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By LuU R. Lorn.
I HH return of Oliver P. Morton, t

I rec ' '. 'iillf 're-
cantX trip to haa ;, llfli - i - ON lilk'.r" - ' ' ' - ""C2k
eauaed the report to be clrcu

lated that, the land in what ia known
aa the "Eaat Umatilla project" will be
opened to homeetead entry and aettle- -

. ment during the preaent season. While

. refuatng to give a definite answer to
the lnqulrlea made, Mr. Morton atated
that the work waa in the

. moat aatlsfaotorv manner and that
nothing seemed .to be in the way of an
early opening. ;

The project covers W,
00 acres of excellent Tand on the Co--

lumbla elope of the Umatilla valley. In
the northern part of Umatilla county.
To irrigate these lands an ' iramanse
storage reservoir' ia being constructed
by building a dam 100 feet high across
the mouth of Cold Springs canyon,
which will be filled from the flood
waters of the Umatilla river by means
of a feed canal ti mllea long, the eon'
structlon o which wrH be completed
May 1. The' work on the reservoir
is being carried on by the recl&raa- -
tlon service engineers, employing a
large force of men, and is one of

. the glgantlo ' tasks undertaken by the
In providing homes ..for

'.'

all of last winter
spent In preparing to begin operations
and every devloe for saving labor and
expediting the work haa been Installed.
.Four loeotnotlva engines, to self-dum- p

gravel ears, ' two huge? steam ehovela,
rock crusher, steam cement s mixer,
steam - power rock drills, excavators
and other labor saving were

overland from
on the O. R. N. to the 4am site,
eight miles - distant. . on . temporary
track laid for ihla purpose. This
anachlnery Is now actively engaged in

the work. The dam is to
be 1,100 feet long. 100 feet high and

00 feet wide at the bottom. - The
walla of the canyon are solid rock, af-
fording perfect anahorage. At the up-
per side of the dam a trench 10 feet
wide at the bottom was dng to bed
rook and a cement core will be made
to eat off any underflow. - At . the
lower side of the dam a huge trestle
was oonatrncted on a level with the
banks on which ' a railroad1 track baa
been laid with the gravel
pit three mllea away. Four trains are

By B. C
fOeerrlght, 10OT, ky Oaros Brews.) '

Russian autocracy haa found
dumping ground for exiles

the wilds of far Siberia
haa been reported In the

newspapers of Europe and trie
United etatea. But of the horrors of

' life In the district of Narytm. the
frosen marsh land which only since the

" middle of last year has been used as a
place of confinement for the victims of
csardom. aoaroely an idea has yet been
eiven.

No visitors are allowed to. penetrate
this desolate region. Recently, however,
a few medical students and othera have
managed to escape from

' exile there, and it is on tne autnority
' of these, and through letters from men

and women who are suffering a living
death In the new Siberian hell that I
am able to supply some detsils regard-
ing the terrible fate of those doomed
to banishment within Its confine.

A o lea. . : ,

nted an blue on the
map this, vast .swamp or .Maryim
stretches over hundreds of miles In the
province of Tomsk. It consists of dense
primeval forests and marshes on which
grows a coarse, rank grass. It Is
frosen solid for nine months of the
year. Daring the brief summer It Is a

' ' region of miasma and It Is
Intersected by the - river Obt end Its
tributaries. It Is destitute of even the
scantiest apologies for roads. Here end
there along the banka of the river Obi

- live the few Russian colonists. Boats
. afford them the only means of com- -

i - - -
s , The natrve Inhabitants are Ostyaks
savageg of the lowest type found In
Siberia who subsist by hunting and
fishing In thtf brief summer, and during
the long winter live half famished in

- wretched, filthy mud
' hovels. They' number now only 1,000.

Tea years ago there were thrice ea
rssny of them, but the advent of the
whlte men brought with It the white
man's curse liquor. Disease and alco- -
holism are killing the Oatyiks off fast.

,- - All are drunkards- - when they gat tbe
chanoa, even the ohildren. ' '
Exiles Ara '

Several thousand of Russian men
and women have been sent to tbls

, ghastly region since the Russian gov-
ernment discovered Its capacity for ad-
ding freeh horrors to Siberian banish-- ;
ment. Of these, moreover, the great
majority have been in no way criminals,
recent convoys - having been made up

of school teachers and atu- -
dents, male and female, medical men,
professors and ,othor educated persona
who were accused only of hnvlng circu-
lated socialistic literature.

All Xssses of society, however, sre
among the rest being some

, soldiers whd on their return from Port
Arthur found their families ruined and
maltreated. They complained of this
and asked for redress from the authori
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kept busy hauling gravel loaded by the
steam shovel and dumped from i the
trestle. ,

The dam construction la to be equal
parta earth and gravel, with the lower
aide 100 perl cent gravel
rock. . As fast as the material la
received It Is wet down
and rolled, making It as compact and
solid - as,, a road, s The
dam will form a lake over five imlles
In length and contains upwards of 00,-0-00

acre, feet of water above the line
of discharge en the distribution canal
sufficient to cover each acre --of land
to a depth of three feet. It la ex
pected that this will be finally com-
pleted early the coming fall, the res-
ervoir to be filled with the flood wa-
ters of next winter.

The project represents
but half the land to be brought un-
der Irrigation . In northern Umatilla
county this eeaeon. Two private en

ties, and were. In reply, banished to this
awful dlatrlct.

Many of these exiles were taken from
their homes within IS minutes of their
arrest, without even being permitted to
take a change of garments, and aa they
were. In light summer clothes, they had
to start on their ghastly Journey to
Siberia. And,' once arrived,' tt la Im-
possible for these to wreat
a livelihood out of the frosen marahee.
They cannot earn anything to supplant
the miserable pittance the
allows them, averaging only IH cents

are., therefore, doomed to
a perpetual atruggle with dlaeaae and

Tbe weak pnes . suoeumb
early and are buried by their envious
comrades, er. If the 'ground bo frosen,
left on the marshes till spring.

'Pitiful Hope i. . . ,

Those' who arrived In Narylm daring
the brief summer still clung to the
Illusion that their lives would be bear-
able. The native . Ostyaka ware out
fishing and hunting, so the yurtys or
mud huts were v empty,
only the oldand helpless being left at
home. FJsh" was cheap. Even coarse
rye bread could be bought. (But, this
state of things did hot laat long. - The
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terprises Join the project,
with an additional 10,000 aeree. The
Rlnkle Ditch eompaays tract lies to
the southwest and that of the Inland
Irrigation company aouth
of the publlo enterprise, the feed canal
of the . government running through
the Inland- company's lands, ' both of
which projects . are com-
pleted. . -. v

. t .O
. The Inland Irrigation opmpahy com-
pleted the work on Ita , project . and
water waa turned into the main canal
last - Monday, to test the construction
work, which was found to be entirely

This la a gravity sys-
tem, the canal taking water from the
Umatilla river , a few miles eaat of
Echo at grade, no ' dam being required,
climbing the hill to the bench lands
two mllea north of that place, where
beneficial use Of water begins. Tea
thousand acres of what la known aa
the flat" comprises this
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frigid weather returned all too soon.
The natives returned, the huts were
crammed with filthy humanity and dry
Ing flan. The symphony of gvtr and
storm, raged outside. In the freeling
cold of this region only the . warmly
clad dare venture out, and moat of the
exiles have only raga and tatters, Noses,
ears, fingers and toea are carried off
by the frost, leaving horrible . wounds
behind. -

i r

Immediately within opening of win-
ter, too, the prtoe of the fish . which
hangs In the huts goes up alarmingly.
However good the- - haul.-ther- e is never
enough and to spare, for the savage
sate his fill when there Is plenty and
starves afterwards. , . Bread disappears
from the market,

Death the Only Relief.
' There Is the dried grass from the
marshes and the exile eats that. ' He
begins to wonder why he waa glad to
hear his death sentence had been com-
muted to life-lon-g axils but that waa
before he knew Narylm. Now he en-
vies his comrades who perished one
grey morning ony the ramparts of a
Russian fortress, shot by order of the
court martial. . ,

' True, h might have been sent even

project, all owned by a local company
of Pendleton and Umatilla county dtlaens. The altitude Is 100 feet above
sek level, the soil is a rich sandy
loam, abaorblng water readily and re-
taining tbe moisture, and aa It warms
early la, the season will produce- - tbe
earnest vegetation.

Already Preparing Land, i ; ' V

Bhould the experiment demonstrate
that no difficulty will be had In supply.
ing water Jot this season's Irrigation,
these lends will be opened to sale and
settlement about April t. In advance
of a general aale a quarter section waa
bought by F. H. Page, the well-know- n

produce commission man of Portland. and
J. W. Kyle, who now have a large force
of men at work clearing the land of
sagebrush and putting It Into cultivation.

' This will be the model farm of
the enterprise and la under tbe direct

farther from civilisation to Yakutsk
on the Lena, which was one thought
to be the worst-sp- ot In the to Russia
that a political exile could live' in. Here,
ne would be utterly cut off from com'
munlcatlon with hla kind, unless, by
soms miracle, he ewuld get native to
take him a hundred verata or so to his
next-do- neighbor. v

But now, the settlements of Takutak
are healthier than those of Tomsk. Ths
unfortunate people are not ao close to-
gether, the struggle for existence ' Is
consequently lees hard thanjln.the
more crowded aettlementa. ,
'In Narylm, typhus and kindred dis-

eases, , engendered by - starvation and
filth, carry off hundreds. Leprosy, the
Siberian aoourge, ia another horror, for
the hut are Infected with It The
Ostyaka, who accept It aa a matter of
course, make matters worse by reason
of their filthy habit. They are said
to b the dirtiest people In the world- -It

1 hardly surprising, for they live
In a country where the water la frosen
for1 nine month out of the IS. j
Government Forbida Kindness.

When , the first batch of exile ar-
rived In Narylm In last Jung- - the
settlers received them kindly and

. n sis
supervision of Mr. Kyle. Mr. Kyle stated
that 'this season's crop would consist of
10 acres of potatoes, 10 acres of water
melons, 10 acres of - cantaloupes, I
acrea of cabbages, I acres of tomatoes, 1
acre of sweet potatoes, 10 acres of aweet
corn. 'with liberal experiments In early
garden vegetables. This fall they will
plant JO acres In strawberries, raspber
ries, loganberriea and other small fruits,
and next spring begin planting an or-
chard of the earliest varieties of cher-
ries, apricots, peaches and pear.

Mr. Kyle believes that tt will be pos-
sible to produce ripe strawberries early
In May, with other email fruits follow-
ing, which guarantees to the growers
the prevailing high prices of 'the early
season. .' Bhould hla prediction be veri-
fied the entire tract will be devoted to
producing small' fruits and vegetables
for the markets of Portland and the
cities on . the sound, shipments being!

NEW
helped them In various ways, but the
governor, hearing of It. coerced the

Into a practical boycott of
the victim et Pussies inhumanity. The
police threatened them . with severe
punishments If they-loane- any of the
extlee either boats or net.

As a few common law criminals had
been banished there, the police spread
the report that all exile were such and
should be avoided aa robbers, r In con-
sequence of this persecution many of
the half-cla- d wretchea had to live in
the ' open for weeks before they could
find shelter of any sort. As-- a result
of having to herd with the filthy sav-
ages 60-- . per eent of them', have been
smitten with loathsome diseases. ' '
' The supply of medical help Is prac-
tically confined to that afforded by the
few medical students among the exiles
who are permitted to help the suffer-
ers. In Narylm I a small hospital with
10 beds, but It Is In m awful a condi-
tion that an army officer who had gone
there fled In despair after a few davs.
unable to endure the filth- -' Escape
from this hell Is almost impossible.
Those who attempt It, even If they auo-cee- d

In eluding the polloe, almost. In-
variably die of hunger or cold.

Visitor to Siberia are permitted to
e only the show exile settlements to

loaded at. midnight reaching Portland
for morning delivery. -

There la some cqmplaint that the sec-
retary of the interior haa mads too
many restrictions in the rules to govern
the opening of 'the landa under the
reclamation project Homesteads will
be limited In slse from 10 to 40 acrea,
water for which will be sold at $00 an
acre on .10 .years time, the entrymen
being compelled to occupy and cultivate
the land during that time, making all
payments whea due. There )s no objec-
tion to the eost, for the Innd will have
a value of t00 to 1600 per acre when
under, a high state of cultivation, and(

even If when the works are completed
It la found that the eost amounts to $75
an acre there will be several applicants
for each entry. But the government la
not friendly to speculators and . thia
class of pioneers, who are willing to do
tbe work of reclaiming the land, want
to realize on their work without having
to wait the full time. . t'-. 4 a..

be found along the new 'railroad. The
buts there are decently built of wood,
the inhabitants wall clothed and well
fed. . They make a brave show of going
off In their sledges on m holiday, their
horses tearing over the snow, the sun
bright, the wind calmed. This is the
bright side of the Siberian picture
the picture which officials delight in
showing to distinguished tourists. And
within a few hundred versts of some
of them lien the awful swamp where
the exiles pray for death.

Even in conservative Russia the wav
of -- drafting- for Siberian convoys hae
greatly changed. There was a time
when the csar'a dangerous subjects made
the journey on' foot, guarded by Cos-
sacks, who beat them unmercifully. Mn
and women were made to walk t.000
mile and mora. Soma were aent as
far as the river Amur, by the Man-churl- an

frontier. How they survived
the hardships of such a Journey. la a
myatery. They were thrown Into dun-
geons, starved, flogged and exposed to
Siberian frosts without warm clothlnsr.
Tet some of them were dragged all tbe
way back again and perished In Moscow
at the stake .
. Later on sledges were used. ' They
were shaped like barrels and covered
with hides. Mounted Cossacks escorted

w . - 1 1) .... av.

ll 111 tve " i . x. ' ? ' ' h ; - . I I c

m

1GA T1Q7 PmsSCT
&MATlLUKCOUATY

"- -

There are no restrictions in the pri-
vate enterprises. : One can buy as much
land as he wants and aell any portion
when the price offered proves to be a
temptation. The plan of the Inland
company la to make ita project a coop-
erative enterprise. With each acre of
land aold a ahare of stock In the ditch
company Is transferred, conveying a
proportionate interest In tbe canal, so
that with the final transfer of tbe land
the entire canal haa been sold to the
landowners, the cost of maintenance
being the only expense to be provided
tor.- - : ......

One of the conditions which assures
the greatest success In the Umatilla
valley Irrigation enterprleee la the lilKh,
duty of water. , The landa lie adjacent
to the great wheat fields of tbe Inland
empire, and receive almost enouxh
moisture to produce crops, so that one.
two or three irrigations will be all tbit
ia required, assuring a minimum of ex-
pense and a maximum of results.

LAND OF DEATH
these convoys, which contained some of
Russia's noblest men and women. Many
died on the ways othera lived to work
in the mines and. existed for' years, laspite of blindness, disease and the wa-
rder' knouts.- - When railways were built
the journey was- - made In trains as faraa possible, then on foot or in aledges.

Since the railway waa opened thegreater part of the journey to Siberia is
done by train, and in sta-
tions ii is not unusual to tee. among
the freight trains, a wagon which dlf-fe- ra

from the rest In that It has email
heavily-barre- d windows. " Sometimes a
listless face, perhaps a child's, will be
peeping out. The wagon contains exllra
on their way to Moscow, where they willjoin one of the special "exile" train
which now run regularly to Siberia
that Is, If ths word "run" can be used
for anything so slow. These trains srea new departure and were started be-
cause tbe number of exile has grown
to such an extent within the last year
that the old way of sending them withordinary freight trains waa found Im-
practicable.

The scene at the littl ' stations,
where the people begin their journey,are so heart-breaki- that even the
stolid military escorts who have ordersto suppress undue expression of gTtof
In their charges, are sometimes movedto tears. But. as the days and nightpass, the exile lose the capacity forgrief. They settle down Into a dull

which Is written on the faces of
those who look listlessly from behindthe tears. .' , u ;.. ...

Not all of them go to Siberia. Someare drafted off to the province of Arch.angel and Vologda. Here, thoneh thewinters are severe, they have n,n.
chance of getting work.. But even Inmeae "favored districts" llf la ,.n
hardships. Each sdult Is allowed abo.itIMS a month. Half of this i
rent Food la aa dear aa in ltuselmtowns and scarcer. Many exiles arrivethere wltbout boots or evormi.months epent in the nrlsona ha hr.'them ef these little luxuries, which havbeen exchanged for food or that mu iiprised solace 1 caret tea.

Of lata, many inhabitants of the vr.ylm region have made desperate fr.:tto run away. Sometimes ther bn.ii..-- .

are found on the marshes. Ther ,l
started with the wild, idea of wi.iki.
to town, eluding the rn"id tramping a 'thousand ml1 or - i
j Rurope.
The government says that 'i. h e

will plit a stor to the imp
which relirn In Rueia. Cnncourilr hive sl l n tr f
ttirte Russia's history m .

d.illr ev.i's rn"' k

rlln trnlns tnlii !
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