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\WIDEOPEN TOWN MEANS
A DEFIANCE OF LAW

Mhaoood'l‘hing&:mo-
times, but Patriotism Is a Better
Thing All the Time — Be Pa-

triotic.

e
3

*The Tnvineible People” is the title of
addross delivered by Governor Jo-
w Folk of Missourl at the Lawis

Clark expousition this afterncon. The
_text of the sddress foliown:
et wase glven !m - the city of St
which was attended by some of
“himiness men of that city.
‘the repast was over the “band
“America,’ and the audience stood
K 'the familiar worda:
My swountry ‘tis of thee,
Bweet land of lberty,
. Of thee 1 sing,
Land where my fathers didd,
land of the pllgrim's pride,
. Fyom every mouniain side
:' Lot freedom ring.’
h-} strains of the wong died
’] m- of th

9 men, with tears of pa- |'
t trickling down his ¢heeks, |

y that -1 could die for my. ecouns<

t "Just three weeks after that this

’ m eringing at the feet of justice,

ing that he had liribed an- entire

kesembly to pass & rallroad

bill.k He was willing to de

#or his ‘country, but.he had not been

-- tol.tv.tnrhlnmmrr He an-

L triot of war, and he
[ ll'lllﬂ peace.

. Tesitors In Bvery-Day Life.

-nu-,- was but & type. Many mey

to give up their lives for

cttr mtate, but the man who

for his.city and stats every day

-I-l the country nesds. He who

for his country may be as true a

he who dies for it. Patriot-

M‘mﬂ»mmmlnth roar of

the din and clash of arms,

t in the every-day duties of civio life

h may be as much patriotism In the

Ax in the 'bullet. The patriotiam

peace s even more necessary Lhan

mvf war.for history shows

oyed by wars, pestilences and all

por calamities combined, corruption
undermined a score

_"How can ons lve for his country,

ask? Thers never was a time when

ha need for patriotic men was greater.

' peed more men In public affaird act-

Jusled alone by. the public good, and

ifewer of those who are In politics for

P only. 1 do not refer to those

] :3" s office alome, for one does not

shave-te hold public office to merve his

fry. 1t is just as essentisl Lo good

snt for private citizems tp dis-

e_the olvio resting

them &= it is for tha faithful

out of officlal duties In the pu

"'ﬂw 'mt-! obstacle ia the way of
'ﬂ : rllhlumntd. ™ the

good cliisens.
nesds mien In times of ;I-no dw
than in war. When good ocitizens
i their obligations to their coun-
they ln“ conitrol to undesirabla ela-
Thege demand of those elected
hlt they be merved even if the public
nterents suffer. If an officlal refuses to
Utute ‘Wi% trust he Is'put under the
n of their disapproval forever
_ er that disbarred from holding publis
g 3 ce—that is, If thess eclements have
2 ‘their way about it, and they generally
i But ones In & while the whirlwind
&n Infignant people sweeps them
i for'a ¥me. The stréength of the
lawiess is great, but it is as nothing
it comes fin contact with an
public econselence. 8t Louls
this when the people there,
.of the domination of corruption-
arose and overthrew them. Phila.
at l.mt. .wm from her slum-

~do

Philadeliphis’'s Awnkenlng.
“Q‘Ioun the gang was strong It was
hatlered beneath the shafts of public
pinlon, under. the leadership of Mayor
Veaver, What has been done In St
puls; what is befng done in Philadel-

&, can be done anywhere. The people
i ‘overthrow efvic evils whenever they
N and can. get just as good gov-
et @e they deserve, or as bad as
permit it toobecome.  There ja
fly = communlp In this co@inltry.

Tere the lawablding people.are not In'

e 'lho majorty. ~ THey ard usdally qulet.
: ’i&ﬂh- wiifle the lawless are so loud
b hed as to decelve many as to their
{ mber. The mmjority of the people
i*e honest and want good' government,

pt. the minority are pernicloualy act-
The lawless sfand on the strest

pers and talk, talk, talk all the time,

hile the lawabiding are timid and un-
rusive. A dozen lawbreakers can

@ more nolse. than 600 lawablding

zens, but they do not count for much

minst the united efforts of the law-
Abiding. Lawhreakers curse, and swear
__ ‘bulldoze, but they are cowards, and

B resolutely fought can be overcome.
are always active, however, while

average good citidén becomes adtive

pnly oceaslonully. They surround an of-
jefal and ging to him the siren song of

he good politics of serving them In-
sad of the public. T'nless the offfeial
‘Wtrong he will be led astray by thelr
Iluring promises. As n matter of fact,

B lwhenever the Inwless have strength In
. litics it i becaume of the defaunlt of
‘! the Jawablding. 1 had rather have the
wless openly agalnst me thas on my

Y in any political fight I do. not
want thelr support In my officlal actse

. had rather have their enmity than

" #gamid three and’ & hAlf years ago a

o

Missouri Building at the Lewijs and Clark Exposition, Where a-m__for Governot Folk Was Held Today.

their good will. If I can please the law-
abiding and displense the liwless I shal)
bo satisfied. Lawbreakers do mot know
good from bad. All they know is poll-
ties, Hut they do know good politics
from bad politics. Teach them that law-
lessnoss Is bad politics, and the ‘prob-
jem of good government will be near
solution. ‘The people ean teach them
that Here and everywhere.
But Disioyal

“When the lawless get a bad man iIn
office they support him In all the evil
that he does, but when the law-abiding
get a man Iin offiee too often they are
the firat to eriticise him and leave him

L% | o nght tie battle without thelr ‘active
xid. That ls the trouble. Good men are | to

divided and bad men are united. “If
good citizens could only be induced to
joiln hands in patriotic endeavor befors
the election and stay joined after the
election the forces of error could be
vanquished like evil spirfts at the dawn
of day.

“Take any commnn“y and ltt me
know the kind of officials and I will tell

officlals represent the people just as
honest officlals do The corrupt of-
ficlal represents the activity of the law-
lesa, and the neglect of the law-abiding.
Government is good in proportion am
the average morality of the average In-
dividual is aggressive, and government
is= bad in proportion a8 the avernge
morality is low. and lethargle. n
004 ocltizsens’ attend 410 thelr civie
duties .iheir civic, energy :is represented
in good officials. JWhen they are care-
Heas thelr slothfulneas Is represented by
eorrupt officials. The character of gov-
ernment depends entirely upon the will
of the"majority and no govhrnment 1is
better than a_majority of its voters, 1If
sach Individual were to give attention
to the public business an his own, which
it s after all, every good official would
have behind him the aggressive morality
of his constituents and this would con-
front every bad official and_say to him,
‘No farther wshalt thou go.' Corrupt
men fatten and feast on the neglect of
good citisens and grow rich on the Indo-
lence of electors. To arouse good oftl-
sens and make them realize their civie
duties is o matter of supreme Iim-

poriance,

Dodgers of Duty.
“In a monarchy all authority {s in the
arown and delegated to those beneath.
In & republic such as ours the people

five milllonth  of = sovereign on the
throne of American manhood. It may
seem small, but it marks the distinctlon
between the clitizens and the subject.

me may think if the government were
left entirely to ‘you public evils would
not exist., But you havé a portion of
the responsibility now. If .you are un-
falthful In part would wyou be more
falthful with all? He that is faithleas
with a portlon cannot be trusted with
the whole. - If each cltizen were to leave
the remedying of publie wromgs to some
one else nothing would be accomplished.
The state protects the cltizen and It is
the duty of the citizen to protect the
state, politically as well as Anancially,
and the man who avolds his civic duties
is no better than s taxdodger. If each
man were to think that he is only one
among many, and that it Is unnecessary
for him to pay taxeg because there will
be plenty without him, the state would
be bankrupt financially If It could not
enforce payment. If every man were
to reason that among so many his Influ-
ence for good Is not needbd, then the
state would be bankrupt politically and
we would have a government of the few
with wealth enough to purchase official
favors. There s pometimes too much
of a disposition on the part of some
to allow others to do the facé-sweating
fn eivic affairs whille they do the bread-
eating. ' Our government In theory glves
more rights than any other, but some
think wso little of their obligations to
the meneral welfare that they are in-
different to being robbed so long as they
do not feel the effects directly and are
among the many.

Republic's Life Threatened.

“A wtidle conslets not of felds, forests
and cities, but of laws. Take away the
laws from the state and there would be

you the kind of people there Corrupt law-must be tolerated:

lare_soversixn. Each man is one seventys)

no government left. No man loves his
state who deliberately disobeys her
laws. The sin of republics is lawless-
pess' In a monarchy the government is
sustained by the power of the crown;
in a republie the government rests an-
tirely upan the Jaw which & majority of
the peoople make for thembelves. If all
the laws were ignored anarchy would be
the result, there would be no goverfi-
ment at all. When any portion of the
laws is not enforced the government s
weakened to that extent. Laws that
are not observed add just as much to
good gayernment as sores. do to the

AwWe
. be ' effective must be tod,
There Is entirely too Htfe" t for
the majesty of the law in Ameriea,
This Inevitably leads to corruption,
which will, If tolarated, eat inte and
destroy ecivie life. If a dramshop s al-
lowed to remain opén at & time the law
demahda It be cloked, then the gambling
laws cannot be conalstently enforced;
then other offenses -denounced by the
then corhes graft-
ing by ofMclals for overlooking thesa
violatjons; then legisintors, Imbued by
the same spirit, well their wvotes for
bribe money,” and a.-refgn of corruption
follows. The perpetpity of our govern-
ment depends upon.the manner in which
our laws are carried out. Nearly every
state hamiaws on the statute books to
which no attention is pald, and they
reap the frults by having all laws
breken. T am not an alarmist when I
say If these conditions be tolerated -the
republic _itself will sooner or later fall
by the pFops of the laws on which It
rests being woakened and decayed.

4 Poople the Destroysrs.
“Americans are accustomed to regard
a republican form of government as &
natural condition. That a government
is morts]l and can dle Is & thought seo
utterly foreign to our conditions that
it is folly-in the,minds of somé& to dis-
cuss it. A glance at history does not
lend encouragement to this cheerful
view., Our republic, though the best, is
not the first nor the oldest. We hava
lasted nmow 132 years, Venlce had a
republican form of government for 1,100
years; Carthage 700 years; Athens, with
various Intermissions, for %00 years;
Florence 100 and Rome 500 years. These
governments have long ago passed from
the stage of the worl nd
én are Il remembered. our
government were (o last three cen-
turies longer and then dle it would go
down Into history as one of the most
splendid and shorfest lived among the
wrecks with which the shores of time
are strewn What causeed the down-
fall of these goverpnments by the peoe
ple? The people made laws until the
laws became so many the people began
to disregard thelr own laws. The laws
of Rome were good; Indeed, the Jus-
tinlan code is said to be the most per-
fect system of laws ever dbvised by
man, Yet Rome rotted and fell, even
while this code was in operation. The
laws were all right, but the hearts of
the people were not right, and the laws
were not obeyed. When the laws ceased
to relgn, the government, resting upor
that foundation of law, commenced to
topple over,

Poople's Reign & RMelgn of Law,

"The relgn of the law means the rule
of @ people, for a majority of the
people make the laws. They register
thelr will, crystallized In the form of
statutes. Wo noed a revival of the
rule of the people. Four years ago the
lnws agaffiét bribery 1n all of the states
ware considered as practically a dead
letter. Up to that time, for the 60 years
preceding there had only been about 34
caseg of bribery reported In the books
in all the United Btates. Not because
the offense was uncommon, but be-
cause 1t wAs uncommon for officiale
to be prosecuted for it. When the pros-.
ecutions were commenced In 8t. Louis,
the members of the house of delegatos
denounced the bribgry law am & ‘blus
law, and an a dead law, because It had
not been enforeed before. They ar-
gued that members of the house of dele-
gates, having been taking bribes from
time tmmemorial, they had noquired o
right to do »no, and It was just am
proper for them to sell their votes am
Jor a -merchant to sell his wiires, Hérg
wis & crime worse than the other, fof
bribery strikes at the foundation of all
law, yet the law denouncing It was not
enforced. Men gave bribes and thought
nothing of it; men took bribes and
boanted of the fact; corrupt men feasteq
and_ Tattened at public expense; laws
beoame merchandise on the market, and
all this time the public consclence was
asleep. When the revelations came and
the people saw how they had been plun-
dered and realized that a government by
bribery Was & government by the wealth
of the few and not by the people, they
saw the offense in all of It enormity,
and from one énd of the land te the
other thers was & clyic awskoning. Now
everywhare officlals are made to give
accpunt at the bar of publiec opinlon
for all offfcial acts, and those who pros-
!ltllll their trusts and sell the powers

not to them, but to the

4

nre bo!nc made 10 answeF for
And yeot four years ago

law was denounced as a
by those against whom it was
be enforoed. Every law, |

ome of}

have observed, is c blue law. to the man
whe wants to it. Bvery state
in the union, tln. ll now en
in prosecuting In
does not lndluln [ mﬂl wwn.
but it shows a moral awakening. For 50
years prior to the civil war the public
attention was on the suMject of alavery.
War od the :
“Little attentlon was paid to cIvic mat-
ters. For nearly 40 ysars. after the
war ppblic thought was engaged In set-
tling the problems arising out of that
fleree conflict. 'While attention was di-
rected . to other corrupt matters corrupt
m » a_pri
FErary THhE Ivious to
sowing of the seeds and the gradual
development of corruption. Especially
was this true of the rural districts, for
after It "ull it must be admitted that
the germ of bribery has its beginning
in the populous centers. At length
thetruth became known, and the knowl-
edge. apread that bribery was rullng in
many municipalities. At first it
thought that this condition was con-
fined to the cities. Then came another
awakening, and the people learnsd that
state and natiopal officials were for-
wettl
becoming invoived in the meshes of
greed. Thep came a stern determination
to stamp -out the offense that strikes
At the heart of fru government.
people now demand that public’ office
be & publie trust and not a wlnto snap;
that public effice. shall not held
merely as a means of mnklnf ; lhood
easier than ‘in private 1
is becoming the firat reguisite. Brilllaney
and wit in am official are well. enough
but_common every-day honesty s muyech
petter. Unless the spirit of clvie ri t-
eousness dies out we will soon
from the commerclal age into\ the m
of high (deals; from evil to gdod,
from darkness into light. The ambition
of young men should not ba so much to
get rich as to get right and stay. right.
Homesty Is the Best Politics.
“Political parties are beginning to learn
that honesty is mol only the best policy
bui the best polities. The people will
no longer respond to the sounding brass
of mere party names, but a party must
stand for something and mean some-
thing. Corrupt men used to hide behind
the party dress, and whenever attacked
would cry out the party was being as-
salled. A rascal is a rascal whether he

-

can; -a-
matter what pnr?' he may belong to.
g there be any difference made by rea-

n of party 1 should say prosecute the
Democrat who does wrong first because
he should know bettar.. Under our forms
of government politieal parties are nec-
essary, for it is throughgthem that men
come to an agreement on political ques-
tions and announce their principles and
intentions, but pelitical parties should
be the. servant af the people, not their
masters:. Any man who puts party in-
terest above the welfare or his state is
& traltor to his state, riisanship s
a good thing sometimes, Dut” patriotism
Is n better thing all the time.
welfare of the state should always be
above mere party advantage. It may
not matter so much whether New Ydrk
goes Democratie or Republican, but it
does matter a great Genl whether New
York goes honest or dishonest,

“The nonenforcement of the bribery
statute might be explained by the dif-
floulty of securing evidence of its vio-
lation, though & prosecuting officer
working at it sincerely and willing to
incur the enmities such as an Investi-
gation would bripg about can usually
lay bare venality of that kind If it
existe,

- A Word for ForGand.

“But there are other laws plainly
made to please the moral element, and
then not enforeed, to please the Im-
morual element. The difference between
a ‘wide-open town' and a ‘closed town'
is that In the former the laws are not
enforced, while in the latter the laws
ara Gbserved, The gambling laws In
many places are permittad to be disre-
giurded, and the laws regulating, dram-

these laws could not be enforeed In the
large citles, but they ure enforced and
falthfully observed In the large citles
of Missouri, and they .will continue to
be so long as Tam governor. In fack
Missour! is the most law-ablding state
in the union, and in ¥lelding obedlence
10 law has set an example for: other
statga to follow,

here s In. practically all of the
Etates a statute requiring dramshops to
close on Bunday And &lestlon days, yvet
in some states it *muz and fla-
Krantly violated. T mpst states dram-
shops are permitted wsix days In the
week, but on Sunday they are out-
Inwed, A majority of the peopls of
theae states, acting through thelr repre-
sentatives in the legislature, have de-
creed that the dramshop s more dhn-
gerous Lo the peace And welfars of so-
e ——————————————
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their high commissions and were | hig

calls himself a Democrat or a Republi-
inwhbreakor -jo--a - oriminal  no |

shops are nullitied. It has been claimed |

|RAILROAD PASSES FOR

"ILEGISLATORS DENOUNCED

@g.l-' More Honorable to Correct

1 Ml’hlﬂlﬂlr thlnlllrﬂhlrm.

them from ppernt
| day, % an executive o

hlm
should not be whother the law’

| auestion
inn hwum.bmjtumeutr
. good

”ml‘nhﬂ

without law. There was . in this country

once such so-talled liberty, but that

was Dbefore Columbus discovered IL
! Iaw.

“The liberty of one was the unreatricted

liberly of every other, and perpetual

warfare resulted, ag the wants and de-

| sires of men came In conflict, and every

man had equal right to take or hold
mn his strength or ¢ could
secure to him.. That was the liberty of
barbarism. for there was no lmit to the
conduct of+ an Individual except
whims. Life, liberty and property caw
only be safe where there s law to
which obedience is given. Security can
only come from fixed -rules, which the
people, as they become famillar with
them, habitually respect. Restyivtivnas
which seem to the individual to be hard-
ships are but the will of the peopie
operating through legisiative aets. Lib-
erty, to make laws does not,.give license
to_break laws. by any means.
man wers allowed -to say what laws are
loodmdwhthwlmhdandm
fgnore the Iu considers bad
there would no lawa at all
The trust magnate looks with abbor.
rence upon the pickpocket who violntes
the larceny statute, but thinks he has
A right to break the law agninst com-
binations and monopolies; the burgiar
deteats the lawbreaking of tha trusts,
but considers the law against house-
breaking as an  interference with his

itberty; the boodler wanta the
law enforced against the man who {ikes
property, but looks on the atatute
against bribery as an unwarranted regu-
Iatlon of his conduct; the ' dramshop-
keeper calls loudly ‘for. the punishment

The {of the man who .robs his cashdrawer,

but deems the siatule ' requiring his
dramshop

will pbmserve the laws thay 1

they should be allowed“to

thew do not llke. The fdividusl m(
be permitted Judge for himsdlf as.to
the wisdom off\lawws, for that would put
it in the powet of each persen to nullity
the will of the majority. . The only safe
rale ia, If the law Is on the statute
and | hooks. it must be ohserved. If it be ob-
Jectionable the remedy is to repeal it,
not to ignore. - If one man can violate
the dramshop law with impunity an-
other can break the bribery law, another
can violate the larceny statute, and the
result would be a government in name
only. 1If after the leginlature enacts
laws and adjourns no attention be pald
to these laws, the government becomes
& nullity. If after the sentiment of the
majority is erystallised Into Inwa those
laws can be defled by those havin
seifish Interest in breaking them, t
state government is as a rope of sand.

:.-'nmmm-_t_.-.m

disobeys the laws of his wtate Is »
traitor to the state, Those who oppose
the enforcement of law do so elther
through the prejudice of. ignorance or
the prejudice of Interest. The prejudice
of lgnorance can be removed becauss It
comes from the heart; but the prejudice
of interest cannot be changed for it ir
self-willed. baving a selfish in-
tmn to serve In nullifying the law al-
seek some ground upon
whlch ;,o put thelr protesis. To plate
it on the ground of self-interest would
render Ineffectual their arguments so
they resort to subterfuge Demetrius,
the maker of shrines for Diana st
Ephesus, saw In the new religion that
Paul came to preach nn end fo his
profitable business  an raaker of
shripes of Diana. He dId not dare
put his objection on the ground that
his busihess was belng Interfered
with. He mised A mob against
Paul ¥y warlly appealing to the rell-
glous patriotism of the peopls, erying out
to them, ‘Oreat is Diana, the goddess of
the Ephesians, and this wman bas come
to destroy her.' Bo the Bunday dram-
shop keepers, blers ahd others un-
der the ban of law cry out against
those that enforce the law against them,
not that their business s belng hurt,
but that the liberty of the peopla is
‘belng taken away. This has always
been the way of error. It does not
come out in the opon and maks the lssue.
fairly, but combats the truth on false
premises. Those who oppose the en-
forcement of any particular law do not
usually come out bholdly against the
enforcament of that law, but they claim
to find some other law that is not ob-
perved, and thereby attempl to discredit
the enforcement of any law, From the
lawbresdkers’ standpoint no law could
ever be enforved, and no eriminal could
ever be wuilh.d. beceuse all arimi-
nals cannot be punished. Such argu-
ments In opposition to the enforcement
of the law are not sincers and are made
to hinder the emforcement of the law,
not to help I,
m the Pase Bvil
"One the chief caumes of corrup-
tion in lomm.l bodiea .is _the free
raliroad pass, T have seen Instance after)
instance where men have gore to 'thé|be
leginlature imbued with the high'and
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patriotic purposis of serving thelr con-
stituents honestly and well; by the ac-
geptance of & rallroad pass they put it
Into the knowledge of the

of the rallroad that they had viohud
the law, apd.if after that the tor
hesitated to do the bidding of the rail-]
mt ] representative ha had only to sug-

t.the numbaer of the pass could

dnd the legislator would

bow his hend live & ::lhn. .that Is
urged and do his m
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