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In what in htown
_ project” will' be
entry and sottle
t season. While
refusing to give a definite snswer to

the inquirfes made, Mr. Morton stated

that the work wis progressing in the
most satisfactory manner and that

mlohhmmum
ng. : *

ent pro covers %0,-
000 actes of excellent Tand on the Co-
lumbia slope of the Umatilla valley, in
the northern part of Umatilla nty.
To irrigate these lands an " Im
storage reservolr is being eonn od
by buliding a dam 100 feet high
the mouth of Cold SBprings
which will be filled from the

ood

waters of tha Umatilla river by means:

=

of o feed canal 35 miles long, the con-
-truo‘uon o whleh wil be complated
g work . on the resasrvolr
Lin n.ﬂ-loa on by the réclama-
um servica engineers, employing a
large force of men, d 18 ona nl'
the gigantle tmaks unfertaken by the
government iun providing homes for
homesoekers,

Installing Machinery. /
Practically all of [ast winter was
mpent In preparing to begin operations
and every dovice for saving labor and
expaditing the work has been installed,
Four locomotive engines, 80 self-dump
gravel cars, two huge) steam shovels,
rock crusher, steam cement mixer,
steam power rock Jdarills, excavators
and other labor saving machinery were
tranaported overland from Hermiston,
on the O. R. & N, to the wite,
eight miles disrant, on Llemporiry
tracks Iald for chis purposs, This
machinery i» now actively engaged In
uilng the work. The dam ls to
be 1,600 foet long, 100 feet high and
600 fest wide at the bottom.  The
walls of the canyon are solld rock, af-
fordl perfect anchorage - At the up-
per =l of the dam a trench 50 feet
wide at the bottom was dug to bed
rock and s cement core will be.made
to out off any underflow. At the
lower wide of the dam a huge trest
was oconstructed on & level with the
banks on which a raflroad track has
been lald commecting with tha gravel
pit three milas away. Four trains are

By B. C, Baskerville,
(Dopyright, 1907, by Ourtis Brewn.)
HAT Russian autocracy has found

& now dumping ground for exiles
in the wilde of far Biberia al-
ready hna been reported In the
neawspapers of Rurope and tie
United Btates. Bul of the horrors of
life in the district of Naryim, the
frogen marsh land which only sinees the
middle of last year han bean used as a
place of confinement for the victimm of
csardom, scarcely an Idea has yet been
given.
Mo visitors are allowed fo penstrate
this desolate region. Hecently, however,
a few medical students and others have
mlnl.l'dl to esoape from administratlye
exile thers, snd It Il on the authority
of these, and through letters from men
and women who suffering & Hving
death in the Biberian hall that 1
am able to supply some detalls regmrd-
ing the terrible fate of thoss doomed
to banishment within It confines,

Country of Ice.
nted an appropriate bine on the
map this wast. swamp of Narylm
stretohes over hundreds of miles In the
province of Tomak. It conaists of dense
primeval forests and marshes on widch

EIOWS A COAINS, grass. It Is

frosen oolld for nine months of the

. During the brief summer it Is &
rogion of misama and mosquitoss. 1t is
intersected by the -river Obi and its
tributaries. 1t is destitute of aven the
seantiest apologies for roads. Hers and
thore along the banks of the river Obl
jive ths few Russian colonists. Boats
afford them the only means of om
munication.

The natf¥e Inhabltants are O-tynp_.
ERYE of the lowest type found In
Hibe subaiat by Thunting and
fshing ip thé brief summer, and during
the lu? wintar live half fnmlnh-d In
wretched, Indesoribably flthy mud
hovels They number now oanly 2,000,
Ten years ago thare were thrice aas
many of them, but the advent of the

_whits man brought with 1t the white
man's curse—llquor, Disease and aleo-
hollam are killing the Oatyeks off famt.

All ars “ when they get the
chanda, even the children
Exiless Ars Educated.

fSeveral thousan®s of Russinn men
and women havs bBaen  sent to this
ghastly reglon since the Russinn mgov-
ornment disoovered its eapacity for ad-
d fresh horrors to Bibertan banlah-

Of these, moreover, the great
majority have besn Tn no wiy criminals,
t convoys - baving bnn made up
» ¥ ot.:;hml tmh-t:: u}é stu-

male fomale, medical men,

profassors and gather sdiicnted permons

who were acoussd only of having elrou-
Iated socisliatle 1terature.

All “viannes of soololy, howerver, are
tod, among the rest belng pome
wha on thelr relurn fram Port
found thelr familles rulned and
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"HEADGATE ON THE UMATILLA
‘PROJECT PELOW EFPCHO

hauling gravel loaded by the

kept b
ol and dumped from the

wteam
trnlln.

The dam construction is to be equal
parts carth and gravel, with the lower
side 100 per' cent gravel and crushed
rock. As fast a8 the material W
recelvad It ls theroughly wet' down
and rolled, making it as ecompact and
solld as, & macadamizged rond. The
dam will form a laks over five jmilas
in length and contains upwards of 40,
000 more feet of water above the line
of discharge 4n the distribution canal
sufficlent to cover acre ~of land
to a depth of three It s ex-
pected that this will bs finally com-
pleted early the coming fall, res-
ervolr to be filled with the flood wa-
tarp. of next winter.

The pgovernment projset represents
but half the land to be brought un-
der Lrrigition in mnorthern Umatilla
county this season. Two private an-

tles, and wers, In reply, banlabhed te this
awrul distriet.

Maeny of these exiles were taken from
their homes within 15 minutes of thelr
arrest, without sven being permitted to
take a change of garments, and as they
were, In light summer clothes, they had
to ptart on their ghastly journsy to
Siherin. And, once arrived /' it is Im-
poanible for thess unfortunates to wrest
a livelthood out of the frosen marshes.
They cannot earn anything to supplant
the miserable pittance the government
allows them, averaging only ¥4 oents
A .day.  They are, _tharsfors, doomesd to
a perfpstual struggle with disease and
staryption. The weak opnes succumb
early and are buried by their envious
eomrades, or, If the ground be fromen,
left on the mr\hﬂ till spring.

Pitiful Hopes Shattered.

Those who arrived in Naryim during
the brief summer still eclung to the
{lMusion that thelr lives would be bear-
able The native Ostyals were out
fiahing and hunting, eo the yurtys or
mud huls were comparatively empty,
only the old and helpless belng left at
home. ¥Fjlah was cheap. Even coarme
rye bresd could be bought. (But this
state of things 414 hot last long. The

t-r.rhn join the government

with an additional 20,000 nores. The
Hinkls Diteh company’'s tract lles to
the southwest and that of the Inland
Irrigation company Immediately south
of the public enterprise, the feed canal
of the government running through
the Inland y's lands, both bof
which projects are mumu oom-
pleted,

. The Inland Irrigation mr com-
pleted the work on its,

water was turned into the mu canal
Inst Monday, to test the eonstruetion
work, which was found to be entirely
satisfactory. This Ia c."“"" ays-
tem, the canal taking ter from the
Umatilia river & fow miles of
BEocho at md.hno dam being required,
elimbing the hill to the benoh

two miles nortly of that place, here
benafl uss Of watser begina. Ten
thousand acres of what is known as
the “Twelve-mlile flat® comprisss this

returned all too soomn.
the huts were
y humanity and dry-
Yy of s.vw and
de. h tha freesing
on only the warmly
clad dare yvemture out, and most of the
oxiles have only rags and tatters, Noses,
eare, fingers and toes are carried off
by the frost, leaving horrible wounds
behind,

Immediately with the opening of win-
ter, too, the price of the flah whioch
hangs In the huts goes up alarmingly.
However ned the haul, there I8 never

enough and spare, for the savage
aats his f111 whm there is plenty and
starves afterwards. Bread disappears
from the market

Death the Only Rellef,

There is tha dried grass frem the
marshes and axile ssts that Ha
boging to wi r why he was glad o
hear his dealh sentence had been com-
muted to life-long exiis—but that was
before he knew Narylm. Now hé en.
viea his comreadés who perished one
grey morning om. the ramparts of a
Russian fortress, shot by order of the
court martial

Trus, he might have been sont even

frigid weather
The natives retu
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project, all owned by & local company
of Pendleton and Umatilla county aolt-
fsens. The altitude is 500 fest above
a8 level, the soll s a rich sandy
loam  absorbing water readlly and re-
taining the molsture, and as It warms
early Iin.the seamon will produce- the
cariiest wegetation.

A!rudyl‘nputn; Land.

Bhoutd fhe experindent umainmu
that no dlfffeulty will be had tn supply-
Ing water for this season’s irrigmtion,
these lands will be oponed t4 sale and
sottlement about April 8. In advance
of a general sale a gquarter seotion waa
bought by ¥ M. Page, the well-known
produce coptm tssion man of Portland, and
J. W. Kyle, who now have & lurge foree
of mén at work colearing the land of
sagobrush putting It Inte cultive-
tion. " This #ill be the model farm of
the enterprise and is under the direet

farther from calvilimtion—to Yakutak
on the Lena, which was once thought
ta be the worst spot in the 0 Runsias
thiat a political exile could live In. Flere,
he would be utterly out off from com-
munication with his kind, unless, by
someé miracle, he ceuld got & native to
tike him a hundrod versts or so to his
next-door nelghbor,

But now, the seftlements of Yakutsk
are healthier than thome of Tomak. The
unfortunate psaple are not so closa to-
geother, the struggle for existence in
consequently less hard than In  the
more crowded pettlements,

In Naryim., typhus and kindred dis-
enses, engendered by starvation and
filth, earry off hundreds, Leprosy, the
Hiberian soourge, is another horror, for
the huts are iInfected with L The
Ostyaks, who accept it as a matter of
course, make matters worse by reason
of theler fithy hablits. They are said
to be the dirtlest people in the world—
It Is hardly asurprising, for they live
in & country where tha water ls frosen
for nine months out of the 12,

Government Forbids Kindness.

When the first batch of exiles ar-
rived In Nurylm In last Jund the
settlers recelved them kindly snd
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supervision of Mr. Kyle Mr. Kyle atated
that ‘this season’'s crop would consist of
80 scres of potatoes, 10 acres of water-
maelons, 10 acres of cantaloupes, &
acres of cabbages, § acres of tomatoes, 1
acre of sweet potatoes, 10 acres of swest
rn, with liberal experiments in early

en vegetables. This fall they will
jant 0 acres in strawberries, raspber-

loganberriea and other small frults,
and next spring bexin planting an or-
chard of the earliest varieties of cher-
ried, apricets, peaches and pearn
Mr. Kyle belleves that ¢t will be pos-
alble to produce ripe strawbharries carly
in May, with other small fruits follow-
Ing; which guarantees to the growers
the prevalling high prices of “the early
season, Bhould his prediction be werl-
flod the entire tract will ba devolad to
producing small’ frults and vegetablos
for the markets of Portland and the
cities om the sound, shipments belng

"

elped them in various ways, but the
governor, hearing of 1t, coarced the in-
habitanta Imto a practical beyestt of
the vietimes w wussua inhumanity, The
police throatened them willh npavere
punishments If they loaned any of the
exilen either boats or neta

As s few common law criminals had
been banished there, the police spread
the peport that all exiles weore sush and
sbhould be avolded am robbers. - En com-
seguonce of thin persecution many of
the half-clad wretches had (to. live in
the bpen for weeks before they could
find shelter of any sorl, AS & reBgit
of having to hord with the fllthy may-
ages [0 per cent of them have been
smitten with loathsome dissanes.

The supply of medidal help I prac-
tically confined to that afforded BY the
few medical studentsa smong the exiles
who are permitted o help the wuffer-
10 bedws, but It In in so awful
tion that An army officer who hdm
unable to endure the fiith.
from this holl s almost lubl..
ceed in eluding the polics, almost in+
variably dle of hunger or cold,

ors. In Naryim la o small ho-plhl with

there fled In despalr after o !"

Those who attempt it, even If they sle-
Visttors to Biberia are permittedl to

aea only the show exile sottlenmionts to

loaded at midnight reaching Fortland
for morning dellvery.

There ia some egmplaint that the sed-
retary of the Interior hass made (oo
many restrictions In the rules to govern
the opening of the lands undor the
reclamation profect. Homesteads will
be limited ln sise from 10 to 40 acreas,
water for which will be »old at $60 an
acre on 10 years® time, the entrymen
being compellad to occupy and cultivate
the land during that time, making all
payments when dus.  There ja no objoc-
tion to the cost, for the Innd will have
a value of $300 to 3600 per aore when
under n high #tate of cultivation, and
even If when the works are completed
it is found that the cost amounts to $76
an acre there will b severanl applicants
for each entry. Bot the government is
not friendly to speculators and  thia
class of plonesrs, who are willing ta do
the work of replaiming the land, want
th realise on thelr work without having
to wait the full time.

be found along the new rallroad. The
huts there are decantly bullt of wood,
the Inhabitants weall clothed and wall
fad. They muke & brave show of golng
off In their sledges on & hollday, their
horses learing over the snow, the sun
right, the wind calmed. This s the
:ﬂ.ﬁ side of the EBiberlan plotore—
the picture which officlalsg dslight in
showing to distingulshed tourists. And
within a few hundred versis of mome
Oof therh Ites the awfu! swamp where
the exlleé pray for death,

‘Hven in gonssrvative Russia the way
of “drafiing for Siberian convors has
greally changed. Therea was a time
whaen the cxar's dangerous subjects made
tha Journey on foot, guarded by Cos-
sacks, who beat them unmercifully. Men
and women were made to walk 2,000
miles and more Some were sent an
far as the river Amur, by the Man-
churinn frontier. How they survived
the Bardships of puch A Journsy Is &
mystery. They wars thrown into dun-
geons, siarved, flogged and exposed to
Biberian frosts without warm eclothing,
Yot some of them wore dragged all the
Way back agaln and perished In Moscow
al tha stake.

Later on sledges wers used. They
were shaped llke barrels and covered
‘with hidea. Mounted Cosnacksg escorted

ERICGATION MF
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There are no testriclions in' the soll

vale enterprises., One can buy as ¥
land as he wants and sell any 1
when the price offered proves (o b
temptation. The plan af tha Inland
company s to make Itn project m' codps
erative anterprise.  With eaoh m- 4
land mald a share of mtock in the )
company s transferred, ;
propoertionate Interest im the

that with the final transfor of lllo—,
the entire canal has besn. sold 1o
landowners, the cost of  mainten
belng the only expenss to be p
for. -

One of the condititne which
the groatest moocess in the TN
valley frrigation enterprimes fs the
duty of water, The lands lie
to the great wheat flelds of the H"‘
empire, and recelve almost !
moisture to produce crops, so thl.l. :
two or three Irrigations will be ail that
Is required, assuring a minimum of &
pense and o maximum of results. .
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these convon. which contained m

Russia's noblest men and women,

died on the way: others lived to

in the mines and existed for T

spite of blindness, disense and the

ders’ knouts. When rallways wore

the journey was made in tralns o

as possible, then on foot or In e
fSince the rallway was opened -

greatsr part of the journay (o Siber!

done by train. and in out-ofithe-way

t:;m it ds not ynusual to b r

the freight traine, s wagon ! 1

fers from the reat in that it llq

heavily-barred windowns.

Hstloas face, perhaps a child’ ‘i

peeping out. The wagon MML

on thelr way to Moscow, whare t]

Jjolun one of the special ‘“ﬂl" L5

which now run regularly to SV

that in, If the word “run” oan be

for anything so slow. Thess tralns

a new departure and were started

causa the number of sxiles has gr

to such an extent within the I-t

that the old way of sending them

ordinary frelght trains was found N

practicable. -
The scenas at the Jttle

wheve the peopls begin thelr

Are mo heoart-breaking that even
stolid milltary sacorts who have arders
to auppress undus expression of Erisd
In thelr charges, are somotimesy Mowed
to tears. Hut, as the days and nighis

pass, the exfles lose tha

grief. They settie down Itto a &

spair, which is written on the S

those who look lstiessly from.

the teéars,

Not all of ihém go to llb.rll

are deafted off to Ihn provines ‘ A
angel and Vajogda h
wintars are savers, thay  have i
chance of getting vor
waene “favared districts™ Mfe I
hardships. Each adult s ol

5112 a uonth. Half of

rent. Food an Ilnl' an

towns m
lmu vftboct h-oou



