T FAR from W alerbury, Conn., on
two small farms, four young women
from New York have set out to earn
their living in an unconventional manner.

Weary of the exhaustion and sworry of
city labor, these girls of education and refine-
ment have turned “to the cultivation of the
soil, “It is a care-free, healthy and sane life,”
one of them declares.

Miss Mildred B. Fairfield and her sister,
Miss Ada L. Fairfield, have succeeded so well
upon their original plot of two and a half
acres, and believe so fully in their ability to
make a living off the land, that they have
just purchased sixty-three acres additional.

Formerly school teachers in New York,
Miss Florence E. Randolph ana Miss Bertha
Carleton have settled upon a sixty-acre farm
at Bakerville, and are doing exceedingly well
in the manufdcture of peanut buster. They

manage their farm without male help, excepl-

ing a 12-year-old chore bo g
Below Mis; Mildred B. Fairfield 1ells of
the farminyg experiences of herself and sister.

i

By Mildred- Britton Fairficld,

HOAE girls 46 know abowt fMrmin' after all;
‘ d'ye mes that potato patehT

That tx the remark I overheard one day

last Juns &8 1 stood in the barm looking

at the potato patch. 1 feit highly gratified, as the

ndmiring farmer was the nelghbor who In April eame

in to seo the seed potstoes I had ordersd from New

YO T ATSE Tearning the pMos paid, he had informed

ma, “You're just maln foollsh to pay so much—just

throwing your monty away.

“Chey aln't better than you ocould buy at Tuttle's
Shacks! New potatoes for the Fourth? Not here;
maybe In York State, but mot here™

When T sent him some of the new crop for his dinner
on the Fourth the message came back; “That beats
me.”

And, apparently, the pointo patch boat others. One
Bunday a man drove up and stopped, remarking. “'Say,
do you know, 1 was workin' yesterday over on Chip-
pen's Hill and I saw your potatoes fram there, and 1
had to chbme to see 'em closer. Prettiest patch In the
distriot.” :

Filve yeara ago In April my sister and 1 decided we
could and would no longer afferd to store our house-
hold goods In ¢lty #toréhouses and alvo that our sush-
mar vacations were too expensive, bolh as 0 money
and the mious quantity of enjoyment,’

S0, after only a short period of dellbaration, we
bought an old red farmbouse and two and a half acres
of land on the top of a bill in Litehfield county, Conn.
It I8 Just far enough from New York to escape the
curse of suburbanisni, and yet within an easy distance
as to time and expense,

There were on the place. three apple trees, twd
cherry and several pear ireea, and the ground was (a8
we thought at the time) incumbered with an enormous
barn.

While the house Is dearly 30 years old and ibe
views from the windows charming. the determming
tactor In oholce was in the possibilities the location
gave for wmuceesaful market gardening.

The rallroad station Is two and a half miles away,
but It s only a short distance from the village centre,
and “the butcher, the baker and candlestick makar™
call dally for orders. "

The village, and, in fact, the country for sik miles,
has but onme Inddstry; men, women and children all
working in the 'shop" the largest of ita kind in the
world.

Two miles to the west s anothar factory wvillage,
whose supplies of vegetables and frult come from New
York,® Four miles t0 the esast Ja Bristol, & town of
tnctories; Waterbury Is tweélve milea to the south, and

artford only twenty milles away.

FACTCRIES ATTRACT FARMERS

Factory workers are pald onoe a week; there s po
community whoss people spend momr Invishly for
fond, and the supply of garden truck is mudoqmu and
wor I gquality. While many farmers retaln  thetr
{..mu. the factory cffers more ready money, ‘and the
farma are not worked,

We did not start with the es ot making a business
venture imgoedintely, lhourh wo _gxpected aventually o
live In the country, and nll‘ tha lhrn was & market
eou

when we were ready to a give up in the
.|t\ In the meantime, we could Warn the condition of
1mn|lly and have the fun of txmlmmm
he first summer we had only en for our
.mn nse, but we sold hay and somn rru in lno fall
we started o ptrawberry ns our first

Next summer nelither of U could arran In t o
more tHan a MOHNLI'N vacatmn #0 :‘h ﬁ “
what the carefake We agahn -ou hu una frnlt
e frialt trees ha bnn iull«'wﬂ necordingly, the Rt
fall 1 pruned the troes severely and found t qwlltr
of the frult greailly Improved the noxt year,

The following spring we hid a new strawherry bed
aid out, put out currants and raspberry bushes, mnn
vacatiopa sgrin interfered Ilh nur nndmnum
much work, but we sold, t, Iirw
qunrts of strawborries,

Bach of these mm rom w plll the taxes and in-
surance from _the sals y hexid
vrgetohles for our owu u wbnr t
wa wighed Lo pressrve for he clity In t .

In the winter there wna a okrelaker in t
gn that we conld eome up rar over Sunday at any
time

¢ was decided that wmhrwuulwl‘l
part rrwcmntmrun. InE-'
!n-l n new of strawberries set .::
the nrﬁoa yllnlod 1 the m

,.._-y,_'!-'w-,hv

‘s, neighboring farmer, but for the later cultivating we
were forced to get help Whers we gould.

One man Onally convented to nsaist, and blandly
hoad up all the early b . beéatn, { and carrots.
When remonstrated with, he remarked, “Well, you
women folks from the clty ought not to knaw about

_ftarmin'." He felt grieved becauss we hired hilm no
more.

In June we found a man who knows how to work,
prefers to work out of doors to working in the shop and
who s willing 10 take directions, no matter how erasy
they may soem—our pelghbory consider many, If not all,
of nur methods erasy. .

Heo now reads the farming lnd gardening magnzines
and papers an they come, and suggests experiments om
occasjons - -This. man works for us as we need him,
by the hour, and does all the odd jobs, mows the lawn,
makey repalrs on house wnd barn, saws wood, eto.

With the assistance of & late garden—we sold green
corn after October 20 and lettuce grown outdoors De-
comher l—we took In $80 that summer, besides what we
used for our own lving.

profit,

Loupoed for
Chrcken Rasigd

The strawbarriesa were a fallure, as heavy raln-
storms broke the frult from the plants jJust as they
were In eondition for plcking

Last year 1 determined to give the experiment of
gardeaing o falr triul, so camd up In Murch and started
a hot bed with cabbages and tomatoed. ‘The hay fleld
wns ploughed the fall before, and' that was planted with
potatoos,

There weore 300 cabbage plants and M0 tomatoes, be-
sidés the corn, poas, beans, cucumbers, onlon, turnlp,
squash, carrots, beots, melons, parsnip and salad plants

Iabor.

eludes 140 querts of strawberrias and winter vegetables,
but does not Include potatoes resorved for seed this

which we: first
Las helped to cut this sxpense somewhat.

Two of our nelghbors have barns as much too small
ns ours is too large, and as we allow them o store
their extra wagons and hay here, they In turn loan us
& horse with plow or.drag, as

Our expense for last year's garden was for sead and
about #80, Thin left but a small
wo feal that that is not the only ene; we
have the good will of our nelghburs;
complote change of occupation and the actompanying
mental rest during our vacations; an abiding place any
time we wish to come, and a feeling of intensa msatle-
faction that we are no longer boumd by the walls of &
city flat,

Wea belleve so fully in our abllity toe make a living
off the land that we bave just bought sixty-three acres
down the road from us. This gives us & wood lot and
wood to sell, and will allow us to keep cows und horses
and do away with the necesslty of hiring so much

our bam,

Inbor, aud came

Galhering Fesps~Nealthful and Fryuzbie

' that the cost and energy required to cultivate and pick

wasg too great to make it profitable to ralse for market-

ing, and we have only kept snough for our own use.
As we 4o not own hurees, having no pasturage, the

expense of cultivating 18 greater than it- need be, but
considered an Incumbrance,

our needs demnand.

Now, we expect to reverse our mode of living by
working on the farm in summer and taking wvacations
in the city during January and February,

We do not consier that we are strong enough to
do farm work even if we so desired,
pensdes Are haavier than ia
find we accomplish more in the end by hiring work
done and saving our epergies for what we can't pay
any one to do.

From this we had all that we could use, Including ;:,p"‘ ‘areh:;.:: & ﬁm“: “P:h,:u uﬁnar-mnlln(

preserves and pickles; sold 8 worth and accumulsted 10 T3 o I':’ .i. hicke g

much kmowledge as to good-seiling orops. This fn- DOMRE of them. ¢ keap o ne for our own use
successfully and are satisfled to stop there. Bees I am

afrajd of.

At Pakervilla a somewhat diMerent experiment In

oar,
We have ploughed the ol strawberry bed, deciding being tried. The Misses Carleton and Randolph had

RN

-
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A View Jram. the Dean Falcl

of crowds, do not prefer earth roads to pavementis

we bhave had a

thorefore our ex-
iitely pecessary, but I

created & demand for peanut butter, and they “

A _place of their ewn on which to make it. ¢ £

In June they started a search for a place, !
they said must ba within one and a half miles from !
rallroad station, and they would not buy more than - !
acres of land. After numbderiess drives through
country, they bought a farm of sixty acres, five
from the station, st Torrongton, They purchased e =
stock with the place, so they have two horees and
three ‘cows, ‘They have started on a more ambitious
senla, and expect next year to add bee-keoping and M
ralsing to thelr venture,

It womén are weary with the worry and exhaustion
of city labor; If they enjoy digging in the earth and sre
content with less money and moré lalsure, with fi
démandn for clothes and carfurs, But with s samer lfe =
than jostling In subway traing and sky-scraper eleyss
tors, let them try farming.

But, {f they are unwilling to forego the exoit

'l

nsphalt, and ocannnt walt the seasm’s pleasure
enjoy aasisting nature with hard work, let them k
away from the country for anything more than &

The crowds, siores and theatres are the only things
one misses—books, daily papers and magazines oo
here fs easily as in the olty, and tmumnﬂ
time for enjoying them.

. L] . . -
Oddities in Railway Laws =
N EXAMINATION of the n!lroad laws of the
A various States brings to light many mmq
that may be considered oddities |

In Olklahoma - ralirosds running
three miles of & county seat must build a line m
the town and maintain a station there,

Raliroads in Montana must maintaln & muo-
every platted town site of 100 Inhabitants, or more.

Should a rallroad employe in Califor-is become ine
taxioated whilewon duty he may be convicted of & Iill
demeanor, and If death come:z to any one &s & resyult s
of the Intoxication, uw employe may be convieted |
a felony.

The Vermont trolley company wWhose cars fall !l
eome to a full stop and display a signal at & grade &
cromaing s subject to a fine of $25 for cach omission,
Tt is belleved that the law has prevented a pumber
grade-crossing accidents.

In South Cardllna thé eonductor of a troltley ﬂ
who refuses to separsts white and stlored w
may be convicted of a misdemeanocr.

California has made it & misdemeanor to tru.ui
eattle, sheep or hoge In carload lots for more tham
thirty-six hours WIthSut stopping for tén hours” Peal
The same State makes train wrecking punishable |
death or life lmprisonment, at the option of the jury.

Raliroad, telegraph and express stations in Minnes
sota must bear the local name of the community, usw
leas this would cause confusion by similarity to the
names of other stations alocg the line. j

The Legislature of Florila at its late session pessed an
oect inténded to make rallroads more prompt in ]
claims. Roads fallng to pay a clalm for loss or
within ninety days must pay 3 per cent. on the julge
ment obizined by the clalmant in excess of the D
offered by the rallroad (n ssttlement.

Kentucky's Court of Appeals has decided that tha
fact that & great many people have been M the habit
using a rallroad trestle as a footbridge without objection
on the part of the company does not give the -
rpecial rights on the bridge, or compel the company &
exerciss any especial degree of care for their -ﬂr

Tt has been decided by the Bupreme Court of Georgil
that an engineer is not justified I acting on the p -
tion that a child of tender yedrs on o rallroad teack will
appreciate s danger and usé the fudgmént of an =
In getting out of the way of an approsching trais. =~

California has & law making it & felony for spy .j’
to circulate false reports regurding the value of the :
of any corporation formed in the State. Punlashment ﬂ
be two years' imprisonment, §S00¢ fine, or both.

PUTS DRUNKARDS ON PROBATION; 98 PER CENT. REFORM?

O REFORXM 08 per cent, of the drunkarde
uponn whom he tries his uplifting remedy
~such is the remarkable record elaimed
by Judge William J. Pollard, who pre-

gides in the Davton street police court of 8t.
Louis, Mo.

8o widespread is Judge Pollard’s fame, or,
rather, the fame of his success gs a reformer,
that upon a recent visit to Great Britain lie found
himself lonized.

Lord Magistrates of London econsulted him;
he hobnobbed with members of the House of Com-
mons, and was entertained by peers of the realm;

To all these he explained his plan of setfing the '

drinking man on his feet with a helping hand ‘in-
stead of sending him to the workhouse in - dis-

grice.

UDGE POLLARD'S PLAN s slmple. ‘To aveld any
sugpestion of ahsurdiiy, it may be sajd at the out-
st that sodden drunkinrda, some of them women,
with whom drink s considered a dlaense, are nent

to the workhouse without loss of time,

" The Magistraté considers them Incurables. Thelr
word s worthlesa. A pledge Is meaningless, Thaeir lives
have been and will be this Hinerary, with lttle change:
Workhouse, six months: release, drunk agalo; sentenced
ta anather pix months, and so, year umr rnr

t Is the miny With the nnmuk man sometimen,

rob.blv with *Just a chanes,” Intereats Judge Pm-

e Wiilam Jones. for instance, becomes fery on aory

wﬂt;:nh:r. He bm:’lu th di:h- ua:u:mn. and
spite Out on Mra. Jones rikin mm;
tears his uniform wkin ‘ll !gﬁ
Jonex' Aghting apirit has liwu nr te headache and
Mnm when lw comen befare Judge I.M lho mtlou.
usua. qu-tlunl in
lnwnm with mo soriouaness of st %&a mu

_ﬁ"i’.?&.%f:é:?m rm W ke

vlnl’.
e, en-. , “you wers - You
¥ wife, ln t!hn policeman and lo.:::
warkho If you wili promise me not to one
yoar a wt!l-nn pledge 10 that affest, ntay

2
-
8

execution of fing YOur Case WATTROLS
.cmaumtnm’ rul - e

udie Williwn o Mv-o’

Thelo. sy SEraUD.
and Aght for lmtud of againet that lttle woman who Hr‘nn
m

your child In ber arms,
l.o e &t my houu m Wodnes-

‘lt ht for two _mont

come hafora uuuu
to setve out -.tl‘:ll ?ml ” -3 “The tioner ‘Et ;‘s't“"; 35.
wnwwmliMMnm E'.‘.“(-‘é"“"‘?::";ﬂ?“u?-:u

L

Purtting Jﬁm on Frodatio

on his last visit he his ll'll. and -
proud of the mmltlnt: as hf’-h M
?ottunl is sald, a trim bonnet
at {ormerly covered the 'ml M
better. In truth, he's & man now, n*
of him.
“Now, which s the better, to una i
worknouu. while his wife begs, starves
1“. him & chance? 1 know which
:m onger & qualtion. ltn.uh'nllﬂo\f
on

P t percen of the men viola
g0 € lflln' cent, that I
two men oul of & hundr?dthvtbﬂn been

to court, ‘whers I executs the stayed sentence,

“Uthers may break the pimg-—-l mnt know; but
thay do, It is done so discrestly lﬂ:‘ "
court and the peolice of my u.lnrim do om h-u ¥

"1 first adopted the syatem three and a half years ages |
I can't well figure to what extent 1t has deo .
toxication, because Lhere s jess drunkenness now £
another more far-reaching cause, When m
put the Su:ully Id on 8, Louis n noticeabls fnlllug ¢
such cases In the police courts followed

“My efforta In this Mne command muﬂ!. 4
times take long chancea (o save a mnn d
too. It takes an Ineight into human na F M)
At the loss of prestige to the Pollard pl If
tv & drunkard who would go out -ml
shouting how he had fooled the Ju

“No, men of that class need a )‘l 1 l'l

or & pledge. They are !mov't-.. !H
heritage. I am sorry roz- 1_
chanee of saving & man oannot : ve N A
hul by sanding him to the vmrth

“Ons man, In whose casd

ment, was intoxioatod two hm:rl

pledge. Hin wife Informed mi.

rined to be called Into court

rinkipg. I knew differently. Ht

nmntha.
‘hen ha _came out ha thanked
the Mnmwb«anrmtw - 1
in that casa wasn't such a merfous o=
“*Twice since I returoed £




