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UNRISE, in Chicago, is
the dady precursor of

ancient rites and ceresl. ™
"the,others of her belief

monials. In the e
morning, when the glg
ing orb begins to
his golden-rim o -”,‘
Michivan, 1
sons bow the
obeisance 1
sun god @
And when the sun is set a
follows in his path, a
smoking censers, bug
Diana, the mythg
ds{am'shiu
seem, in thigha
true. Ho
kave revg cd Jo paganism in America no one
is able 1gisay,
T t of sun worship in Chicago was:
rough the recent wagic death of
a_Rizz, said to have been a
¢ faith, who was fatally burned
s 1o bau been the sacrifice of

ake
¥ per-
¥ and do
pollo, the
mythology.
¢ mellow moon
qual number swing
f incense, in honor of
cal deity af' that orb.
'as such a stalement ma
of the Christian faith, it is
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Mtoro the worahiped lun
M forth the golden window of the I:ut,

RS. RIZZ was a well-to-do Italian woman,
well known among the inore prosperous
of Chicdgo's colony of gons and daugh-
ters of the Peninsula Kingdom.

It is said that a number of her former com-
patriots are membera of the band of latter-day
sun ‘worshipers, Many of them aro persons of
means and culture, snd lmm taken up the ancient
faith after mnndcnhk
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~—ghe had simply re-
vérted to the worship
practiced by her an-
cestors, the ancieant
Romans. She held that the sun god was great and
mighty before the conquest of Rome by the forces
of militant Christianity; that it carried the mind
back even to the days before idols were worshiped
in*the temples.

Her country was great and powerful when ifs

inhabitants rendered homage to Apollo’s - shrine, °

poured libations to Jupiter and Juno, in the hope of

placating the ‘wrath ‘of thosedivinities, and con- -

sulted the omens and auguries in sacrifice of bird
and beast, with a view to ascertaining the will of
“the deities that ruled over the Capitoline hill.

In the belief that “the eldest gods are the best
gods,” especially if the old gods were the gods of
her ancestors, Mra. Rizz was largely. instrumental
in arousing so exténsive a revivial of the sun wor-
ship of her forbears of the lutm-g-nnu past,

Votaries of the faith point out, in defense of

their belief, that adoration of the sun- hnhe oldest

of all forms of worship; that it was virtually uni-
versal in the pagan world before the advent of
Christianity; and that it was the primal faith of all
the Caucasian races, if, indeed, 1t vas not at one
time the sctuating religion of all men

The fatal result of Mrs. Rlua sacrificial offer-
ing to the orb of day called public ‘attention to the
edistance of a numeérous of sun worshipers in
Chicago. Every one was surprised to learn that the
city ;}old 10, ooorg.%-t faith. *; e

or Was cu regarding them allayed w

it was stated thut thiese modern followers of the pre-
historic religion even now believe in all the gods and
goddesses of the ancient Romans and -Greeks.

Ty follow the customs of worship of those
old nationa as mrly as possible, and ‘use the rites

u.‘. lm "libations to  their deitien,
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the faith, but her son
and daughter are- priest
and priestess in the re-
vived religion.
“We are pagans”
said young' George Rizs,
“and we worship the gods
of ancient Home and
Greece.
“In our religion
Apollo-is still' god of the sun and Diana goddess of
the moon. As the gods are most raanifest to us in
these orbs.of fire, we worship them the most.

“Morning and evening we pray to the sun god.
When the moon shines, we pray to Dicna and pro-
pitiate her with prayers and in nse”

“How is it thdt you, in the.midst of eivilization,
worship the ancient deities 1" he -vas asked.

“We are Italians,” he replied, “and have studied
the history of our country.

“When our ancestors.ruled Rome and the Ital-
ians ruled the world, the gods favored our people
until they deserted professed Christianity.

“Since then Italin’s glory has waned, and now
her power is nothing—shs rules nobody.

. “The ancient gods are wratbful, and they are
punishing their erring children. The ancient gods
uo-oourqe. Ly gavo their Nmin.g: to.the
brave.”

tention to sun worshipers in Chicago. Miss Eloise
Reusse, of 8St. Paul, Minn., became insane, it was al-
leged, under the teschings and. incantations of Ot-
toman Zar Adusht Hanish. 8he undertook a pro-

. longed fast that ended in death.

At that time the number of persons in the city
holding to the .ncient faith was estimated st from
5000 to 8000, These, as a rule, it is said, had noth-

ing to do with the missionary eﬂntu of Hanish, who

appeared in Chicago after a campaign of attempted
proselyting in New York. -~
- Headquarters for thé wealtaier and more cul-
tured members of the seet appear to have' been the
Rizz home, in Windsor Park, The strange rites and
ceremonies - of - the mn,cnhiperl caused consid-
erable ‘comment neighbo .
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By observing what waa done there, they gained
an idea of the methods of worship practiced by the
nthe members of the faith.

At times, when the sun shines brightly, Mrs,
Rizz, it is said, would sit bareheaded, either at a
window or in the open air, and murmur incanta-
tions to Apollo,

In these incantations, uttered rhythmically, as
in a sort of chant or stanza, the listeners often
heard the following lines repeated like a chorus:

Hall, god of all the myriad gods, theu life of all*the
universe —

The sun god, sgreat and glorious, now delgns to
show kis face!

As she muttored the weird chant, she would
sway ber body and arms, bow down before the sun
until her forehead touched the. floc: or ground, and
then would arise _and pace solemnly to and fro for
hours, arranging her steps in a way that she did not
lose sight for an instant of the great luminary.

Bhould a cloud chance to obscure, even tem-
porarily, the face of .the sun, the worshiping womn-
an ould look disconsolate. She seemed decidedly
unhappy when 014 Sol remained fo: several days at
a time behind the elonds.

When in the ecstasy of the ceremonial, Mrs.
Rizz would genuflect in fervent obeisance, She
would drop upon' her knees, wherever she hap-
be—whiether indours, upon her porch, or in
her garden.

She would mutter softly the prayors and hymns
from the book of rubriea of the sun worshipers’

enlt; would pray long and ardently on bended knees .

there by the lake, the great inland sea which thun-
ders on, indifferent to sect or ereed.

# As the faith includes the worship of Diana, or
the moon, in its ritual, thers were ceremonials at
miduight, ‘'when. the moon was full. The woman
would appedr.in hor garden and hold aloft an offer-
ing of sweetsmelling incenss, and at the same tim

murmur fervént prayers to. Diana.
[)ncmse was placed ina ¢

At times § 20
ser and lighted, As the veasel was swung i :
led the

the heavy fumn ArOSe &
the aromatic odors of the
I!:\ou incantations; and 30, on, to “
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“Why shouid we not worship the suni” ssked -

George Rizz, the young priest of the seet, turnivg
questioner as he was questioned regarding the be-
lief of his mother, himself and his fellow-religions
ists, Then, replying t6 his own question, he cons
tinued:

“We have all history and tradition-with us
It was the sun that the people of ancient Rome

and Greece worshiped under the name of Apollo,

It was the same sun that the Egyptians worshiped
under the name of Osiris,

“In ancient Babylon, whose ctvﬂnuhonmﬂl
less wonderful than that of Egypt or
Rome, it was the sun that was worshi under tlb
name of Baal, at the superb temple of

“Throughout India, China; and Mexioco
a.¢ to be found gulaxies of altars and temples
erected to the sun, and some of -which sre in exoel
lent preservation to thia day. But ‘that is not all.

“In the frozen northland the Scandinavian
peoples worshiped the snow-melting,
ing sun,

“And in the groves and forests of .the ancient
Celts and Gauls and Teutons—that is to say, in
England and lreland, France and
shrines ereeted under oak trees, with the mistletoe
intertwined, were raised in every case to the sun
god, the deity to whom all authoritics sgree the
Druids or prissisof “those pagn: a-times - prid  hom~
age with saerifices that Juliug Caesar, prob IEJ in
error, has declared were often Laman bein

The number of #un worshipers in Ch y
"Illl the more rrmu‘k!nblr from the hct lhtt.
the mysterions an
faith, the history of : s in Or
and Occident shows ﬁll in nearly, ¢
attempts to revive it upon a I
unduceessful,
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