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“H OW would you like to live in a looking-glass |
r house? Let's pretend that the glass has

gotten all soft like gauze so that we ean get through.
Why, it is turning into a sort of & mist now. I declare,
it will be casy enough to get through,” said a little girl
named Alice, and before she had finished speaking she
was up on the mantelpiece, standing before a big look-
tng-glass which certainly was already beginning to melt
away. Inanother moment Alice was through the glass,
and had lightly jumped down into the looking-glass
room.

“Oh, what fun it will be when they see me through
the glass in here and cannot get at me,” thought Alice
to herself,

Then she begun to look about, and, strange to say,
everything wus just like the room she had left. only
now all the pictures and everything scemed alive  The

. clogk on the mantelpiece hwl a face like an old man,
angd grinned ut her whenever she looked at it
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HUMPTY
DUMPTY
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e HEY do not keep this room so tidy as the

other," Alice thought to herself. At that

moment she heard a strange sound, and with an “Oh!"

of surprise she peeped around the side of the fireplace,

and there saw a funny little old woman who looked

like & sheep. When she saw Alice she looked up from

her knitting.and said: *

“What do you want to buy!"

Alice ‘was not only -surprised, but very much

frightened, and, as she was very hungry, the only re-

ply she could think of was:

“1 should like to buy an egg,” which she sad quite

timdly

“Only one?" said the old woman. “If you buy
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twn you have to eat them.”

“Then I will only take one,” said Alice, and she

havded the woman a penny that she, found “in®her

pocket.

HE woman took the money and put it in a box H UMPTY-DUMPTY was sitting,’ with his very

and then went off to the uther end of the room. thin, short legs erossed like a Turk's. on the top

of a high wall. It was a verv narrow one, and Alice

Taking an egg aut of the closet she set [t on a shelf,

and then beckoned to Alice to take it wondered how he could keep his halance. His eves

Alice started to walk aeross the room after it, but were away out to each side and lnoked in opposite di-

* rections. and he dul not seem to see Alice, or, at least,

the egg scemed to get further-away:the more she

he took no notice of her.
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“Flow adil,” Alice said ns she walked.” “This looks

"He must be a stuffed figure after all, and vet

how exactly like an egg he is.” she saul alond. stand

like a chair, but it hias branuches.  Ilow very strange to

ing with her hands ready to catch him, for every mo-

find trees growing here”

She wondered more and more at every step, for ment she expected him to fall.

evervthing turned into a tree the moment she came up “It’s ,very * provoking,” TTumpty-Dumpty sail

toat, and she quile t'.‘i]lr.‘{.‘h.‘(i the cgg to do the same. after a [nng Sllt‘l‘lﬁ.‘. In)nkmg away from Alice as he

However, the egg only got larger and larger, and spoke. “to be called an egg.”

when she came within a few yards of it she was greatly “1 said you looked like an egg,” Alce explained

surprised to sce that it had eves and a nose and mouth, gently, “and some eggs are very guetty, you know,"

slie added, hoping to turn it into a sort of comphment.

“Some people,” said ITumpty-Dumpty, looking

and when she went closer still who should it be but

Humpty-Dumpty himself.
“1t cannot be anybody clse,” she said to herself.

away from ler, “have no more sense than a baby.”

LICE did not know what to say to this, as le
did not seem to be talking to her, but rather to

a tree, judging from the way he looked. So she softly
repeated to herself:
“Humpty-Dumpty sat on a S411;
Humpty-Dumpty had a geeat rall.
All the King's horses andsed! the King's men
Couldn’t put Humpty-Dumpty up again."

“That last line is too long," she added, forgetting
llmt-llumply-Dumpty could hear her.

“I do not think so.” said Humpty-Dumpty: “the
King promised me to—to—"

“To send all his horses and all his men,” Alice
interrupted. “Now I think that is too bad, Humpty-
Dumpty; you have been listening or you copldn’t have
known."”

“"Well, they write such things in books, I know,
That’s what you call history. Now, take a good look
at me. I have spoken to a King! You will never see
such gnother,” and he grinned from ear to ear, and
almost fell off the wall,

“WII;\T a beautiful belt you have on,” Alice

suddenly said.

“It is a most provoking thing when a person

doesn't know a necktie from a belt,” sald * Humpty-

Dumpty, wagging his head gravely from side to side.

“I know I am stupid,” said Alice gently. “Will
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you forgive me!

Humpty-Dumpty was sorry he was so cross, and

said:
“Yes, child, it is & necktie. The White Queen

gave it to me.” and he crossed one knee over the other,

clasping his hands around them. “Did you ever hear

this piece I am going to repeat for you?"

Alice sat down to lListen.

“In winter when the ficlds #re white,

1 sing this song for your delight—Only I do not

sing it,” he added.

“I see you do not,"” said Alice.

.
e HAT'S just what I complain of,” said

bSTF YOU can see whether I am singing or not

you've sharper eyes than most people.” saul Humpty-Dumpty. “Your face is just like

“umpty,-[)"mph- everybody else’s, Two eyes, nose in the middle, and
mouth under it. It is always the same. If you had

Then he repeated a lot more, and at last Alice, .
two eyes on one side of your nose, and & mouth at the

top, that would be some help.”
“It would not look nice,” said Alice, laughing.
- Humpty-Dumpty shut his eyes and said:

“Wait till you've tried.”

Alice waited a moment to see if he would speak
again, but he never opened his eyes or took any further
notice of her. She said “Good-bye” once more, and,
as he made no reply, she walked away, saying to her-
self: pe

“Of all the queer people T ever—" She never
ished what she was going to say, for at thet _,._;
heavy crash shook all the trees. and Sviryliag. un

growing very tired, said:

“Isn't that all!”

“That's all,”" said Humpty-Dumpty; “'good-bye."
““This was very sudden,” Alice said to hersclf, and
after such a strong hint she thought she ought to be
going. She got up and held out her hand fo Humpty-

" Dumpty.
“Good-bye till we meet again,” she said cheerfully.

“I shouldn't know you again if we did meet,”
Humpty-Dumpty replied, giving her one of his fingers
to shake. “You look just like other people.”

“You know people by their faces.” said Alce




