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WATER AMEND-
39

MENT.
im
4

gy HEN the city courcil idirected

M that the Wagnon free water
'Y améndment should be sub-
| mitted to the people in the
“election, this action was taken

f of the fact that “the
: provided also for the aboli-

s of the bridge tax. So far as can
Jearned, not a single councilman
w of this provision. All reference
was avoided by the proponents
!N measure. They nowassert
there was no intention to de-

ve Or impose u the council, but
they had frapkly™ and fairly dis-

sd the 'full character of their

& the council would never
' . agreed to submit it to popular

- Imasmuch, therefore, as the
proceeded upon an utterly

pistaken idea of the nature of ‘he
‘mieasure, it would seem the proper
' now to reconsider their action
instruct the auditor not to place
3 amendment on the ballot. Such
b @ step would be a fitting rebuke for
i the course pursued by Mr. Wagnon
L and  his associates in  withholding
& from the council information of such
I vital importance. It would be a
& warding to all who may in the fu-
I fufe ask action by the council on
& Other measures, and notice that sup-

™ jon or misrepresentation of the
_' will mot be tolerated. Mr,
agnon informs us that it was and

Ltlu intenition of the framers of
" #he frec water amendment to issue a
B public statement calling attention to
L #lie circumstance that it includes the
P mbolition of the bridge tax, but the
.ﬂ remains that no such statement
S ras made when the petition was be-
Mg circulated for signatures, the
signers, like the councilmen, being
 kept in ignorance on this point. Out-
B side of the little circle of the spon.
S sors of the measure, no one knew of
the little joker that lay hidden in it,
matil it was exposed by The Jour-
nal,
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i BORROWING BRYAN'S IDEAS.
3 HE announcement from Wash-
ington that the president is op-

: posed to Cuban

republic as soon as possible,

'y govern themselves, 1o say nothing of

i alding in the government of us,” and
L that, “if Cuba were made a state of
S tlie unfon it would rapidly become a
- curs atwelf and the nation.”

00 ‘fades an iridescent dream of
dmpetialism before  the unalterable
Yown o (e, foe @ﬁ'ﬁ )
. pect  for - sisterhaod
5 s .j =y :

et the trutl Ainally finds its way

6 the' wunlight, then we shall aff
pw that all these cherished hopes

by one, the Bryam policies of 10
years ago are digged from their soli-
lions annually in bigger navies a.ud
bigger armies, and yielding nothing
oblivion and clad in new robes will
be launched wpon the country, bla-
SECRETARY ROOT.

HE REPORT that Secretary
that his appointment was a great mis-
take on the part of a president who
ability, und iz perhaps the ablest trust
lawyer in the country. In the matter
might serve the American people
faithfully, and so it may be said that
retary of state should be and is al-
ways sipposed to be In entire accord
versus the trusts. there is an uncom-
fortable incongruity in the president,
has been s; ent in serving the corpor-
ations and combines that have become
ers that catise the people to wonder
what the president means, and if he
give them a aguare deal, but this is
not safe, nor is the desired result
arofind him as advisers and confi-
dants, and give the people a “square
Harriman flung at the president, and
it looks as if Ire had some warrant
valiantly, but they cannot see how
he can do so by sllying himself to so

f—— ——————— |

NEED OF BETTER STREETS.
Commercial club dinner Tues-

day evening, and it will be conducive
this is so it is a good thing, not only
to know it, but to %hcknowledge it
an orgent need of reformation. So
with a town; if Portland can be
detisive forward mcvement in the
line aof reformation apd improve-
mn the matter of streets in the last
few ypars; buk not nearly enough.

annexation |
- throws a side light on some|There has been oo much wrangling

' presidential campaigns of the past, |
Becretary Taft says it is the presi- |
dent's purpose to restore the Cuban |
Prob. | tractors have been subjected to pos-
i “ably Mr. Roosevelt believes with |
yAndoew  D. White, who says thalipa)’ing property owners, It has been
“Cuba as 2 state would be a curse |
10 us, simply a vast rotten borough, |
B with a few wealthy men in the midstf
b of 4 negro population, incompetent tofthe people of Portland as a whole

tudes and brought out as the policies
of an administration that condemned
them. With the islands costing mil-
in retern, in its own good time Mr.
Bryan's policy with reference to the
Fhilippines will be brought from its
zoned amd booted as the administra-
tion's own and only.
— — —————

of State Root will retire from

the cabinét in the near future

may or may not be true, but
proposed to fight the “bad” corpora-
tions and -trusts-can scarcely be-dis-
puted. Mr. Root is a man of great
of important business between this
nation and foreign nations a great
trust lawyer might do very well,
his trust proclivities and predilec-
tions cut mo figure. Bot this is a
narrow view of the matter; the-sec-
on all great questions of national pol-
icy with the president. And on so
great an issue as that of the people
supposed champion of the people, se-
lecting for the highest seat in his ad-
visoty council a man whose whole life
the people's enemies and the greatest
menace to the republic.

It is such Selections of close advis-
is after all a champiop that they can
trust. Perhaps he rheant to placate
and show the trusts his intention to
under such circumstances possible.
The president cannot have such men
a5 Root, Knox. Cortelyou and Morton
deal” in this contest

Rockefeller, Ryan, R Roose-
velt—this is the combinatidn . that
for making the taufit. The people
believe the president means to do
right and to serve them faithfully and
great an extent with the very people
who comprise and chiefly represent
the people’s enemies.

HERE WAS considerable good
talk about better streets and
more paved streets at the

to action. Tt is.said that Portland has
the worst strgets of any large, preten-
tious town in the country, and if
The first step toward conversion is
conviction of sin, and nobody will
ever reform himself until he realizes
brought to a realizing sense of its de-
plorable condition, with respect to its
streets, it will soon make a large,
ment.

Some may exaggerate the case;
Portland has improved a good deal
Street improvement is not keeping
pace. We have as yet no well-defined
system of street improvement here.

about material. Contractors. have
not been held to their contracts strict-
ly enough. On the other hand, con-

sible undeserved losses through non-

too easy for a few pull-backers to
defeat needed improvements by re-
monstrances. But finally, and chiefly,

have not as yet sufficiemtly waked
up Lo the great value and importance
of well-paved, well-kept streets. It
is time for such an awakening, and
the Commercial elub will help bring
it about,

When nature has done so much for
Portland, its people ought to do the
vest, all that is mecessary to make
this the most beautiful city in the
coutry.  Withy our drizzling rains
there must be mmud at times, but

Fplrably higher type of stgtesman

much of the town fles on. a slope|for regulation will the people be. Re.

icsn continent, with the possible ex-
ception of Fortland, Oregon.” :

So it is generally™recognized that
in a contest to become the most
beautiful ecity, Portland starts out
with natural advantages.. But sclence
and art, capital and' labor, must be
brought into play.

First-class, durable paving, parking
of residence streets, and constant
¢leanliness, will cost & good deal of
money, of course, but what of that,
so_ long as. the cxpenditufe .pays?
And nobody who has examined the
subject intelligently doubts thatit will
pay. It always did, in every city that
amounts to anything, and nowhere
will it pay better than here. Port-
land is getting a good, big, fine repu-
tation in several other important re-
spects; it must do so in the matter
of its streets. We hope the Commer-
cial club and all gther civic organiza-
tions witl-keepup their demand, and
insist on it, for better streets, many
more paved streets, first-class paving,
parked residence streejs, and every-
where clean streets. Millions of dol-
lars spent in this way during the next
few years will be well invested.

- ]

OKLAHOMA AND NEW YORK

HE New York Tribune indulges
T in some slurs upon the Okla-

homa constitotion makers, al-

luding to them repeatedly, as
if the expression were one of bril-
liant originality, as “cornfield law-
yers.” Of these the Tribune says
the convention was full, and it en-
deavors to become quite facetious at
the expense of the “cornfield jurists.”
But from what we have read of the
proposed constitution, it seems to be
the work of a lot of very intelligent,
up-to-date, thoroughly-informed men,
who in making a constitution were
careful to protect the people’s inter-
ests as far as possible in the organic
law. Some metropolitan papers
seem to suppose that the far west or
southwest is inhabited by a lot of
semi-barbarians, but a paper of na-
tional reputation should have learned
and be ready to acknowledge that
Oklahoma, while not devoid of “wild
and woolly” specimens, has been set-
tled by as intelligent, progressive and
patriotic lot "of people as can be
be found anywhere in the country.
And when the state has been organ-
ized and is ready to elect United
States senators, it is safe to say that
it will send to the senate an incom-

than Platt ahd Depew, who shed a
doubtful luster upon the legislative
hodies of the great state of New
York, which might well wish it
could exchange thgge old trust tools
for a couple of honest, staunch
“ecornfield lawyers,” or corn and cot-
ton raisers. from the new state of
Oklahoma. The United States am-
bassador to England ought to hire
editorial writers who have somg
proper conception of western people
and western law-making ideals. I
b ___§ .
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT BEST
AILROAD COMMISSIONER
R AITCHISON tells in the Cham-
ber of Commerce Bulletin of a
case that has been settled by a
compromise between the railroad and
the complaining shippers, through the
instrumentality of the commission,
and intimates that much of its-work
may be of this nature, arbitrarial
rather than coercive. Of such work
the public will hear little, but should
not therefore jump to the econclu-
sion that the commission is doing no
good. How much good it will . do
can only be estimated after a year or
two, when it has made a record on
which an intelligent judgment can be
based. Bo it 15 premature to say, as
some state papers have already said,
that the gbmmission has done and
will, do nothing, .

The railroad commission of Missis-
sippi,, actording 1o papers published
in that state, has successfullg, carried
through  harmonious négotistions
with all the railroads in the state ex-
cept one, wherehy two-cent inter-
changeable mileage books are placed
off sale, and nas effected other
changes beneficial to the people. The
commission here, as well as in all
states, represents the people, who
want only what is fair, reasonable
and right, but who demand this, and
if a commission cani secure what the
people demand without & fight in the
cotirts, so much the better.

A commission, however,. shonld
stand firmly for the people’s rights,
and against imposition, abuses and
oppression on the part of the rail-
rofds, that might as well learn, soon-
#r rather than later, that the people
are their masters, and will insist on
their rights. And the less the rail-
roads exasperate and alienate the peo-
ple by oppression, the lesa insistent
forms must be brought about, if by
pegotiation, very well; if not thus,

the primar; "“‘
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in, but this is a process that causes
delay and trouble to ome's acquaint-
ances, as those who swear to a voler's

polls and be sworn in person, and it
is a process that should be avoided
if possible. Evidently a good many
who should register have not done
so yet, and there are but two days
more in which to attend to this duty.
Every good citizen entitled t6 vote
ought to register.
| ———— — —— ]

It seems not to be denied that Mr,
Harriman raised $200,000, contributs
ing $50,000 of it himself, for a boodle
fund, to bé used in the New York
campaign in 1904, and that he didn't
get what he supposed he was buy-
ing. 8o much is clear. Whether the
money ghould be refunded, and if so
by whom, are questions about which
opinions will differ. - Many will say
that it is no wrong to bunko Harri-
man under such circumstances, as he
has been none too scrupulous him-
self; but is this an excuse?

——
Men boring for oil have often
struck nothing liguid, but water; but
a man in northern Idaho who was

struck oil, and to have a copiously
flowing well of first-class. petroleum.
This is good news, if true, not only
for Idaho, but for Oregon, for it
scems as likely that there are pe-
troleum beds in this state as in that,
and very good things they would ba
if they could be located, as we doubt
not some of them will be some day,
| "
Colonel Jim Ham Lewis attributes
Mayor Dunne's defeat to a divided
democracy, He is quite correct, no
donbt. And Busse received only a
small majority because of & divided
Republicanism. Or, to staté the fact
more correctly, a large proportion of
voters paid no attention to party
lines.

But a good many of the rest of the
Republicans in the United States per-
sist in the opinion that the president
should allow them to have s6me voice
in choosing the party's next nominee.
They hint that they did not elect him
as a perpetual party dictator.

Since Secretary Cortelyou stands
officially réady to relieve Wall street
whenever appealed to, Mr. Harriman
may think that he ought to be re-
lieved ta the extent of that $50,000
that turned out to be & poor invest-
ment,

L

- ——— ——— |

Don't forget that if you do not reg-
ister, or have moved, and don’t reg-
ister this week, you can'’t vote, except
at much trouble to yourself and
friends. Neglect to register. will be
regretted later.

e — ——— |

There is no evidence that any of
the congressmen who visited the Pan-
ama canal took hold of pick or shovel
and tried to earn that increase of

salary they voted tn:rnselvu.

Wo h_ope that l.bc-bomninu of Coun-
cilman Kellaher for mayor by the
grocers is not intended as an effort

to “array class hatred.”
——

Charles B Hughes' Birthday.
Charlea Evifg Bughes, governor of
Mew York, and spoken of as s possible

6o of the Rénublicans for fhe pres-
4dentinl nominalion next year, was born
at Glens Falls, New York, April 11,
1242, Hisa father, n clergyman, was
pastor of the Baptist church there.
When the msonm waa quite young the
family moved (o Newark, New Jersey,
where the 1ad entered the publie schooln
Later the family removed to New York
elty, where young Hughes continued
his education. He graduated from the
Columbia law smchool in 1884 and was
admittsd to the bar the same year, He-
fore many years had elapsed he had
become widely known'as.a brilllant law-
yer. His brilllant conduet of the in-
vestigation into the affairs of the big
sun companies first drew genernl nat-
tention to him. In 1008 he tell An
attorney for the Armsatrong Insurtnoe
ecomminsion, and ft was In this work
that he smained his greatest distination.
In September, 1008, Mr. Hughes was
nominated by the Republicans for gov-
ernor of New York and was élected the
following November, GQbvernor Hughes
oocuples his leisure hours with golf
and reanding, and his 1fbeary I8 his fa-
vorita retreat.

r

Today in History.

1612—Qanton de Foix killed at the
battle of Ravenna.

torfous at the battle of Belby,
1713—~Treaty of Utrecht, terminating
the wars of Queen Anna,
1768—One quarter of the city of Mon=
troal destroyed by fire
1768—Btanislaus  Ponintowaki, last
king of Poland, disd.
18] 4-=Jiritish army enterad Toulouss,
Franece. |

to the fedarala,

1884—Charies Reade, noﬂtﬁ!.
Born , 1814,

1803—Jupan seiwed the Pellew Isla
in the North Paelfic. - \

1904—Gerroan troops In  Bouthwaest
Afriea defeated 5,000 Hereros.

Pt mt

intend to do. Votes may be sworn |

qualifications must appear at thel,

boring for water is reported to have| of

1with the usual incldent of security for

1644—=The parlinmentary forces vie-|macy

1845-~Montgomery, Ala, surrendered |

| I

snakes, 2 T P

It will be tragio in the i o
have the legislators incon tly and
rem~:selasaly devoursd by anakos,
but those who know history mlm
:rrlhouctm*tmhm' story is

tragedy.
Indesd, history (s nearly all tragedy.]
In a word, without tragedy human

ru: wwld' have %‘m.%

right sort of pervice from its represen-
tatives, but all In vain Public office
! a “public trust,” the publlc
have oftener than otherwise

It ia not neceasary to

I'f-l: 14
\LI‘ T by Al
| Press Co

o7

From. the Boston Globe (Ind.)
The statements of Kdward H. Harrl-

remar
the average American citisen foels but| the

little interest in wnake hunger The
Am citizen M't'.uﬂm

whether snakes are hungry or no

it will be admitted by all that it were

vetter to féed pur worthless

to hungry snakes than to have them

serve in the economy of things no use

whatever.

wmnmac.m&mxam.
m-mummmcmtm

Towa),

The people will make s mistake if
thoy permit the present crisis In rail-
road control to drift in the dlrection of
exclusive powsr and behest at and from
Waahington. The people will be able to
dictate terms. to the r'tumd-m Just :n
proportion as they retain power to
do mo in thelr own hands. The states
are demonstrating that they are better
qualified to seek out and apply the equl-
ties of this contention than Ip congress.
There fsn't & mAn ln congress now nor
has there been oné there for 30 years
who didn't know that the rallroads were
ahsorbing continuonsly the bulk of the
ercated wealth -of the nation as rapidly
a8 labor created 1t Put with this
knowledge hoary and old amongst them
they had to be Jashed with whips by
President Roomovelt and threatened with
political extinction by public opinion
bafors they would make an intsrstate
sommerce law that ocould not be used as
+ plaything and bandied about as a good
jows by the roads. The fact is that
congress alw Is more or less tainted,
it s unwieldly, It 18 too slow. The
Neabraska way beats it a thousand miles.
The states are not committing any acts
of injustice Against the rallrosds. But
they are demanding and compelling jus-
tice. The whole northwest ia now ob-
talning the P-cant fare and substantial
reductions . exorbitant freight rates,
through its stats legisiature. Congress
nover would be able to deal with loeal
abuaes as sansly as munities dai-
rectly interested and redated by
them oan deal with them. The people
of the northwest have known for somé
time that thay wers being robbed by
the rallroada and they have applisd the
suitable remedy. Congress may also
pave known 1, but it took ho steps to
correct the abuse of privilege on the
part of tha robber, The asiates ought
never to surrender this cleariy pos-
peswed vight of rallroad control to =
bureaw down at Washington, but should
muﬂmlrmmwrm

What Kind of Railroad Bonds,
From the S8aturday Evening Post (Bur-
lington, Iowa),

The acceplince the treasury de-
partment of rafl bonds as security
for governiment de the same being
annoifeed as the tressury's poliey by
Bsoretary Cortelyou, naturally excites
the query in the mind of the publie—
what kind of rallroad bonds? Tha kind
that Harriman bas been steallng from
the treasuries of the roads here of late
nnd converiing into ceash on the double
quick ‘and at a dicocunt below  face
value? Tha acceptance of securify for
government deposits means t the
government mikea a eall loan the
bank and eéxacts such segurity to thsure
it aguinat 10ms. It is Impliedly. a loan

!

fte repayment. In making these loans
in large suma on bonds the
government In giving n praction] exhi-
bitien of a3 confidence In thelr legiti-
and stability that seemse not Lo

which Is the more surprisi

as in theory at lemst the

nover aaoepts an inferior seourity or one
lers competent in the essence of value
than the value parted with. In svent of
trouble, would government be able to
realizs face? .

A Useful Invention.
TFrom the Philadelphin Ledger, -
*“John Henry.” ahs sald, *1 want you
to dleur those ashes out of the base-
ment this very morning.” 3
AtFora 8 \nrow e ewey. . DARES R
row away,
{M 'abo’?l: the h\'ﬂf?’ tor 'Iu‘::
oy M aun m "‘
hﬁ!mnmnmm&” 2 ghih
_'ﬂﬂlm¢ Nar
may ba a fake iavent

paign whioh was
abis_ by " the direct sccusation of the

troversies
and which, whenever” he falls {nto it, al-

most invariably weakens his case

Small __.g_h_ango

thmmﬂ'mmm
young.

|
Ohio seams to
of América.
- -

It will be warm enotugh as soom AS
begins, d

L
The big stick seqoms to have a de-
ohyed mpot or two, J:
-

Nature’s spray is very nlce, but It
won't kill the pests ;

4 L ]
1t apolla are withdrawn, a party soon
shrinks a good deal
- @
Afiother fedoral giand jury—cauning
anxiety to some people.

g L
N Not very many people take G. H. T.
very seriously anyway.

L

Soon Postmaster Busse of Chicage
will become otherwise busy.
L
Drummers think Oragon ought to be
in fadhion—with 2-cent fare.
Vo . »
Buase is pronounced ke Hussey, But
Dunne ian't pronounced Ilke Funny.
- -
But If Penrose was drunk, how does
he know what he said or didn't sny?
- -
Beveral prominent people not tagged
yot are supposed to be In the l—r clasa
: §ie

That machine of Foraker's will take

an immense amount of ol from now on.

L . o

Lat Oregon rejolice; thers are states

whose legiaslatures have nol adjournsd
yot.

L
Before committing a murdsr, practiocs
the stupld Insanipy dodge a lttle. It's
casy, ¢ 28

Marbe Harriman realizes that he
wasn't very well entitied to a aquare
deal. i

It will cost about 330 to get scalped
on the warpath of the Jamedtown expo-
sition.

Paogple would not be surprised i Seo-
retary Loeb should ask for another ralse
of salary.

might not be an unmerited punishment,

bad -.,wmu m. 3

Funne : fat

man, Beorstary Taft is assured L
fat man ean run well,
. »

Foraker has tooted his horn, but the

Ohio woodns are full of Rapublicans who

didn't yell - AR = '

-
mmmmmnhm:
Texan ha .r'bhlhlu_llﬂm

gun Is
tor is the important ope
. L

q.m;:: Cheiatmas way pecent]
tured, but Santa Claus will be
at the right time, as usual,

r . -

"When General Harmony visite a Re-
publican elub meating, he should wear
& ocoat of mall and be well armed.

- .

Of eourse the frult erop
had to be killed and just an well now
as later——though It be killed agnin

“-
be the political Balkans |

A few yoars' imprisonment for Thaw |

4 !

Mrs. Nancey Coon dled Halsoy
her eightieth birthday. e -

. .
Albany boasts of being the *.
road oceater In the walley. .“\
LI 4
The business of the creamary
is Increasing sat ;

- =

Beanide claims’ 1,200
tion, and Is sipadily gro

L

o-‘h'ho“'n&":m"m'%"m"i‘fd{
L
R e e
.7
ot MR s e e
'm ::n". ?..'}.‘:n::‘."m‘.;“""'

popula-

& La

The Bouthern Paolfic recel at Oak-
land In March amounted to :rhu $5.000.
- -
of a Corvallis bank are
Benton county s “dry”

L |
Cattle, that have besn wintersd on

stubblae fields around Weaton
fine ocondition. -

L
m‘!‘bm have been mors real
¢a around Brownsaviile year
during all last year. ey
LS
A Brownavilla farmer recaived 3§60
for the cream from wix cows last month,
about the .awverage for eight months
pant, 2

The nasats
$638,000—and

Corvalls Times: The published dll-
ment thiat !h;.n are twin kida at Frark

anclaco's o
mlltuimum trus. but they

1n
: stream, and the two
town are bucking agalnst
complaing the Times .
L I
N, 8t. George Blah
date for maror of

Unlon Republiean: It In to ba
grettod that the business men of

I th trip th
i s S g




