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AND lived with the Megsons, Her
parants had died when she her-
salf was 10, apd AMrs. Megeon,
good, smimpld moul, having no
olfjdren_ 6T hey own, had gath-

ered the ohfll ‘under her wiag, With the
undecsiafiding that ny wng as Jane be-
bhaved herself and 4ld bér shinre of the
day's work she could conslder hersaif at
homne. i

It was not to be demisd that Jans was
a disappolntmeént to h benefuctress.
The girl was willing lLlh and oot
hedrted eénough. Bat she could never
be brought to ses the desirability’ of
presenting 4 nest appearancE—which
was & pity, for she wus'old "enough to
know betler, In nearly twemly,

1f her work' In the kitchen left biack
smudges on her face she merely at-
tacked ihe frouble fitfully with a dry
apron, this making general what was
only partiqular before, and spolling the
look of & oleap apron besidés.

Her hatr, which properly eared for,
might hawve been made attractive, was
merely skewsred in unaympathetio
lumpe. to her head with the leasi num-

ber of hairpins for temper-
ary security; and &« ghe z-ul'thl scroan

ing needls.

At 6:38 o'clock o“?r evening Mr,
Megwon ocame home from work, and
with the regularity of clockwork he
Kkisped his wife tenderly, told Jane her
halr waa wery untidy, and bheard ra
Megron explain that it wasn't her fault,
as she had been “on at the girl™ all
day about it

Jane, in & contrite mood would &t
once brugh her halr from her forehead
with her hand, and after shanging the
position of a hairpin onde, oF twion
would express the hope that she 1ooked
tidler now. A4 the net result of her
woll-meant ¢fforts had been merely to
make confusion worse confpunded, the
Meg#ong gsve her’! uyp as hopeloss and
changed the mubject.

On this particular evoning Mr. Mo
son omme in ratoer more hurriedly than
usual, and ealled for “Mar’ before bhe
was inside the house. He had met Mr.
Wilkinsd, the eurfnta ‘who Wwanisd to
know If he could have his washing
home a day earller than wsual

wwell, it's all veady to be put into
the basket” replied Mre. Mogson, "but
I aln't poiv’ Lo say ad IU's properly

red.

“Jane'll toll ‘im that whén she loaves
" commentad Mr. Megson,

Jahn was jJust shinking of wsitting
down 10-Bupper, but it was clear frok
this hint that she would be expected 1o
take the curate's washing home firsf
aAnd, a¢ poon b everything had besn
certified in order, she plckead up the
pasicet and staggered put with L The
foad was Neayy, but Jane wis strong,
with am ocoawional “est mlong the
it would chuse fer mo inconveni-

e R

the bottam of the lane lealling to
chirale’'s hodee & sturdy-looking man
(abot thirty yaars, and with a bng
h of his shoulder, stood and
June us she panted along with

: wd badket  held awkwardly in
"ot her Wy the handlon Jio wos
mllow, AA WAtkdy in appear-

AR sha staggered

w her. and emiling
| Wiy of gresting:

‘yeplied Jame,, tempted into
mongent the prospect
E one who was

her social
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load she could earry If she had & mind
to exort becmelf.

“Ill lend ¥4 n "and” sald the man.
“Ooin' far?

“Ony i6 the top o tha Iame.' said
Jans,  settiifgiHer basket down s0 that
the man could takes ene of the handles,

“Up to the viearage”

“Humph!” sald the man as he took
the nearost handle, and, having ascer-
tained that Jahe was holding her owh
end finmly, started off I know the vie-
arage. Nop class up (hete. Engages me
Jast wésk to plant some poCitoes Cof
‘im. 1'4 g0t one row Jome, aAn® ‘s comes
out and sem ‘Gorblessmisoul,’ he ses,
you bin and om'y ‘planted ‘em six Inches
apart. ' 1 always plants mine ten inches
apart,’ ‘e ves.
we diffor,’ cause they dldn't ought to be
planted no more'n six inches apart’
“You got to alter ’em,’ ses ‘6. Nothink
o' the kind," I son'

“Wa only plants oursa six
thetie Interest in the adventure

“So doea everybody what's got senss.”
agread the man. “But the parson

woullda't give tn, ‘If you aln*t goin’ w0

do as you're toid' ‘e
S0 I sen, "Wel, 2 1

‘yom ean go.’
ml told or'oary

sommon senss’ I mes, ‘it min't likely as
want no
back answers from you' ‘e sea ‘It's
my belief, ‘6 mea, ‘you're one of these |sgnd

I'm goin’ to do IL* T dom't

loafin' codgera that won't work

proo-
erly, not if yom got the chanoa' ‘Hof

I as, step
guv'nor,’

o up to ‘im, ‘say that agen,

T told 'Ilm ‘s oould keep

though, as it ‘appens, I've wanted &
pretty bad since thesm But that's the

worst @ me. I've got such a guick tem-
per, and I'm up In & minnit”

“Tain't no good' sald Jane, philosephs

loaury.

“That's right, my gal 18 ain’t; bt you
don't think o these things tll after-
wards. An' now L m leokin' out for an~
othar job, BSeeT

“What's your work?™ assked Jans a
lUttls wesitatingly, as if she foared such
& question savored of unwarrantable in-
quisitivensss.

"Ae? pald vhe man
my ‘and Lo “moEt anythink.
bit o gardenin’ and & bit o earpentor-
Ing'—made o cawfin for an ole gent that
disd Inst week-—neat bt ¢ workk You
could "ave ate your dinnes off it.”

“Oh! T ean turn

Jane shuddered a little, as if the mer-
{ts of a coffip that was readily convert-
itls Inte a dinner tabio falled to appe=l
to her panse of the aedthetis. By this

time they had Arrived at the viesarage.

Having deliversd the washing, she ro-
turnad (o the lane abd found herself

fooling guite plensed te potige that her
new friend was wal for her.
‘.ra you ‘ungry wara the firet

words with which she greetad him, »»

the result of peflections that she bhad
mude on the vienrage doorstep.

The man hasltated, and for & moment

pressed his lips together, Then he dald,
with & Bosky laugh:
not. Why shonld 1 be?™

“You are ‘ungry,” replien J !

sttming ta contradict him so [atly,
“Well—what If I am?
o myself, ean't 17" he sald
They walked slong together in silence.

Jana had béan golng to say something,
but she found it necessary (o keep her
Ilps tightly cempronsad to pravent them thﬂg‘:‘ﬂ

€

from quiveriAg. Ag they cameé near 1
Megeon eetablishmenl, howaver, «h
controlied herself and said:

“You'll wait
wont yer? I'm cominr’ out agen”

The man leoked al her curiously and

then his shoulders. June
Indoors and found har supper awalt
her—a platefu] of eold ment and severa
thiek alices of bread

“Well,' 1 pen, ‘that's where

inches Ly
apart,” sald Jane Adisplaying & sympas-

pon. Bul ‘e pever mald it
agen. ‘B just offered me a shillin' for
what I'd done and told me to clear out
‘s money, |48y

I can do &

"Naol O eourse

wure
prised g lttla at her own daring’in pre-

1 ¢an (ake care

‘ere A minmit for me

Hastily slippi
mmmum.muﬁ"“"

=

slicesa, so that the resull was a substan-
tial sandwich, she returned to the gar-
don wate. “You've got to tako this" she
sadd in & tonae the firmpess of which sur-
prised even herself. The man biinked
his eyes a moment and drew away heal-
tatingly.. Jane at once deposited the
sandwich on the gats post and stepped
back.

“If you don't ‘ave It,” shs said, With &
falnt mmile, “the birds'll get It .that's
allL™ . .

The man stepped forward and ftook
the sandwich tenderly, aa if it had been
some fragile thing of priceless worth.

“You're & gopd 'un” he seid. “What's
yer namo™

“Jane—Jane Wrags.” mhe answersd
simply., “What's mﬂf‘

“Mes? Oh! I'm Widley.” he sald.
“Lidves t'other sids o' Greenhurst—whan
I Izm anywhores.”

+ BAre you comin' By ‘ere sagen®™ Jane

v Bob answered,

“Tomorrow—p'raps,”
“Dependn 1f I git & ah.“‘

“All right. Goo'~ * sald Jane lIn-
eantoaily, as she became at length u lit-
tle (ﬂém at the bold step #he had
taken in so far encouraging this strange
fellow.

“Qoo'-bye,"” he answered, and siouched
off. Jane, peeping through tha hedge
lﬂl&“lmlbl“-.-wmu-
roeify with whigh he attacked the huge

confirming her susploions

~after all
supper-~now Iimited to bread and choese
—with a fesling of satisfaction that
wus new to her. All her life sha had
dspended on the charity of others; to-
some one had depended on her own.
For the fArs tme, too, a fellow orssture
of the opposité sex had appeared to
taks & 1 interest In her.
was s poor spscimen, but he “was too
near Jane's own leve]l for her to be
greatly struck by his“eptréme dilaplda-
tion. BShe had not seen the Mgs and
grime so much as the Indieation of the
great heart they seemed fo cover: and
a8 hllnugcn know, the ays sees what
it ks amnd not ‘slways what s

thera

A day or so \ater Jane had halped
Bob Widley to find some oarpenter's
work with a loeal bullder, and soon

after that Pob was wedlthy ensugh to
& beautiful yellow neckerchief with
spois on 1t, which gave hima quile &
dashing appearance, His habit
of shaving only onoe & week took off a
Httie of the dash as drew near.
In & fine spirit of emulation Jane,
who had ho pennies for decorative
haderdashery, took to washing her face
with greater regularity sod thorough-
ness as her own sontridution to the mu-
tual improvement. On being pressed by
Mrs. Megeon for the preson of this
whelasome changs, Jane confessed that
there was a gentleman in the case, but,
as shse wams unable (o wsiats posilively
that sentleman was & reguiar at ot
of the local ¢hapel, Mra Megwon could
not #ee her way to offering Jans any
enoourngement In thia new enterprise.
On the following Sunday, however,
Jane, who had opened negot with
Pob In the Interval, was able ta proudly
adraw Mra: Megeoti's stitention to ihe
fact that the gentlemin In the large
yollow and red neckerchief was— o
Bob u'r;.:mly ﬂlrlu tlﬂm ing fn-
tan mt timb to the stery of
mn‘-.l’: ﬁ Mr, Meguon teck the op-
whether any-
the fact that

after (ho servige of Inquiring | flclent
openars

recognised oustoms, and he would At
onos comply; but he wasn't going to be
talked t0 ghort snd uncivil-like by sny-
body. +

Two days aftar that Jane set out, as
usual, with a wheelbarrow full of wosh-
Ing for defivery. As she came oul of
the garden gate, she looked up the
and down the road, and then & slight
frown settled on her brow, It had been
no unusual thing for Rob to be whalting
olose at hand, 80 that hé might push the
barrow for ber and talk 1o her of his
experiencas during the day's work, This
evening, however, he waa not thers, al-
though Jane had left her errands till
the last possible moment for fear of be-
ing too early to meet him,

He could not have been kept so late
an this at the workshop, and A Vague,
disquleting fear ¢ame to Jane that her
new friend might have already tired
Sha looksd at her nhabby frock.
ciimaily patched and ddrned in a dozen
places, and Wondered if her poverty had
frightentd him away, Then ahe re-
membered that his own appearunce &id

ba
and
away from his opponent &8 the
affalr was begimning to assume serious
proportions.

“You tald me 48 you was goin* to
give up fightin’,” she sald reproachfully
as he' shambled along by ber side with
his hand to his Fight eye.

“So 1 should ha' Oome.” mald Hob n
Hittle sullenly without waiting to be
asked, Be com to push the bar-
row. He had not it a couple of
e however, bafore the sense of the
wna"zl- which he was emarting be-
eame mish for him.

“Lock ‘ere, my gal” he said, - drop-

ping the barrow suddenly, “this ls ‘ow
it was, 1 was Wills' ‘im about Noah's
ark, same af what (hey talked about
in your ohapel, pea? Then that feller
gits and ses, ‘e Ses, ‘Oh! I don't be-
Have no Neal's srk’ ‘s ses. 'Oh!
don't yor,” I mas.  “Wall, as it ‘appens, I
‘eard m feller tellin' ue all about It on
Sunday.’ "That dom't make no differ-
emos tO me,' ‘s ses; ‘I dom't bellave there
never was no Noah's ark’ Well, that
got my back up, ‘catise I can't ‘alp be-
" & bit guick like at timen,
Hol' 1 pew, ‘say that agen!’ An' e sald
1t agen, an’ 1 up an’ ‘It "lm a slosher,
‘eauny I aln't goin’ 16 ‘ave noboedy anyin'
' we was just
Thare
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beyond question, wae naturally, & little
sRERering. pushed the barrow
vigoroualy & minute or

Jane, ubaccustomied to such a rapld pa

o8,
was Almost obliged te run ia order to
keep up with him. All st onos he
staopped-short

“luhe, my FAL” he wald

-Yea repliéd June, Jocking st Bim |

attentively.

“Look 'ers” ocontinued Bob] “you're
a good sort, and I ain't ‘alf bad when
they leaves me slone. Bupposin’ me ap’
you Was t0 git married™

“Oht" extlalmidd Jade. For days
she bhad been nursing & Yagoe”
that & proposal of m musi be
the nes outcome of
2:::61!::9. bﬂt‘m:ow that 1t had lﬂo‘.

such  shocki recipl
found herself nlmon: dl’;poud%t

it

motion that had recently eoma to
her sha was of importanes to some-
body af least had given rise to dreams
of the futurs, and the drosms had led
her to frams an idéal of her own; she
would be wooed and won With tander
peraistenicy,
loﬂn'? interest the graaual
the lMttie lrome that on its
would be presented to her like
lald at the fool of & quedn,
abrupt methods had Slesipaied

|

“We aln't got 'ny monsy te mars
ried on” explained Jane "ﬂ‘ you
aln't even got a nﬁln ﬁ“' :

“Oh! that's opothin'™ protestad.
“] can soon git & bit 0" money together
I'm & good worker If people’ll only let
ma alone and I''m worth good wages to
anybody, 1'll begin tomorrow. ~ I des-
say you'rs right \n & way, Dow't
you worry. Wa'll leave it for A week
or two and you'll ses what I do."

“I'll ‘elp you all I can,” Saild s on-

P .
- t's right,) =sajd “T'l b

down at the shop asrly tomorrew and
show the guv'sor I'm worth .what 'a

givéa me, AR’ more AR
chapel on Bunday and walk ‘ome with
you.  That's It, sin't 1™ o
On Sunday morning, a br so after
this meeting, Jamo ®at in place (n
the Iittle ohapel, watohing for 31:
arrival and £ that he might
late and 80 lose favor with which
:lm. Mognon wia disposed te régard
im., % 4"
He entersd the door, howewver, with
R E two minutes te spare, but, con-

a
an angry glados at Eo‘mm ul:;

heard of the affalr later on. ; ’

When the sarvice over Bob's re-
marks sfforded a distinot eclew to hia
ununally résentful atlituds that morn-
Things had, he exj s Jane
on tha way home, gotd & bit wrong

my fault,
't get
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and would wateh with & | Mrs

T'll soon find another. You'll wesa But

1 ain't goin' to ‘ave people talkin' to

me like that—ses? Nobody eoouldn't
5\

siang it~

weloomed graclousiy by the .
took his sest at the dinner tabls,
while Mrs. Megson and Jane wers ar-

tional

“l bin talkin' to Jans about
1t's done shockin' today,
Moguon &8 she came In
of | largé dih jn her Rands.
*Ton, I noticed It in ohepel”™ agréed

agen.

Mr.
me.” In

Jane sighed, and the rest of the walk
plished

in stlence.

Megron.
“Don't seem nothin' wrong with It te
Bab, a little tartly,

terposed
“Praps you sin't & jodge”

._'mtn; up and pre-

GATYY.
“Oh, 1 don't know,” ssld Boh, evidant-
ly disgosed to resent the aspersion
“I'm as good & judge as most

|

"’%-n. you ain't no authority om @
I's ‘alr. that's evillent,” continued My
with the easy humor of one
aocustomed to have his own o
house withou

“Weo're diways getiin’ at 'er about ‘er
untidiness,” dald Mrs, Megson by way

to

his taste

of supporting ber husband.

“That may be' retorged Bob, with a

ote, and

demur.

Bob,
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Har one and only romance ended

been
rected my

wtioks of the chemieal from the lahera-
tary, make a solution quickiy and bring
it to me.

“In his hasts the asristant ssised some
sticks of potassium cynnids instead
the
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procurs momes

thal its lowss fringe
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hether the students’ fe

would disappenar. -
“The torpor deepefied, s, #t¥hnge sen
of isolation, of remote distance fro
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