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HAT could be more deplorable
than for a mation, once having

tasted the pleasure of high civil-

- Baed development, 10 retrograde into a condi-
savdgery?
Can you imagine the United States, for

L Wnstance, meeting such a faic?

£ “

True, the annals of antiquity recite some

:'. :h. such instances, but few people would concede
. that they could be duplicated in this advanced

L.

e
o ment that a nation of 140,000,000 souls—a'

- age.
The whole world was surprised, a few

L years ago, when an cducated African clergy-

" man voluntarily remounced his culture, the
Christian religion and the company of civil-

L 'dzed people, went back to interior A frica,
b married a native wife and worshiped fire and
_idols.

How infinitely more wonderful the state-

nation which civilized Europe has for centu-

L ries respected and dreaded—is on the ver ge of
b daking such a backward step in the scale of
L evolution.

L

<L No less an authority than Dr. Bilingski,

L

_-}who has traveled all over Russia, makes the

| “startling statement that that nation is entering

L into decadence.
L ‘mony from his own observation to prove if.
L Other observers in Russia have arrived at the
L same conclusions.

| Thousands of peasants have already
. Baken to the forests, relinquished their reli-

] e
. Wt

Moreover, he brings testi-

gion, moral laws, damestic methods, their love
¥or the living and reverence for tha dead. The
puly implement of civilization kept by them is
Whe ax, and the possession of an ax is the great-
&t distinction that a man can gain.

~ From indications at present, wild nomads
Will at no far disiant day charge over the
snowy wastes where Cossacks now scatter ter-
vor and death.

Why this degeneracy? The answer may

Be found in 2 review of the massacres, the un-
checked disease epidemics, the censorship, pre-
wention of free speech and right of peaceful
congregation—these and the many other in-
dignitics which have been heaped upon a long-
suffering people.

=y OR thirty years there has been going on in Russia
an economic decay which seemed to reach a elimax
when lttle Japan trounced the greut but demor-

alized Bear.
That this Jdrcay extended to the morial eide of the
.mk-\!n. was not so well known—or admitted
Now, this condition has obtained s hold upon hundreds
of mettlements, which have totally lost their heritage of

ernity and relapsed Into one of
ghtened pust.

Amerlca, after 11 had killed off n sufficient number of

Indlans, went to work with a will and civilized those that

the murky, unen-

- Jremained.

Russiz had its Indiuns, tno—the nomad Bamoyveds who
nosfe the frogen plains within the Arctic Circle. Their
rderland was the same as that which, In the ploneer
dnys of thls country, separated the civilized nation bulld-

-

ars from thelr savage foen,

But the difference is that Russia, [nstead of civilizing
nomads, 18 permitting them to savagize her—that Is,
.rrﬂin‘ to the storles that come from the domuln of the
. There fn a theory among evolutionixts that If a man
mca.unwmgel:y ﬂlf &ehplw?] (‘;t development upon
ek n pla C e punished by bein
back—by . bavi v but his
iny naew.

ng to start all over and work out his

IGNORANCE I8 GENERAL

mot difficult to conegive of such a law apply!
pHS; reason would lﬁ!\cﬂon It even mc.ugﬁ"d.e‘}ﬁ
Such examples as Bodom and Gomorrah to bear

realize how such a condition eould come to
ust r that there are 112,000,000 of
l'nhn.hlt!n.nta whotcgnt::;' read o&wﬂu.
. % cause of decadence.
_ m.’.u % e t there
' many o & parts wh
ANCe s material culture have 'Jﬁ.';f
0m e the peasants. If
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ing their farm machinery, as well as household utensils
and means of making clothing. )

They were perhaps driven to it by the tax system.
The tax collectors come around and gather In for the
government everything of any value. Why work like
slaves when they could have nothing left for themselves?
This guestion the peasants answered by deserting thelr
fields,

Some of tHem still reslde in the old homes, but do not
till the soll or make any improvements, and when the
tax collectors come they flee to the woods llke wild peo-
ple. And such they are. '

Maintaining huts just formidable enough to keeép out
the winser cold, they huve no stoves, and do their bak-
Ing—what littls they do—over a fire on the floor.

Weeds and bark f trees are used in making bread, for
wheat 1s scarcely oultivated In some sectlons. Often
there {s but a single sheepskin in a whole family for
clothing, rnd the members take turns wearing it. Deaths
from cold are frequent.

No effort at all ‘s made to keep alive the little chil-
dren that come Into those fearful environments. If they
happen to llve very well, but not even an ordinary sav-
age's parental feeling for them is manifest. Political
despotism has killed all that .

After a child reaches the age of 7, then It Is gerlously
regarded as an integral part of the community. Before
that age they die off like flies, )

BODIES THROWN TO BEASTS

Thelr podles are burled without coffine; sometimes not
buried at all, but are carried out a short distance from
the settlements and thrown on the ground to make food
for wolves and bears.

From this practice diseases arise which threaten to
decimats the population.

No longer do many villages elect headmen and watch-
men, and they pay no direct tax to the government. Mar-
rlage among them is obsolete,

In ract, the sensibilitics of the people seem to be
blunted by famine, oppresslon and reigns of terror.

It was stated some time ago that there were 20,000,000
people sterving In Russla, so that it is little wonder that
they go a step farther to savagery.

Is the government responsible, or are the people them-
selves tu blame?

Just what share the Coesacks, representing the gov-
ernment, have had (n the degrading work ls seen In such
Instances as he destroying of the Georglans, a highly
intellectual and noble race whose clvilization dates back
1600 yenrs.

For twelve centuries these people held the frontler of
Christendom agalnst the heathen lslam.

Fut Russly suspecied them of being backed by Eng-
land and Japan, and they were doomed. It was the cry
of old Cato over again, “‘Carthage must be destroyed )"
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Only In th's Instance It was Baku that must be de-
Btroyed

“We are golng to ruln you, to ruin you utterly,” was
the cheerful warning of the Russian officer to the heads
uf a Georglan village.

And they did.

Thle was just In line with Russia's policy to wipe out
the Georglans, Is It any wonder that these people have
been ebbing toward aboriginalism?

For months the people who were not massacred were
compelled to -tay In the forests, and since thelr return
they have heen living In any hut or shelter that they
could find or bulld among the rulng of thelr' erstwhile
homes

How ar the metheds of clvilization have been shorn
from the goverament 1s seen In the fact that within seven
mon*hks there were 108 men and women hanged or shot
under sentence of the military courts, and mostly within
forty-elght hours of arrest.

No jucy trlal, no chance for appeal. not even time
to make peace for the soul!

And during the same perlod 1242 government officials
and members of the police and soldlery were assaseinated
by revolutionists,

The manner of executlng men and women sentenced
by summary oro-eedings has been such as to suggest a
return to-the primitive.

The s¢xecutions never took place In the prisons or
fortresses, owing to the dlsorder likely to be caused among
the prisorers.

At midnight the doomed men pere taken out to an

ow iAe Govervimers Jrculeales Loy ity

lsolated rallway station and, one after another, hanged
to a tree. Those awalting thelr turns must witness the
agonies of thelr comrades.

Whep one will sell one's children to avert starvation,
savaghiry Joesn't seem a great way off.

That 18 what the peasantry In the district of Kasan
were compelled to do In the recent famine, The ages of
the girls nold ranged from 1% to 17, and the prices pald
were from $50 to §75,

The fuct that the woldlers and government officlals are
nocountable, not to the people or the courts, but to thelr
superior officery, largely explains the dlscouragement that
has overtaken the peasantry.

Bome time ago an officer commanded a soldier to mur-
der a man; hé did |t. The facts were known and the mur-
derer could have been arrested at any momam._ but noth-
ing was done—he was accountable only to the man who
had given him the order.

For wueks after the dissolution of the first Douma,
the people's legislative bedy. there was a carnlval of
crimé, assassination and violence such as had never been
witnessed before even in bloody Russia.

The selzing of the fortresses at Cronstadt and Helslng-
fors, attended as they were with awful slaughtera; the

Workmern &t Dinnner., &
lyprcal Corndrition.

sending to Siberia of 30,000 revolutionists as a result of
oppositlon to the czar's forces; the robbing of natlonal
banks by revolutionaries—went a long way toward setting
the people back Into a savage state.

The frequent and terrible massacres of the Jews ls
known to every one. That these have demoralized the
natlon fearfully Is granted everywhere.

The government's method of caring for the insane s
to let them wander the streets clad in rags. Is it'any
wonder that this has had a disintegrating effect?

With men often®chained and compblled ‘to work be-
neath the earth's surface, thus dragging out a lving
death, the~part that Siberia plays in a natlon’s fall Is
large.

'Il Is aald that a single minister of the interior during
a short stay consigned 2800 people to that worst of tor-
ture places. Those who escape have nothing left but the
life of the forest—brothers to the wild beasts.

What of a country which hangs young girls for par-
ticipating In a revolution?

Buch a hanging took place last year at 8t. Petersburg

JOK cv. for the
camera man |
Should
you ever an-
ticipate committing .
erime; should you ever
feel an impulse to pay
a visit to your friend
while he is asleep at
night; should you feel
a desire to let your
hand wander into the
pocket of an acquaint-
ance’; should you cold-
bloodedly prepare to
sever the head from
the body of an enemy,
you had better pause
and look about you.
Be sure that no one is about with a black, mo-
rocco-covered box. Otherwise, you may be haled
into court.a:id convicted.

ECENTLY a woman brought sult against her hus-
band for divorce in a large city. Bhe asked for
big alimony, but produced Ifttla evidence about
the misdemeanors of her spouse ' However, she

produced & m.pﬁ}m court. The woman plotured
there was not his wife. The m h“_' u‘?.,m 3
In this coun-

",

‘.?nzl

try, however, detectives have been rather slow to recog-
nize the advantage of the irrefutable evidence of the sen-
sitlged plate. But within the last two years detectives
have taken to the use of the camera and have accam-
plished remarkable results:

Have you ever seen the [ittle pocket cameras which
rescmble w rather large cigar case? Well, If you should
#0 home tonight, Mr. Business Man, and be indiscrest
enough to kiss Betty, the French mald, don't forget that
lucking nearby may be a detactive in the employ of your
suspicious wife who Is waiting to “snap” you.

Vherever one goes he is Ilkely to meet a man with
a cameri. The kodak fiend Is ubiquitous. Therefore the
detective who wishes to carry a camera will not lkely
arouse suspicion.

"“The camersw has not been extensively used by the
first-class detectives in America,” sald a prominent de-
tective recently, “but it has been widely used by the
bunco steerers and blackmallers of the business. It has
beén used more than any one suspects,

“There are Innumernble cases where grh'nla detectives
have tracked men and snapped them when they were In
embarrassing sitions und places. Bometlmes such a
pleture Is u In a divorce case by one of the partles,
Again, it Is employed to maoce u« man of money.

ROGUES AND THE CAMERA

I know so-called detectives who make a business of

gleuthing persons and getting pictures for this purpose.
Bona fide detectives frown upon this, hewdver, and use
the camera only In the righteous cause of briffing crim-

inals to justice,
“A jury sometimes eannot ba convinead by oral testi-
mony or elrcumstantial evidence. ut when one has a
pletmr. totg:toduca. there can be no defense. A man can-
no ,, 'u
othing has been a tor deterrent to_crime than
es' galleries.” ere the camera bas played an
part in securing the ure of criminals and

In
the dme‘:a of ¥

When 'a man is arrested, his first trial ls bafore the
camern, and after that he Is a marked man. picture
goes every city in the country,

and detectlve headquarters in Ch

. Jeserich argued
g';hlbb.lt to
Soukier was committ

DETECTIVE

study it and rﬂneul::rr {l. Then they have ng difficulty

i a er nal,
o ’ﬁfﬁ‘m ntﬁ‘ooh have Iltll% taken the detectives' own
method for their protection. In Chlcago, It Is sald, there
fs In existence a ‘‘Togue catchers' gallery.”

There the crooks, for a dollar, can see photographs
of the best-known detsctives In the United States.

The business of a thief is to steal. But his diMeulty
ie not mo much the accomplishment of his job as not
gettl caug{:t.. d'ﬂu’up-to-dnte thief realizes that he

us; know the detectives,
% ll!ormerijr the detective had all the advantages. The
pleture of the ercok was to be seen In Neadquarters in

any eoity and his arrival there was soon known to de-

tectives who would recognize him.
In time, however, a clegver but unscrupulous photog-
rapher.got to work in the criminal courts. police stations
feago bti! snapped the
pictures of the best-known detectives. Then he made a

»

' atchers ery.
mfl“e‘i'ectha light-fingered gentry may safely become ac-

ainted with the detectives, and they can keep a look-
gt‘llt tnor them In whatever neishborbo:x they may work.
Amol?!‘ the mgﬂ(t_'_&hoto‘n hed “?t i‘l o uve; "Elgm’l:
L ridge, o cago, r. Wooldridge, ho .
?ﬂovzgothcmb‘ut “unto-u‘p" men in the country, and his
are amasing.
di‘ma years a“f) Dr. Paul Jeserich, a’ of

c:nt'll:ra into the ection of :w

@ CRIn many

from fhe phot m.““""p::f'?m ' which &
wthuu by mere examination’ of the

fine cathedrals. On being told by & friend tihgye there
Tt e Ty body ot a ~Was & fine collection of old fossils to ba seen
m.nl m‘,m m':h ;.5 . i o s Fh&pt‘er Btglnl.dhe ul.. oft uuso without glclly.
: .the man's oloth ng open the door, he found a ‘venerable dean al
-nu? n?h'v Tons 1 hﬁu':'m' tgoml:r.h of a photml&"ﬁ chapter. sit in_council. 2
ph.  Microscopic examination showed specks on the his gurprise, he blurted out that he had been told~
and revealed It as that of & dog. .. { that he would find there a fine collection of old fos=
SR PSS L 8 s S-S0 (D S Sepiecing (X, Wbl s
8 en T
’ thlllll!l\l':l'? m'_ o g Y ter, and the curgte retired much discomfited -~

noplianikove was hanged for assassinat-
I‘:::.gas;o':ﬂ:lld:l;o Bl:u died with a prayer on ber lips for
nu’r"::«: there was the martyrdom of the Red Widow of
the Russian Revolution, Frau Linda, who was the first to
die when the governor at Reval gave his troops the order
he striking army.
to ﬂ“rreh:: tlll:lVGrllﬂtz are closed, as in Bt. Petersburg
last year, because the student body was feared by the
government, what 18 left but illiteracy and degradation?
Social 1ifa was completely interfered with by order
of the pollee, one of which was that people must not
congregate to play cards. These card parties were ]:‘-
garded as hatching grounds for conspiracy, so the police
et to break up the games.
'"';'t::::r:l:dan instance of a girl who happened to be
standing peaceably by a window of a jall when a Cossack
fired a bullet through her head.

“Murderer you have killed a woman!"” shouted one
of her fellow-prisoners on a political charge.
“YWhat was she standing there for?” brutally asked
» soldier.
u‘-l"or this act the soldler was especially rewarded with
a =um of money by the government.
Totally heartless have the peasants been driven by the
indignities they have been forced to suffer. To show how
heartless they became, one Incident will suffice:
When a soclety was formed some time ago to kill off
enemles, It was customary to pin to the lips of each
corpse & paper setting forth the exact nature of the
erime for which he was killed.
Is it any wonder that Russia I8 thought by many to
be sinking Into savagery? .
Ll . % P . h
Staggering Figures Furnished
L]
by Railways
O MORE staggering figures can be imagined than
N those in connection with the world's rallways,
which have Increased In the ladt few decades

with almost Incomprehensible rapidity.

Possibly the next great engineering marvel will be
the linking of America and Asia by means of a rallway
and tunnel from Alasks, via Behring Straits, to Si-
beria.

The preceding generation might have consldered
the cost prohibitive—it is estlmated at $5600,000,000.
Not 80 the present generation of bullders. For that
amount represents no more than the cost of the Trans-
S8iberian Rallway, to bulld which $400,000,000 was ex-
perded, with another $100,000,000 added almost imme-
diately for improvement. It has 6842 miles of track,
and during the war %5 locomotives und 45,000 frelght cars
were constantly employed on it

Almost as long will be the Cape-to-Cairo lime, which
is now nearing completion. It will be 5700 miles be-
tween terminals. Already |t carries 7966 mlles of tele-
graph, comprising 30,720 mlles of wire, and the total
expenditure to date is §138,513,020.

The highest bridge in the world links up this rall-
way over the Zambesl I"alls. It contalns 1400 tons of
steel and Is 420 feet high, or 60 feet higher than St.
Paul's, London. The whole of 8t. Paul's could be dumped
Into the chasm which il spans.

The world altugether possesses 537,105 miles of rall-
road, raPmuntlng a total value in hard cash of forty-
three billion dollars. This estlmate covers 160,000 loco-
motives, 225,000 passenger coaches, and 3,000,000 trucks
for freight.

WORLD'S LARGEST STATION

The lsrgest station Is now belng bullt in Leipslg at &

cost of $57,000,000, its length will be nearly 1000 feet

éeand

s thirteen platforms each over 1000 feet long,
gigantic steel arches, ¢uch 40 feet wide, will spap
platforms.

The longest tunnel (8 the Bimplon, which o8 the
Alps. It Is 13% mil ong and cost 000,000, More than
100 lives wepe Tomt"Mi" Its construction, which began In
1805, The highest rallway ascends the Slerras, Peru, It
tunnels the Afides at u helght of 15,646 feet—an elevatipn

reached In the short distance of seventy-cight miles.
In its bullding 8000 workmen were engaged at one time,
and nearly dled or were killed during the six years

of Its construction,

A rallway up Mont Blane will probably be the next
great enterprise of this description, The French govern=
ment has sanctloned a scheme to bulld a railway which
will skirt the mountain's glaclers, crevasses, und preci-
plcey till it reaches the top—a height of 15,781 feet.

Prub-!.blg the most luxurious traln [n the world be-
longs to the kalser, It cost §1,000,000 and took three
yeurs to build, lts gorgeous saloons contain two nursery
<oaches—a gymnasium, a music-room and & treasure
room. Oll paintings and statuary decorate the drawing
room. . The treasute room Is constructed on thy safe-
deposit principle, with two large burglar-proof sates. 1'he
“crew” of the traln comprises several secretaries, six
adjutants, the household physiclan, many body servants
and the imperial barber, valet and chef,

The fastest time ever mada by tralp was attained on
the Marienfeldo-Dahlwatz Electrie Raflway, near Berlin.
An electric motor-car, over 100 feet in length and welgh-
ing 05 tone, traveled at the rate of 13) miles an hour over
a twenty-three-mile track. The only discomiort experl-
enced by the passengers was the terrific nolse, which re-
sembled the clanging of 10,000 blacksmiths' hammers.

The world’s lopg-distance record for speed s held by

, H, Harriman, who crossed the continent from the
Pacific to the Atlantle, a distance of 3306 miles, within
three days, thirty-three minutes, attaining a ;?ud of
eighty-three miles an hour over one track of 137 mlles,
and an average speed of sixty-six miles an hour.

The London suburban trains hold the passenger
record. They carry every year over 400,000,000 passengers,
There are ﬁaf stations in ndon, and there will be 60
when the new tubes are completed. The Central Lon-
don tube alone carries 268,000, pmamou a year. Bee
tween 9 A. M. and 10 A. M. every day 197,843 persons enter

London by traln, :
He Saw the Possils
‘A as follows:
A few years ago a young ocurate of rather an

N AMUSING story is told by the London Express
archeologleal turn of mind was visiting one of our




