u» @OT only was Abrabam Lincoln the

story-telier who - ever
he wea the hero of

ltved, but
more gooid stortes than any ather
map In America's gallary of he-
rosn. Admitiedly, nothing ‘so effectu-
ally throws the Mmelight upon the pri-
wvate gnblic’urnr of any celebrity

ns anecdotes and Inel-
denta which are

seldom s matier of of-
ficial or historic record. Qulte natural-
ir. the biography of any man
rominently in the public eye is certain
be raked with a fihe-tooth comb for

that disolose w0 with — Ganeral

 ihase minor happenings
much more regarding hls ?pul‘ehanelar
“"wl".:u m ths anecdotés tHat are

anearthed regarding a opuhr 1dol are |

gy 3 ~amads
are obscurs or the humor ‘ls ssemingly

‘ foreed, and altogether the gossip i not |
Not so in the case of |

weory convinoing.
Lineoln, however.
Lincoln Was famous for his pungent,
pithy and practical storles drawn from
an apparently insxhaustible source and
slways avallable on every occasion. Om
the other hand, the eclvll war president
m the central figure in hun-
na

One the ome hand,

of good mtorios that were {llumi-
“in_ thelr disclosures of his dry
kindly sympathy and keen in-
ﬁa ] nature,
delighted to tell of the high
price whigh he ns a wmall boy pald for
& copy of Weem's “Life of Washington.”
¥o had horrowsd the hook from a nelgh-
Boring farmer, and was so unfortunate
to lsave It near An open window,
Fhere a drénching rain Weriously Bam-
aped it Ta wenl gver 1 the owner and
mads & clean bresst of the matter,
whereupon the magnanimous ald farmer
sald: “Wall, Abe, 80 Tong us It In you, I
won't be hard on you. Just come over
) #nd pul) fodder for mé for a couple of
days, and I will eall It square ™
The martyr president was known as
n who preferred peace whenever
.pmq but he could fight upon prove-

~
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cation. On one accasion during hia boy-

hood the town “bully” entered the store

where he was employed as clerk and
raised a disturbance, . ignoring

“Well" sald Abs, finally; “If you must
be whipped 1 muppose I may-as well
whip you as any other man,” and hae not
only proosefdad to giva the fll-betaved
visitor a thorough thrashing, but rubhed
“smartweed” Into his eyes unitfl the fol-
low bellowed with paim

This recalls the Taot that when,
later years, after his memopable dusi
Hhields, Lincoln was
asked by a friend why he had shosen
broadswords as_weapons. instead_of the
oustomary pistols, he remarked: “Idlg
not want toe kill Shields, and felt snre
1. conld disarm_ him, having had about a

the
| eleric’s reqnasts that he behave himsslf,
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month to learn broadfwidd axerctwe; |-

furthermore, I 4ldn't want the darned
fellow to kill me, which T rather think
he would have done If we had selected
pistole™ !

It wam while Lincoln was clerk In
the store above mentioned that be re-
celyed the nickname of “Hoenest Abe.™
On one oceasion, after clusping the store
At night, he walked four milea to re-
fund a few cenis Lo a woman whom he
hod unintentionally overcharged for a
purchase. History has glven great
prominence to the fact that as a young
man Lincoln split ralls for the neces-
saries of 1ifa, bul is silent ae to the
terms wpon which he performed  this
arduous work.. The rallsplitting was
the means of securing not only bed and
board, but alse elothing. At one time
the bard-working yYoung man made a
bargain with Mre, Naney Miller to split
40 rvajls for every vard of bhrown Jeans,
dyed with white walnut bark, required
to make s pair of trousers-—no mmail
contract, since the rallsplitter was tall
and ungainly.

Lincoln was appointed a postmaster
by Presldent Jacknson, and Inasmuch ams
he 4id not want to be tlod down by the
duties of the office, he hit upon the
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By Waldon FaweetL
HBE manufactured valentine which,
iu
ocome the curemcy
cule, and as smuch haws ol
millions strong every amid-Febru-
ary la an instititution litls more §
pantury old, yat the festival whic
missiven commemorate | -
Indesd, It had s origin
Roman costom of celebr
roary the Lupervalia
and Pan, st which time
_men of the emgilre chome a o
the opposite .sax with whom to henor
1 gods,  When the fathers of the
¥y church found that prople
fenaciotialy to thia of
haatts the Ot "
mads of the pagat hollday a tribute ¢
good St Valeniie.
For all | that love's

vl
wrlesty

celebration,

Val 2 the old priest had nolhing
¢ 1o do with.the sentiment or
piign wikich hns caused this festival
jove to endore for all Ume On the
Yy, Iastead of being a beloved
b of tender and romantle feelin
wias regardod as a malelaclor
Roman suthoritiés und was mar
& o the third century,
el o death and then Bohead-
o colpssaum.
L however, (ha obaervance of
w i holiday over-
proe aarly practices of
h_. Aan g . o on  the gontinent
3 : quai -10 fanciful ocon-
hoo, i laly young peo-
v (% § .

one form or another, RaN he- |
of Jove and ridl- |
fation

2l upon the day that the | langd pools i
wireh BAld sel apart as mmcred to Bt | rored thereln

| Yor
- | duo [ 1

ITrom (heé
| manfer

novel esxpadiant of converting himself
into a poriable postoffice. Whenever
he had occasion fo gq about he carried
all undellvered leitera In his hat, and
any patron of the offioe who wanted his
midl had only to lucate the postmaster
in order to secure It immediately,

The first political speech mnde by

Lincoln was dellvered in 1532, when he
wns 12 years of age. It was on the oo
casion of a debate, and his opponent,
the rival candidate, had wearied the au-
dience, ro Lincoln contented himself
with the following:

“Gentlemen, Fellow-Citigens: T pre-
sume you know who I am, [ am hum-
hie Abe Linctin. I have been sollicited
by many Triends to become a candidate
for the legisiature. My politics can be
briefly steted. I am In favor of the
internal improvement system and a high
pfotactive tariff. These are my sentl-
ments and political principles. 1f elect-
ed 1 ghall be thankful. If net. it will
be ail the same™

After Lincoln entered the state legis-
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e took to followihg »inging birds un-

fal led by the winged messengors of song
I It In |
ro= |

nes,

1]

sk pecluded wand-

the hope of finding mir-
the fuces of their dbstined

nee

loves

It was in England and Scotland,
ever, the fe

'
how-
Ival attalned the moat unl-
rity from its earliest Intro-
that the most hilarioun
apirit oharncterized Jis “observance.

tloe's dsy. and the swain who was not
forehandsd must needs  sudaciously
At a valentine out of hand at pun-
3 B Valesting's day or-be-barred
frolled of the ochasifm. Ths
of the palving off of Uiese ar-
dent swajns and maldens was rather s
novel one.

On the svening preceding the festival

ri

In |
| ¥o olden time the young foiks drew lols
'ifnr one another on the eve of Bte Valen-

day an equal number of belles and Bache

tlars arsembled at some appointed ren-
and each wrote his name upon

*h wis rolled up snd placed
ers of (ts kind In & basiket,
Then oscurred a drawing  of Jotn, the
malds taking the men's billets and the
men the malds, so that esach of the
young men had designated by fate ‘s
flrl whom he cailed his wvalentine, and
to each young Indy was delegated an
escort whom ahe called hers. The plan
had the disadvantage that each person
In the sompany really had two valen-
tines, but-this problem was in & measure

ved- by Lthe unwritien law that each
man should be more loyal to the valen.
tine that had fallen {o him than-te the
villelitine fo whom he had fallen, Atter
lova's lottery: had thes divided Lthe coms
pany Into couples, the valentinss gave
balls, provided treata of one kind or
another for. thelr mistreases and waore
their biljets on their sleoves for weversl
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iature his fellow-members had no end
of fun with him. They tensséd him un-
mercifully about his large fest, and
once when ' he complalned of cold =«
quick-witied confrere remarked that «it
was no wonder he was cold—"“there |s
80 much of him on the ground.” How-
over, Linooln bad a way of turning the
jokke on the other feliow in the most
unexpectadiymanner. . Once when he had
agreed to trade horses “sight unseen™
with a brother lawyer he showed up at
the appointed time with a sawhorse on
his shoulders.

The witty statosman was always will-
ing to join in & laugh at his own ex-
pense. He-never tired of gleafully re-
counting an-experience when traveling
when a fellow-passenger on the train
gravely informed Lincoln that he had
something that bslonged to him. When
the futura presidemt inquired what ft
waa his new acquaintance produced n
pocketknife and said: “This knife was
given to me some years ago with the
injunetion that I keep It untll I found

days As was to be expected, wush
temptings “of futs frequenily fosterad
romances that epded in marriage.

Merry England was also the country
In which the practice of sending valen-
tines In the form of love-laden messnges
found earliest favor, One explgnation
advanesd for this was that the British
swaln, though quite ms amative as his
cousing on the cofitinent, dld not pos-
seps the aglle tongue of the southern
races nor tha boldness of the Latine In
Jovemaking. Conseguently, so tradition
runs, the young Britons early adopted
the plan of dispatéhing tender vorses or
complimentary plottures in lleu of verbal
declarations of affectiof. At first the
mesgongers of  lova were home-made
verses penned in colored Ink snd accom-
panied - in* many I(nstances by & orude
drawing designed to typify the devotiom
of the artist. \

Bre long the posta of the United King-
dom eaima to the ald of lovalorn foung
people, and thé market bégun (o be
ficoded with booklets of “sppropriate
rhymes” for lovers and swoothearts of
all ages and stations in life. Tha first
of these alds to the sentimentally in-
clined ' appéared about 1780, and there-
after they continued in vosus with ns
tons of popularity until about 150, Bome
of these bookists vérs lssued Annually,
lke almsenacs, eich new sdition stored
with- the very IAtest productions of ihe

posrtantors.
and lofty eenti-

The choles rhetpr
ment that abou these Uitls wvol-
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A man more homely than myself. Now
I think you mre entitled to the prop-
erty.”

During. the civil war a committes ap-
pearsd befors President Lincoln and de-
manded the removal of General Grant
Beoauss, as the spokesman put It, “He
drinks too much whiskey.” "By the
way, gentlemen,” dryly remarked Line
coln, “can any of you tell me where
General Grant procures his whiskey, be-
causs If can find out T will send a
barrel of it to every gemeral in the
field.” For all that Lincoln was braad-
minded, he was personally most temper-
ate. On one oecasion when bhe enter-
tnlned & party of politicians who plainly

| expected mome liquid refreshment he hau

& huge old china pllcher Yrought In and
announced: “Gentlemen, we must pledge
our mutual healths in the mest healthy
beverage which God has given to man
It is the only bevarage I have everjosed.
and I cannot econsclentiously depart
from it on the preseat occasion-—it is
pure Adam's ale from -the spring.”

ENTINE (Z505)

umed of “gema” for valentine senders
was ‘In ‘a measure reflgsted 1n the titles
of the volumeos., Witgess, for Instanoce,
"The*Annual and UMvyersal Valentine
Writer,” *“Cupid’s Festival,” “Cupld's
Budget,” “Cupld’s Cabinet and Court of
Love” “Polite Valantine  Writer,"
“Rhapsodies and Pastimes”™ “Séleot
Verses for Belles and Buckas Whoe
Throng to Hymen's Court,” “Cupid’s An-
nual Charter,” “The. Bchool of Love™
"Ladles’ Polite Valeatine Writer,” “The
Bower of Cupld” and others in the same

straln. b
Not all of thess works of ready refer-
ench wers Intended, however, for thoae
fand beings for whom the course of
true love was- scomiguly running
smoothly. For these disappointsd and
revehgeful creatures who mada this nig.
wifieant day an oocasion for venting
their spite because of affeation
there were such volumes ds "Quissical
and- Satirical  Valentine Writer"” d
.oxd

shafts, “Hyman's Revange Against Old
Malds, 014 Rachelors and Impertinent
Coxoombs,” h;q: as the subtitle ax.
rw “a ¢h collection of valens
ines, humorows and satirfeal, ohiefly
o T The valenting  versamakars
evon went furthor in thair specialining
&nd provided special verses for the vari-
cus classes of trades-péople, soma tell-
ing of Jove in the spproved fashion, but
othars defily sdvertising the sender's
businees, ’ b

Along about 1800 the manufactured
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A BART DORTRAIT OF AZRAT AP LINCOLN

When Lord Lyons, who was during
the Lingoln administration Hritlah en-
voy at Washingtan, called at the Whits
Jlouss to- announce-the betrothal of she
present king and queen of England, the
president listened ‘attentively, and then

1 remarked In &M geriousneas to the bach-
Lelor _diniomat:

“Lord Lyons, do thon
In recelving the
visited the

go and _do likewise '
thousands of callers  who
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hie mon Tad. Not even Tad's prank of
wavi A oonfederate Tlag from & mee-
ond-story window of the White House
while his father was iaking. a spesch
to . unilon . velerans Adlrectly below serl-
ously ruffled the patient president. At
one of the White Houss receptions a
Hitle aluiver as soon.as -he-entered the
main door mhouted lustily “Hurrah for
Lincain.™  Ths president made mo sign

White Houss Lincoin evidesced a re- | that ha had observed the Incident, but

markable memor; Cirseting at a public
recoption & man_named Flood, whom ha
had met casually
president sald: *1 am gind to see thal
the Flood flows on."”

A visitor from Nebraska referred 1o
a place in his state which bore as it
name the Indlan equivalent of “weeping
water,” but could not recall' the name.
“Well," msald Lincoln, “according.  fo
Longtello'w, laughing water is Minne-
haha, so that I suppose this must be
Minnaboohoo."

At another time when a delegalion of
weak-kneed financlers had descended
upon the White House with expreasions
of miagivings as-to the way the admin-
{stration wus conduoting things Lincoln
mat  thelr dire forgbodings with the
statemeont: "Nor./'omlf—men. supposs
all the property you were worth was In
gold and you had put it in the hands

of Blondin to carry across the Niagara |

river an a ropes, would you continually
shake the cable or would you hold your
breath? The government is carrying an
immonna welght. Keep sllence and we
will get you safe across.”

Lincoln'a fondnass for
repeatedly {llustrated, but In no manner
more forcefully than by his love for

valantine, ready prepared and complets
in ever detnfl, began to miake ita ap -
hnce and gradually theuws tokenn of af-
faction began to supplant the homies
made variety, even though the publish-
ey of valentine texi-books redoubled
their offorts to provide Thalr patrons
with fasclnating effusions. Oradually
valentine manufaoture gitw . from the
nimplest processes to. tha crsation of
those ornate concoctions of lace paper,
silver and gold, artificlal flowers and
embosasd pletures, with. which the world
bas become familiar during mere recent
Years,

After all, however, It In tha valentines
of our great-grandmothsrs-—whaether the
keapsakes be of the home-made or early
eruffoly manufactured variety=that pos-
neapes the groatesl Intereat for pres-
ont Jday beholders. Very few of the
present generalion, however, gain an op-
portunity to have & peep st the senti:
mental corfenniona of “thelr ancestors
Oddly enough nome of our great Amer-
jean mussume fumber collections of old
valintines among thelr treasures, and
even the famoue Library of Congress at
Washington, which & s0 ! In " rare
printa and other similar drt objects, has

not wo much as-ope old valentine {n its

archives. Fortunatsly, howdver, one
this his hobby. The wollecter of this
unique olass of relies is Mr, Frank H
Haor, onh of the best-known ra

offipfaln’ of the middie weat, abd n
and thé oppartunity ‘of - travel have en-
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children wad

when the movement of the long line
of callers flnally browght-the youngster—

12 years. bafore, the | before the president, Lincoln tossed hias
'dimunitive guest toward the celling and

shouted out “Hurrmah for you™

The marvelous skill and versatility of
Lincoln in story-telling waa largely an
acquired art. He, early in his publie
carear, cams to appreciate the valve of
& good story well told, and was won-
derfully adept in summoning at a mo-
ment's notice witty Incidents the recital
of which clinched his statements” more
effectually than & world of argument.
All hig life he got rid of trotiblesome
friends and troublesome enemles by t
ing stortes, One of Lincoin's favorits
stdriea concorped Danlel Webster, Wab-
ster, according to Lincoln's wversion of
the Inci®ont, waa, when a schoolboy, one
day called before the Lleacher for soms
Infraction of the rules, Told te hold
out his right hand for "feruling.” the
lud reluctantly put forth a decidedly
grimy paw. “Daniel.'” sald the disgusted
pedagogue, “if you will find In this
schoolroom another hand as flithy as
that I will let you off this time” In-
vtantly from behind the lad’'s back cams
his left hand, “Here It Is, sir"™ was
the ready response of the future orator.

spoecimens and is without a pesw
where in. the world. N

Thoe oldest spscimens of valeniines In
this famous oaollection date from the
latter part of L(he elghieenth century
And are, of course, hame-made and of
what s known as the ctut-papér varlety.
Buch valentings, invariably delleately
otit. with ‘sawtooth edges, were fo
when opened, to be fillsd with wriften
sentiments. The sheéet of paper om-
ployed In making one of thess valentines
was about as large as a pocket hand-
Rerchief, but 1t was folded and refolded
untdl 1t was reduced to an area of not
more than four square Inchea.

The unfolding of such a wvalentine
treated the reclplent to a continual suo-
conplon of -surprises.  _For instance, In
the ocollection 1s a valentins sent to
Sarah Brett in-1700, and upon the out-
side of whioh ls penned:

Whan yous dear, this barte hehold,
'Twill b s you thase Hnes unfold
The poweyq of onvy oannot pretend

To say 1 ve fala verses pend.

For :in the insids, Bweast Turtls Dove,
I've wrofe the morrals of my love.

any-

Thou art the mald. and only maid
That hast my.-hbnest harte traped.

Whoen the seal was broken the favorsd
young lady found a representation of
two littlp plnk hearts dnd the words:
"My deareat deer and blest divine,

I have plotured Nere your hearf and
mine.”

Ho . the pilaintive appen! somtinues on
various. Jayers of the valent)ne until at
the last unfolding the falr Barah finda
tn the handwriting of’ her. postic admirer

_llo worde:

“If you refuge wih me, to wed,

'Twill bring destruction to my head.

death . at -last whall- stand my
friend
Anfdl Bring my sorrow (o an.end.
ACentinued ob’ Following Pege) .
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