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¥IE west-bound stopped at San
Rosario on time at §:20 a m,
A man with a' thick black
joather wallet under his arm
teft the traln and . walked rapldly up
the maln strest of the town. There
were other passengers who also €0l
&t at San Rosario, but they elther
slouched limberly over to the rallroad
eadng-houso or’ the Silver Dollar saloon,
or joined the groups of ldlera about the
stntion,
infecision had no part In the move-
monts of the man with the wallet. He
wits short In stature, but strongly bullt,
with wvary light, ~closély-trimmed halr,
smoolh, determined face and aggressive,
gokd:-rimmed nose ghhsses. He was well
dressed in: the prevalling eastorn style
FHis halr denoted a gquiet but consclous
reserve force, If not Actual Authority.
After walking = dfstance of thres
Sjuares he eame 10 the center of the
towhn's business ares. Here another
streel of importanee crossed the maln
one, forming the hub of Ban Rosario's
life and commerce, Upon one eorner
plood the postoffice. Upon . another
Rubensky's clothfhg ‘emporium. The
othor twa dlagonally opposing cornars
were ocoupied by the town's two banks,
the First Nastional and the Stockman's
National Into the First National bank
of San Rasoria the newcomer walked,
never slowing his brisk step until he
stood at the cashler's window. The bank
opened for Jusiness'at §, and the work-
ing force was already sssembled, each
preparing his- department for the day's
business. The cashier was examining
the mall when he noticed the stranger
standing at his window.
T pAnk doesn't open till nine’ he re-
. marked, eurtly, but without feeling. He
had had to make that slatement =so
often to sarly birds since San Rosario
adopted city banking hours.
© 1 am well aware of that,” sald the
other men, In cool, brittls tones. ““Will
0 recelye Y oardl”

The cnshier drew the small, spotiess
parallelogram inside the bars of his
wicket. and read:

Rationsi Baak Bxamines
National ner,
CeOh—er—will you walk around in-
side, Mr.—er—Nettlewick? Your first
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dlans, T will take cash first, pleans.

'Parnrlbuuq. the tellgr, was already
‘arranging his cash on the ocounter for
the sx.miner's inspection.  He knew 1
was right to a cent, and he had nothing
to fear, but he was nervous
tered. S0 was every man in
There was something so foy and
#0 Impersonal .and uAtOmMProm
about this man that his very pressnce
seemod an Rocusation. He Jooked to be
A man who would never make nor over-
Jook an error.

Mr. Nettlowick first seiwed the ocur-
rency, and with o rapid, almont Jug-

gling motlon counted It by puh‘“
Then he spun the cup towa

him and vepified the count by billa. His
thin, white fingers flow lika pome. ex-
pert musiclan’'s upon the keys of a pi-
ano, He dumped the gold upon the
counter with a crash, and the colns
whined and mang as they skimmed
across the marble slab from the tips of
his nimble digite, The air was full
tfractional currency when he came to the
halves and guarters. He counted the
iast nickel and dime. He had the scalea
brought and he welghed every sack of
silver in the vault. He guestioned Dor-
sey concerning each of the cash memo-
randa—ocertain checks, charge nlipa, etc,
earried over from the previous day's
work—with unimpeachabls courteay,
yot with something so mysteriously mo-
mentous in his frigld manner that the
teller was reduced to pink cheeks and a
slammering ltongue.

THis newly lmported examiner was
so different from Sam Turner. It had
been Sam's way to enter the bank with
s shout, pass the cigsrs and tell the

iatost stories he had plcked up on h:.:

-~

rounds.  Hian customary greating
Dorsey had been, “Hello, Perry!
Haven't skipped oit with the boodle

vet, 1 pee.” TuPners way of counting
the cash had been different, too. He
would finger the packages of bills in
a tired kind of way, and then go Into
the vault and kick over a few sacks Of
silver, and the thing wans done. Halves
and gquarters and dimes? Not for _nnm
Turnsy. “No chicken feed for me,"” he
would say when thay wera set befare
mm. “I'm not in the agricultural de-
partment.” But, then, Turner was a
Texan, an old friend of the bank’'s presi-
dent, and had known Dorsey sinoe he
was a baby.

While the exdminer was counting tha
cash Major Thomas !1: jliingrmnm—

L to everyons as “Major Tom"—
:“:.:']l»lranldnnf)of the TIFSt NWatlonal,
drove up to the side door with his old
dun howvee and buggy, and eame Inside
He saw (he examiner busy with”* the
money, and, going into the lttle “pony
corral,” as he called it In which his
denlke was ralled off, began to' lguk over
nik letters

Earller, a little Incident had ocourred
that even the sharp eyes of the exam-
iner had falled to notice. When he hal
hegun his work at the cash counter, M.
Tdlingsr had winked migni cantly at
oy Wilson, the youthful nk messen-
and modded his head alightly to-

mer,
ward the front door. Roy understood,
got his hat and walked lelsurely ouj,

with his collector's book under his arm.
Onee outside e made a besline for the
Etockmen’'s Nallonal That Bank was
alas gotiing ready to open.  No customm-
ore had, an yet, presented thamselves

THAY, yOU peODIET CIIeg ItOY. WITH The |
familarity of youlh and long acquaint-
anca, “you 'wanit to get a move on you
There's & new Bank arxaminer over at

" the First, and be's a stem-winder, - He's
counting nieksla on Perry, and he'm got
the whole outnt hiluffed Mr. Edlingar
gave me the tip to let you know”

Mr. Buckley, president of the Btock.
men's Natiopal—a rtout, elderly, man,
Jooking like a farmer drassed for Bun-

~heard Roy fram his privats ofioe

” tenr, and called him

"yam Major Kingman come down ti
the bank yel™ ha asked of the bay,

“FTan, alr, he was just driving up as I
Teft.” auid Roy.

“1 want you to taka him A note, Put
‘4t tnto his hands aAn soon aa you gel
hanlke " P

Mr. Nuckiey mat down and began to

te. o

Noy et and handed to Major
Kingman ¢ envelops taining the

W note’ This major read i, folded 11, and

of | was found to be all right

as it he were medita desply, and

st on the back

In gilt “Billa unted.” In

this were the notes due the bank with
securities,
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e a fow. rapld figures in It
led and transfixed Dorsey with the
are of his spectacles. That look seemed
to say: "“You're safe this tims, but--**
“*Cash all correct,” snapped the exams
iner. He made a dash for the Individual
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of balance shoels through the air.
“How often do you balancéd your pass-
books?™ he demanded, suddenly.
“Er—once a month,"”” faltered the Indi-
vidusl bookkeeper, wondering how many
years they would give him.
“All right,”” mald the examiner, tufn-
Ing and charging upon the general book-
keoapor, who had no statements of his
forelgn banks and their reconcllement
Everything there
Then the
stub book of the certificates of deposit
Flutter — futter — sip-—slp—check. All
right. List of over-drafts, please. .aanks.
H'm-m. Undegsigned bllls of the bank,
next. All right.
Then came the oashier's turn, and
::!dy-lo!u Mr. Edlinger rubbed his nose

his glasses nervously un-

der the quick fire of questions concern-
ing the circulation,
bank real estate and stock ownership,
Presently Nettlewick was aware of &
big man towering above him at his eibow
—a man 80 years of age, rugged and hals,
with a rough, grizzled beard, a mass of
gray bhalr and a pair of pepetrating blue
eyas that oconfronted ths formidabile
glasson of the examiner without a filcker.
“Er-—Major Kingman, our president—
er-—Mr, Nettiowloi.” sald the eashier
Two men of wvery different types
shook hands. One was a finished prod-
uct of the world of stralght lines, cone
ventional methods and formal affairs,
The other -was something freer and
wider and nearer to nature. Tom King-
man had not been cut to any pattern.
He had beem mula driver, cowbay,
ranger, soldier, sheriff, prospsctor and
oattleman. Now, when he was bank
presidont his old comrades from the
prairies, of the sauddle, tent and trail
found no change in him He had made
his fortune when Texns cattle were at
the high. tide of value and had organized
the First National bank of San Rosario.
In spite of his largemess of heart and
sometimes unwise generoaity townrd
his old friends, the bank HWAd préspoered,
for Major Tom Kingman knew men as
well as he knew cattle Of late years
the cattie business had gone to pleces,
and the major's bank was one of the
few whose losses had not besn great.

memaoranda ready.

“And now,” sald the examiner, briakly,
ptulling out his watch, “the last thing is
the loans. We will taks them up now,
if you plense.™

He had gone through the First Na-
tional at almost record-breaking speed.—
but thoroughly, as he 44 everything.
The running order of the bank 'was
smooth and clean, and that had faclii-
tated hin work There was but one
othar bank In the town. He recelived
from the government a fee of $28 for
each bank that he gxamined. He should
be shlp to go over thome loans and dis-
counts in half an hour. 1f o, he could
rranrine—the—other—bhanic—

afterward and cateh the 11:45, the only
other train that day in the direction he
wan working. Otherwise he would have
to spend the night and Bunfday In this
uninteresting weatern town. That s
why Mr. Nettlewick was rushing mat-
torm. -
“Come with ma, sir” =ald Major
Kingman, in hia deep volce, that united
the southern drawn with the rhythmie
twang of the west; “we will go ever
them together. Nobody In the bank
knows thowe notes as I do. Bome of ‘em
are. A little wobbly on thelr Tegs, and
mome are mavericks without sxtra many
brands on thelr backs, but they'Il most
Kll piy out at the rouddwp.”

The two sal down at the president’s
deak. First, the examiner went through
the notes at Hghtning speed,sand added
u elr total, finding It to agrees wi
th ount of loans carried on the 4
balahoes. Next he took up the larger

-

ting
then rose and went loto the vaull He
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to oourse and turn And make unexpected
dashes hither and thither lks & blood-
hound seeking trall. Finally he pushed
nside all the notes except a few, which
'"he arranged In a neat pile before him,
and began a dry, formal 1ittle spoach.
“I find, sir, the condl of your
bank to be very good, cons K tha
‘I poor crops and the depression in the
cuttle interests of your atata. The
clerioal work seems to be done acou-
rately and punctuslly. Your past-due
ran is moderate in amount knd prom-
pes only a small loss. I would recom-
mend the calling.in of your loans and
the making of only 60 and M0 day of
call loans untll general husiness re-
vives And’ now, there’ one thing
more, and I, will have finished with the
bank. Hers are six notes aggregating
something like §40,000. They are me-
cured, according to thelr faces, by wari-
ous stocks, bonds, shares, etc, to the
value of §70,000. Those seburities ard
missing from the notes to which they
should be attached. 1 suppose you have
them in the safe or wvault. You will
permit me to examine them."
Major Tam's light-blus eyes turned
unfiinchingly toward the examiner.
“No, sir,” he said, In & low but steady
tone; “those securities are neither in
the eafs nor the wault. T have taken
them. You may  hold me personally
responsible for thelr absence.”
Nettlewick felt a alight thrill. Ha
had not expected this, He had struck a
momentous trall when the hunt was
adrawing to a close,
ARI™ suld the examiner. He walted
a moment; and then continued: “May
1 ask you to expiain more definitely 1’
“The securities were taken by me,”
repeated the -major. "It was not for
my own use, but to save an old friend
In trouble. Come In here, sir, and we'll
talk it over.”
He led ths examiner inte the banik's
private office at the rear, ard closed the
door. Thare was a desk and a table
and palf a dozen leather-covered chairs.
On the wall was the mounted head of
a Texas steer with horns six feet from
tip to_tip.  Opposite hung the major's
old ecavalry saber that he had carried
at Shiloh and Fort Pillow.
Placing a chalr for Nettlowick, tha
major seated himself by the window,
from which he could wes the postoflics,
and the oarved limestone front of the
Stockmen's National. Hse did not speak
at once, and Nettlewick felt, perhaps
that the fce Ahould be broken by some-
thing so near {ts own temporature as
the voleé of ofcial warning.
*Your siatement,” he began, “sihce
you have falled to modify it, amounts,
as you must know, {0 & wvery serious
‘thing. You are aAware, also, of what my
duty must compel me to do. [ shall
have to go before the United Btates
commissloner and make—"
“r xnow, T know,” suld Major Tom,
with & wave of his hand. “You don't
suppose I'd run & bank without being
posted on national banking laws and the
revised statutes! Do your duty. I'm
not asking any faveors. But, I spoke of
my friend. I did want you to hear me
tell you about Bob."
Nettlowick wsetbtled himeeif iIn his
ghalr. Thers woulll be no leaving Ban
Rosario for him_ that day. He would
have 0 telegraph 0 tha ocontrollor
of the currency; he would have to
awear out & warrant bafore the United
Btates commissloner for the arrest of
MajJor Kingman; perhaps he would be
ordered to close the bank on mccount of
the loms of the securities. It was not
the firat orime the sxaminer .had un.
earthed. Once or twice the terrible up-
heaval of human emotions that his in-

th et  had  mimost
Lcanaad a ripple 1a_hila ofclal calm.  Ha
had ween bank men knoel and plead and
ery llke women for a chance—an hour's
time—the overlooking of a single error.
One éashiar had shot himeslf at his desk
before him. Nous of them had taken
it with the dignity and coolness of this
stern old westernar. Nettlewick felt
that §e owed it to him at least to Hsten
if he wished to talk. With his elbaw
on the arm of his chalr, and his square
ohin reating upon the fingers of hia
right hand, the bank examiner walted
to hear the confassion of the president
of the First National bank of Ban o«
sarlo.
“When & man's your friend” began
Major Tom, somewhat dldactieally, “for
40 years, and tried by water, fire, earth
and cyclones, when you can do him a4
Hitle tavor you feel like dolng It
("Embesszle for him 370,000 worlh ©f
necupritien” thought the examiper.)
“Wa were cowhoys together, Bo

and

loane, Inquiring serupulously into the
candition of th

inio Mia veri pookel. Ha leane)
An his chalr fur & fow mobmonls

i

Bl . o

-

ties. The new

Ingly. Ad
wlr igdorsers op ssourl- his thoughtis w rllh'f% the pamt
mmlﬂlu"lmmd than the oritieal present, we pros-

1" contimued- the major, speaking

Iy, and ﬁriﬂwrw. and

OWa

it

L announce
[ tha

Major Kingman Tells the Examiner a Story.

peoted together for gold and sflver over
Arizona, New Mexico and a good part
of Callfornia. We were both iIn the
war of '61, byt In different commanda.
We've fought Indlans and horsethieves
side by side; we've starved for weaks
In a cabin in the Arizona mounialnes,
buried 20 feet dep In snow; we've ridden
herd together when the wind blew so
hard the lghtaing couldn't strike
Waell, Bob and I have been through some
rough spells since the first time we mel
In the branding camp of the old Anchor-
Bar ranch, And during that time we've
found It neecessary more than once (o
help each other out of tight places. In
those days It was expected of & man
to stlok to his friend, and he dldn't ask
any credit for it. Probably next day
you'd need him to got at your back and
help stand off a band of Apaches, or put
& tourniquet on your leg above a rattie-
snake bite and ride for whiaky. Bo,
after all, It was give and take, and If
you didn't stand equars with your part-
ner, why, you might ba shy one when
you nesdefl him, But Bob was a man
who was willing to go further than that
He nover played & limit X

““Twenty years age I was sheriff of
this county and I made Bob my chief
deputy. That was before the boom in
gattle when we both made our stake I
was sheriff and eollector, and It wagy &
big thing for me then. 1 was married,
and we had a boy and a girl—a 4 and a
G-year-old. There was a comfortable
house next to the courthouse furnished
by the county, rent free, and 1 WS sav-
{ing somes money., Bob 4ld most of the
u:?lco work. Both of us had seen rough
times and plenty of rustling and danger,
and 1 tell yoyu It was great to hear the
rain and the sleet dashing aghinst the
winfows of nights, and be warm and
safe and comfortable, and
could g#t up In the morning and be
shaved and have folks call-you ‘mister.”
And then, I had the finest wife and kids
that éver struck the range, and my old
friend with me enjoying the first fruits
of prosperity and whits shirts, and I
guess | was happy. Yes I was happy
about that time."

The major sighed and glanced cas-
unlly out of the windaw. The bank ex-
aminer changed his position, and leansd
his chin upon his other hand.

“One winter,” gontinued the major,
“the money for ths counly taxes came
pouring In so fast that I didn't bhave
time to take the stuff to the bank for
a woek. ] fust shoved the ohecks into
a cigar box and the money Into a smok,
and locked them In the h” safo that be-
jonged in the sheriff"s office 2

“1 had beon overworked that waek,
and was about sick anyway. My nerves
weres out of ordes, and my al at night
didn't seem to rest me. The r had
some mclentific name for it, and I was
taking medicine, And so, to the
rest, 1 went (0 bad st night
money on my mind. Not

safe was a' good one, and nobody but
Bob and 1 knew the combination. On
Frifay night there was about 34,600 tn
eash in the cakh bag. On Saturday
morning I went to the office as usual
The safe was locked, and Bob was writ-
ing at his dexlc I opened the safs, and
the money was gone, I called Bob and
roused everybody in the courthouse to
t -

It struek
utet, sonsldar-

know you |

muoh need of being worrled, for the|,

mal

then, and the next morning Bob went
before them &nd confessed that he stole
the money. He

found a true bill and sent me the war-
rant to arrest the man with whom I'd
been closer than & thousand brothers
for maAny & year.

T aid i, and then I sald to Bob,
polnting, *There's my house, and here's

court meete. You'rs In my charge, and
I take the responsibility. You be here
when, you're wanted.' »

lensly; ‘I wona sort of hoping you
Monday, so, if you don't object, 1'11 just
loaf around the offics until then
ot one favor to aak, Irf It lsm't too
much, Tf you'd let the kids come out in
the yard oncé In & While and have a
romp I'a like It .

““Why not?T I answered him. "They're
welcome, and 80 are you. And come to
my house, the saume fa ever.’ You mee,
Mr. Nettlawick, you oan't make a friend
of & thisf, but nel oan you make a
thisf of a friend, all at once.”

The examiner made no answer. At
that moment was h the shrill whis-
tle of a logomotive pulling into the
depot. That was the traln on the little

suid he lost ft In a
poker game. In 16 minutes they had

my office, and up there's Muine, and out
that way is Callfornia, and over there
s ¥l ~—#nd that's your range till

* *Thanks, Tom," he sald, kind of care~
wouldn't lock me up. Court meels next
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polnt of viaw."”

Major Tom paused, and agaln -
rected his glance out of the window.
He saw some one in ths BStockmen's
National bank reach and draw & yellow
ghade down ths whol':‘ length of its
blg piate-glass front ndow,

th! pagltion of the sun did not séem to
warrant such s defensive movement

inst ite rays v

“?mumm sat up stralght in his
chair. Hes had listened patiently, but
without constming interest, to the ma-
jor's story. It had impressed him as
irrelevant to the situation, and it could
gartainly have no effect upon the con-
sequenoes. Those western people, he
thought, had an exaggerated sentimen-
tality. They were not businesalike.
They nesded to be protected from thelir
frionds. BEvidently the
cluded. And what he had sald amounted

to noth!nt‘.

“May [ agk.,” sald the sxaminer, “if
you have anything further to say that
bears directly upon the of those
abstracted mocurities™
“Abstraoted securities, »ir!" Major
Tom turned-suddenly fir his echair, his
blue eyes flashing upon the examiner.
“What do you mean, sir?™
He drew from his coat pocket a bateh

¥z “;f“ ' |
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cash Inslde we'll pull down the shad

for & mignal, Don't turn him loose ti

I'm counting on you, Tom.
*“Your 014 Pard,

: “BOB" BUCKLEY,
"President Stoockmen's Natlonal™

The major bagan to tear tha nota int
small and throw them Imnto hi
wasts
chuckle as he 4i4 s0.

]

-~ He gave & satisfied litt)

to do for the sheriff's offc
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NEW AND NOVEL INVENTIONS

- BRIDGE WHIST COUNTER

Indicates Various Data Relating to
the Progress of a Game.,

So many satisfactory game ocounters
have been devised and are now In use
that It would be difficult to suggest
&n improvement. The one which is

Tasphalt pavement.

ble in the square aperture at the head
of the column, ang by pulling the tab
sucoosslve numerals are brought into
view.

ASPHALT PAVEMENTS

An_Apparatus Which Is Economical
and Sayes Time and Labor.

Machinery for this,. machinery for
that, machinsry for everything, is the
ory of the age. Hand Inbor is belng
supplanted by machines, lifellke in their
actions in every vocation. One of the
latest ia an apparatus for removing
Every ons is famil-
far with the tedious process of tearing
up asphait streets as parformed at pres-
ent Hundreds of men are required;
but It takea time, nevertheless. Hore
I & machine which will do as much na
100 men and do it qulcker, It Is like
an ordinary traction engine, belng trans
ported on a movable platform. The en-

.~ TURNS THE MUSIC

An Automatic Arrangement of In

“terest to Musicians,

It fs well known that te learn
piny a pimno, violin or other mu

instrument ix harder than learning 14
read. After the learner has masta

ing how muo refllec
him and me. g
“T'wo days went by and Wa_DAVAr
got & colew. It couldn't have Bhean bur-
glara, for tho safe had bean opened by
the comblination in the proper way. Peo-
ple must have begun to tAlk, for one
aftarnoon In ocomes Allde—that's my
wite—and the boy and girl, and Alice
stamps her fool, and her eyes flash, and
ahe coriem out, *"The lying wretches—
Tom, Tom! and 1 catch her In & faint,
snd bring her ‘round littis by HNttls,
and she lays hor hend down and orles
for the first time winoca lhomm
Kingman’

Jack and Zilla—the youngstérs—they
ware always wild aa tiger cubs to rusi
at Bob and ollmb all over him when-
ever they weéte allowed to coms to the
courthouse—they ntood and kicked thelr
iittle shoes, and herded together Ifke
noared partridges. They were having
thelr first i) down Into shadown
of Hie. Bob whs working st his dekk,

FOR COUNTING BRIDGE WHIST.

shown in the lllustration bslow Is very
wimple to manipulate, at the same time
being practioal It ig similar in ==
and shape to the ordinary playing card,

the back being decorated to look Jike
the carda with whioh It s used.” Along
the front face of the card near the top
are printed the words, "Bridge
Counter.” Below the nams are desig-
pations, such as “pointa” “homors™
other torms relating to the gams,
terma bel
ber of vertioal At the head
of earh chlumn n Square w

the widith of the column beneath, the
column being almo out out of the
Below each column 18 & narrow
which alides In & pocket formed be-
tween the front and the murfaces
af the counter. ~Fach strip han a tab by
witkeh i Is moved up and down  Nu-

ng DINGed over a certatn mum- |

PULIS UP THE PAVEMENT.

gine operates a derrick and

| tnokcle, which is placed =t tha end
the platform. At tha ends of the holst-
Ing tackle are hon whish are Inserted

baneath: the edgo x pavement. 1
glancs at the Jllasteat will show ho

marais ars Indicated upon eash

and hoe got up and went out without a
word. The Jury was in session

the oharacter 0"

'3' easily und with what vl mpl@y »

OPERATED BY THE FOOT,

the technique and is ranked as s fi
unsurmountable—and that ia the
ing of the leaf of the musie. Hven ac

musiclans and-artists of the

attacher to planos, organs,
leaves of music are turasd

/arms, actuated lrm.“m
Arma are sucoessivaly wed by a

pneumatie lom
the of ph
betw. the levar

pavement oan hlrf’h up.

maode by & rubber

teh Ie
nyer. Lhe
g



