4

[LOVE OF GOSSIP AS
BASIS FOR NEW PLAY

Spa{llsb Dramatist Who Wrofe the Orl inal Took Some

-

Pages From His Own Personal Experience

-

B F. 5.
HE French, who are second onll'y Jto the Hebrews of old in the ability to
inefude a groat truth in n few wofds, have a proverb which runs some-
thing llks
a oroire I. medisances” (One half the world takes delight In telling slan-
dor, the other half in belleving iv). Y
At one of the losal theatres & week or 50 Ago .We Saw a pln:r based on the
evils eaussd by the world-wide love of gosslp. “All on Account of Eliza™ wan
A protty llttle comedy; tho gossipy distortions of sigzagged village minds aid
but 1ittle harf to the schooima’ am, and all ended happlly, It was a cise whgre
the one gossiped of had the good foriyne to live down the buasy tongues and
thelr wagging. F
To many who suw the play dt seemed llke farce—lke & orass exaggeration
of conditions even such as are found In the antique, straight-laced New Eng-
lund villages where ihe church steeples set a model of woodiness and straight-
ness for the backs of the citizens, and where, too  frequently, the church-bell

also sets "Iy exnmple—the example to the ever-willing tongues to take advan-
tage of every opportunity to ring out wildiy,

Little Klisa, In the story, had worn a low-necked gown In publie. Dipg-dong
bell. Ellza had kisssd a man the cemétery, Ding-dong again. And then a
foew rings just to keep up the fnterest of the neighbors. .

When Willlam Faversham was in Portland a faw, weaks back he told about
his new play, “the World and His Wife," which denls with the same problem
that little Elizga was forced to grapple with,

Only the people In the Nerdlinger play have A wWorse problem to solve, They
wiruggle with the slander of fools and of Knaves, of men and of young men—
the four classes who are supposed to take particular®delight in gossip. In the
pnd they lose their reputations—‘oft got without merit apd loat without desery-
Ing"—and the play ends In dark and very bitter tragedy.

It Is taken from a story and play by Jose Echegary, the Spanish dramatist,
which the author ralled “El Gran Galeeto” (The Great Gossip). Echegary in
rnther an interesting fellow, and Is said to have suffered greatly himself from
the evil tongues of his suppomed friends.

He was a mathematician—ga professor in Madrid, later a political sconomlist,
was A revolutionary leader and minister of the short-llved Spanish republie.
He took to writing after the dashing of his politieal hopes, and succesded nnd
falled as have all men In all timos.

He suffered the great tragedy of his life through slanller—the tragedy that
pvarshuadowed even that of the bursting of the bubble of his political Ideala.
And then he wrote the terribly morose but wonderfully impressive “"El Gran
Galeoto,” In it he depicts bitterly and movingly the wrong done by the talking
of curfous neighbors

Whether much a play will ba a success remains doubtful. There are some
faults common Lo l.:u ns a world-race that we can hear spoken of with equa-
almity,

We share a very common greed for gold, and we smlile comfortably when
the speciacle of commercialized souls Is spread out for our perusal, There are
very wida mocial sina which never lrmg-lo our consclences longer than 10 minutes
at a time, and are then pushed behind us and forgotten.

* Kk ok

PBut this question of gossip. which is so very near and dear o us,
ferent, It is a bore to mention the fact that it may result in harm.
ptory I8 dearly loved by nine out of ten persons.

It is said that In our very best circles there are certain bits of news to hear
which even the bridge table wlill be temporarily abandoned. This sounds
highly improbable, but Is given on the very best of authority.

And then we middle-clasa people all know with what delight we greet the
prrival of our busybody friend—the one for whom the French have Invented
the name “la mouche de caoche”—thoge nice, fussy coacia-flles which go huszing
thout Into evervhbody's business and flit from person to person whispering all
the house-tao-house leased-wire service at least o day before anyone eise gets
bhold of it

We clusp them to our bhosoms the minute we see them. We bring in a pot
pf chocolate and arrange the cushions and settle ourselvea expectantly.

Let no unwary third partg dare to put in a hindering hand and suggest a
kindly explanation of the spiclous clrcumstance. Outs upon the doubting
wreteh! He's a sour-visaged crealure, anyway.

* h &

In one of the western cities there (s a writer of something more than past
middle nge. During his time he has probably done a personal act of kindnegs
to nearly every one with whom he has come In e¢ontact. He has given many a
poor, frightened chap, with the fire of ambition burning bright In his soul but
without the chance to prove his worth, the desired opportunity. He has helped
lo find a market for his work and has directed his talents In thelr right directjon,

And one day a group of men were gathered in a club in that eity. And In
lhat grodp were several of those whom the man had heiped

It seems that he had been mixed up In some disgraceful affair—he had rowed
with somebne’'s husband, or done some other beastly thing, and the news had
spread fo the club very quickly.

With what dailxh'l was the morsel passed around the men in the bullding!
flow they did fously ask one another for every possible detall! How thelr
yon gllall‘nnd as they spread the report! The Home Mlisslonary soclety of the
{‘Lrnt Congregational church of Great Barrington, Masgachusetls, could not have

parried the thing off betters
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Boenefits forgot are rrueler than those withheld

In a little tree-shaded college town In the east a professor who lived a rather
pngregarious Yfe, to the displeasure of the rest of the community, suddenly
began to act suspiciously.

There were many things that militated against him. His subscriptions to|
the various school funds were Infinitesimal. His clothes were too rusty, too |
shiny, for a professor even in that modest 1ittle college. Strange and com-
pletely unexplained nocturnnl visits stretched the curlosity of the community
to the point where something had to break.

Something dld break—and, unfortupately, it wa® the man's heart. They
fearned the whole miserable story afterward, and were sorry and did their best
—the hest which was dletated by the mandates of New England consclences—
to make reparation to his family.

Of course, the reparation didn't do any good, but gossip lost something of its
popularity in that particular settlement for a good many years.

Laat week we were given an opportunity to contemplate the results of what
one busy tongue managed to work for the cause of the telling of something

that one isn't suppused to tell
* Kk K

It 1g sald that F. Augustus Heinze, the copper king. was forming a ring
with which he expected tn corner the copper market. His plans and those of
his assistants were all laid—everything was In readinesg and hut awalting the
arrlval of the propitious moment to spring the desl and send Standard Ofl and

Amalgamated Into a long nnd dreamless sleep,

But Mr. Helnze had a guest—a voung Butte girl, who loved to walk In the
eorridors of the Waldorf-Astoria, and of whom the copper magnate waa very
fond. He talked over hiz plans with her and made a confidart of her.

When “the other women told thelr cho'ce bits of news she was just dying
to spring her surprise—and one day she dla It, mtruotlng‘ho]omn promlses from
ber hearers, of course, that it would go no farther.

Of course, such tlhilngs never do go any farther. But the next morning a de-
tective agency had the details and had planted Its agents everywiere among the
offices of the men concerncd In the copper deal

And last week the sequel came in the form of ruin for Mr. Helnze and his

friends.
No doubt the other women had Jots of fun hearing the young lady from

Butte tell all she knew.
The gossip is usually a person whom we acknowledge to be brilliant. Our
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TONIGHT 8:15 O’CLOCK

MONDAY AND TUESDAY NIGHTS

Kirke LaShelle’s Big Production of Henry M. Blossom’s

GREAT RACING PLAY

TH#ATRE

14th and Washington
Phone Main

¢

A STORY OF
LOVE AND LUCK

This Is the Only Company
Presenting This Play

—PORTLAND’S FAMOUS rnmn—mn m

Commencmg Tonight = .............

The nghwayman

MARQUAM GRAND

1‘- Nt B

The San Francisco Opera Co.

Direction Frank W. Healy

THE BEAUTIFUL ROMANTIC COMIC 3
OPERA

HEILIG

AND MANY OTHERS

Stephanie Longfellow =«

Hans Robert Geo. Miller *

Dave Braham Jr. Howard Smith Lydia Dickson

oseph Wilkes Geo. Seybolt Clare Armstrong
Merritt {?- Nathen Pauline Eberhard

Robert Craig ax Moree Mabel Stoughton

Prices—Lower Floor, $1.50, $1; Balcony, $1, 75¢; Entire Gallery, 50c
Seats Selling at Theatre—Phone Main 1

REG/NALD De KOVEN

MUSIC BY BOOK BY

HARRY B. SMITH

Phone

Mainl

- WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

NIGHTS

OCTOBER
30-31

Walter N. Lawrence

Presents the Greatest of All American Plays

i TheThree of Us

BY RACHEL CROTHERS

An All-Season Success at the Madison Square Theatre, New York.

A Triumph in San Francisco.

A DRAMATIC MASTERPIECE YOU MUST NOT MISS

Harry First
& (o.

(Late Star of “Old lsaacs from
the Bowery™)

Chas. Horwitz's Original

One-Act Novelty Playlet

“The Mamage Fee”

In

PRICES—Lower Floor, except last 3 rows, $1.50; last 3 rows, $1.00.

Balcony, $I

75¢, 50c, Gallery, 35¢, 25¢.

Seat Sale Opens Tomorrow (Monday) at Theatre,

THEATRE

14th and Washington

PRICES:  Evening 20c, 50c, 75¢  Matinees 25¢, 50¢

Musically Merftorious, Picturesque, Highlty Humerous
" A $2 SHOW IN EVERY RESPECT

THEATRE

| @eo. 5. Baxer, Gen. dgx. |

PORTLAND'S FASHIONABLE POPULAR PRICE THEATRE
Eomse of the Incomparable Baker Btock Company.

| _ﬁlhl“Wééerommenclng Sunday Matinee
\

An intense drama of Russian intrigue and police spy system.
Translated from the French by Clement Scott.

NEXT WEEK: Hoyt’s ‘A Hole in the Greund”’

October 27, 1907, TODAY

THE BAKER STQCK COMPANY

In a grand revival of
SARDOU'S FAMOUS PLAY,

POWERRFRUL, CAST

Absolutely Correct Scenery and Stage Settings,
Production under personal direction Mr. William Bernard.

MATINEE SATURDAY -
Evening Prices—206¢, 356¢, 60¢. Matinces—15¢, 25¢. '

Hprual Added Attraction

Sidney Forrester

“The English @Costermorger”

The Hassman Trio

Head and Hand Balancers, Per-
forming Thrilling and Difficult
Feals

Hi Tom Ward

“The Merry Minstrel.”

The Mascagnis

FEuropean Novelty Dancers

Pope & Knight

Soné, Dance and Change Artists

_ .._

friendsnips are based far more often on common disllkes than on common likes.
If some one of our acquaintance will only express a good, strong, biting|
opinion of some one else of our acquaintance, we immediately f6ld her to our
heart.
What remarkable discernment she haa! There's a clever woman for yop!,
fiond women, the kind who go nrmmd with a smlile and a cheery word for every-
one, are always stupid, anyway!
* * %, . .
There is an old saying that If you only throw dirt enough some of it Is sure
to stick. |
Thackeray's Becky
upon everything within reach

Sharpe was an Ideal gossip, Her ncfhe brain !""lsed
and converted it Into the c-leurent the most de-
cular as the “knock.”
htful examples of what Is known In the vernacu
- lp\rfld she remains today doubtless one of the most populay characters in lho|
realm of flction. Most men have recretly or openly wished they could have
known her and heard her consummate descriptions of her friends and tuelr little |

folbles,

Most wome
of the uvquulnlnnnuhlp
but one would #ant to seal I

""‘g:“:‘mf“::\“ﬂ.a, of "The World and His Wife" is problematical. Tt dspends
on something mor€ than the mere cleverness of the men and women who play
the parts—something more than the bright dialogues and Interesting sltuations,
or even the good looks of Mr. Faversham himself; It depends upon how closely
the audlences will feel called upon Lo accept the moral of the story ns applying

And that is something about which, as “G. B. 8. has sald, ynur

!
n would ke to have known her, but all would he somewhnat afrald
It would be dellghtful, of course, to hear Becky talk, |

1er mouth hefare one let her out Into the world

to themselves,
naver oan tell

1

Joe Thompson

FRIDAY AND
SATURDAY

First En(llg

NOV. 1w 2

MATINEE SATURDAY

ement in Portland Since Her Remarkable Success in
aris Last June of the Noted English Artist

Supported by Her London Company, Including

evenive CARMEN  STREEY
evenive.  THE AWAKENING

FRANK MILLS

Presenting the Following Repertoire

“San Antonio”

20th Century Motion
Pictures

The, Latest Importcd

Three Performances Each Day,
2:30, 7:30 and 9:15.

PRICES

Evenings and Sunday and Holi-
day Matinees, Lower Floor 25c,

Prices 50c, 75¢, $1, $1.50 and $2.

SAPHO

Seat Sale Opens Next Wednesday at Theatre

EMPIRE TH EATR

Corper Morrison and Twelfth Streets.
MILTON W, SHAMAN, Manager.

Phone Main

Playing Only the lhl:—nvua Eastern Road Attractions,

Balcony and Gallery 15¢.
Week Day Matinees 15¢ to all
seats except poxes.
Sunday and Holiday Matinees
Curtain Rises at 3 p. m.

Why Jimmy Didn’t Sit Down.

The woman who had shopped untll
the closing gong had sounded stood at
the transfer station and aualtud the

suburban trolley.
“What,” she wearlly asked ‘herself,

wdoes It profit a woman If ghe does
&aln the elu=ive hargain and loses every

trace of physical freshness?”

Presartrl’y the car came along. It had
the usual fringe of humanity sn-ung
along the running board, and the wo
an resignediy prepared to stand He-
tween the seats, when a grimy youth
arose and tendered her hisg place. Pro-
testing faiptly, she sark into It guilt-
ily, and reistered o vow never to shop
overtime agnin.

In due Ume gpeveral seats were va-
cated, and the woman looked hopefully

townrd her kn

“Jimmy,"” a f‘lrnd i'nt hig, was saying,
“therd’'s room Inside now\ Why on'

u ait down?”

And the Inst drop of discomfort was
added to the woman- of humilia-

Eight instructors.
daily. A sclect high-grade school

Club,_the finest in the west.

and girls, $8 per year,

uQn*:huthImrri ! Na sooner I'lt " Phones—Eas B
. - . .. o
me "'3.:! .tr.t od when another t “m lm

The Ringler School of Physical Culture

DEPARTMENT OF 1. PHYSICAL TRAINING.
DEPARTMENT OF 2. SWIMMING. -

: DEPARTMENT OF 3. DANCING.

DEPARTMENT OF 4. DRAMATIC EXPRESSION

Complete courses.
pression under the instruction of Mrs, Walter W. Bruce.
cordially invited to inspect the new quarters of the East Side Athletic

TUITION—Senmn. $1.50 per month; ladies, $1 per month; boys

The Healy Bldg, Grand Ave. and East Morrison St.

b4

Class and private lessons
Department of Dramatic Ex-
Visitors

\

M. M. RINGLER, Director |}

old hen will on and T'll have
‘“mwlw. N \._m -

One Week-——Startmg Matmee TODAY
Sunday, Oct. 27,1907

Matinees Wednesday and Saturday.

The Naw Rowland & Clifford Comedy-drama Success,

Thorns and Orange

Blossoms

A dramatizatiop. of Bertha M. Clay's novel by Lem Parker. ¢

¥

AN INTENSELY HUMAN DRAMA.
A play that sinks deep into the heart.

Scenic Mounting, Picturesque and Elaborate.
It follows the beautiful story perfectly, and will be found unusually

mterestmg to all readers of thus most popular novelist.

PRICES—Evenings, 15¢, 25¢, 35¢, 50¢. Matinees, ““-W
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HE STAR

Telephones
Old M. 8496
New A.1496

____

Opening Sunday Matinee, October 27ll|

FOR THE ENTIRE WEEK

The R. E. French Stock Co.

PRESENTS

Beaatilul

Drama in
Four Acts

The

A Struggle
for Gold

Comedy

By
W. B.Patten

Matinees Sundays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays at

RESERVED SEATS MAY BE SECURED BY EITHER

2:30; prices 10 and 20 cents,

‘..

Every Evening at 8:15; prices 15, 25 and 85 cents. 7§

PHONE

204000000000

BOTHE PHONES |




