tu:u. Jmedludenl and was not present In court. He wrote
nqulisitorial re, e Juge d'instruo

tion. The mA:‘IJulruln thus sentitled i from the provinces to the jut:a Y

# kind of combinatlion of judge and ®ay that he was away on his h ya

Jury, his especlal misslon belng to “"got and remembered nothing! about the

| up the criminal case” aganinst the ac- .- cane

cused and decide whether there s y a4

f rima facle evidence of gullt sufficlent Toward the close of the second day

’ o send him to the asalzes. As this the advocate general, speaking In. a

|

port of the medical exports was fa
able to the prisoner. It had oooupl
them two months and toward the m
of December It was handed to M. .
lean, the pronouncement of the e rin
being that litle Auguste Baveo Theq
from natorsl causss. Belleaw still -
fused 1o relingquish his prey. £
Al length the court of Hourges, i
vanlzed 1o action by the foree of publis
opinlan, sent a peremptory order g
JUR® (1 Instruction at Chateaurouw
teleass the prisoner Immediately, an
the aftarnnon of January @6, i
Weher's long martyrdom ended
[lafore the prison KAtes A greal ore f
had eofed m part belng hostile AN
a vart fatornble f)‘ all equally anxionss
1o mes the mress” of whom such ters
rible things hnd been related. It N,
therafore, decidad by the authorit) n
arder tn HI;1.'|!(\I fver thim !UEFDHID in LR
tian, 1hint slis vhoold be taken along \"'
underground passage connecting ‘.'
wrison and the Palnls de Justice and ’
{I‘I out from the latter bhullding, But te

functionary does not officlate In open to Ita utmost extent,
court, but ‘rl'l his private rgol‘. to which g::-ldl':l F.'i?l::g:d'a?. and there still are
the public Is, of eourrn. denled admit- 4. "),y “cane strunge and bewildering
uncni and as the only “spectiator” s, . o oiances m,wn defy explanation.
the clerk, it In easy to ses how (Il the We ars llving In the twentleth cantury,
accused pcrlm! may fare at the hands If Jeanne Waber had lived 400 years
of the juge d'indtruction, If the latier she would have been tried as a
be Inclined to play the inquisitor. Buch THE STS FOE o T s atake.
proves to have been Jeanns Weber's In reading these words one is invol-
dfate at the hands of M. Helleau, the untarily reminded of the fate of poor
juge d'instruction of Chateauroux. Qalas ihe Toulouse tradesman, who waw
gccul'od of polsoning his son, found
Fate Dogged Footsteps. ﬂ“[y and broken on th«iwhrl fIn 1:}«1
Voltaire, convinced of Calan’
Fate has Indeed implacably Adogged mn';c‘.‘;,':'f S ered” Tov Ehrea eAre 08
tha footsteps of poor Jeanne Webar prove it, and at last procured the dead
since the month of March, 1905. Bhe mern"- rﬁhfﬁunaﬁhm‘ ot 'ita. iusy. el
. y : e dellberation {
was then llv'in‘ with her husband In short. Almost immediately they re-
the Goutte d'Or, an indusirial quarter turned a verdlet of “not gullty,” and
In the morth of Parls, Thelr life was Joanne Weher wag free . ‘
A murmur—Iit was nothlng more—o
that of the working population. Jeanna applause passed through the court 1t
had been & domestic servant, Bhe was wns clear that the verdiet was not a

kst B B=3 2 § F=%-7 5

--NvTmyrew

1 ernwd Im quirk to seent A ruse, and

not 30 years of age and her little boy, popular one T remember hearing a ¢ e
Marcel, was Jusl old enough tlo go fﬂ young workman bewlde me say: It will war Jeanne \Weber came forth shReN
school. go hard with her If they catch her alone }m.-'.'l a densa mass of human beings I
Op March msecond Georgette, her on & dark nlght!” front of h ~
brthor-in-law's IHI}! daughter, l?id- Humbly, meekly, without a word and When howevar. leanna Weber, saOS
denly fell (U and as suddenly died Nine without a tsar the little Breton woman and timid and with her eyen re m
days Inter another little niecn, Susannse, perelved her agquittal and Alsappearsd weening, appeared, a wave of com -
dled in the same gudden manner A from vilew., THAe curtaln descended nn slon mecmed tn pass mlracalously OVerSis
fortnight after th a third nlece, Ger- ghe ""Ogress” and the nffnlr was qulek- the crowd Not n hand was lifted, o
maine, dled and threes days Inter ]y forgotten A volea was ralsed In insuit. Many BSESS
Jeanne's own little boy, Marcel, It was the apectators murmured, ““Poor W=l
notlced that in each case—was It by a i H man'”
slrange !’nlaht] or was It by a dia- Child Dies Suddenly. -
:’ﬂ',rm‘ h?-“é‘;:n} vimﬁr;wnebe{n *0-:?. .(1,::: Bome 16 months later tha cHlld of a Renders More Aid.
] ] . "1 tn Tt} 1) a &l
woodoutter named Bavouset, in the 11 flut Maltre Henri Robart 4ld not ine .

the father was away at work and
Jeanna sent the mother for a dootor, in Vilage of Villedleu, near Chatenursux,
?lrﬂlllmr]tlm inothr'r was absent and the dled suddenly &nd In decidedly saspl-
ather hastlly summoned, wans  pent ’ tl

back to his work with the assuranoe clous .circumsisnces. Fhe I“_ s Lanee
that the little sufferer was aiready bet- [Ace wasm convulsed and It foamed at

tend thnt his generous ald should cense
with Jeanne’s releaxe -from prison
There |a a MParls Judge, M. Bonjean w
nam#, who in famous for his charitable

{ % : :
v o i Ife  Ie Is the president of varfous bes S
W -\‘\ lerre bavo%er navolont 1’\1*'-|ltnrtnmuI an;! 1.“‘. :l“ o

7/ - ’ Robert hall no dificulty In Interes "l
i/ r}\e WOOdCU I ]-.|.nr; in Jc-:u-n:-l Weber's sad case. Thus s
f A A it came ahout that a ITIJ!nJWlR w:.“l x

t - In & moltur car to convey Jeanne 1O -
- | Ew—— She had noty

/ Bonlean's house at Parls.
> i L 3 i bean there long befores 17 letlers W
| -I:.‘.:-h .,“.]. ":f:ln,; l”.‘“ PrOUE thas-Fou killed . nived from charitable people off
o My s"l‘ r A anced Jepa. t lier & home In a day or twe
y LR Bl AN L) reuse me ol w1 |pave Parim tn start life &
what you will, but not of the death of Her eagear desire is to prove he
my dear Httle one.  That ls o ecalumny o0 e a PBonjean’s trust and ki

> 3 — .|

l:r ;\Ilnln the children's end was the mouth. The village doctlor was ap- f H - b
identieal, the face turned purple, the parent! unable to stata the cause of R r

llmbha wera contracted, the eyem wers death, bul as there was no reason o a‘l rC enr' 0 er —
starting from thelr sockets and they auspeot anyone of m crime, the burlai who twice def’cr\ded

fonmed at the mouth. Finally on April permit was dellvered without dlfficulty

fifth, Jeanne's IMtle nephew, Maurice, Oniy one person had been with the child Jedhr\e WCer

was atiacked whilst his aunt was with {n [ts last moments, and that was n
him. Thia time, however, the mother woman who had come to the village a
was at hand and ran with her chlld yaear before and had bhean Installed In
to the nearest hospital. To the mothers Bavouget's cottage to flll the place nf
horror, the doctor and his assistant both the woodcutters departed wife. This
. dingnosed a commencemeont of &trangu- woman left the cotings after the ehild's
latlon and detected, so they sald, a black death, and did not return til the 'he juge d'instruction, M. Belleau, be-

Ilne around the neck b { ey , - rhile ' ; v
- urinl was over, ng charged to collec: evidence and re which was disproved at the Paris as- ' Y } .

The whole quarter, which had been = A]| nt once the news ran through the POrt whetlier there was n cmse or not, sizew, and you have no right. M. la ".],"""1.1”,:,,1 .:‘1.",';1. ‘,‘..‘,‘,",",:'1,,‘3: :;:: Y
| rommentin n_its own rough and yillage like wildfire that the stranse Jeanne appealed to Maltre Henrl Juge, to recal] It fet o cruolly: Ti'vlr'ﬂl'us!hey will be 80 :
ready fashion on thin sartlin serie8 woman who was llving in Bavouzet's Robert, one of the most eminent counsel “‘l care nothilng for the Paris as- . - that lu s mades & .

of 1n‘.l.(::ll'.h! In the Weber famil uh NOW gottage waAs none other than Jennne ©f the Parls bar, who had defended her slzen, In my eyes you are gullty and ?""‘rtzr‘}":'.' o 'm:n).. AP

4 » . sar | 3 = . A b 2 YT O 1 hionest " .4

with one volce accused the unhapD¥ Weber, the ogress of the Goutte d'Or, &t the first (rial. to watch over her In- the court committed a grievous mis- " hn conejpsion, 1 will narrate, _as S8

carriage of justice which T shall do my war told to a friend by Jeanne We -

Jeanne Weber of belng & murderess. i Alpguise. The woodculter had been terests once more, and he at once prom
The public prosecutor took up the case, gn attentive r.»:mpr of the reports of 18ed to do so, convinced ns he was of best to repalr by =ending you to the hic
J:N‘mm was arrested and three experts, the Qoutte d'0Or mystary, lmid when her innocence. Maltre Henrl Robert's galleys’ ’ ) ‘ rrlql::':;]-r-'r ‘:n.;“m I".l:u!:i}.;:]trnnn-nli;l;t!f'i:;o"’ls
2::’ ?nr:’l:.!l\’:(::f! ;I;h;:]l:;&l lnd“Delcoull, sanne had been tried and mequltted the f}fl( slep wag h:r d'r-tnanrl that t‘hf‘. two “T'bat was the Judge's invarinble re- nl‘nrl\l' worked her ruln
examination on all the .d %> O!Rortl'l.l?‘ honest peasant. tonuchaed hy the woman's Paris experts, r"'- Fholnet and Bocguet, Tort “That doos not matter 1o me It 18 In conhection with the death d
d, "- ) i ! Wah .(‘.hll chil-  migfortunes, ang4 helleving her to be in- should be lnsll.u-ﬂi"-d to (‘hrr'\- out an In You are gullty and you shull go 10 the her little boy Two days before m‘
h;dn e; uﬂl r::‘;?fl do i h' ?.. dsath nocent. wrota and offereq her a homa deépendent autopry on the'remains of galleys” child dled, his mother, who had .
cagbed dlﬁhlhar?a A8 having besn The offer was atcapted. the meerat of Auguste Bavouset. This was done some When Maitre Henrl Rohert wrote 1o ,u¢ 41l the afternoon, went to fetch hi
l ¥ J Jaanne's personality belng falthfully weeks Ilrlf‘." denth Fhe l'l.”ll"lll!’llﬂ"l Rr- inform the juge dinstruction that he prons sehon) Little Marcel was t
G Is 8 i kept up to the time of the sudden and Flved at by Drs Thoinot and Bocquet had undertaken Jeanne Weber's defense. 1 ine and (o tears. When asked W
reat l1s ensation. mysterious end of 1ittle Auguste Ba- WAS tn the effect that thelr colleaguen M. Belieau flew {nto a passion and sent waw the matier. he repliod that his
for the prisener er had beaten him The child’'s

The affair created a tremendous ssn- Youset Now Bavouget's famlly consinf. of Chateauroux were not fumstified In
satlon. For weeks ool %" e4 of two girla In addition to the little thelr diagnosis of strangulation, and
ation. eeks columns of matter boy. OGermalns, the elder daughtsr (g that from certaln characteristlic signs
dally appeared In the nswspaperd about nearlv a young wopnn and half witted, in the intestines there was every reason
the "Ogress of the Goutte 4'Or. No and from the heginning had taken a }:v!;:llrve that death was due to typhold
ne lifted hi o violent Alxllke to Jeanne Waher—I.oulne, ’ '

o d his volce In her defense, for the younger. had on the contrary taken Here, then, wers two sets of experia

her gullt mppenred beyond question. Her tq Yeanne at nnoe and loved her with In forensle medicine whase reports were
past |ife, her words, her actions, every- all m child's affectiem for its mothar dlametrically opposed to each other, the
thing was sifted and scrutiniged. The Even Jeanne's worst enemles had, (t ona set rtrllf_vsn that death wnas due
publle volce declared her to have been may he remarked. never uttamntm‘l’ ta to violent, and R!he other to natura!
a falthless wife, that she had been fra- Alsprorve her kindness to children, tn causes

‘What,” he gald, “you have dared t0 ywau black and blue from the thrash ?
nlm,n agaln to that man to defend you' gt had recelved  Next day Marcel
How gullty you must feel! Why, that plained of Internal pain and remaine
fact alone would suffice to convince me .. and 24 hours later was dead.
of your gullt tou ought not to have gaetar cortified diphtherin as the ©
addressed yourself to that man. I told o¢ death and Jeanne hald her pe "
you | would choose you a defender my- ghout her husband’'s brutality. Someof
malf from :mmnf tho counsel of the Cha- (he nelghbors, however, reported L
teauroux bar. Waell, let me tell you this matter to the police, and from that mos
much It's not M., Henrl Robert who ment Jeanne's husband and her o
will prevent your belng sent to the gal- hrothers-In-law showed bitter ehm A
leys. 1 promixe you that'” agalnet her. One of them actually wrote

quently Intoxicated; thers was “some- whom she always appearad qulte de- In this dllemma, the court of Bourges,

thing" disquieting, mysterious, dlaboll- voted, in whosse jurisdiction the accused was, Incredible as such a state o things to the woodeutter Bavouszet u ng I 1

eal, about her, though no one could It was Germalne Mavousst whn re- decided to submlit the opposing reports may seem in a country where sentimen- to accuse Jeanne, and adding: “You mays
talism |¥ &0 strong as to save even the he sure she killed your child. You W

Ioathsome Apache from the gulllotine, be doing a good action by securing
there nppears no doubt that Judge Bel- punishment. On the day of her
lenu, by a gross abuse of hls nuthoritly, Jemnation I promise to send you
trusted to this slow process of mental francs.”
torture to wring a confesafon of gullt But M. le Juge 4 'jnstructiom’s
from hlg vietim. Imagine the mute de- fmposed misslon was to prove J
tha dock. Tha weended with crushine foree on its hap- together and draw up & final report spalr of this wretched peasant woman, guﬂl. not her innocence, and B0
whom each encouraging letter from her trifles left him indlfferent. Tt was

ulte uui/ what; her notorious affection wvealed the secret of Jeanne Wabers to three of the most eminent medical
or chlldren was only a pretext to l’ill. Identity to & woman In the villaga, by authoritles In France, Professor Lande
them Into her clutches and so on or whom it was Alllesntly rapsated of the rfaculty of Bordeaux, Marlel
| 10 months the accused woman Iag In (groupas nf goscinarg eollacted, Jeanne's Dayen of the faculty of Montpeller and
| prison awalting her trial at the Helne gullt was ay clear as daviight tn everv Brissnud of the faculty of Parls  Thess
| assizes fnhabitant, the nolice were Informed, doctors were (nstructed to atudy, each
| At last on JI\MIM‘{ 29, 1008, Jeanne andg wnes mors tha hand of fatality ds- In hig turn, the reports and then meet
Weher was placed In

Ir.lul lasted t\\"n days. The medical ex- Jpma victim tharean,
!.‘:'.\‘:.. ","‘t':]‘d “h“’,‘l“ evidence the wpris- Dra. Audiat and RArunesan of tha Thesa must have heen weary months spalr, When all was over apd her in- which she had langulshed and told me kindly counsel in Parls only plunged seived for a generous lawyer
1 : N]a 7 ‘1; \:m 0d-~-dfnr there was not peighhnrineg town of Chatsauroux wers for the wratched primoner of Chateaur- nocance finally established, Jeanne a hearirending story of lep sufferings. into & despsr abyss of torture at thea up by the all-powerful presa to
| & shr o rect evidance—declared It Alrmeted to hold a nost martem avamina- oux, months of mental torture and de- Weber lifted the vell of seorécy behind M. Relleau, fuge d'instruction, s hands of her tormentor! Only a few the fﬂmlnx balance of justice,
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: g upon es had becomse & chnuffeur, tn whom they refused more ! ietle I . » nunttl ur mon removed them. It then
nw, than $1,000 a week. Others think the man dot says pleas- is der best dollar If teentlemen ILE TPCEIVA VOLD NS e : § X
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waould not be tolerated for five seconds cept 300 square wvards of old masters, ty sure to get kicked The figure: $20,000,000, . . catalogue,  Yours truly, y . earliest convenionce. JE;ura”tn
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Confronted with this evidence, “Smith" c nocker vas avift 0 carve carecrs or muttons, of a German castle placed wpan my mack:).  Yours truly o
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