" ' Modern
ONDON.—Hlistorical pageants have
Lecome so popular In England

that though the first of them was

held only two years ago, no less

than & dosen are being given this
gummer In as many different towns of
John Bull's tight little island. Next
year there probably will be twice as

Mummcrs’ Catcl‘n

many. Before many years have elapsed
it is likely that every town in England
with any clalm to hlatoric renown will
have held Its open-air theatricals de-
ploting memorable scanes In its annals.

The secret of the popularity of this
form of entertainment Is not far to meelk
They anord realistic glimpres of the
past such as can ve obtained in no other
They present lessons in history

WAY.

in the most attractive form. They en-
courage civic pride and local repearoh
fnte the manners and customs of old

times. Tlhey are far more interesting
than ordinary “exhibitions” with thelr
monontonous repetitions of things moat
of us have seen befgre. No spectators
wax more enthunsiastic over them than
American visitors. Mark Twaln, for ex-
ample, declared when he landed in this
country recently, that one of the things
he mos' wanted to see waas the Oxford
pageant
And that suggesta the query: Why
ghould not America have Its historic
geanti, too? History there doea not
go far back as here, by a long way,
t what theres in of It ls extremely
feturesque and by no means lacking
a thrilling scenes. There are no armor-
clad knights concerned in it, but red-
skins in their war paint, from a spec-
tacular view, would be just as eflective.
The early settlementn, the Indian fights,
the ecolonial wars, the revolution, the
war of 1812—not to carry It any fur-
ther—afford material for vivid tableaux
of fascinating interest that would pre-
sent an epitome of progress and devel-
opmant well worth seeing.

Dubbed Pageant King.

The man who knows more about him-
torlc pageants than any other man in
the world Is Louls Napoleon Parker,
wall known to fame as & dramatic au-

. “thor before he entered fresh flelds of re-
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nown. It was he who first Introduced
the historic pageant to Engiand at Sher-
borne two years ago. He has now three
mn{n on hand, and might, If he
chose, keep busy at them for the rest
of his days. He has been dubbed the
pageant king, and he s marching on
from victory to victory with Gargan-
tuun strides. Truly he is a wonderful
man. He digs out history from bur-
rows and barrows and castle moats, and
shrines and sarcophagl, and clothes the
dend 'hodly of It with color and glory

ilnd gold! His pageants pay handsome-

,Parhr. who 18 best known In the
United States as the co-author of "Rose-
mary,” was born in France, educated in
Germany and has done his work In Eng-
land. is mother was English, but his
father was an American and his grand-
father a <hlef justice of Massachu-
setta.  So, he gays, he ix a llttle bit of
all Influences, “but primarily a Boston

the populllr Fancy n
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Bcene From Bury B8t. BEdmund's
Pageant.

man.” Obviously he is the best man to
consult about the prospects for success-
ful pageants in America

Plymouth Is Ideal

“My knowledge of Amerioan hlstory,”
he said, modestly, when I had propound-
ed my query to him, “ils limited, but I
ghopld say that towns in America with
historles sulted to reproduction in the
form of paegants are rare. But there
are a few of them that would lend them-
selves to such a purpose admirably.
Plymouth, Massachusetts, for Instance,
would be an ldeal place for such a
show. 1 could imagine none better In
Ameriea, According to my ldeas, speak-
ing offhand, an historlo pageant there
should be worked out something like
this: The nrst tableau should deplct a
scene In the English town from whence
it takes Its name. Buccessive tableaux
should represent the landing of the Pil-

grim fathers, the trials of the wsettlers
and their struggles with the Indians, the
split with the motherland, and so on
tgrnush the independent history of the
country.

“Anlem, Massachusetts, s wanother
town that affords abundant material for
an historic pageant, the witch incldent,
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El;glnnJ—Amcricnn History Presents Many Opportunities for the Successful Prod
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Rameey Abbey, Whose Thousandth Anniversary Has Just Been Commemorated by an Historic Pageant.
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ings Depicted by

uction of Pageant Plays on This Side of the ann

' sapecially, being well adapted 1o dra- able shrine stood; our Abbot Bamson

matio tion. Boston is an- 1 move where his sturdy protot
other mu&q:um the necossary his- must dally have been meen; our twen
tory, £ fine city though it is, from five barons will assumble to sw

what I have seen of it, 1 should say Its extort Htfl'hl Charts from Kin
people ‘Are too busy to bother about Within a few feet of (me spot on "Which,

ts. The same s true of New the original barons met "

ork. Ith population is too cosmopolitan It would be hard o come “anywhere
and too . muoch absorbed in trade and nNear matching such sites in Amerioa,
commerce to enter with enthusiasm Into where littile sanctity attaches to his-
the preparation of an historic pageant. torle associations wend traditions, but

it would not be a difficult matter now
Thl;‘ Are many people there who know o very costly ona tv reconstruect In »

nothing and care nothing aboyt the his-
temporary fashion, sufficlent for scenla
- :’““ olty. pur;’mel.ybulldlnn that have been de-

Are Not Limit i stroyed.

The towns In america whose history Selecting Performers.
goes bahi far enough te afford good ““The work of selecting the performers
material for the presentation of pa- for the pagennts,” continued Mr, Park-
geants in ‘them are by no means so lim- er, “is a very conslderable one as may
fted as Mr. Parker appears to think. he judged from the fact that at Bury
Anybody familiar with American his- §t. Edmunds £,000 take part. I Intere
tory could easily lpeolb & domen or viewed ench performer, nnd allotted the
more that would well answer the pur- 200 speaking parts, This work alone
pose. But an historic pageant ls not a ocoupled several months. It |8 essential
matter to be undertaken lightly. That in a pageant-play that each performerp
Americans who may be dlsposed to take should be thoroughly well sulted for
the matter up may ‘get some inkling his or her part, so far aa personal ap-
of how to set to work I asked Mr. Par- pearance goed, It does nof matter so
ker to give me his idea of what a pa- much sbout their abllities as actors and
geant should be wke and how It should actresres. The grent thing was to get
be constructgd. people who looked thelr pris,

“Briefly,” he sald, “it ls a very dig- “Having allotted the parts, the nexi
nified and Impreassive display of the thing Is to start rencarsals, Rehears-
history of the town in which it takes Ing a pageant-play [ can ondy describe
place, from its earliest origine down to as a gigantle undertaking. It ls, af
some date, not too modern. This is set course, performed (n the open al or

forth in the shape of a drama divided * fonkiderable extent of ground
into soenes, each of which deal with a ®lderable that Is, compared to an o

definite event or peridd, and is a com- dinary stafoe.
plete littla play In itself, acted by its During rehearsals I stand on the

own performers, whofe share (n the T00f of & bullding In the geant

whole 18 llmited to thelr own scene. It £round, and shout out my directlons to

s alded and adorned by every device the 23,000 performers. I use o mega-

which the dramatist can think of, such Phone, as otherwise my volca woul

as batties, choruses, dances, proces- NO! be heard by all, and 1 have, o

slons—not processions for thelr own COUrse, among the performers the as-

sakes, but such as occur naturally in Sistance of several able lleutenants, who

the course of the drama—it s ex- T®8lly help me in getting the pageant

pressed in such forms of dinlogue as 010 proper working order.

are most sultable to the event repre- z

mented; In prou,bln blank verse, 13 Costly Undertaking.

rhyme, or in dumb show. It is boun "

together and brought into unity by the A pageant Is a costly undertaking,

narrative chorus, a cholr of male volces, and there Is a growlng desire to pro-

‘r?.;a:elfun&liun t“ 1'1: to tell Tgtntl:dlﬁnce duce them on a more elaborate and ex-

pening and what has bapbened. = © pensive scale than 1 think in wise or
necessary, Beven thousand pounds will

be spent in producing the Bury At
Edmunds pageant, which will take six
days to play, and It will be on dif-
ferent lines from Any cother pageant yeé
produced. The book of the play took
me twelve months to complete,
"According to my schems,” continued
Mr. Parker, “a scheme 1 have hither-

History Is Necessary.

“It ia acted on a site Intimately con-
nected with the hlstory of the town.
Without such & nite, itself k’jndllng the
imaginations both of the performers
and the audlence with vislons of the
events which have made It sacred
ground, I eannot concelve the possibllity
of a pageant At Bherborne it took [0 *4rIch Out And sball persiat in durs
place within the ruins of the old castle contlnue the work, every costume and
buflt by the redoubtable Roger of Caen, :I‘I:‘_’r'{ ui:‘:::"P‘;;‘5'1-1“"’";'“‘,‘""0“:‘[“5]1: n‘:'lt{‘.‘ In
Abbot of Bherbourne and Hishop of NWumanly pomsibie designed mnd n:l«r‘;:
Barum, At Warwick 1t took place In by the townsefolk themgselves. In my

the grounds of Warwick castie and our rlpln:unh it Is not the raftua[ h‘lm}.eml"

weolk, owever auccessful, which L]
Queen Elizabeth spoke the actual words (4 chief featurs of this movement buf
on the actual spot upon which the or- rather the previous year or fi tean
Iilnll Quesn uttered them more than months of preparation. I claim for my
800 yoars ago. At Bury St. Ed ndes pageants that they have been the
we get even Into closer touch witll the means of discovering en Immense
past. For there we play within the amount of buried tatent In the towns
precincts of the ruined monastery, Our through which 1 have passed and of
shrine of Balnt Edmund will stand utilizing that talent !n a remarkable
within a few yards of where the verti- manner."

OMINOUS MUTTERING HEARD IN INDIA--Inde-
pendence Movement With the Slogan “India

e .‘\\\-f '|‘.’

College Buildings, Calcutta.
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By Willlam T. Ellis

(Copyright, 1807, by Joseph B. Bowles.)
ALCUTTA, India—It s serious
{gnorance of the world’s big news
to be unaware that there is at
present in India a widespread
sentiment of ressntment, If not
actual revolt, against Great Britain,
‘which may at any time find sporadic
expression {n revolution, Great Britain,
with the self-confidence of the strong,
doss not seem to be paying muoch st-
tention to the matter, although some
pergons, reoctlling that this year marks
the fiftleth annivarsary of the mutiny,
are nervoualy calling publle attention

to cortain disturbing wsigns,

Anyops who gotes as close to the na.

‘tives & the missionary does—which is

far ,closer than any other white man—
kpowe that the foremost subject of

#hought and agitation among them 1is

whal they conslder thelr wrongs et
the hands of the government. They
c¢laim that they are being dealt with
in high-handed and oppressive fashion;
that they are denled anything approach-
ing a proper measure of self-govern-
ment; that the public offices are open
to them In a decreasing degree, and
that, in short, India {s being ruled for
the walfare of Great Britain, and npt
of India

The “India for Indians” Cry.

Now a falrminded observer cannot
by any means agres with all of the
positions of the Indian agitators; nor
can he withhold a great deal of admira-
tlon for the fairness and disinterested-
ness of the British officials, Never-
theless, he is bound to recognize the

for tl'lc Indians“

lowest classes—those who are below
caste, In fact, the outcasts, the sweep-
eri. Having nothing to lose by accept-
Ing Christianity, thousands of these
have embraced the gospel, and they are
today entering the Christian church In
large numbers, The motives of many
are doubtless mixed, but they at least
afford the missionary materinl on which
to work. The material g not of the
hest, but It 1s human. Here, as In all
heathen lands, It Is to be borne in mind
that the missionnry 18 really after hin
convert's grandchildren; no misslonary
known to me expects to see a completely
transformed and Christlanized people
come out of raw heathendom.

Bo he bears with the short-comfhga
of hia Christlans, He laboriously tries
to set them on thelr feet, and though
they fall a hundred times from the deals
nf melf-respect and self-support, coming
to him with the bland assurance, “You
are my father and my mother; pleas~
help me,” he does not lose heart.; For
he has ever before his a{es the spectacle
of outecasts who have been made over
Into noble men and women by the power
of the Christian rellgion.

How Sons Excel Fathers.

Undoubtedly the misslonaries are
transforming thelr people, One of the
Methodist misslonaries at Lucknow

.

Once & heathen tomb; now a missionary home for homeless women, Lucknow.

tians alone, unaided by foreigners. Fur-here is bound to take an added Interest

meriousness, not to say omffnousness, of thermore, one frequently runs across
this “Swadeshl” or “Indla for the In- “Hwadesh!” mass meetings; I found on=

lans” agitation. Without under way In College sguare here, with
a sl Ut DPUttng yundreds of students listening uﬂfg

much credence in the talk of a natlonal to the

impassioned speeches. It Wi

uprising against the white man's ryle rather surprising that the Y, M. C. A,

sioce the mutiny), it cannot he
that the deep-flowing, ever-ip.
g and widely-manifested tide of

perious consideration.
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peérs are full * lages, which ¢
wholl,\lr ny:_?b{m ulai::;‘::_m};f:
v national L Laristian revival which is to g 'den
Hon which Indians ‘be found in wome parts of Indla, and fieed -&f"u &
AS own, the converts of th
-Chris- ment, it 1 evident that mission work missioparies have been chiefly from u::

; and 1t I8 not
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ged themselves to deal worker, M

a4 direct re- movement

to fur- the tene
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The orlental dearly loves intirgue and

B - one precaution, the native t
B ;h::a never been permiited to m—';m}: :lr"dent leaders were able to gather &

owd, fully half as large, only 60 yards
s

agltatlon; espacially is this true of lhe
Misis natipnal sentiment 1s worthy of Eengalj “babun" o educated Bengalln
¢ ' Who are foremost in the “Swadeshl'
iy ecity of the l::lpi" the movement. The Bengall, contemptoysl

seen In declares the Lriton, is an fdle, boastfu

alker, and pelther a fighter nor &

he !'enute! assurance, on the part of
nformed persons, that the “Swadesal"
has not, to any perceptible

degree, at lsast, extended to the vil- spirit of seif-
cent of the which mark

y of this new pational move-

during the next few years.

Making Men of OQutcasts,

Whatever tonds to put the stamina

of manhood Into this people contributes
Indirectly to the milssionary undertak-
For the first and last factor nf
Indian life 15 the caste system, which
dooms the majority of the people to‘a
lot esteemed lower than that ofs the
it were not for this
h its unbridgable bl
wer could lon
00,000,000 people.
°.I:;It of "lmrm:!-kllsmul"
8 A man to dull acceptance of
lot, rather than to a cherishing of
overnment apd ambition
e weaterner, keaps back
in mind the tue nation-from development. so that Its
is in the past,
ndia Is simply men.

own Inquiries developed nation

ointed out to me a young man belong-
ng to thelr chureh, the youngest of
three sons, whose father mnever earned
more than eight rupees a4 month in his
1ife. All the boys are op‘mducts of the
Methodlist school.\ One 6f them is secre-
tary to the governor, and all are in gov-
ernment employ, winning their places in
comﬁetltwe examination; and the salary
of the most poorly paid fs 160 ruPus "
month, or 18 times that of his father.
This, Is the sort of mlni that 1s being
accomplished all over Indla.

The schools of India “‘t'ﬁho crowning

ya- of misslon work; they are the
divisions, ne ﬂﬂg.or 'whr;h manhood..and - ‘woman-

control -t
T of

m&. finished product. Of a few
I ‘mhall speak more In detail
next week, in my final article upon In-

fa. They are a distinet and powerful
eontribution to the forces which are

ness in India. N _
One phase of misalons to which' the
overrment contpibutes its  sapport,
financially and otherwiss, is the indus-
trial school work. The Indlan uaro-
verblally unprogressive and uninventive;

creased owing to the scarcity of

the mission schools are temhtnf the

on, 8
that new enterprises for the winning of
the lvellhood are being created and old

manual arts and In modern fash

ones revived,

For the Christians, be it understood,
Are ?nollm.lly A caste by themselves In
most places. They are cast off by thelr

families, friends and coreligionists; and
it I8 necessary that some meank of live-
1fhood, not dependent upon neighbor-
hood favor, be taught them. Thus in-
dustrial 1rninlnr has a most practical
relation to missionary success; since not
all, nor, in these days of great Ingather-
ing, a very large percentage of @ na-
tive Christlans can be employed by the
mirsionaries In any capacity.

Thar$owerful pocinl leverage which
|s exorted by female education in =
land where women are kept "behind the
curtain,” Is almost {ncomprehensible to
one accustomed to the llberty of the
west and to the equality of the sexes.
The missionaries have far-sightedly
et to work to make the very springs of
India soclety Christlan.

Snakes and Plagues.

P‘hyblca'l hardships are more numer-
ous for missionaries In Indla than for
those In any orlental land. 1 came to
India in the hot season; some mission-
arfes were cruel enoygh to gloat over
this fact, for most travelers see India
only In its delightful “cool” season, and
then wonder why anybody should eom-
plain of the climnte. The misslonaries
have my sympathy; peopla who work as

they do in a temperature ranging up to
150 degrees are not out for a pleasant
time. Trylng to snccompany them on
thelr rounds nearly finished me; here-
after T prefer to read aboul thelr la-
bore In & book,

Accustomed though the American be
to the plague as an occasional horror
which merely peeps In at one of our
seaports, it Ia8 not congenlal to go rang-
ing about the native quarters of clities
where the deaths from plague number
more than 200 a day, Yet there lles tha
missionary's lot, and he will explalm
that very few white persons dle from
plague, although cholera exacts a heavy
toll. Nobody seemes to know just what
the plague Is; even the natives have
come to a hazy reallzation of the fact
that it Is transmitted by some sort of
dirt germ. Therefore, during plague
aeason-many natives may be seen wear-
ing. shoes and sandals to avold cuts on
thelr feet (hrough which the plague
might enter.

Snakes are ~ real peril in India, some
10,000 persons dyinf annually from
“nake bite, A certain missionary upon
vhom I called had a native nurse for
sach of his two little children; perhaps
he thought I looked as If I regarded
this as A& misslonary éxtravagance,, for
he explalned that they dare not trust a
child outdoors for a minute alone be-
oause of the danger from smnakes. Al-
together mlssionary work In India Is not
én Edoenlec experlence—especially since
at some places the misslonaries labor
for years without a convert. One Brit-
ish veteran has had only three converts
in 16 years. At Benares the three strong
missions average only two or three ac-
cessions a year.

Our Prize Gunners.

From the Navy.

The result of the recent target prac-
tice shows a notable increase In the gen-
eral efficlency of American naval gun-
ners.

The scores which have just been an-
nounced indicate that this year there
are 10 ptar ships (those whosa final’
merit {s at least 856 per cent of that of
the trophy winner of thelr class), where-
as last year there were only three,

Last yenr the ‘average final merit of
all ships was 64 per cent of the highest-
final merit, while this year It ls 71 per
eent,

Another remarkable fact in connec-
tion with the result is that the efficiency
of the Pacific squadron, which was the
smallest In final merit last year, Is this
year the highest of all the squadrons.

The ships which compose the second
squadron of the Pacific fleat, and were
last year the Pacific sguadron, under
command of Rear Admiral Swinburne,

won all that they could win—that {s, G€8Tees with him.

the oruiser, gunboat and torpedo-boat

trophies. ling. When there was a rage for these  Fiy

he battieship trophy. of courss, went worts of contests a few years back Kip- t}‘,’,‘&‘}‘;‘{:j 3 I}::mlg:ntmaulthnrt dies,
to the Atlantle fleet; as, there is no bat- ling almost invariably fed the polls 88 the newspapers In any way thers ls 8
e final 1 the most popular of English authors. to follow within a day or two a greatly
FRii foct oindron Tado obimial £ inink he s ool eround e then. incrsaseh emand 107 $ia Tock T
¥ t solow ' nyhow, anyone who obgerv: e dem- ; y .
pess In India o mationsl conscioWS” igher tham . that of the mext highest onstrations WHICH greeted the two men fined, I (on't Komw Wi e pnn:
could have no doubt that Mark Twali ={ores have the same éxnerience or not,
- stinds a long wa{( ahead of him In the hut If they do I should think it would

Thhr!i':.hn- ate :0.000 hnrsﬁn In.;t ysrr. pt‘:bg:‘-id l‘: u':“tha SR % | hathor
e horme meat consumption has in- che minlster, 0 every little whila t him
beaf, English writer now before the bublic in A (hat wouls Pinde

Y .

tleship in the second Mguadron of the

squadron.

of doctor of letters—"D. Litt.” By the °X¢ites It The gemlal American hu-
time it reaches you the cables will have compelling magic

made the story of the ceremony an- !hlnE. S oout him which, %
clent history. But Americans will like EVER than Americans. They just love
to see how he appeared on that memor-
able occaslon. -The gown I8 white and When .

the hood 18 of brilliant scarlet. With Authors' Works in Demand.
his grand head and snow-white shock “We are obM
of halr, he looked fine in it and was obMged to watch the dally
quite the most imposing figure among
all the notables who recelved honorary ang the works of certain authors,” said

KIPLING NOT “IN IT" WITH TWAIN--
American Humorist Outshines Engliahman When
chrccs Are Conferred Upon Notables at Oxford

Rl T N,
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Mark Twain in his robes as doctor of letters leaving the Sheldonlan
theatre, Oxford, after recelving the university's honorary degree. In the
doorway, at the rear of‘the photograph, is Sir Henry Campbell-Banner=
man, the English prime minister.

ONDON—Here 1is a photograph has aroused in England anything llke
of Mark Twaln clad in the !ha outhurstsa of good will that Mark

Twaln has receive
robes he wore when Oxford. the .. gone. " 1 ha'i: Itllwtl:_r:t?*nh&:ee\&ermt;:

“Mother of Universities,” ton- thing to compare with It. [t {8 the man
ferred upon him the degres himself, far more than the author, who

morist has some mysterlious affection-
English folk are quicker to feel

him—nothing else expresses It,

From the Cleveland Leader.
papers studiously In order to keep pros
pared for the demand for certaln books

one of the assistant librarians at the
Among them, as you know, was Kip- Cleveland public lbrary & day or two

e was more loudly pay an author to keep dolng something
the public eye.




