SK any Texan the question, “Who is
the most remarkable woman in the
country®' and he will prompily re-

spond: “Mrs. Helen M. King.”

For Mrs. King and her career are always

tferred to with pride by Texans—by the
people of the entive Southwest, for that mai-
ter. Not only is she the pioneer woman ranch-
er of that vast territory of gread cattle king-
doms, but she is numbered among the world's
richest women, having run o close race ‘with
Mrs. Hetty Green in the accumulation of
millions. :

Her successful business career stamps
her as the peer of any of the famed American
caplains of industry who mow dominate the
industrial, corporate and financial affairs of
the United States. Left the nuclens of her
wow vasi fortune by her husband, who has
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been dead many years, she has increased her
wealth by many millions in a period of a quar-
ter of a century,

Visitors to the Lome Star State have
heard for years of Mrs. King and her two
great ranches in Texas—together they have
1,000,000 acres, or not a great deal less in
area than the State of Delaware. For years,
in illustration of the immensity of her land
holdings, it has been customary to siate that
it was fifty miles from her doorway to her
frant gate.

Over this principality of the cattle coun-
try Mrs. King has ruled in person, not dele-

ating authority 1o others. She has managed

er affairs so well that her wealth has grown
as if by magic. Recent negotiations by a part
of capitalists for her 1,000,000-acre ranc
have attracted attention to her possessions
and her really romantic career,

the rea! estate holdings of 1his progressive wom-
an that they extend Into four counties—Duval,
Nueces, Zaputa and Btarr.

Iiar first possession., the Banta Gertrudes ranch Is
her pride. To it, a few years ago, she added an ad-
Joining properiy, the Los Lauwrelon ranch, thus bringing
her land property to 1,000,000 acres,

Over these milllon acres are senttered more than
M0.000 hond of beof oattle. In addition, there are hun-
dreds of horses, mustangs, Texas ponles and live stock
of other kinds. Most of this stock Is of exeellent quality
=lhery is very little of the kind known as “serud,” and
it hrings the highest prices at such centres os Kansas
City, Bt. Louls and Chicago, to which pointa the ranch
queen makes regular shipments.

Fow shesp are raised on the two ranches, but there
ure thousacds of hoga, chickena, geese and ducks. Much
of the fowl product s retained for the lables of the King
household and the homeos of the employes, but the surplus
Is sent 10 markét. While Mrs. King la generous, even
open-banded In relleving the needy and In giving to
worthy objects, nothing goes t0 waste anywhere on her
great estate,

In laying tha foundstlon of hwer present great fortuna,
Mrs. King was a helpful assiatant eof her husband, the
Iate Captain Richard King, whose memory ls highly es-
teemed hy all Texans.

When bhe dled, leaving her extemsive land Interesta,
she bravely continued the work that he had begun, and
has sean her svealth Inereas: by leaps and bounds. By
common repute ahs s rated as worth at least §50,000,000.

BRAVED INDIANS AND OUTLAWS

Almost from the time that Captaln King loeatsd tn
that wection of Texas bordering on Mexico, his wife was
with him and shared with the settler (he hardships and
dangers that beset them In the days of lawlossness for
which the period following the short-Mved republic of
Houston, Crockett and Bowle became notorions, and the
years subsequent 10 the Mexican and the Civil Wars

When she went there with her husband, Indian bands
roamed nt will en the and which is now her own., But
the Indians were far less dangerous, and not so0 much
& menaos (o the safuty of the Kings and other setilers
as were their nelghbors on the border, the desperadoocs of
that wild period.

From Mexico flocked outlaws, cutthroats, smugylers,
oattle thicves and revolutionists; and from wvarfous parts
of the United States criminals and renegadea of socisty—
all of whem scught refuge from the grip of the law In
the then alinost unpenetrated Bouthwest

It was In Brownsville that Captain King and his
yourg wife lived whan they began furming and cattle-
ralsing. scquiring by degroea the land which formed tho
nuciaus for the vast exlate which the latier now eontrols.

Brownaville was In the vory centre of bordsr rufan-
fsm, bBut Lthe sturdy setiler and his young wifte Wwers
pdustrious and knew not fear. Oaptain King was not
lofMg in eatablishing a reputation far and wide for hia
bravery and abliity o take care of himseif and his fam-
iy

Cot}ﬂ‘!’m in Texas are not small, yot so largs are

His hamdsome young bride, a Southern belle, educated
in the sele¢t schools of New Orleans, was just as courng™
oun, and could bandie a riflx with as great skill as the
frontiersmen of that day. ~ Sha waa sccounted’ a sure
shot, and the desperadoss who crowded Brownaville had
8 wholesome regard for ber,

Never hy word or act was she maoleated either In
PFrowasville or on the faym. | 8he wis a Diana on horse-
back, and few of the men could excel her (n horseman-
ship. Iz ber old age she still has a splendid and perfect
mount on the back of the most spirited steod.

Captain King was noted for his honesty, fairness and
ablitty to take enre of his Interests In any business
transaction. He fought his way through the long pertod

of tarroriem carricd oo by the birdar ruffians, who com-
Jbated niw at every step for the comting civillsaiion and
development of that section of the Bouthwest.

BATTLES WITH DESPERADOES

Ianumerable stories of his battles with Lhe bands
te outiaws who preyed va his roaming he
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to ftrontier life and fts dangers that the oullaws and
thinves who infested the section gave the house & wide
berth when they learned that she was thére alons with
her “shootin’. lrona.” Indesd, the desperadoes, who at
some timé or.other had to see Captain King on legitimate
buainess, readily admiited that they preferred to cali
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o thority to negotiate or close any important businese
’1

action without the approval of Mra. King. i

Her sops and daughters are happily married snd ssbs
Mrs lln(ﬂmtm:lntwummm
but she was sngry that she should have been takem by

tled comfortably In some other parts of the
Bhe parieyed for

snd bave sach recelved a good «duecation and
portions of the eatate. Mrs. Kisberg la the caly ens
Mrs. King's children Iving

time and talked to the Mbexican, hurling questions at him h";:ﬂlmcmmmmum
and telling him that the ecaptain's monay was all in the r life on the plains of Texas, many miles
bank in Brownaville. The womalh was hopaful she would m‘ﬂﬁ.ﬁ&;lnm*lm“r
et the outlaw off his guard If she could enly anger him. Snted fluences lh;nw.o‘ru':u umm o
Then would coms her opportunily to get & shot at aim. = & umwilh'umm ol AL B3
The Mexican waa fast losing patience, and put one e m’m by n'd m o,
Loot on the threshold. Quick as & flash and before he ot odltly and highly educated

advancs further, Mrs. King had her six-ahooter
at him and her finger on the trigger. But as

King homeatead.
Thers 1a always open-handed hospltality on
Gertrudes and Los Lawrclos ranches,

fallen In & hetp in the Jdoorway. .
cautlously and discoversd that the Mexican's head was
almost cleft in twaln by a tomashawk.

Just us she fired at the Maxican an Indian hsd hurled
his tomahawk at the bandit. The aim of the redakin
was swift and sure. In the dusk through which she
peered she saw two forms spproaching, and readily
recogniséd a couple of Indians belonging to & bond friend-
Iy to Captain Brown. As a matter of fact, the sams band
bhad on several oocasions Mntercepted ihieving outlaws
attemipting to raid the King ranch, and put them to rout

majority of them are Moxicans .
CARES FOR HER WORKERS

The two red men informed Mrs, King that the dead

Mexican had come alone to the shack, and wias without mpther. :
companions, They had discovered him too Iate to pre- Mre. King is generous aa well as rich. During
lant yemrs she has given away nearly WO.00

vent him getting into tha cabin, but feeling sure that ha
was bent on mischief and knowing that the “good pale-
face chief,” Captain King, was away, and his “squaw
and “papooses” alons they followed him.

This episode in the early lite of the pow famous ranch
quéen s but one of many and equally thrilling experi- Kiogorille (namod after her busband),

the aéquirement of an estate, Mra. King has developed
business ability and a knowledge of affairs such as fow
women in this coumtry can boast. The original ranch
which she helped her husband get tegether by the grad.
pal sddition of tracts of land, the Banta Gertrudes, is a0
shormous revenue producer.

While most of the land comprised In £l

used for stock ralsing, practically
ceptible of the highest cultivation.
n the last twenty-five years the
value from 15 and 2 cents an acre to §5 or

s the custom of sbhaking bhends

ls originated. L
many other practices, it opiginated (m 3
m-ﬂymmmmbm
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All of it is in the artesian water belt, and ean be lrri- another that no hamm was ibtonded and that t A
gated without much trouble, and at Ntthe cost. Such 54 weapons, they extended and gmsped. sschl ol
iand under cultivation is selling in Texas for S5 an scrt. hangy 3
Mrs. King has boen pisaning of late to reciaim all har To let thoss ho met i peace know he had o, 2
grasing land {n the four counties, and, by boring srtmiSf  nem gnd felt he was among friends, soldiers rof
wells, irrigate 1t. The plan was to rent the laxd o Pro- poimets from thelr fhces when in (e presanos: -‘:'.
gresstve and practical farmers who thereughly under quoinaces In foudal days: The custom
at the house whils the capiain was thers rather than defend with her own life the dear ones she wus Ero- gtood modern agriculture lifting o2 hats to women )
meet his wife alona. tecting. Probably menm, when shaving In a hurry, Bawes
Indiana never troubled the King ranch They had a Onee sha had cocasion for real alarm. While she was DEFIES OLD AGE —d ity thals ; o _

wholesome respect for the euptain’s prowess, which was
teatod In many an encoumter when he first settled on
the border. In course of time the red men establiabed
friendly relations with Caplaln King and becama his
staunchest allles against the eattle thieves and cut-
throats

Indeed, many a time, while King was away from
home looking after his scattered he of cattle, the In-
dfans sent memsages to his wifs, alone with her babes
in thy sanck, to warn her of impending danger.

Friendly redskina would walt in ambush for gangn of
raiders amd rout them after a lively bactle. During the
confllct the brave wife and mother stood on guard with
rifie in one hand and & stx-shooter in the other, ready to

busy cooking supper—Captaln King being from bhoame and
nothing Indicating danger—ahe heard 4 nolse In the area
before ihe cabin. Running to the window, shs saw a
gotorious Mexican bandit dismounting from his broneho.

She quickly withdrew and reached for her six-ahooter.
Bhe had misplaced the weapon and did not find ft at
ence. Finally she discovered the revolver on tap of the
kitchen cuptoard, and grasped it. As she turned, how-
ever, she saw Lhe Moxican standing in the doorway.

He had her covered with two pistols, which be point-
ed directly at her. [n broken English, Interspersed with
many Spanish oaths, the Maxican warned her to throw
down her gun and make po resist , 8 it would be sure
death for her. The Intruder told ber he had come for
the captain's gold, and that he wanted It quick.

Mrs. King Is no loogey young for she is just pase- In the time of Alexandos U
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. was fund that whoen troups came b Mot the
ing three-score-and-ten. Desplte age, she in the ao a4 : =
tive manager of her vast propsrty all other interests, formed a good handhold for the obemy. v o
dersd that all his soidlers shave thelr faces, to EBE.

retained the buttons. 3 .-

In uncient times iords leept large bodies of
wito fought with them as well as served m th
On festive occaslons they dressed ln special Ik
originited the cusiom of servanis wesring
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gradually los-
ing the softness
of their sext
Are they becoming
more masculine as the
years go hy?

To this question
many physicians and
. studentd of sociology
answer, yes.

Sad to relate,
many critieal obyare-
ers of the gentler sex
sssert that its mem-
bors are writing a new
histary of woman;
that she iz becoming
masculine in de
meanor; masterful

and independent in

manner; assertive in

so-called No longer the
dependent, is sho to m#‘ that intangible
charm demure womanliness in this era

of sweet,
*-"mﬁlnlhmhwhohr-

WOMEN LOSING the SOFTNESS *f the SEX?

Worian was oote as angel but she berame dissatisfed;
#0 now she is In the ol —Ludwig Fulda
OST of us bave rewl of tha lnsses ond Indd'es
of Colonial timies—of the dainty, demurs
maidens “tripping lightly * “speaking softly.*

{ “blushing radiantly” anll coquetting 'with
“bashiul, downcast syes”

Thoe volee of one of thess was ke a whisper, bar -

coming as gentle and beautiful as a Southern sephye.
SBhe looked up to her lover., the robust th
trustful dependence and love, ing noulm
submissiveress to his will, her sweet, chitdish

ity of manner, her willlng confidence and el
ways. Instead she A groater idel in_the

man's oyes; Lke A rowe she wound herself sbows
heart more sacurely.

Yot Soea one meot the simpls Hitle
maldan nowndaya? In the sSouthern Slates,
sald, many of the wopven . retain the old-
charm. The young women are molest and
refined; the older women oultured,
[raciously womanly. In the country &
Northern Btates, too, one also © ide her as
by Heoaseitl, “a soft, swiet woman ™ :

But In the clities—the hurly-bari itlen with
thousands of working u“.;’rozc-for:ni -?:
one And woman of the mes “‘5;:"' type

“women of the

Colonbal
it

“Alas, no” sald & physician
times In observation and sudy. "“The W
greal citles of lhe coubtry are ¢
the melodious roftness ls depa-ting
they are becoming and masc
laud, self-assertive,”

“To one who tnvﬁl in Europe and
l'hl“":’"P“:‘: Nm'h Chicaxo g-n:l: nrge
jean iy, " o AppRTYD "
vinced that the pace of hta [T
woemat, It destroys the

* I8 the stroet cars you varsly sce

young girl waa wooed by har lover aod)

trems of & home She passed from bar 1

to that of & loving husband. L - dependod

helpmeet, iooRked up to him and loved bles
" Iace of

Now wes tha revarsed

army of women sten
dostors, teachurs,

fs there fn which statistios

ey
women, ":

There Are probably maay cauned.
“American women once heid the highest place,

probably, fn the regard of men of masy Bations—ibe
Erace and sweetners of the voung —vremen of the pnrigd‘
of the Vivil War ang befors ware provsrdlal ARd Wi
and aw-qmenhtu mo;i‘f:: ‘{:-wn

pendent, n d by the COAYE
But -"f-'n:}.": has come, Ask any person who
Yeod abroad an

e will tell you this s trus
“Walk the atreets m'.m;. nig clky—you wil see lofty,

ring women, walking witl the ait of an
TR R
1 h AS A »
'“dmujo.::t‘r:x by one anethsr, nushing people be~

t tallkl in & lowd bhrasen mManner
--s."‘..“&.. vou will sea the otter selfisimess manifest.
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man who ::lll e ne .
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“There are many . t.8 ©
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