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PORTLAND,

' ROSPECTS of pure
food and drugs were
welcomed warmly, no
doubs, by the seueral
million men and wom-
en -wol h -disordered
stomachs and rmpaired
digestion," wlh'en the
new mational Pure
Food and Drug- law
went into effecr om
New Year's Day.

“Now,” they said
to themselves  and  to
cach other, perhaps,

“wwe are.rid of the abomination of poisoned
and adulterated foodstuffs, of impure and
dishonest drags.

“Our bread will no longer contain povw-
dered alum; our meats will moy be wegted
with sodium sulplite; coal-tar dyes and
salicylic acid will depart from our jellies
and jams. In the future our medicrnes will
heal and wor poisom us.”

Yes, if the comsuming public forms
itself imte a commitiee of the whole to
enforce the new measwre of protection.

The title of the act may be misleading.
It should be called gn “Honest Food law,”
rather than a “Pure Food law.” Under
st adullerated products may be placed om
sale as before, but the exact nature of cach
article must be stated upon its label.

Consumers are entitled 1o wse what
they wisk, whether deleterions or wot, Bus
they are also emvitled, when purchasing
articles of food or medicwe, nor 1o have
differens, inferior or harmful artictes paim-
ed off en them. _

To that extent only does the new low
go—it seaks to insure honest desling, The
man who does mor object 1o “doctored”
products may have them at his will, bus the
purchaser who Secks ¢ foods and medi-
cmes has at fast an oﬁf guide that points
out bameful deceptions.

URING the last quarter of"n century the
growth of commercial frauds, of aduol-
terationa in food and duiry products

= and in medicines and liguors lhas be-
come 89 alsrming that Federasl and State Gov-
arnments have heen enlled upen repentedly for
mensures of relief and protection.

Sinen 1889, when the first Pura Food bill was
fntroduced in Congress, tust body has been im-
portuned year after year to extend ite aid. to
whe sufféring publia Oniy after mventenn yeurs
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of constant agitation have the dppeals been
heeded.

No fewer thane twenty-nine measures have
been introduced in fhe FHeose of Renresenta-

rives, and twenty-seven in the Senate during that

time, but some influence was always powerful
enough to defeat them.

It was cnly after a tremendons stfaggle that
the existing Taw wam passed [ast swmmey, to
tacome operatiye on January 1, 1007, Thet thers
should he sny serious and ovganized oppositivn
to the passage of a Pure Food law can only be
explained by the fact that business methods at-
tacked by the bill had become widesp=sad and
immeriaely profitable.

Recontly s single State — Pennsylvania —
made & determined crusade agminet a single
product—glucose—with remarkable results,

It wae charged that this glucose had beon
adulterated with poisonous sulphites, and that
it was used very extensivalc ju the manufacture
of eandies, especially of the kinds purchused by
childran.

Proceadings wera brotghet agninst 425 dealers,
and after costa and fines Bad besw paid in 350
canes, the conecern said to have produced the
ghiwose surrendered. [f¥ ounoonesd  that it
would withlrwer all the ahiseticnably produce
from the State sand would sdopt a new procem
for the monufucturs of glucese that would: notv
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contain any sulphur dioxide,

*Your drastic action in enforsing your
statutes has=, in the sggregate, cost this com-
pany in the seighborhood of Kalf & million
doilars,” wrote the president of the producing
sonasm to the Pennsylvania health authorities,

What pavent buf is not glad to see havmfal
chindies romoved from the resch of hin childran;
or, at lenst, to know L pon every jar ov paok-
age of injurious eandy eafter muet bo plainly
printed the names of barmful elements!
One would searesly purchasa for his littls ones
camdy from o jar bearing the words: “Containe
Poigonous Sulphites,”

Tn an addeess ste a tection of the Ameri-

iatio : the Advancement of
o n L. Watters, an eminent
Wew York chemist, declidved thai€ few articles
of food, v matter how axpengive, ave free from
sduitaration.

“Labele bhuve come to mean pothing”™ ue
snid. “T vemrure o say it iv slmbet if not quite
impoasible to obtain cortain articles which ave
true to their namss

T have found

the vinagar sol

that in almost evary cave
we prices i famitded by the
addition of m | avid. Coocon j& adulterated
il an’ evoessive amount of staweh or with
« ground shells and sugor
“tis an old story among food chemiste thee
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ground coffes is duplicated by drying, baking
and powdering hogd liver, which is mixed with
obicory and sufficient coffap essence to give it
flavor. Whisky is sometimes madufactured
from spivits by the use of Deading oile’ with
varions flavors and caramel coloring.

“The gréater part of the gin consuvmed in
this country has never besn prepared by distil
Jation over juniper berries, but is wmade by add-
ing the oil to diluted spivite. Musvard is loaded
with flour, tinétuve of Jamnica ginger in roin-
favcad with capsiomn and the greater purt of
our ground spices is sdulterated.” _

A« far as it can, the new Foderal law ia
designed to provent deception in the sale of all
sdulternted articles of food or medicine, or of
articlen that do net come up to the preseribed
standard.

Every article sold must be clearly labeled,
en that e purchaser fidy knoee the origin,
aatare sud quality of the produst offered for
saln,

With these safeguarde thrown about food
wid drugs, the copsuiney i Jeft fo work out hin
own salvafion. As¢ & genersl thing, be will
etill find adulrerated produrts i the market
offared, ne doubt, st a e-her\';wr price then the
goods of known purity.

He niny take bis choivg; if Ko is willing to
risk the impure avticle, the law candot provens

It can and does say to manufacturers snd
deslers that they cmnnot make snd exposs foF
gale anything conmteaining injuriows of
aubstances withont that fest being plainty stated
upon the labels that the articles mivel base:
These labels must be printed in Exglish, and the
lotfers must be Jarge enough to be slearly dis-
cernible—conspicuous, in fact,

Perhays it might bo well, just here, to dtats
that (ongress has no power of palice
in the several States. Tle new law = @
in the District of Oslambis and in the Tefrito
rien: olsewhers it applies only to artitles 'of
intarstate cormmeres,

SEEMS DEST.NED TO DO GREAT GOOD

The manufactarer in Pennsylvands, Mdrys
land, IHinois, Tennesses, Califorvia oF any
State may ocontinus placing adultersted and
dange¥ous products on the market his owm
Biate, and denlers mny sell thethy sy’ befors, withs
st having them bear the warning label. I¢ is
when soch goods ave sent for dale fromy one
State to another that the law dpplies.

But even with this [imitation the néw fmeas
mre seems destined fo accomplish gréat goods
When ifs intent and scope become generaily
known to the purchasimg public the devwind foF
artiolés kmown to be pure will, it ‘is heBeved,
foren hitherto dishonest purveyors o #u)
botter grades of goods themselves. !

Take, for axample, the ense of & grene food
product factory with a natiornl reputation’ snd
trade. Tt conld not confine its salew to the
in which it is loedated mevely M order G A
meeting the regquirements of the new’ Fedeval
Have,

To éontinge ita anles in other States it nived
brand ., its product with whatever idpurity of

ywtoring” slements, if any, it confaing
it confgin no warning lebel, consumens will be
convinced 4t ance of e purity.

TO BENERIT HONEST MANUFACTURERS

UndnutTedly mueh a sotfidones would to
A greater demand for theat especial ayticls |

wonll exist for somethimg againgt
suspicion might e divected, do the¥, ot e
the quality of all similve goods will be i Vi
Rome time awd & former he ated to
counse! far the Permaylvimiiy Daeivy
Commission that much of fhe :
the Unitedt Stotes nowadiyd sontaini
“Sulnhites of lme, s 8 ‘olewn
acidy 4
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neld, ay & prevervatives
havigode deid, 4= an an ) g

bleacher: anlieylie Cavantic acid o
eddi slphite, as presaFentivos; 4




