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F‘OR years-China has been likened 1o

a :wt, unconscious of
his gredt: peis
clouded by the fumes of the apium pipe.
at ol h Iuv:“ dis-
merry .at his.expense; they have even
cussed the advisability of sciging his heris-
age ond dividing it among themselves.

But mow the lomg-drugged gians is
awaking. He is m“hé so shrow off the
festers that have bound him so long.

China is making war on opium; its use
in that country must cedse.

An imperial decree has been issued,
which not only limits the wse of the drug
now, but, while taking into consideration
and treating thém | :
the absolute banishment of from the
country within lem years. |

fter 1916 mot an ounce may be im-
ported into Jf the Powers agree; wot
a poppy plant may be raised. Opiam dens
mmrpfe closed within the néxt two months.
Within that fime, too, all government of-
ficials must gquit opium or - the service.
Opium wusers will be registered; those who
refuse to reform will be treated as pariahs.
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) This is ome . of the most remarkablé
. moral revolutions of modern fimes; no ome
can_foresee its far-reaching cffects. When
the giant of the Orient shakes off his drag-
induced sleep, he may become a Titan, in-
deed, among the civilized mations of the
world.

N ORDER to understand how really remark-
able is China’s war on opium, one must
remember the extent of slavery in that
country to the product of the poppr plant.

No ono knows the exact population of China,
333« authorities agres that it is about 400,000,

It is asserted that from 30 to 40 per cent.
of the whole—approximately 140,000,000 people,
sl any rates-are confirmed opivm flends. Amoug
these “are & great many governmenut employes,
and even 6fficers of the army.

Regulutions for the suppression of opium
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m-il by the Couneil of Gov.e'mment. snd were
ved by imperial reserigt. The work of re-
form is to bees-r:dual. but st the end of tan years

it is intended to have banished the drug, pro-
hibited importation and stopped the cultivation
of the poppy plant in China,

While most of the opium, used there is im-
ported from~Indis, the Chineso have been grow-
ing great quantities of late, and have been in-
ereasing the poppy acreage. <

First dtep in the'plan is an investigation by
viearoys and governors of provinces, who will
report on the sereage of poppy lands, snd licen-
scd 10 continue will be iaauej only to fawbers
owning such lands on.condition that the guantity
of ‘poppy grown dh them be reduced a certsin
per cent, esch year, and be replaced with what-
ever product the soil may be most suitable for.

Inspection ftrips from time to time: will be
made the magistrites, and liconses will ba
repowed ench dvmr uu!{l Lheh:inth year, after

whieh the poppy is grown
~will be confiscated. - : g s
No ‘mew ground can be pléced in vophy
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opium must be registered. All smokers, raen snd ™~
women, must report to officials, giviag complete
informetion about themselves, und stating the
gquantity of the drug each consumes. It waa!
learned by the Indian opium commission in 1808
that in some parts of India not a. few of the
natives took as mach as fifty to eighty grains a
day, and that consumption of 40 gruins was
common.

The natives of India, however, eat opium,

- while the Ohinese smoks it.

Officials in China must ‘Bet the exampls to

the common people. All opium dens ave to be

e T vieordys, - government,

coltivagion.. If & 'magistrate can induce n farm-
er to stop growink poppy and devote his Jaud to
Fqinlrnfim»lo ‘expitation of tha tqn years,
he will be tendo. !

’ xn 4 for rewnrd.
Tt is obligatory that- every pewson f_
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" heads—under 60 years of age, must stop the use

of the drug.

Bome have a longer time allowed in which to
overcemc the babit, but most officials will have
to stop in sbout two months.

In the new regulations drug users are divid-
ed into two elasses, the Chia (a) and Yi (b).
Chia license will be given to persons shove
age of 80, and the other to thase below that age.

Persons of 60 or over, in poor health, will
be dealt with leniently, for to take their pipes
from them suddenly would be considered cruel.
The others must decrease the quantity of thew
smokes by a certain percentage each year.

The penalty for government offidials who
_do mot give up the practice at the time stipulated”
is' dismissal; for government graduates, the
humility of being deprived of their degrees, and
for ordiaary citizens, the posting of their names
in public places as “the opium-smoking clasa™.
and their exclusion from public social gather-

From the very start, new opium shops will
not be permitted to open, and those which are
licensed must make returns to the gorérnment.
showing that they have gradually decrossed the
amount sold. All which-do not close within the
ten years will be confiseated.

Chinese officials have been ordered to )
tiate with the British Minister to China with a
view to having the quantity of opium recsived
from India reduded in like proportion to that
which is home-grown, and that when the ten years
are up England may réfrain from sending ang
mare opiuom to China.

But there are other countries besides E
land with which fo nggotiate. Persia, the Duteh
colonies and Annam send opium to China. Jn
those cases where, like England, treatica have
been made, diplomacy must be relied upen to
effect amicable cessation of the commeres,
otherwise China may exercisa her sovereignty to
prohibit the import.

Especially will this be a blow to the Duteh
Colonies in the Malay Archipelage, where the
opium trade is under government owmership,
and the monopoly of the sale of the drug is &
profitable source of income.




