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%i t the danger of race suicide,
A careful udy  of statistics wecently com-
pleted by thé“gowernment Burean. of Census
bears him oul. "

Since the early years of the last century
the proportion of children in the United
States, it is ascertained by the investigation,
has decreased almost uninterruptedly ar the
average rale of about 1 per.cent, in a decade,
Of late years the percentage of decrease has
been growing.

In 1800, childreg wndeér 10 years of bge
constituted more than one-third the enlire
population of the country, ‘at the end of the
century they swere less than one-fourth.

IWhen. the last census was gliken, in 1900,
the proportion of white children under 5 years
of age was found ro-be-about-three-fifths-of
what it was in 1830. There had been a steady
decrease, except during the decade of 1850
1860.

North Dakota and Indian Territory had
the largest proporiion of childrén in 1900;

COMPLETE set of vital siatistics has never
been taken in America. Some States com-
pile fairly accurate figures upon the birth
rate, while others make little or no at-

tempt in that direction.

As an actual fact, the birth rate in the United
States, past or presont, is unknown,

Professor Willeox, however, has delved - into
eensus reporis for the entire century just passed,
and has brought to light an important and iJ;tr\mt-
ive mass of information.

As the best available substitute for an accurate
birth rate during the latter half of the nineteenth
century, the pro?essor has taken the ratio of livi
childten under 5 years of age to-eich 1000 women ?:f
the years wherein it is possible for them to be
mothers.

The proportion of children under 10 yoars of
agé to the entire populption is ascertained from
census reports Yedching back to 1800.

Throughout the entire country, then, there vere
figures giving the number of children under 10 years
of age upon which to base an investigation. After
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svhile Califormia and the District of Columbia

had the smallest. Rural districts of the na-
tion were raising one-third more children than
the cities. i

Since 1890 the proportion of negro chil-
dren has decreased more rapidly Than those
of white persons. Foreign-bor: parents, it
is found, comtributed more freely 1o Uncle
Sam's assefof population than natives.

And what i5 the cause of this decrease in
the proportion of births® Increase in the cost
of living is given as:one cause. Moreover,
young women are becoming imbued with the
idea that marriage and motherhood are not
the chief objects “in life; they regard horise-
wark, so the investigators cowcludef as a sort
of domestic slavery, than to endure/swhich they
prefer 1o earn their oton livelihood.

These facts have been presented~to the

Deparimentof Commerce and Labor in a sta-

tistical discussion prepared by Professor
Walter K. Willcox, of  Carnell University,
special agent for the Census Bureau. The
study is based upon age and sex figures con-
tained in the twelfth and preceding censuses.

1850, figures were dlso given for c¢hildren under 5
vears. Nince that date, too, it has been possible to
ascertain, for each decade, the number of women
who were within the age limits of motherhood.

When the census of 1800 was taken, children
under 10 years of age constituted 83.5 per cent. of
the total population. During the century this pro-
portion dropped almost steadily, until at its close
the number of such little ones was only 28.7 per
cent,

Between 1840 and 1850, and
between 1880 and 1890, the great-
est decremses in the relative pro-
portion oecurred. It -is believed
that this faot was due to the
enormous tide of immigration
during those periols, when the
adult population of the country
increased with leaps and bounds.

next largest decrease,

during the deeade from <1860 to
1870, is attribued largely to
direct and indirect effects of the
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Civil War, although de-
fects in the collecting of
the census in the latter
yoar may be somewh t
responsible for the
showing.

Taking up statigtics

- eoncerming children uns.

der b years of age dur-
ing the last half of the
nineteenth century, it ia
learned that in 1800
there wero only three-
fourths as many living
little ones to each group
of 1000 possible mothers
as in 1860,

In 1880, the uum-
ber was 634; in 1870,
B72: in 1880, 5590; im
1890, 485; in 1800, 474.

As an example of
the manner in which
the ratio of children un-
der 5.years of age of the
white population has
decreased since 1830,
the following figures are
given: In 1880 the ver-
centage was 18; in 1840,
174; in' 1850, 14.8; in
1860, 188 in 1870,.14.1;
in 1880, 13.4;: in 1880,
19, and in 1000, 11.9 per
cent,
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For every 1000 women, the number.of chil-
dren under 5 years decreased 62 from 1860 to
1870; 18 from 1870 to 1880; T4 from 1880 to
1800, and 11 from 1890 to 1000. Between 1850
and 1880 it increased 8. The decresses of the
other decades were not nearly uniform, but in-
variably the balance was to be found on the
wrong side of the population ledger.

igures vary somewhat in different secfions
of the country. In the North and West the pop-
ulation of childrep increased during the decade
of 1850 to 1860, and decreased steadily after the
latter date. The decline has been less marked in
the Bouthern States. :

The facts presented in this.connection, it
must be borne in mind, are based upon tha ratio
of children under 5 years of age to each 1000
women within thie age limits of motherhood.

According to the figures for 1000, New Eng-
land, next to the District of Columbia; made the
smallest contribution to the nation’s popula-

. tiom; -and- in that. section Massachusetts pre-

gented the most meagre showing of all.

>

/ing the uniformity
—

ren to 1000 women. In the same class,
iwhver, Were New York, Ohio and California. _
With between 400 and 500 each were New Jer<
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Michigan,
Indiana, Minois, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Colorado,
Nevada, Washington and Oregon. This chain forms
a belt across practically the centre of the country,

ho

Hj‘v Hampshire
 gfmnallest propor-
the others bem:‘_ H‘:whmiu at two censuses
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» District is i» the eity of
ities add to the pum-
the rural districts.

tiguous territo '

‘Figures for six States stretching across the

cantre of the land shew a striking decrease within
years in the number of children under 5 years
~of ; proportioned to each 1000 women.

.i: 1900, compared with 1850, Maryland had 166
fewer chiltfran; Kentucky, 206; Michigan, 227;
o%; Tllinois, 309, and Indiana, 340.

: decrease in the priportion of children be-

tween 15800 and 1900 in the country as s whole,”

writes Professor Willeox, “was due mainly to the

controlling influence of changes west of the Alle-
.,

“In 4l] the States’of ths Atlantio divisions
from Maine' {o North Caroling, insluxive; wxoce
Delawsre, Maryland and the District of Columbi
g proportion of children was greater in 1000 than
1880,

. *“Byt almost everywhere else in the country
the reverse was true, the exceptions—Oklahomay
New Mexicq, Montans and Nevada—hardly break-
of the rule, -

“The increase of children in every State of the
North Atlantie division, 1800 to 1900, was probably
a result of the heavy immigration n{ 1880 to 1800,
and of the high birth rate among the immigrants
shortly after their arrival.”

In 1800 the number of children under 5§ years
of agoe to each 1000 native women was 475, while it
was 0668 to foreign women, a difference of 101 in
favor of the latter, Ten vears later the difference
had increased to 248, as the number was 462 chil-
dren for native women and 710 for foreign-borm
women. ’

That the births of children are not so numer-
ous in the cities as in the rural districts is amply
demonstrated. According Yo the last census the
proportinn of children in eities, for the United
States as a whole, was sbons two-thirds the pro+
portion in the country distriets,

There was little difference, in the North, be-
tween the proportions for eity and ecountry, but in
the South the eity proportion was scarcely more
than half that of the country. In. the West the
ratio of proportion, for city and country was bes
tween these two extremes, 4
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