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Old Statute Found Which
Gives State Right fo
Learn Exact Condition
of Lines in Oregon

Chamberlain to Enforce
Penalties Provided 'If
‘Summons Are Ignored
by the Various Roads

nation.

-

Acting under an almost forgolten
atatute, Governor Chamberiain has Ib-
wtituted steps which may precipifate a
titanic struggle with the ralifoads In
Oregon.

In 188 a law was passad requiring
every railroad in the state to file with
the secretary of slate an annual report
showing (he amount of business trans-
acted, the value of ils properties, the
recelpts and expanditores and the physl-
cal conditlon of the road, together with
much other tmportant luformation. This
Inw, though #till In force, has been Ig-
nored for the past eight years., Govergor
Chamberiain now proposes to see thiat
the law ™ enforced and he has requested
Secretary of Btate Dunbar to notity
every raliroad In Oregon.that unless the
reports are forthooming, steps will be
takén to exast (he penalties presoribed
by the statute ik 1,

For every fallure on the part of n rail-
road to s the annunl report of its busi-
noss the law. provides a penaity of not
lesn then $5,000 and not more than ¥10,000.
For every false return by a raliroad there
I8 & further penalty of not Jess than
$.000 nor more than 50,00, or Imprison-
ment of the offending officinls for from
two o fve yoars

Has Invertigated Law.

The attention of Governor Chamber-
lain was called recently to this forgotten
law and a careful investigaflon of the
statute was made. The governor has
satisfied himssel( that the law s stlll in
effect. and that as the siale’s chief
executive he 18 In duty bound to en-
force it to the letier, Buch enforcement
will have a mxterial offect om relations
between the public and transportation
companias. The principle is firmly set-
tled that comman carriers are subject to
control and regulation by

. without-disorimination and that the fixing
of rates and fares In within the power of
the legislature. The pew Interstate com-
merce law even goes #0 far as to em-
power the commisaion to require that ao-
eounts of railroads shall be Rept In a
portain way so that the commission may

know tly what expenditures are for,
and thet statements cannot be ed.
This Is, it 1a said, equally Im t with

the obtaining of the statements them-
selves, for unless the Items are known
which make up the different accounts it
would be difficult to arrive at the reml
sarning capacity of the road.

It is therefore necessary that the ax-
sct condition, receipts and expendilures
of rallroads operating in this. state be
known, and from what source the reve-
nues are derived, In order to falrly con-
sider the malter of reasonableness of
fares and rates. It has been claimed that
some roads {n Oregon are earning 20 to
2 per cent on the Investment, besides
paying all fixed charges, renewals and
maintenance.

Governor Talks of Law.

Governor Chamberialn returned . last

evening from Salem and In an Interview |

at his home in this city he gAve full
confirmation to the jnformation pre-
viously received.

“Yen, 1 expect to enforce the law re-
quiring the railroads to give annual
statements of their business,” sald the

five years for officials who falsify reports.
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Governor Chamberlain has ordered S«:retar:pl.r of State Nunbar to demand from evéry railroad company
in the-statereports showing the exact condifion of the road, the business transacted, its financial and phy-

sical condition. Should the companies refuse to comply, steps will be taken by the executive to enforce the

penalties provided, which are fines from $5,000 to §10,000 for each offense and imprisonment fromt' two to
The governor acts under an old law, which has been cansidered

a dead letter, but which he is convinced is still in force. - This can be regarded as the first step in Oregon
in the battle for railroad rate regulation, which is now {nging with such intenseness” throughout the
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ronds were not.comp(ying with the law
and’'l at once made ‘an’ investigation.
There is mo queation that the law.ls still
in force and thal It I the duty of evaery
rallrond doing business In Oregon to
make theas annual reports to the secre-
tary of state, This has not been done.

“I fiave therefore written to Becretary
of Btate Dunbar, calling his attantion fo
the matter gnd requesting him to call
vpon the ralironds to make reports. In
my letter I sald that If the rallroads
falled or refused (o comply with the law
I would then tuke-steps to enfarce the
penalties prescribed. My letter was
written Friday and probably has not yet
reached Mr, Dunbar, as [ understand
that he went to Astoria to spend Sun-
day.” 4 .

Two yeara prior to the passage In
1857 of an aet éreating the Orpgon atate
all . Sommission, the legialature
n&;’hw requiring a}l railrond com-
phniesg operating In thin state to make
cartiln annual reports to the seoretary
of state. In the'act of 1887 creating the
rallway commission, section 20 gave the
boird of rallw commissioners power
to presoribe the form of the annual
statement, but 4id not otherwise affect
the aot of 1886. The two sfatules, while
operating In harmony, wers funda-
mentally separate and distinot.

Railroads OCeased to Beport.

However, when in 1§88 the act corea-
ting & rafllway commission wans rephaled,
for some wunexplained reason all the
ralirond corporations ceased filing an-
nual reporis to the secretary of state,
evidantly upom the presumption that the
act requiring reports had also been re-
pealed. / ;

It meems clear that this was & miss
taken presumption, for ln the code pre-
pared by the late C. [ Bellinger, Unit-
od States judge for this district, and W
W. Cotton, general counsel in this state
for the O. R. & N, company. they Incor-
porated seotlons 5122 and 6124, Inclu-
slve, of the law requiring the filing of
rallroad reports, These sections are
found in the second volume of Ballinger
and Cotton's code, and it is apparent
that In the opilnlon of these eminent
lawyers the act Is In effect.

The wections named provide that on
or before the first of Beptember each
year some officer of the company must
transmit, under oath, verified by the
oath of the president of the company, to
the secretary of state & report covering
the following faots:

What Neport Oalls for.

Amount of capital stock subsoribed,
and by whom. :

Names of the owners of- its st
amount owned by them respectively and
reaidence, of each stockholder as far
as known. '

Amount of stock pald In and by
whom. #

Amount of liabilities,

Names and places of realdence of
officers.

Amount of oash pald the company on
account of the original gtock.

Amount of funded debts, if any, and
rate of Interest It bears,

Amount of floating debt and how and
when created,

cluding fron and bridges,
Estimated cash value of rolling stock,

rnor. “My attention was called a
‘sw days ago to the faet that the rail-

Estimated cash value of roadbed, in- | dunge

BRITISH. FLAG
BRINGS JOY T0
SISTERS TOWN

Inhabitants, Mistaking Union
Jack for New-Fangled Emblem
of Freedom, Celebrate Fourth
of July in Blissful lgnorance—

_Sent by Mistake.
In » town called Sisters eagt
of the m na’ has .not been

the strong point of the inhabitints afd
they seem to think: that they are yet
colonists under King George's or King
BEdward's crown. Over a neat building
beéaring the sign, "United Statés Poat-
office,” a British flag flsunts teelf
proudly in the breess and the towns-
people go to and from their marketing
unconsclous that they have passed out
of the taxation without representation
days.

Furest Inspector D. D, Bronsen In his
recent flery Investigations ran across
the little hamlet and caught his cockney
companion ssluting the fag reverently
and bursting Into song, “God Bave the

King."
“Give eme tuppence ha'penny worth
of tob " the 1nepector sald to Uncle

Bam's represeniative and Bisters’ pro-f|
vider of general merchandise,

“Hey?™ In blank amasement.

‘1 thought you must be Englivh with
that flag out there™

“Oh, that flag—is that Englisht I
sent to Portland for a fiag to deco-
rate with on the Fourth of July and
this came an we thought It was somée
kind of new-fangled American flag, so
we just flew her”

And the people of Histers had cele-
brated the glorious Fourth and the
freedom of the Statea from British rule
and heard a spread-eagle oration all
under the British flag and never cracked
a smile!

BOMB THROWERS KILL
TWO RUSSIAN POLICE

(Special Dispateh by Leased Wire to The Journal)

Kattowlls, Aug. 26—A bomb ‘was
thrown today at Bendeth Risslan and
the Poland police captured the thrower.
Two patrolmen were killed and a third
rously injured. The Cossancks
fired. Injuring several bhystanders. At
Okoni the peasants fired the mansion
of Prince Palavandoff, burning the
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(Copyright, Hearst Ngws Service, by Lesse?d
Wire to The Joursal)

Havana, Aug. 25.—The insurgents
communded by Geperal Guerrera, the
rebel chieftain, who has been ralding
Pinar del Rio, are klmast within sight
of the Cuban eapital. They ralded two
towns last night within nine miles of
the city, and after looting the stores
and terrifying the peateful inhabitants,
rode awey wilhout belng attacked by
the rurales, who seemed to be without
Iinformation concerning thelr move-
menis.,. i i

The proximity of the rebels has
thrown Havana into a Tever of excite-
ment which the efforts of the govern-
ment are unablie to allay.
Reinforcements for the loyal troops
are being constafitly hurried to . the
front, but they are so utterly lacking In
discipline and so podrly. armed that
lttle confidence 'is felt In them by the
people, who are becoming more and
more convinced that the Palma govern-
ment is tottering to a fall. Even the
nows that a large consignment of rapld-
fire guns and ammunition laft = New
York today for the troops has not reas-

sured the population.
Aside from the situation in Pinar del

(Continued on Page Five.)

princeas to death.

Insurrection Growing Rapidly and Citizens
ital Fear Attack—Palma Govern-
ment Is Tottering to a Fall

Rlo, which is growing hourly worse,

grave wears ars felt

because of the

lack of mnews from Bantiago province.
This has been a stronghold of disaffec-

tion,

is large, has been in

for maveral weeks,
When word comas

and the negro population,

which
a state of unrest

It s belloved it

will be that the insurgenis there are In

great numbers.

A statement was glven

out at the palace today that General
Rabl, the dnshing hero of the war of
revolution, bad sent word to Palma that

he was ready to take
head of 65,000 men In

the fleld at the
alding the sup-

pressian of the revolt 1s not believed.
The wirea to Bantiago are cut, and all
efforts to get word from there by pri-
vate individuals have been futlle,

The center of Interest Is stiil in Plnar

del Rlo,

where a battla between the

government forces commanded by Cal-

onel Estrampes and
Guerrera is Imminent.
lleved to have at least

the rebels under
Guerrera is be-
3,000 men under

him, while the government forces op-

posed to him are not
that number.

more than half

The latter are demoral-

ized by thelr defeat of yesmterday, and

(Continued on Page Five.)
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Russian Premie} Escapes Unhurt Thoughl.;

Son and Daughter

Shattered and Ruins Catch Fire—Three of ¢
Plotters Believed to Have Been Killed by!
Blow-Up as Their Bodies Are Found 1

1

Are Slain—House 'la[

Hearst Wewn Service. by Leased
L ) Wire to The Jourannl)

Bt. Polersburg, Aug: 2i=Abomb
which ‘was exploded by revolutionlsts
in the great reception-rooms of the villa
occupled by M. Stolypin, the Russian
premier, killed or wounded B0 persons
and threw the csar's cepital intg a
state of panic. Premler Btolypin was
not injured, but his son was killed and
bis dunughter woas so seriously Injured
that she died later. The boy was only
3 years of age. b

Améng the persons killed, age Gen-
eral Zametin, director of communica-
tions during the Japaness war; Duavi-
doff, the court chamberlain; Khovos-
koff, former governor, and Calonsl
Steln, chief of police at the Tauride

, where the houses of parllament
held thelr sessions until recently dis-
polved by the czar. Twenty others were
killed, The list of Injured will prob-
ably total 6O

The ezamination of the villa tonight
shows that it was more greatly dam-
sged by the sxplosion than was at firet
ireported. Two of the walls collapsed
and the front of the bullding was par-
tlally out.

The carriage in which the revolution-
ists are supposed to have drivem to the
residence liea in the romdway In front
of the house, twisted and torn oyt of
shape. The horses by which It was
drawn were both erippled, but not seri-
ounly, a¥ they were shielded by the
body of the vehicle. Its windows ware
demolished and the covering tofn from
the cushions. Near it wera found dead,
the driver, two policemen and one man
who is supposed to have been a revo-
lutionist. All were instantly killed, The
front dcor was torn from Its hinges
and hurled out into the driveway.

Three Plotters Dead

Three of the men implicated In the
plot are belleved to be dead, having
been killed st the time of the explosion,
while two of their number escaped.
The ldentity of the conspirators has not
been established aas yet by the police,
who seem to have been unaware of
the plot.

At the time of the explosion the re-
ception-rooms were crowded. The villa
is wituated on Aptekarsky island, in the
Neva river, and it ia here that the pre-
mier holds his weekly public reception.
Many guests had been Invited today,
and most of them had arrived when
the bomb burst.

Five men had driven up in a two-
horse carriage and the police who were
on guard seemad to have pald but lit-
tle sttention to them. They scrutinized
them casually, as they did the other
guests, and anked t the usua! gques-
tions, which were answered satisfac-
torily, and the men passed In through
the front entrance of the willa, near
which the reception-rooms are situsted.
Almost immediately afterward the ex-
plosion occurred.

Purniture Is Wrecked.

The furniture had been ripped and torn
as If by a coyclone and burning frag-
maents of carpeta and draperiga were
strewn about the reom. The celling and
floor had been wrenched from their
pilaces and sonttered broadcast through
the apartments. The chandellers were
wrenched and twisted as if by an earth-
quake shoock. Everywhere there was
death and binck desolation. Richly
dreased women, their features mutilated
and their garments torn to tatters, wors
scattered hera and there, dead or dying,
while others ran shrieking about the villa
calling for assistance. One woman had
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been blown through the door Into the

| th

hallway and My near the

were hastlly summoned and immediatelyy,

upon thelr arrival the house was surei

rounded. The fire department -

and quencoed the flames, which were =

burning in various places, - -
Huzt for Bomb Throwers,

A hunt was Instituted for the /
petrators of the outrage, but no

not recogniszed by any of thoss In au-
thority and who are baliaved to have had 1
a hand In the plot. Two men who hur-
rledly Jeft Immediately after the 4
plosion arée supposed to have bean thalr "
mocomplices. No clue to thelr identity
has been unecarthed. b
M. Stolypin Is known o have recelved
of late a number of threatening letters.

o

but he pald no attention to them, as
such occurrénces are common In the df ;
fielal life of B8t. Petersburg. He

not even turn them over-to the

eyt notice that any attempt was

made upon the lfe

accounts for  their
¥. M. Btolypin refused to S

statement for publication concerning t

outrage, but Iate this evening he sent the

following messsge to the czar:

“l am intact."" 7

Badly Boared. -

It is known that the czar in 4
impressed by this attempt on the -f
of hils chief official and It Is
that he will redouble the severity of the
policy of repression which was
gurated after the mutinles In
stadt and Sveaborg.

Immediately after the explosion this
afternoon & rumor was ciroulated
it was Jue to the setting off of & mine
In the basement, but an investigation
proved this to be untrue. -

Another story was circulated to the
effect that the bomb was hurled by »
man who stood on the main stalrosse
some distance away from the reception<
room, but this, too, ia now known %o be
untrue. The probability Is =
conspirators carried the bomb 1
room as already indicated and
tended to throw it so as to maks
of the death of the premier, but
hurey it siipped - from- 1
falling, went off unexpectediy,

None of the guesta could
slightest clue a8 to the nature -
affalr, The rooms were denssly crowded
at the time with guests who wers
changing greetings and no
have pald any partioular satten
the strangers.

It happened mso suddenl and
shock was so great that no one
the real state of affalrs until X
minutes after the destruction had De ’
wrought. Even yet many of the guests
are In a dared condifion, and several
::um are so badly hurt that they

ve,

The real story of the
ably nover will be mw:mrh .8
tersburg polics, who are noted for the
astuteness, are completely at sea,

It Is probable that soms of
ficlals will be deposed for thelr
for not observing greater precsutions
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INSURANCE COMP

Lists of Concerns Paying Policy
Molders in Full or in Part
and Those Who Re-
pudiate Debts.

————

Class A.—The companies in this class
are bellsved to be making squitable ad-
Justmenta of lost claimps. Conoerning
some of thesa there has baan no qles- |
tion from the firyt. Others, uncertain
quantities nat first, hava gradually
‘fallen into line, Home are known to be
exacting liberal discounts for cash, but
they ars distingulshed from those In
‘the classes below in that their adjust-

:.l-“ and settlements are mads on a
r busineas-like basis,

. Agrioultural,
. :h'ﬁm ’
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(Special Dispatch by Leased Wire to The Journal)

San Francisco, Aug. 25.~The following list of the insurance companies involved in the San Francisco
disaster, classified according to the performlncﬂ and the adjustment and settlement” of loss claims, is fur-
nished by the San Francisco Examiner. The list.is pronounced correct,  although
change, some companies leaving the dollar-for-dollar column and others returning to it

panies who have decided to repudia

The classification is made from common report, based upon the experience of insurance men as well as
of policy holders dealing with various companies. The dollar-for-dollar list has been discarded in favor
of a list of companies that are making honorabie settiements without regard to what division of the under-
writets” adjusting bureau they 'may be found in. All cases of doubt have been resolved in favor of the cor-

te responsibility is correct.

porations. For convenience the companies are arranged alphabetically.

Assurance of Amerion.
Anchen b

BWritish
British-Amerioan of Wew Tork,
Suffale German.

‘Calsdomias Amarican

Fire Associstion of Fhiladelphis.

subject
The

il
i

;
5

i
ii!

| '-‘_i i

1

. 8

to

|

|

-
>

constant
list of com-

ES THAT PAY AND THOSE THA

Class C.—The companies in this class
offer settlements below 75 cents on the
dollar,

;
E
i

Class L —Companies that whjle deny-
ing labllity are considering loms clalmyg
"llhul view to compromise mettie-
men g

cent,
ustrian

A
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