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pooden idol such as the Maori of New

o

HEREVER the sun shines man-
kind is engaged in the worship

nd carves for himself and sets up, or an_

embodiment of nmatural forces such as the
WRiver Ganges, upon whose receding tide the
Windoo woman confides her infant; but
er shape it takes, the concrete idea de-
ands reverence.

 Jamaican coolies, whose ancestors came
om India, erect altars in the dark under-
pwih of forests, where the mystic rites are
lebrated; Orientals enthrone their deities
temples, while the Alaskan sets up his

fotem poles in the village streets.
. Both the Chinese and the Japanese wor-
whip their ancestors. During and since the
$var of the latter country with Russia the at-
ention .of the world has been called to the
Dhintoism of the little brown men, which,
gith them, goes hand-in-hand with patriotism,
. There are sun worshipers in Chicago,
WBuddhists in New York and voodooists in the
WGulf States, so that even in this country peo-
ple appear to be “‘runming after strange
ods.” Yet the most peculiar and, at times,
uresque forms of worship are found in

lands.
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EBARLY every man and woman of today read,
1 YuArs sgo, in the school books, of the Hindoo
11 mother whb committed her ¢BTld to the bosom
of the Ganges river, hoping, should (t survive
'S fourney on the holy waters, that it would be purified
Hor the carver 10 come. That was a true story, The
CHL mother is doing the same today, s
~ With thess superstitious people such a practice means
merifice, for the river ls Infestgd with crocodlles and
chances of an Infant escaping - thelr lhildeous Jaws
allm.

: turien the Ganges has played an Important

doo miythology and religion.
religion of all classes of Hindoos-the clamses
md are almowt as the sands of the meaxhore for
ihe Ganges s held [n particular venération as
of sine and, y, the gateway to Para-

death reaches one upon Ils banks burial ju-

the souroe
1&- line the AN
affiuents are éapecially
Junnine, at Mhlubnri,

1 the junctiohs of the
aanctified spota.
ia considered the

ormmerciyd [Juseun
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most sacred, and s, consequently, the most frequented
place of ablutiens, annually visited by thousands of plous
pligrims.

The lower sectlons of the river Are Infested with
erocodlles, while tigers and other wild animals roam
on the banks. Yet the Hindoo mother, with blind de-
votion to the teachings of her religion, ealmly launches
her little one upon the Ganges' tide.

Of late years the British Government has taken a
firm stand against this practice, although emotionally
inapired women still stealthlly commit their children to
the waters when they aro able to slip past the sentinels
on the banks

A relle, pﬂllhlpl. of the same period of worship su-
perstition, although maniTeat on another side of the
world, are the seml-secret sacerdotal practices of the
Iaboring classes of Jamalea,

Fearful Voodoo Rites

It 1s well known that the rites of voodoolam are ob-
ssrved jo Jamalea and other West Ihdian jslandw, and,
1o some extent, among the negroes of the Southsrn
Btates. Pure voodoo worahip has the snake as its em-
bodiment of delty or supernatural power. Many hor-
rible practices, including candibalism, Have Lech as-
eribed- to the followers of this faith.

In Jamalea, too, the East Indian coolle still wor-
ships the god of his native land, represented by a
queer -image, In front of which, book in hand, he
gathers to the musie of an Eastern drum.

In most l'l‘“_l!'ll)\ll ceremonies musle plays an fm-
portant part. he people of Cochin-China rely upon
its soothing strains almost entirely to placate their
.ndn. whom they suspect of being angry.

Upon & prorluntnry ocoanlon the inhablitants of a
village nasemble at the temple of the god to bs con-
ciliated, and offer him their choleest tributes of musioe.
Horns, flutes and various othar instruments have pAris
in this ceremony, t}mhl the ‘god fs presumed to be satis-
fled and removes from the communit
1S pys ey ) ity the threat of his

A very Im ortant part of the davotional duties of
Lthe peopie of Ceylon lies in humoring the war god.™
This deity Is represented by.a wooden statue of great
I::::bll and ferocious axpect, kept in one of the principal

on.

ear him is the gigantic Ngurs of & peacock, which,
supposediy, is able to soar away, bearing upon its back
tha‘hlr ."‘E‘ lm’ l],;"l.f.‘i' or the terrors-of war.

wWAY O n the south seas are people whe, nl
believe in the gods of thelr own manufseture. %o;

wcles of their. Ancestobs —in - China,
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Listc 2o-Oootlie an Angty Goo'—in Cockitr . Clrins.

ara the Maoris of New Zeéaland and the surrounding
islands,

In many respecis a Meori god resembles the  lotem
dignitary of the Alaskan, It s carved Yrom a log, and
oceidenial |deas of benuty are not respocted In its con-
struction.

Those who would conclliate a neighborhood ap-
proach it reverentinlly and rub. thelr noses against (ts
cold und unresponsive frontisplece. Maori glrls often
do this It Is one way they havé of making an appegl
for a sultable hushand.

In the great Buddha temples of the Orlent, espe=
clally in China and Japan, one may observe worship of

¥

that delty. An immensefigure of Buddha in thestemple
at Hiogo, Japan, Is almost continually confronted by
kuecling worshipers,

Both the Chinesp and the Japaness worship their
ancestors, too. The former people make it & more elab-
orate ceremony than do the lslanders.

When n Chinese family prepares to honor its an-
ceators, or to appeal to them for ald and encourago-
ment, a special altar, more or less elaborate, |
Upon it candles burn, costly vessels are dl
sacred Inseriptions surround |t, Before su
the entire family gathera to plead with the
have gone . - P

!

opitiating the Msort Gool
HheRarewarewa = New Zealonc

Anrcestral worship Is the basis of the Bhinto worship ~
of Japan, which was brought mare foreibly to the at-
tention of the world at the close of that country's war
with Russia.

Bhintolgm Ia simply an ‘appeal or prayer to An=
cestors. The Japanese belleve that the spirits of the
dead are ever about them, interestod in their wul!lrod
and should, in common courtesy and respect, be tol
of all thalt transpires.

Japtinese Shinto altars are simple affales. One 19
maintained for every household; there nrn others for
communities, and still others for the nation at large.
At the conplusion of the recent war the Japaness KEme«
peror and his court procesded (o staté to the Imparial
ancestral shrines at Ise and made devotion to the
#pirits of the ancestors of the Emperor.

Shrines Not for Show

Aa a rule, the shrines are slmple. They Include
rude wooden structure, or booth, befors which #trl
of white puper, symbolizing purity, are hung. here 1n
little else of exteérnal show, but the spirit of devotion
ig always deop andgsinlere, =

Awny uf: n Afghanistan |s Sabsawar, onse of the
most pecullary religious Meccas of the world. There,
on the !nﬂl\‘t‘I}.er of Mohammed's burjal, Moslem be=
lievers gather to confess and explate their sins,

It I8 n veritable city of torture, Penitents permit
thelr eyes to be put out, thelr tongues cut off, their
ears removed, and even suffer death.

Recently an Amorican traveler saw $00 Moslems
expiate their sine there, One young woman, of her
own choice, was hanged, head downward, upon white=
hot - stones; an. old robbar, with hands upl&l:mhf.
without resistance, was slowly tortured o th by
bagn.of hot sand placed upbon his head; another sat for
™ w‘oek upon sharp nalls, and later died of blood pot«
soning, I i

lu‘auch ways the humin mind the werld ever re-
sponds to religious sentiment~ Many of the practices
are barbarie, according to Anmierican ideaxs, but
nre a fxed r:rt of the plan.of salvation ab
in other landa, .
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