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Being Grown i
tbis Coantry.

MPORTING  health—or what was
[ intended 1o, preserve health—from
other countries, just about spoiled @
$25,000,000 note for Unele Sam last year.
he value of chemicals, drugs, dyes
and medicines which he bought in a rwelve-
month was $74,452,604, and, while mych
of this material was used for industrial pur.
poses, it is probable that one-third was used
in the interest of health.
 And this Ymmense importation while
we possess the climate, the land—every.
(thing, apparently, but the determination—

A :‘faw ‘pn;c.‘icaﬂy any drug or medicinal
i: * tin use

This.isn’t a new thought—it occurred

%0 the Department of Agriculture of the

iy

. several sources.”
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United States a few years ago,.and with it

‘came the logical qamrioﬁ: Why can’t we

be doctor to our own people in every sense |

of the term?

8o the cultivation of drug plants has
been given a good boost 1n various parts of
the United States. Imports are growing
less. Such things as opium, cascara, cam-

" phor, belladonna—these and many other

drugs which we have become used to con-
sidering entirely foreign—are being iraised

right at home in constantly growing quanti-.

ties.

. And now we are informed that a large
proportion of those drugs which are bought
at ﬁmcy figures from abroad have been all

along growing in this country—but they
have been considered weeds]

field there.is a sourde of profit far and

away exceeding the'daxdage ¢ may

- do to other plants js ®ng of the de-

velopments of the government'sé'drus’investiga-
tion. .

“If the products concerned are not to en-
tirely disappear from the materia medica,” said
Dr. Rodney H. True, physiologist in charge of
this branch of the Department. of Agriculture
work, mot long ago, “it is- nmecessary mow to
cultivate, to domesticate man+  wild -plants
which are, in danger of extermination from

T HAT in the much-despised weeds. of the

As a result of apathy, until recently, in
the United ‘States concerning ' this phase-, of

 plant industry, Dr. True found at the begin-
. ning of his work that many of the most valu-

mble of native drog plsnts had been almost
axterminated by drug. collectors; certain mnox-
ious"meeds, instead of being profitably utilized,
bad remwined to impoverish the soil, and mil-
lions of were being needlessly sent

?:ﬁ changed. Not yet free
gidealers’ yoke, we have at
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degree altogether unforeseen even by the most
optimistic of the experts who have been en-
gaged in the work.

Plants imported from Europe and the Orient

—from China and Japan—were used in the
experimental work. Experiment stations were
established at Washington, at Ebenezer, 8. O,
and at Burlington, Vt., and, as occasion war-
ranted, at other places.
_ In several cases the behivior of important
drug-producing plants of Europe and the Ori-
ent under conditions in the United States has
been determined.

Great strides have been made with the
poppy. In-imaking this test, the poppy from
China was used—not . to facilitate the “hit-
ting of the pipe” by Hip Sing and Hop Loy,
back. of the/laundry, but to furnish part of the

vast amount of opium products which America

needs for medicinal purposes each year.

It was found that opium ecan be made to
thrive in the most widely sepgrated parts of
the United States. In so cold a climate as Ver-
mont and in the warm sectitrs of the South it
has shown ability to maintain .a vigorous ex-
istence.

And this American poppy has been found
to contain the product from which morphine,
codeine and other medicinal alkaloids are ex-
tracted.

Indeed, the experiments have gome much

' further than this, for one of the attaches of

the Bureau of Plant Industry, W. O. Richt-
menn, has experimented extensively with a
rocess for separating the commereial product
rom the plant, a task which, under the old sys-
tem, was accomplished with a common sausage
grinder. P B

In a single year, recently, the importations
of ‘erude opium and other products of the
poppy were over $2,600,000, Wouldn’t this be

. worth savi

f
South_ngulifornia has, been found to have
about,the most favorable conditions for poppy

. culture in the United States, .excepting t
" labor is not cheap. “Some parts of
. thought, might more properly ‘meet the require-

exas, it is

ments. ; :
In Texas—in the town of Pierce—the gov-

ernment has fately begun to experiment with
camphor, which has for a pumber of years been
succossfully raised in’ Florida.

- Not alone for medicinal: purposes is the
growing of camphor

b d N8 (. |

' camphor—make

“to prove of use;
" a8 & wind-break about plantations rows of-cam- -
phor trees may prove a godsend to many resi-

il Wl e Sets’> ety
i ,until recently, t  en ]
from Japan, the world’s l% of ¢ is
now being somewhat augmented from pican’
soil, although the industry has not yet been
placed on a commercial basis. -

. Bince the camphor importations amount to
about $1,000,000 & year, every effort is being
made to get American  farmers interested in
the industry.

Importing camphor trees and distributing
them tﬁough various parts of the South, the
government has practically demonstrated that
various sections of that territory are ‘suited for
its growth, »

The readiness with which the camphor tree
is propagated from seed, sud itd.rapid growth,
together with the large yield ‘'of gum and’' oil—
in Florida the yield has been 1% per cent. pure

: til:ok anononiiq g:uibilitiu in
camphor growing very brig
Although the bulk of licorice wused for

.medicipe-in the United States—this item alone
* amounts to/ about $2,000,000 arnually-—comes

from the ‘countries bordering on the Mediterra-

nean Séa, the Bureau of Plant Industry has

found the plant to be hardy, capable of grow-

ing, almost in a wild state, s far north as

Pennsylvania, . This is one 'of the medicinal
lants which will certainly be raised in the
nited States for home use befors long:

Belladonna and digitalis are among the im-
portant minor erude ‘drug importations which
might just as yell be produced in America as
elsewliere; in fact, the cultivation of belladonna
on a commercial scale has heen successfully
taken up during the last several years by an
Ameriean firm. _ )

It has been found easy to raise foxglove—
the plant from which digitalis is $
Washington and in South Oarolina. !

Peppers are being readily raised iu Amer,
ica; but, on account of #he restricted demand,
this industry is' not likely to reach an impor-
tant stage. {

Another plant, used as medicine and food,
which America has been importing, while it
could just as well be gathered on American
shores, 1s Irish moss,

The cultivation of the eafcara sagrada tree
has been carried on with great success at
‘Washington, anc «at Ebenezer, 8. C. Not only
is the bark 1n great demand in America, but in

foreign lands; and, since a fomT shortage in

ithe . near future seems  ineyitable, American
farmers have been advi

sed to take up its
culture. ;

Among the American native weeds, gen-,
erally neglected, which are held to be waluable
as medicines, are golden seal, burdock, lobelia
(a poisonous weed), pokeweed and boneset. Bug
there are many others. v i

' Especially’ gratifying have been the results
with regard to the golden seal root. By no
means new is this remedy. The Indians used it
not only %o stain their faces and dye ' their,
clothing—they found the root & valuable medi-
cine. - Captain

across the West, that golden seal was a' gheat

remedy for sore ayes. . s
Yet it remains for the government to feach

the people of the present day the desirability
of cultivating it.

It is native from southern New York to.,

Minnesota and western Ontario south to Geors-

giz and ‘Missouri, ascending to an altitude of.

2600 feet in: Virginia. Prior to 1000 there had
beén no reeord of any one who had attempted -
the cultivation of golden seal for the market.
’Il'in_ vernment started its cultivation on a
small ‘scale at Washington, and as a result it is
now snnounced’ that it is susceptible of being

profitably propagated.

As illustrating the profit that there would
be in more general cultivation of golden seal, it |
may. be cited that in ten years from 1894 the '
price has incressed from 23 cents to $1.25 a
pound, and has continued to climb.

Estimates by relinble dealers are that the
annual comsumption, or, rather, demand, is
ahout 300,000 pounds. But, of eourse, if a large
number. of ﬁ::le should successfully engage in
gmwing go seal the price would soon go

own. »”

. Oversupply. .indeed, ‘seems to be_the only .'

thing to be feared, once America s
termines to become her own doctor and druggist.

Lewis learned, when he wai .
making  his e.l'{ec_lition with Olark, in 3804, .
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