O PEER into the dim, mystersous
future, secking 10 learn oné’s fate
or fortune during the coming
to setisfy curiosity and pr 2:: for
rejoice in promised goo

and among all people this Jc-

_or
niries
was ost in the minds of men

. _‘h hforc Saw consulted the Witch of

n the East and the West, the

i
-formu-uﬂer still holds sway, as of old.
In China the geomancer is consulted

regarding every act and event .of life; in

 India the fnhrs are sought for kmowledge

_of the future, their hdp is asked in inspir-
dng laggords with love or inflicting harm

on m in Egypt sercerers are con-
5) natives and travelers just as

they were in the days of the Pharaohs,

Strolling gypsies still find a profitable
~ avocation, in Fmpe and America, in read-
ing the future for eredulous visitors, while
at seaside and other resorts ahum: card
readers, clairvoyants and Hindy astrolo-
gers ply a paying trade.

study of the fortune-tellers o/ vari-

ous lands is a never-failing source of inter-
est 1o the tourist.

HERE is, more or less, an element of
superstition in most persons, no doubt,
but while many would not pay a debt
on Mon Lmn an undertaking on

Friday, few of Western world entertain
i the fanatical belief in the necromancer as do
the le of the East.
the Orient his prognostications are de-
voutly bdie 3 po devoutly, in fact, that if
mu o mot come true the people sttribute the
to their own lack of faith rather than
the fault of tho seer.

The Oriental regards his soul as a pos-

Im- which good and evil spirits are con-

m the ltulnl here permested with
-J-lterlﬂw influences. is tempted—he can
feel the wicked spirits forcing their way into
his heart. He suffers misfortune; there is a
day of ill-luck—the evil ones have been vic-
terious. They must be placated.

With the faith of a child in fairies and
goblins, the simple Oriental seeks the assistance
of the fortune-teller. Both good and evil spir-
its must be worshiped; he must the good
will of both; he must obey their wishes, meet
m: desires. But how is he to know their

About the streets of any city in China are
strolling fortune-tellars. They are regarded as

Wi arbiters of good and evil; as men in commuuion
L with the unseen; with-eyes that can see into

the distances of time.

Mighty lord end lowly coclie alike consult
the fortune-teller. His advice is ssked on any
contemplated action. He names lucky days for
business ventures. He tells a sick man
name of = physician who can cure him. It is
believed that he car locate stolen property. He
talls a son when to bury the body of his father,
80 that the spirit of the decedlent may have an

suspicious passage to happiness.
L THE WAY OF THE CHINESE SEER =
/ . 2 enbulistic lotters and desi A saga-
s looking individual, wearing h tortoise-
L. '. 1... with £
& B 1 how he can
hich has been haunting
he awnits eagerly the words
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biguous phrases. Like the oracls of cld Delphi
he speaks so that one can never tell exactly
what he means. Usually the credulous one in-
terprets the words topait himself; if the pre-
_dictions fail to come true, the ignorant ecoolie
becomes convineed that he took the wromg
meaning.

No one douhu the fortune-teller in China.
His word is .regarded as infalliblee. When he
becosfles rich on the offerings of the eredulows,
the Ohineso. readler of the future installs him-
self in luxurious apartments. There, in s dark-
ened room, the wealthy visit him just a8 the
coolie did on the street.

Even n Westerner becomes impressed with
the sense of mysticism when he enters one of
these chambers. About the wall hang red or
black curtains, embroidered with Chinese char-
acters. . Btrange, hideous faces of bronze idols
peer from dim recesses; wavering lights flicker
and cast portentous shadows. Spiral rings of
incense ascend and - evolve into mysterious
shapes,

In the centre of the room sits the specta-
cled oracle. Before he talks some one in the
distance begins beating tomtoms; there are

oatly crics as he consults the spirits, but as

begins to speak in & monptone other sounds
diseontinue, and one can almost hear the knees
of the superstitious patron knocking together in
‘the semi-darkness,

Most revered of the eraft are the astralo-
gers. Their charges are the highest. The Em-
peror of China has a staff of fortune-tellers at-
tached to his court. To interpret the meaning
of his dreams is the duty of the chief.

PALMIZTRY RULES IN JAPAN

A Japanese fortuhe-teller wears a white
towel about his head and carries with him
sword and a fan. e burns incense, regards the
palm of the applicant, and consults a book of
divination. ' Upon the advice which is given the
uneducated Japanese regulate the doinge of
their daily lives,

One thinks of India as the land of the oo-
cult—a land where wise men have learned tho
secrets of life and explored the mysteries of the
grave. From India have come exalted phil-
osophies and deep expositions of the develop-
ment of the human soul; yet in India flourishes
a system of augury and fortune-telling that has
been productive of much harm among the
mormt

maltreating themaelves the Indian
flkiu retend that they attain spiritual powers,
ll.a their flesh and the sores with
wear heayy chains about their
bod!u. wlnch cut them ss they move about.
I;ny Ieﬂf arts of their limbs, burn thslr flesh
1&0 power of thmer“'holy men” over

tln plu is almost absolute.

E&Mh‘ an Indian fekir took his stand
under a tree outwide the house of an American
in Ctlcnttt. Wearing little clothing, his body
M m‘ﬁdlm brown face with an

persons visited him.

the
2

few
To add to his the American order-
ed him away. Thrning in wrath to the serv-
ant who pre him the word of the master of
the houss, he : “Before the sun sets tho
third day hence this “tree will dis and never-
more bear fruit.”

Soveral Indians who stood’ heard him.
Taking up his chair the £ : moved to
snother quarter,of the city, The day after-
ward the leaves of the : ng yel-
low. Those “the of-the old

A great
saw’ the

old mAn was anything
but nn

bowever, his fame spread thr the city; rich
and poor consultad him. His was sought
by the wick; of amulets be sold hundreds; hi
:{ifmam were treasurdd as sure proofs against

. Boregry in India has been developed to an

art; the tricks of the falirs are to a

soience. There is no power which they do net

claun. from egpelling evil spitits to mtroduemg
T of &nu into & body.

:? the Brahmin priests pretend to
tell the future by reading the stars. There are
soothsayers who wander the streets smoking
long pipes. the shapes taken by the smoko
as it ascends they claim teforetell the future.

In some Oriental countries—Turkey, Per-
sia, Egypt—the soothsayer booms business by
walking the streets, molnlﬂi lamentatiors, and
Erophﬂymg evil for all o do not eonmlt

If he is a prosperous prophet, he wears an
elaborate gown of many colors; if his means aro
meagre, he adopts a monk’s robe and s tall
sheepskin hat.

«1“»-'

R —

-'-t..-ﬂt: !., e b o P
'I' ‘::.'?1 "

2n China Iortune  Tellers aoe Conselled wn évery Lvent of Life

With bvwad head he walks about, moaning
gumn]]; Perhaps he sees a native approaching

im.

"P::r man, lmmr:{?le &mi unfmmto
man,” groa ears dro rom
“woe unto thunll’ Woe unto”thoei 1 would m
wert in the depth of the sea—woe unto thee! I
would thou wert dead on a waste in—woe
unto theel ' Unluck: the day thou
unfortunate man.”

p 'Ii'lemﬁnd lll:i “Ei? #fops hdntho man
of avil power, and on lknoos to avert
the thmbnq’d doom.. b"

ﬂ{i{-v‘iu Mn?eh::th the lpiﬂh. tha
800 u eoin passed his palm—
makes reession.

“Risa, fortuna n he . eries
“The will be gn:mat’ unto. thes. ‘Em
have my vrayer. The- doom tlmt was

t born,.

guund !un been averted, O fortunate, most

o ihen
hen ha tells the beami 1
nﬂ'l?be future ho?dn for hun.wfm 2 rdgnes
Te are many women fortune-tellers i
Egypt. Some are really beautiful women. {"h:ir
features ave regular, their eskin dusky, their
- .hm 'lad d"k'thbemh;l .:k h?‘&. ﬂFrmn un-
tnrb.ﬂ ir 1.1
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nt otels of Cairo ArT;
their trade. Of course, their xrau:"tyu: h.urvu o::
is: reaped: travelers whose great desire is
hmtchthdzm-forthoﬁntmmtb
fnce of the Bphinx. ¢

The seeress usually wears a long robe. Her
foeeis wnveilod, She tells fortunes by throw-
ing & bhandfol of coins, then bending to . the

ground and regurding their position. ' After she -
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be begins to rant like

the fellahesn: consult
her on all matters of importance.
In Italy publio letter writers

Vortunes as a “side™ trade. Bﬂﬁu

itable on a street cormer -uijnuctls
‘mique: Jooking character. He wears  black
mt;m{“n high silk hat, o

erhaps some young
‘a lettar to her lover, em

‘has received an off;
an ancignt priestess,

E?—

ot her
'wily scrivener, who heard her secrets
diting the letter, tells her all about
mds her heart and S8 & sm
In Italy, too, flour
time witches—witohes of tha nd
vigited by the Lord of the Bumning
wer Lytton's “Last Days of Pompeil”
find them in d.l-mlhn‘bl&aﬂap in
ian city. You will find them with a
sometimes a snake, ' and you will see
brewing etrange concoctions.

GYPSIES IN MANY LANDS

Best known of the fortune-tellers am
gypaun. In all countries—Rusais, Greses; Tar-
land, France, the Unitad States—ths
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& gypsy éncampment near your
hunﬁ.m be in almost any part o
wWor
While thamtrldnhomth.mﬂn
reap coina by £ events.  As she follows

“the lines of the

hriuprnh
woman tells of chrk q
haired” women, of persons burm; familiar
tials and foes of certain ical

She tells of trips which one is to tn.h.. of
persond making trouble in the family.
ernl are her stateménts that the s m:&:::l
woman who has her fortuno told it ap-
ply to her personally; che will seek smong hor
ncquaintances for frionds with mm to eorro=
spond and foes with blue, black or

Gypsies, as a rule, especially those Gfﬁ
rope, scorn a nationality and know no native
country. Each is a Bohemian by heritige and
a rover by choica,

Being reluctant to give informatiom sbout
themselves, a census of these people is diffioult
to effect. Careful estimates, however, placs the
number at 300,000 in Austris-Hungary; 100,000
in Turkey; 10,000 in Greece; 20,000 in l'
150,000 in  Russia; 50,000 in Ihly.

Portml and Spam 10,000 in. France; 5000 in
England and 10,000 in the United States.

Tt is stated that there are 50,000 ‘members of
this momadic race in Asia snd Asiatie -

The gvpsies travel at any seasom o the'
veur that the spirit happens to move
this sountry they wander from New En]h
the Pacific const; from the Great Lakes to the"
Gulf of Mexico, their homes and families being
always with them.,

Bome of the more prosperous bonl-.
and, perhaps, land, in the North, and IIN there

during the winter.
Many others, however, winter in the South-
ern States, wherd . the climate is not severe

enough tp-drive them indoors.
ROUTEB CAREFULLY HAPPED ouT
sies start out

ulually fo oW & course dnw?n bm map
out in advpnce. One band, leading the way
through a country, will leave along t.h. m&ib
signs that roay never be noticed by the
traveler, but which catch the aye ofsthe M
rova& ;nd coanvey to”him [ p‘;l.in direction.

is “pattertn,” or road sign, is usually «
little, carcfnlly arranged pile of sticks, gruss or
stonee, placed at eross roads, ares
this pile, reads its meaning, and thns A mes-
sage from & band that has. preceded him.

Sometimes visitors to gypsy have
marveled at the seeming acouracy with the
roving soothasayers bave told fortunes. - The
truth is that 'palmistry plays little part with
moat of them.

They have wonderfully retentive memories,
and accumulate a store of information
ing localitics upon which they can draw at any
time,

Gypeies have their own
gunrr! zealoualy, and only lmm “are

ther. In country the “kalo. jib" the-

ek langunge.” spoken by one of thess ls
to another, is in purer form and nesrer- to
origimal speech of the old wﬁndulu Aryan
tribes than in any other country,

In the cities of the United Stites
mn:l is lTrim Of dead. Palmists
readers thrive, cours, nnn,y
sk ol Y oy g

to n-
bers of socisties for payehical research.

In country towns oldmtﬁolﬂd
cards or tea leaves in oups are quils common.
Many beliove in Yol a8
thair eredulons -



