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*l' several years, but only an ap-
’ﬂiﬁnm he never was an active
seeker, Mr. Aitchison has

W held office nor mingled prom-4
Jnently in politics; nor has Mr. Camp-
.'_)di beent aggressive spolitically.  “This
“does not-necessarily make them more
,& than soime others who' have taken
& greater part in political strife, but
i & widespread, feeling that
- who has long been an actjve
is pot desicable tiaber for]

1 Mhtharamkcthenhlicmu-t
patient. The commission will

have to proceed moder-
, and only upon full information,
will take g considerable time to ac-

eoncede a good deal of what is res

_quired. But the people have a right
40 hope that the commission will
lton to

t

2

be a good one, and will be
much bepefit to Oregon.
—_—
-A CUROUS DIVORCE CABE.
OW LET us have a commis-
N absolutely _divorced
fmm polities,” » writds Editor
"Geer to the Oregonian. Yet
in pewly everything he has written on
the subject Mr, Geer has shown that
*paolitics” was his first and main con-,
sideration with respect to the coms
In this same communi-
cation be assumes ‘that if Governor

of the commission he

pointment
sgopal paolitical ends—perhaps judging
the . governor by his predecessor—

yet he assumes that Secretary
Benson and Trensurer Stel witl- notH
think of politics in connection with
Governor Cham-

pon-partisan in appointments. Did
Governor Geer ever? To give the
: ntrent to a Democrat, the ex-
rnor says, would have been “pal-

Atles” i the interest of the Demo-
E party; bat to give it to two
‘Republicans—for they heing a ma-
can make all -the appoirit‘
' —is  absolutely non-political.
He ‘insisted on Republicans having

P power because of their Repub.

) yet he expects their action

. “absolutely divorced from poli-
“'.: thengh Governor Chamberlain
) ghe same powsg, would have
politics right away and never

of getting a divoree. All of
Shince. the cx-governor s &

4 man, forces the con.

‘ghat be speaks insincerkly, or

.'lf 'vbﬂl of extreme partivan

M.lper the other day
d a Jong editorial on

“Some Politics”

_ “at length that

should be a Repub-

Not a word about

5 He wanted the Jegiala-

 the commission  to
the divorce law,

being aliowed

than be (Geer)

:thun for

.,

thousands of dollars a year required
to maintain. this court will be mpney
well expended. A few years' longer
trial would furnish basis and data for
a more intelligen* determination of
the merits of the courts than can be
arrived at now, but there is consider-
‘able evidence that-it is accomplish-
ing much good.

This is a matter, however, that
otight to'be tken out of the,leghla-
ture and left to the county or
interested, and that has to foot the
bills.  Represeptatives ' from other
counties, have no proper voice in the
matter, but they have an excuse for
voting for the bill if the Multnomah
county delegation is for it.
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. BRYAN AND I0WA.

M!{. W. J. BRYAN spent Lin-

coln's  Dbirthday in  Des
Moines, where he addressed
the legislature, delivered a
lecture, and made Sther speeches, and
the Sioux City Journal, whose stand-
pat editor, George Perkins, tried to
beat Governor Cummins, both before
and after the last Republcan state
convention, discusses Mr. Bryan's
visit at mych length. It was a great
day for the liberator, the Towa paper
shys. He met with an enthusiastic
welecome by the general assembly,

‘with 64 Republican majority on joint

ballot. “The greeting was one - of

more than personal cordiality. It was
a great triumph for Mr. Bryan. It
was also a prond day for the state ad-
ministration.” And the Sioux City
paper continues:

1t was a strenuons day for Mr. Bryan,
but a great ona. It ronewed his strength
and gavé hiny viston of fowa as & prom.
ined lahd. It was so different than on
some formor occasionn, and he could
not fall to observe that while he was
in deep water, salling the world around,
the easume of reform had made great

progress In this siate And just to
think! In 1900, the last tine Mr. Bryan
ran for prosident, Town gave a popular
majority against him of 100,000, Now
there Is the prospect that in 1208 he
msr oarry Jowa It was a great day In

Des Moines, the center of our politics
Everywhets Mr. Bryan appesred there
was averflow of progressive enthuail-
amm.. H& dld not neglect to mention in
proper, relations the mame of the gov-
erpor.  He did not neglect to Keep out
hin dragnet Tor a costinuance of foslon,
to the end that finally, sfter the battle
of the years, the success of reform
might be written In fadelons characters
off the leaflat of our time for presarva-
tion in the immortal history of the land
of the péeriess.

The Towa standpat trust organ con-
tinges its ironical comment by ex-
claiming: “Here ig lowsa, hoop lal
A Bryan state, with Reform standing
out im the gheen of the sun on the
banner of Progress. The chlnxl is
recognized by the high priests.” And
then it turns its attention to the Des
Moines Register and Leader, the lead-
ing. Republican paper of the state,
that had intimated that Bryan might
carry lowa next year, and says: “The
candidate was there for business, and
Des Maines scrabbled for partner-
ship; the legislature made itself a
willing tool, and Mr. Bryan was. in
vited to pick his ground and take
everything in sight. What the Regis-
‘ter and Leader means iy that not only
the  Republican party of lows, but
the Republican party of the republic,

mmm&cmmu!
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aloft and higher than-Beyan can put
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a chain of papers extending from Chi-
cago to Denver, each one capable of
printing an almost unlimited number
of sample copies to be sent out during
the mail-weighing period on the Bur-
lington. Nevertheless, the Rock Is-
land, willing to' pocket the “loss,” and
$65,000 besides, peraisted in its efforts
to get the contract, until the Burling-
ton at last met the other road’s terms.
Does any one believe that there is a
“loss” in carrying the mails this 500-
mile trip, when the casrier agrees un-
der pressure to knock off $65000 a
year 10 retain the contract? On the
contrary;, ia it not certain that there
is big money in it after the $55,000
is surrendered, since two roads en-
guged in a struggle to get the busi-

ness? And if there is a good deal|®
more than $65,000 & year pfu!:t in
that one contract, how much is there
in all the mail carrying cortracts
throughout the country? y,

It was to ‘n expected that the Ore-
gonian would do everything possible
to discredit and disparagé the new
railroad commission. No surprise
was excited when it undertook to be-
little the abilities and qualifications of
the members of the commission, and
to prejudice the public against them.
But it is truly amazing to find the
Oregonian_now advocating the very
method of appointment of the com-
missioners that it has been vehemently
opposing ever gince the law was pro-
posed, If all of the commissioners
were appointed by a single official,
our contemporary now says in sub-
stance, the sense of responsibility
would be much greater., Precisely—
and i the advice of The Journal had
been hefded, that method of selection
would have been adopted. Has the
Oregonian any fixed ideas whatsoever
on this subject, save that it does not
want any legislation that will compel
the railroads to desl fairly with the
people?

e —————

“1 believe in spanking the governor
at every chance,” Senator Bailey is re-
ported to have remarked, Surely a
legislator might have a higher concep-
tion of duty than this. And it looks
as if the governor in mosk cases turned
out not to be the spankee,

————

Thomas A. Edison says that here-
after he s going to experiment with
electricity only for amusement., But
he probably knows enough not to get
hold of a live wire.

f—————— |
Utility of Censors.
(From the Detroit News.)

“When Maxim Gorky dined with me"
waid a literury New Yorker. “he talked
about the Ruasian eensorship.

“He sald thal In the courss of the
Russo-Japaness war he had occoasion in
an articls fo deporibe the headquirters

of ona of the grand Muikex Heo wrots
of (hese headquarters, among' ofer

thinge:
HeAnd over .tha desk in his highness
tent. is & la photograph of Marie la

Jambe, the beaotiful ballst dancer.’
“Bafore thia articls ooild appéar, the
esnsor changed that tanow to:
“*And over ths in his hghnonss
iant Is a Tirgs map Of ths thaxtrs ar
war"”

There Ia reported to be M fomt of
water on (ha Tillamook bar at s nor-
mal high tide, and It is expecied to re-

long run who can possibly benefit by
this change will ba the landowneér, be-
muumwlmmomhi-how
Inge at the expense of the general tax-
ern, who, of cou embrace both
andowners and non- owners.

For mysslf, 1 do not belleve In frea
water, but If we have got ta have 1t, the
whole cost ought 1o be asscssed on
naked land valuss and not on the gen-
eral taxpayer, for the simple reason that
the landowner Is ult unlt::r the only ane
who will receive the benefit. The really
seléntifie way to adjust the byrden of
the system would be to the whole
oost of piping maina, eto., to the lands
Df~thin oity, irrespective of  Improve-
ments, and then lel thy cost of main-
tensnos be borne by whoever® uses In
proportion to the amount used.

H DENLINGER.

Not a Pmtihhlonht.
Portland, Feb, 21.-~To the HEaitor of

Tha Jou reporting the proceeds
ings of the [AlllAWee.One Hundred, your
r speaks of P. Lent, Iately

a ocandldats on the Probibitlon ticket,
This s & misstatement, I was not Iately
a candldats on the Plohibition tieket. ¥
am not a4 Prohibitionist. 1 opposed the
proposed high-loense ordinance, Because
it seemdéd to have a Prohibition string
to It, and forther becauss 1 bellove ¥
will impair the usafulness of the “One
Hundred” to ke up matters of this
kKind., T am iy favor of a reasonably
high lleensa, for 1t Ia right that the
people who make a large part of the
public eftpense should help pay the bill
I am apposad to prohibition and sevarely
restrictive legislation, . like the pro.

high-license law. for the resson

f the ultimate enforcement of msuch
moasures brings about greater avils than
exirt under present conditioms.

The macrad rights of the homp hawe,
on more than ona ocoasion, been In.
fringed on and innoc@nt people made to
ruffar, in attempls to enforee the Pro-
hibition lawe, Let us not forget that we
live In a freea country, and are antitled
to the highest degree of personal llberty
consistent with pubile safetly, There
are certaln offenses that afl ejvilizsd
people recognise as crimes; to drink or
sell Hquor ls not one of them. We have
n large coamopolitan eity, and we should
not atterpt to run It an a Puritan basis

GEORGR P, LENT,

Tlu: P]a'y

It is not necessary for one to have
Hyved In a country town to apprecite
“T'ie County ChaAlrman” But to those
who bave reslded in g rural settlemant,
who know village charaoters, village
Iifs mnd customs, there s an exquisite
delight In witnessing thia, perhaps the
most amusing plect of sarcasm that
George Ada ever wrole.

“The Counly Chalrman” visited Port-
land twop years ago and created an Lm-
mensely favorable 1 on, There
wAs & audlence at the Helliy last
night to witness fts re-appesrance in
this ety and the company, though infer-
for to its predecessor, was matisfactory.

Babsock has the part of
Jim Huckler, chalrman of the county
committee, - He givea an-excellent por-
trayal of the charpoler, As an!aoctor
he captivated the andience, but as a
spoech-maker ha in & miderable fallure.
At the conclusion of the wsecond act
when his acting was Infleed worthy of
the demotielration the sudience gavy
him ., mtkm and thers wero callm for-
n “spesc He finally oonsented and
eVary ODe WAN SOrry

As Bassalras mvlunlon the negro
fun-maked for the village, Thomas J.
Grady does fairly well In convaying the
author's of the sharacter. Others
In the st ware sltlisfasiory,

*The County Chalrfoan” wan offered
Jast night only. Buat with the one per-
formapce L gave A great -amount of
plefsure to thowe who saw It and will
always h gordlally recslved in Port-
land,

Ignorant and Happy.
From the Baltimore American.
The Z-year-old essrewitoh of Russis
Is a pretty child, unenvied by every in-

by the whols His phs
#how Rits 10 B tha handsomest of the
csar and esncina's lttle flock, whith s
oftan the ease with only sona Ha !.l
sald to be & bright littla fellow

keenly Interesteq lu tM mllllu hon-

telligent mortal, tenderly commiserated |
world,

ars with which he

maln (SAL way all of wthis yeas,

»it "
L

)

Avested. |
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a3 balt for the next visitor, These
pleces are all spurious and the ‘fakery’
are mo wall scguainted with the trav-
elers’ wry that they send thess fmity-
tions to the conmiry pilaces to be sold
Through this practios, & Welsh dresser
Bas often bhean placed by mistake in a
Yorkshire farmhouse, but, of coures, It
h-l:]u lnn rimud eys to notlos such
]

“England Is aﬂrﬂm with ‘faked’
antiquon,” he ndded. ““Thore are ‘faked’
Chelaca. Cuplds, halding little baskets of

‘faked” Ol4 rsous and
clorks, r and har-

that It eannot be
Bhetndld plate, which s worth five
times what It was 10 years ago, s
‘faked,’ but the ‘fakers’ cannot produce
the glow of the genunine work. Pewter
Is ‘faked’ In Germany by the ton, and
there -are factoriea near Nuremberg
which turn out pewtar stamped with.a
place of origin and date a couple of
centuriea old.
LI I

“The German government makes ax-
cellent coples of works by
Romndy and other Engliah artiets, which
sall for a dollar or two, They are sasily
disposed of &t higher prices to unwary
tourists, Hundreds of imitations of Mor-
land's plctures are sent to England from
Hollund, whers they are made. In Dres-
den they {mitate the oM Dresden s
well that It la hardly an imitation; it s
Eimply a réeprofuotion of the same thing,
Not long ago 1 saw a Nu tabln
bcmn: the Tullecies cipher. wan
Caleed.’ -

“At the same thu rul Wu
still to be found now and then, bmtt
takes an expert connoisseur fo "be mure
of thingn. Recently 1 bought a Queen
Anne table for ¥ cents and it preved to
be worth %8, and =« table for 57 which
would bring 188 Such bargalns, how-
ever, are becoming rarer every day.”

Essays by Bobbie

By William . Kirk
G

AS.

Gas 18 & funny kind of stuff wich
makes & brits lite [f you touch a mateh
?1:1 it If it tsent turned off by the gas

0,
dollar (31.00) & thousand feet.

in uunumubmmtmmm
been dlecovered by the gast trust our
fourfathers used ldmps & candles &
lanterna. A grate man named Diogenes
went ail wof with a lantern looking
for a-honest man, If he had used a gas
{ite he might have fdund & honest man
Bbut not at the gam offos

the first peepul that was on this erth
dident have any Hte at all except the
moon & the next peepul was only a
Iittel better, they used bonfires In thare
cAves. now we use gis & slectric lites
& also the samp old moon, PA uses the
moon more than Ma, she uses the gas
for cooking & a lite in the window for
Pa & he uses tha moonlite to gulde him
hoam at last

WATER.
water ia thin sguff wich Is moast of
this erth excepl ihe ground, water s
one of the gratest things in thie world,
& 1n used for many things sueh as for
cooking, putting out flres,
dows & sumiimes for drinking.
the moast water of all Is in the
oossns, whare the ships wall acroas Lhe
briny deap & back again, the ocemn 1a
vary deap In sum places, & 1t 18 full
eharks, whales & other sk,
of wich have to stay In" the waler

:

-3

the time except the flylng fahes, thay
git tired of the waler & use thare wings
to fiy from wai? (o waly like a rich
young man fiying from Plitsburg to
New York L3 .
the first water was'in Eden, Eve sod
1mwmhm1mumwx-
#0 much & Adam 1:" is sumthing
that 1 ke pritty is cool & wat,
I dount know what it s but It
good Lo me, a0 he gave s & dri
water & she sed You are a vary nalce
person, hers Is A nice red apple for
you. p
English Joke in :

o

m.lburt wo are fres to confass
.ct'l:‘ﬂ"lu thﬂtﬂlh!hw
hﬁ.m'htm-ﬂ,&

,_.O "' .S

e T
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it Is & kind of alr & gas Io one | B™

The country ahould pass a vote of
thanks to Senator Morgan; he hasn't
delivered = mpeesah, or part of one, on
the eml this winter,

. =

the Thaw case “ex-
aggerated ego sclf-importance” {s
evidence of insanily, thero are a great
many unconfined insane p«-yu

- -

If 1t would take a woman as long to
vote 48 to on & hat or say good-bye
to a caller, the returnd, If women could
vole, would not get in for & week.

- -

The Hague peacs palace I to be
adorned with a full-length portrait of
Prasident Roosevelt, but {n spite of the
nrtist's efforts it will not look apprepri-
ate there.

If aa olalmed In

In & story of the arrest of an embeos-
gler 61 years old, a contemporary alludes
to him as "sged”™ five times. If & man
61 years old 18 “aged.” what las man
when he really becomes old?

Brander Matthews’ Birthday.

James Brander Matthews, the author
and one of the plopner advooates of the
mystem of simplified apelling, was born
tn New Orleans, ebruary 21, 1389,
graduated from Columbia eollege in
1571, and wes admitted to the bar the
same yoar. He abandoned the law for
literature, and made & name for himself
that s familiar throughout the Eng-
lah-speaking world. For the past 185
yenrs Dr. Matthews has boen professor
of dramatio literature at Columbia. col-
Toge  During the same period Wis pen
has produced a large number of ésanys
and books on literature. In recognition
of his servicea to literature In conhec-
tion with the French drama France has
recently conferred upon him the decora-

N Coos 1 o

BO Bay Mrg. Co. 6§ the sohools
r"om 3. Payroll M0.385. With others
ﬂ workingmen are glalmed, with a pay-
il Of $90,000.

During the past week

#o many In evidence around the pler as
durlng the past wesk. It is
by one of our most veracious tigéne

that he saw T ar one time: bot fhis
must be taken cum .rm-nlh. -
L

Gardiner Gagette: Thursday l-n wook
the wtage going down the beach waa al-
mont lost in ‘Th;om e:l-‘l'!-t of Ten
Mila creek. stage
wora swept down the stréam tm
20 yards And tlu;horm were
to swim quite a distance and urm be-
ing abls to get a solid footing an ocean
wave broke over the team and wagon
badly frightening the ocoupants,

February 21 in History,

1820—Virginia legislature condemned
first high tariff bill as unconstitutio

1845—John Quincy Adama, sixth pron|-
dent of the United Sintes, dled. Born
1747,

1864—Cuar of Ru-h procinimed war
againat the Turks.

1864—Britlsh defeated 20,000 Bepoys
near Lucknow.

1866—"Wisoonsin ratified the constitu-
tional amendment.

1ETE—8liver remonetized.

1885—<Dedication of Waahlaﬂu monu-
ment at Washington, L. C.

186—Richard Plgott confeased forg-
ary of the Parnell letters.

18497—Fleet of the powers bombarded

tiop of the Legion of Honor.

the !nsurgents at Canea, Crets

Plea For Wives

of Drink Slaves

By John Q. Woolley,

I shall never drink again, bBut one
night In & New Engiand traln, and very
fil, 1 met a stranger who pitied me and
ve mao a quick, rful drug out of
a small vial and my pain was gone in a
minute or two, but alebdhal wae llcking
up my nrr blood with tomgues nof
flame.

uhould bave got drunk that night,
" l oould. 1 thought of ewerything-—
of my two years of clean life; of the
meeting 1 was golng to, vouched for by
my friend and brother, D. L. Moody; of
the bright little home In New York; of
Mary and the bays: 1 trisd to pray, and
my lips framed ouths, *

1 reached up for God, and ho was gone,
and the flercent flend of hell had me by
the throat and shouted. "Drink. Drink,
Drink!" 1 sald, But Mary — but the
boys": It mald, "'re hou with mrr—~,
come on, to the sa

It was. not m d-rll.m, Sunday
morning. when I stood on the platfdrm
at Pawtucket, Rhods Island. I el
from saloon to saloon; they wers shut
up; ®o were the dr stores, and all
that duy, 1ocked in My room at the ho-
tal, I fought my fight lnl won It in the
svoning. by the grics of God; but the
pwople of Pawtucket never knew Lhat
the man who spoke to them that might
had been In hell all day.

L L .

What would you take in ossh to have
that put inte your LUfe?

That is to be my pertion until my dy-
ing day; but, if mereiful, patient time
shall cauterizs and heal the old, dis-
4 wounds apd oo

»a %

weore two flights of stairs, but 29 would
bave been nolhing to me, my heart wws
hauling away like a great balloan,

She stood In the middle of our room
as pals and cold and motionless as o
woman of snow, and T knew at a glance
that the aweest, brave life was in tor-

tute.

“What Is 187" I oried; “what la the
matter?™ and in my arms shoe sobbed
out the everlasting tragedy of  her
woedded 1ife.

“Nothing—at any rats, nothing gught
to be the matter. I do balieve you;
I knew you would come home; but 1
have listensd for you mo many years,
that I meem. to be Just one mgreat eer
when you are away beyond your time,
I soem to have lo-l all wense but t
of hearing when you are absent, unex-
plained, and every sound on the strest
ptartion me, and evary step on the siales
is a threat and a pain, nnl the nuu-
ndEa chokem me, and
amothers ma. And all llu nla. umrbl
home-comings troop through II‘ min
wilhnut omitting one detall, and
night I heard the children sl
thelr aleep, and I_thought I aho dlo
when 1 thought of you having totwalk
in your weariness and in this minight
throush Kneeland street alone™ ot ¢

. & 0w -

848 thinks that I will never Tall; and
wowd deny today that she khows any
fenr, but yet, until the undertaker
scraws har swest faocs out of my sight
forever, that ghastly, u o
lens thing will walk the chdm of
::: heart whenever I am uumunud

?oufo'llmlltIMM“lOW
shaken and unshakable confidence of har
you love, 1 bessech Lo a Nght for
itha women who wait !on!nt unfil the
saloon sends 1o them thair h ']
‘l.a: thelr lm maudith, brutish, devil-

[| And you, happy wives, whoms hsaris
have never wivered nor had occaglon to
wavar, and who, when your inds
fall to comé on uno. Al b
without a fear ‘s :Iam with
amiles upon your trl. nleep the
long night, too peacefully even
to dream;, by mercy of that

ven you that., L besesch you, 0l
s ves to tllll. _at theer
wives w whole Y
must  walk . hald
, )
tarror and pain. ] » =
. LSS 3



