JPING foul himse!f

on the main businass

street of Troy, Newm
York, at the moon
hour one day recently,
@ siranger hunted wp,
a policeman «— thire
“are few policemen in
Troy, for a reason
which will presently
appear—and asked:
“What convention is meeting here? Is it the
National Association of Co-Eds?

“No; no comvention at all, that I know
of. Why?’ ¢

An excited sweep of the vm:o": arm
up and down the strees. Then:

*But the girls! Where did they come
from? Why, it must have rained girls here

, last night! There seem 10 be thousands of
them in sight! Gracious, man! Have you
nothing but women in this city?”

o Oh, yes, a few others"—and the blue-
coat nm!&d broadly—"but the minority of
-males in our population dow't keep us police-
men very busy, for, you see, this is a woman's
totwn, and the men have to behave.”

Troy mighs well be termed the woman’s
city., .Of its 76,000 inhabitants, by far the
majority are females. Not oxly that, but its
indusivial life is composed of women, for they
form over 60 per cent. of the wage earners.
The wages paid to the women workers ex-
ceed those paid to men. Troy's payroll for
regularly employed women workers shows a
disbursement of over $4,000,000 & year.

Balls, éntertainments and public functions

“* gre supported by the women; theatre audi-
ences are composed principally of women;
women predomuu everywhere. It is, per
haps the on!y cify in the world where the or-
der of man's rule is revérsed in nearly all ex
cepe political suffrage und office-holding.

N NO other city In the world, so far as known, 8o
women earn bhigher wages than men. That they do
fn Troy waan brought out some tu:n ngo when A
comparison was made.

It was found that & great pmpom of Troy's work-
ing giris were making K15 fo $35 & week, whils the aver-
‘nge wages patd to men—they are employed for only
heavy labor and running machinery about the factories
and liundries—were but §10 to §12 a week

But Troy is & woman's gity in ether ways—in svery
way. Not the city of the matron, either, but of the In-
dependent bachelor woman

Noonday in Troy is & good time to observe the extent
of feminine predominance. Leok which way you il
it is girls, giris, girls., Shops, oMoss and stores ocon-
trjbute to the throng, but most of them come from the
collar factories and the laundries whish svery week do
up the bolled shirts and cuffs and collars for the half
of New York Blate

Yeos, and some of them come from the drawing-
rooms and pariors of the elite. But you'd naver know
the Aifference m dresa, personal beauty or deportment.

A woman's city, but more especially a working wom-
an's city, js Troy. The number of womaen actually em-
ploved at Fainful cocupations in the city is sstimated at
M, 00

An estimate of the number of men employed is 5700,

904 loss than women.

i Of the male '« sArners probab

n -um‘ond in the regular
hotels n the restaurants (It u [ ltnm

tn soe 80 many m-& waiters serving o

who ootupy practie nll. the umw.: nbuut the Iverr
stables, t rajiroad ntuLon. or in jan Ing and common
Iaboring operationm.

PRETTY AND CLEAN

In other words, If the Indusiries which are
Almost exclusively femals labor were tn n.l
there would be no ¥, at least not the
been famed the country over os m&nﬂu 1
which might more aptly be te -nur
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The Matinee Hour

«irl of hia cholos, and they assocldte with her on
equality. .
Amhtrlﬁ'lw“'htﬁ
& “Ballo giel™ tl-'.l'nrhﬂ
of a local millionaire. {
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ness, and fs now & leader in local soclsty. e

Remarkable as thess ineidents are, they are ab !
equaled by many others In whish lswyers
denfists and sucosssful business men have
lar giria,

Asguredly, these women have charma Othetw
marriageable men of Troy could easily find lifo Parts
by golag to the surrounding towns As & mattel of Sael
uumummumuu."
girls are exceptionally attrastive as o class, R
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other cities mainly In that men are & pegligibly
-c-nmum—hulmﬁ

. n."

" by the women.

variably, tell you that ‘these night strolls are entirely
free fromi objectionably festures. Reflned in manner,
these girls give scant attention to “mashers.'

Fairly well educated s the average ‘“ocollar girl™
Bome are high school graduates, but the feal one
has finished only & grammar school education bafore
starting to earn & livellhood,

But a small percentage of them are natives of the

mnalier towns. They are giris whose parents ¢ould not
Afford to give them the advantage of higher education;
thoy did not care to go to work in any one's kitoben, and
chose this means of working for a lving, offering, as it
did, better thad living wages, and indepemdence,

This leads to the question of marriage. Oh, yes, they
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Thase
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it false ¢conomy to buy anything oheap. Besides, they
pay promptly for what they buy, 80 why shouldn't they
suit tharselves?

Tha obvious result i§ that at no time does the work-
ing girl feel that she la off duty as (o etiquetta. Bhe
carrfes her confidence and self-regpact with her to her
machine. Bha need not be ashamed to mest her most
sxclusive friend on the street. And even while nt work
she i» made chearful by the alr of refinement about her-
solf and her fellow.-workers.

Fashionably attired, displaying costly jewelry, work-
ing girle by the thousands may be seen on the streels
any fine night At frst thought this might ssem im-
proper, but it must be corwidered that the rules of pro-
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the fabric, the
veneration acoo them determi
d the umbrella as & mark of distinction
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G0 marry at times, for thay are women, But they 4o not

marry Indiscriminately, an do many women slsawhare.

There ia hardly one of them who has not rejected
several proposals of marriage. The coller girl makes
it & prectice to look well over the man who sesks her
hand, to study his prospects, his family, his past retord,
Nis propensity for work. It 8 common enough-40 hear &
Troy girl say;: *1 jlited him becnuse I prefor te kesp on
wupporting mywelf rather than undertake to support two.”
Those who say they have no intention of marrying are
by far In ths majority.

And those who do marry? Thually they do very well,
mueh better than the average working girl elsewhera.

Beveral fectory girls hbaye become mistresses of man-
sons fn Troy. A former laundry girl (s the wife of one
of the principal laundry owners, a very weoalthy man

His society friends in Troy say that he displa com-
mendable judgment and mdepondence in mplrrr“t:‘ the
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country by the price one can pay, and by Jodge
Ing the durability of the article
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In Africa only

Bomo time ago the women of some factories and
dries arrenged an entertainment and danoce, Which
attended by some €00 giris and only 600 men. Maoh.
confributed 81, which entitied her to biing & fris
Bome men recelved as high as forty Imvitations,

perhaps, 80 much on account of thelr great
as of the dearth of men In the city. "
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At the theatrs, whether at matines or
formance, the audience is mainly female.

, thay have maney Tor the church
When one becomas Il it is customary
make a collection and pay her the
rhe were working. Another custom
girla to divide among them the work
and do it n sddition to thelr own.

When death occcurs, thers is &
lmtohnpﬂdu
tiom fund to’ which =

principal depositors at

S0 the Troy workl
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