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'OT long ago a cablegram, flashed

from_fer-away India, stated that

. Svew Hedin, the Swedish traveler,

had md rich gold fields in an almost
unknotwn sackion of Tibel.

« Thigannouncement, such as started the
remarkable rush of Forty-niners jo Califor-
nia fifty-2ight ydars sgo and a frenzied dash
1o Alaska within recent memoty, scarcely
created o ripple of excitement—at least in
this country. And yet the world today is
busier delving for gold, and with greater
sucgess, than ever before,

Amazing, too, has been the increase
in the world's uutpm of gold of late. Last
year it was about §400,000,000—nearly
double the figures of a decade before.
Within a few years stadisticians believe it
will rise 10 the great flood of § 500,000,000
annually, and that the time is not far dis-

Gold! gold! IOM' gold!
Bright and yellow, hard and cold.—Hood.

A broad snd ample road vhouaulthpli—lmwn.
OI.D is more thnn the - standard by
whioll the value of other material
J 1 measured; it is the magician's
‘which, plmng upon the varied
activities of t.ho human race, determines by the
bﬁiﬁn:s or timidity of its touch whether there
" or 5 ation.
’p m ost ur- commonplace
—has 1.ha search !or gold become, that the world
st large setms nearly to have" intarest in
ome of the most important. and pieturesque
et e waprecallied pebdiond )
et un P the
present shows that more of m are
searching for fortunes in the ample bosom of
Mother are moeting success—than
ever before. :

In the western United States, in Alsska and
Canads, in Mexico, in Australasia and bleak 8i-
beria, in'pest-ridden Afriea, soldiers of fortune,
drawn from all quarters of the globe, sre crowd-
ing the territories where “st have been
mads, and .are toiling for a share of the vast
wealth hidden away by nature.

One seldom hears, for instance, of the de-
termined gold bhunt now going om in Siberia’”
The field is not new—it was discovered away
back in 1845-—but today it holds out to the
seoker affer spontancous wealth a lure alto-
gother novel.

Only now is the full extent of its endrmous
possibilities being realized; now that the pro-
_duction in its chief field hes grovn to 90,000
ounces annudilly, and when experfs are sure the

mnn't may be lloubk-d with ' up-to-date hand-

To tho average American who may seek zo
keep in tonch with the Siberian .{d.
eomu 4 récurrenoe of a Russo-Japanese vur
. Ope must tear one's self away from
51‘.‘1";  hines” SN Slar thapsng s o
t o Apd must get
sequainted with stieh jawbroakers aé Preéobra-
hn ok and Alexandroffaky—these are samples of
the names of Siberian mines. -
Gmndonlnnncionwhenﬁumﬁh
frorn & wirmar country shivers in furs, this Bi-
bn-inn-i bmtnwmlttedtoh[mm

Tln miners are inured to cold. '!'hu bﬁ-e
Werk.” i'nehnlnt worh.

O Mez into [
"ffmf‘fﬂmsc softhe Wordd.:

tant when the* output wlﬂ be $é00,-

'006000

T is difficuls to appreciate such an
enormous yearly increase in the world's
wealth from ome source alone. So bu:z
is Old Earth, however, her éner,
vanized into dented activity in all
lmes of indusiry, that astonishment finds
wo place in her feelings. This is truly the
golden age.

One hears less mow of framtic rushes
to new old fields, but this is not because
men's. lust for the yellow metal has
abated. More alluring than ever, the
glitter of gold is tolling them. to- the
world's out-of-thesway places, where they
are struggling, suffering, starving, dying
or winning fortunes as fate decrees, and
writing new -chapters - in- the- great ro-
mance of human endeavor and adven-
ture. .

laborers receive no more than a mere living.
Thore are fewer  independent, free<lance
miners there, perhaps, than anywhero else, as
nearly all the gold hunters are miserable toil-
ers, laboring for the enrichment of the mine
owners.

Hu-dlhir unspeakable—hardship such as
no other gold eraze has developed—is their
l~+ Not 'suffering for the mon alone. Othe

Mhﬂlﬂhdﬂnﬁfwo!mn.
thhmhumim,iu

mhhcﬁm

m brokln.
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Drogbectors on o New am;

diy in aud day out from dawn till ‘dark, under

the most rigorous conditions. At home their
children may be orying, hungry, sick, miserable
~what matters iti One must live!

And for this what do ihe Siberian women
receive! Reduoeed to American eurrency, lbout
$2.50 a week. Even the men who do the mining
rebeive on an average no more than $4 a weok.

A ocurious feature of this fleld is an anti-
quated mv.lhod of developing gold mines, which
exista side by, side with more: means.

There is n class of people known there as
tributors. - A tributor is & poor man who gets
the Jandlord’s permission to mine gold on his
land.  This he may do, sells the gold'
luthntothohndhrd i at about $10.80
E:«Y‘m -bwt $10'a-day for the use

, mrh stricken viljages to reach the

lhmdroda of them—pnff and mnd

But even st that, tributors might strike it
rioh at times; so further restrictions are im-
rood. A tributor may.go to the depth of water
avel, and no further. At this point the mine

e the property of the owner, to develop
for ite more ‘valuable deposits,

Despite the system which prevents the mass
of workers from getting more than a h;u;g tho

. Biberian gold fiolds are being energoti

velaped. You pass through desolate forests a.nd
d, and

null-«—
and
YeaT

yourself in a wonderland of netivi
Mining works are on all sides ;'

day. Sundays are ihcluded in the R
of teil for gold.

For miles around are mines audmﬂlﬂ&n- :

hd:r out of place, or, at Toast, out d ‘sceord

with offe’s impressions of the contre, of Biberia,
there are electric.lights ughout most of the
forty square miles. of the principal field,,
and mine , owners hue luxurfous homes, fit
ted with modern conveniences.

Yet, in spite of this modemn side, one may
sae m many parts of the regien the “horse-

or windlass for hauling the ore from

inft. A bay sits astride a horse, which,

tramlmn' around and sround in.a small clmh.
winds about the drum the pnlley rope.

To the Siberian fields rush constantly in-

creasing crowds of sdventurers, who think that
the mere presence of gold holds for them the
magic thing, opportunity, the word which now
pervades a ussia.

Pmt.hounen are crowded with these pe?nm
The snowy roads to the field are dotted with
them—for many are: too poor 1o go by train.
Passenger traffic there is enormous. Indeed, it
was principally the opening up of the Tran-
siberinan- Railroad which gave the great impetus
to gold seeking.

It is not only in the Siberian portion of
Russia that the lure of gold holds out the covet-
ed prize to its devotm, in the entire nation, ac-
cording to a recent estimate, the annual output
is more than $28,000,000.

8till, Russis, or, mdecd. Europe as a whole,
cannot lay claim to leading rank in the output
of gold. No complete figures are available later
than 1905, but thesa place Eumpe fourth on the
list, and Afriea second.

Of course, North Amerion is first, with an
output for the year of $118,176,774. The figures
for the other continents are: Africa, $113.3238,.
971; Australasia, $85,970.779; Europe, $27,668,
111; Asia, £824.446.386; South America, §10,060,
D42,

In three years the continent which had shown
at that time the most marveldus increase in gold
production was Africa, which had produced but .
$08,030,423 in 1904, and even a lesser amount
by almost two millions in 1904. In the same
period North America’s production was ine
creased over E138,000,000,

While dealing with figures it might be well
to absorb a little general information at this
point regarding the wonderful increase of tho
world's output,

Examining’ the records, the first startling
fact that we find is that during the first half of
the vineteenth ocentury the total production
amounted to $T8T,000,000, while during the sec-
ond half it aggregated $6,900,000,000. 3

Here is an éven more striking fact: For
the eleven years, 1806-1906, both inclusive, the
harvest of yellow metal amounted to $3,319,

000,000, or mmch tlm: had been mined in
all the lwﬂ w t of Columbus’ voynge
down to 1850, l?:i o

th ﬂﬂﬂ’n gold p
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1895, a little over
roduct had aggre-



