Word From Tacoma

Says the Road Will

~Build by the Most Direct Routa
From Portland to St. Panl. =

W!lI Constryct
~Columbia, Bridge the

Line Down the North Side_of the

River and Gain New

Entrancc-aBig_ Investment Here.

Bwitt-moving events vast in thelr sig-
niffcance have within the last few weeks
brought great raliread developments Lo
the door of Portland.

Incorporation of a pew rallroad com-

Portland

pany—the & Seattle Rallway
company—at Olympla Vaneouver,
yhose object is to b &t lar

rallroad system from Portland to Beattle
and from FPortland to Spokane, via Wal-
lula Junction—places the Northern Pa-
oiffo Rallroad - aummy legally in 'a
convenient position to h s great
_ underta constructing
~ down narth bank of the Columbia
rivar, & bridge acrods that rivér, and 2
new muim into Portiand. i
ophuof&eepmny lnullto
ba praotically complete,

summated, will have iII"T"‘
of $10.0

penditure of upwml

make Portland its prinelpa

terminal. TAcluding the cul ul-

Weldler tratt anft-of pumerous blocks of

ld.lnthin: property recantly acguired,
company has  investsd nearly

l 000,000 40 this clty already—and will

spend  millions mor.-—m accomplishing

{ this purpose. :

A “tip” from 'l‘ar:oml has kenﬂ up
to the highest pitopethe expectations of
those who have inside Information
concerning The Nortliern Pacific's plans

s

The inf JJas  definiis,

confirmed emonts thit have lﬂll

made exclusively In The,

the effect that ths company

down the north bank of the Columhl-.
cross that stream and the Willamette
river over 4 new drawhbridge, and enter
Portland with new terminals for rail-
road andl steamshlp traffic.

The Information is that the next movd
4n the great enterprise would be made
by the Portland & ttle Rallroad com-
pany, which would be in the forefront
of the construotion forces. The cam-
palgn has already begun. This company
han put surveying parties In the field
between Vancouver and Lyle. the only
streteh of territory along the north bank
from Whallula Junction to the aite of
the proposed Columibia river bridge that
has not been acquired by the Northern
Pacifie for its new line.

This move will precipitate the great-

o metn - Hng |

# ' s

est battle for territory ever fought be-
tween rallroads In the Pacific northwest
It will be by ‘glant rallroad cor-
porations—the HIIl and the Harriman
forces. The agents of both are in tha
flald. The Portland & BSeatile company
‘represents Hill; the Wallula Pacific is
llu advance guard of Harriman.

Denial Does Wot Coumvinoe.

L. Gerlinger, who is president of the
Wallula Pacific, has emphatically de-
nied that the New York people for whom
he Is admittedly acling ore eonnections
of “the Harriman board of directors.
Information from equally reliable
sources |ls to the effect that the incor-
poration articles of the Wallula Pacific
were drawn by the legal department of
the Oregon Railroad & Nevigation com-
W- The bbject declared In- the arti-
Jeles Is the construction of a rallrosd
from Wallula Junction #o Vincouver.
The company has for several weeks
had surveyors atWork between Lyle and
Vancouver. Between Lyls and Wallula
Junction It has ‘a right of way,
which some miley of ralls are already
lnld, It is not assented by any onk that
the Harriman people .Intend bailding on
ths north bank & raflroad twin for Ité
line on the south bank, but It will make
the supreme battle of its existence for
possessionn of  the right of way and
territory invelved in the fight. -
and | the Portiand - “Saniily compeay. repre:

&
senting, ns It ls t&lﬂ. e Northern
FPacific, Is bent on constructing a line
ver this route. I8 Incorporators-are
d. Tacoma and Beattle men, of
unquestioned connection with the Hill
people.

J. Couch Flanders of Portland (s pres-
dent; C. F. AQumy, presigent the
Portland Gas company., is treasirer; 8.
B. Linthicum, secretary, is a Portland
attorney, with offices in the Chamber of
Commerce, and other incorporators are
John 8. Baker, vice-pregident of the
Fidelity Trust company, Tacoma, ‘and
James D. Hoge, Jr.. president of the
Union Bavings & Trust company, BSe-

attle.
Reticence @Gives Consent.
A rvepresentativelof The Journal In-
vestigating the plans of the rival com-

(Continued on Page Seven.)

THIRTY KILLED, SCORES INJURED IN
~ POWDER WURKS EXPLOSION

Rand Powder Works at Fairchance, Pennsylvania, - Blow Up
With Frightful Result—Plant Is Completely De-
stroyed—Windows Broken Mijles Away.

{8pecial Dispateh by Leased Wirs to The Journal)

Connellsville, Pa., Bepl. 5.—With a
* repdrt that could be heard for a radius
of 15 miles the Rand Powder works, lo-
cated at Falrchance, Pennaylvania, blew
up this morning, causing, it is belleved,
over 30 deaths and considerable finan-
clal damage. So far 12 bodies have
been taken from the ruine and It s
stated there are many other bodies
still under the debris. Hundreds of
people have volunteearsd for rescue work,

but progress Is slow and It will be
pome time before the casualties Are
known.

The first exploslon occurred in & .car of
powder and was followed a few moments
later by a larger and hedvier one, when
the flames Ignited the large magazine.
The conoussiof® of the sesond explosion
wis no great that telophone, telegraph
and trolley wires were hlown down, in-
terrupting -all communiecation with
scene of the cafastrophe. Ths bodies
recovered were burned almost beyond
recognition.

For a mile ardund Falrchance bulld-
Ings were blown over, and at Unlontown,
Pennsylvanla, soven miles from the ex-
ploalon, hundreds of windows were
broken, A large skylight in the ecourt-
house at Unlontown was smashed and
thérs was a panic ameng the occupants
to esoape from the bullding. Damage
was done at Connellsville, Mount Pleas-
Ant and Scottdale and In hundreds of
homes the dishes fell from tha cup
boards and plctures Were thrown from
the wall,

Boores Are Imjured

Boorps of people in the town of Falr-
chance have painful injurles. Not =»
vostige of the bulldings that made up
the big powder works remuains standing.
The debris ls now on fire and two cars
of dynamite that canpot be removed
rmmulrlnr viclnity of thé rulns are mo-
_ mentar ted o go up. Thou
wands ngf: rushéd to the seena of
::\ah:;p:‘dmmln half an hour gfter
ap Unlontown sent hun-

~ddréda of  eountry turned
oat_en mawwe. Now they are returning |
panle siricken, l'urhn of mnother ox-

::;m:“% hl&o dynamite care that
. : terror and t
. desth list to e

The scene in the nelghborhood of the
powder plant is one of horror. Thy
debris is strewn about for a great dig-
tance, and pleces of human bodics are
among the wreckage. Large holes 'were
made In the ground by the force of thy
explosion.

It Is sald that the expldsion started
in & car of powder and spread to all of
the bulldings of the plant. One.of the
odd features of the.affalr is that pas-
senger train No, 52 on the Baltimore &
Ohlo, fdorthbound from Morgantown to
Connellsville. wan passing the scene at
the time the explosion oecurred. Tha
truln was Jarred tremendously and svery
w w was broken. A number of the
pl ors were cut by the showers of

Wwhich fell about them. - Nobody
wu killed on this train, but it (s uld
that some wore very sdriously cut.

Oonoussion Kdke

The concussion was like sn earth-
quake to those around about, and thers
was- gréht excitement in surrounding
towns.

Manager Rand was not killed, but
was serfously hurt. The first thing he
did ufter being removed was to insist
upon being carried to a telephone mo
that he could tilk to his wife in Unjon-
town, becausa he knew she would hear
the roar of the explosion, and belleved
nothing else than his voloce would re-
assure her.

The search for bodles In the wreckage

tl Aand it will be some time before
hing lika an sstimate of the casual-
uu oupn be made. It ls probable that

the cmusa of the explosion of the car
n; powder hmm will be kpown. All
the men who were ing, about It
ure beliewed Lo have m to pleoes,
From this car the exploalon spread to
the magazine, which carried with It
about everything there wad to the plant
L Ray Hevensr, who was |n thorm
shop when the exploston oten

esoaped and says that he heard the lood
report, and the first thing he*knew the
kegs of powder from the floor shove

“toroti-down and

flaw in the alr, Havenér and two others
ran out aoross the. streetonr tracks o
escaped, but Elmer unm who* wi
also there, was killed. i
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SPENDING $10,000,
~ ON RAILWAY AND STEAMSHIP LINES-INTO P@R LAND
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%,m'r DEPSEATTLE B A TRUMBULLDLST DEP PORT.

Officers of the American Association. of Traveling Passenger Agents, Which Will Meet in Portland This Week.
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ENVOYS BID ADIEU
10 PRESIDENT

Peace Plenipotentiaries of Rus-
sia and Japan Make Farewell

JAPS TAKE LUNCHEON
RUSSIANS ARE DINED

Mission of Delegates to Portsmouth
Is Formally Ended—Komura and
Takahira Arrive First and Are
+Followed by Witte and Rosen,

(Special Dispated by Leased Wire to The Journal)

New York, Bept., 9.—The peace pleni-
polentiaries of Russia and Japan todany
visited Oystor Bey, bidding farewell to
President Roosevelt, the instrument of
their peace, and officially’ closing thely
mission to thls country. Baron Komura
and Minister Takahira lunched with the
president and after thelr departure the
Russians came and dined.

The Japanese envoys came from New
York abosrd tha Sylph, arriving at
anchorage st the J, West Rodsevelt pler
at 11:30, accampanied by Lieutenant
Evans, the S8ylph commander, They
went ashorp and were driven to Sagas
more Hill.  Aboard the Bylph the Japa-
nese remmined in the eabin, after which
they were driven up the winding road
and to the president’s home, not m word
passing between them. «

It was 4 solemn ending of the great
task they sought a few weeks bafore
to perform and who can tell that they
were not thinking of the reception that
awalits them in the far-off land of Nip-
por. There was no one in readintss tp
greet the envoys as they mounted the
steps of the summer White Tlousae and
there wad a long wait after Minister
Takahira rang the doorbell. The¥ were
finully admitted fo the lbrary where
Becretury Loeb awalted to escort them
to the new room. '

The president came down immedintely
and extending hls hand to Komura once
agnin, thanked®ilm for the noble sacri-
floe his couhtry had masde)/ln response
to the call of humanity and, eiviligation,

At 1:30 lunchaon was u«rv'-d the presl-
dent and Mra Roesevelt apd the two
efnvoys. At 3 o'clock Baron Komura and
Minister Takahira bade faréwell to the

t and set sall aboard the Sylph
JNew. York, formally min; their
of peace in- Ameriea. ——tto

M. Witte and Buron Rosen nqived at
#:30 p. m. in A special car, attsched to

regular train, and were driven to
re Hill, i 21"
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A FIGHT FOR LIFE
A MILE IN AIR

&pring a Hige Rent in His
Baloon, Aeronaut Swings

~——Above -z Thousand People.

KEEPS APERTURE CLOSED
WITH HANDS IN DESCENT

George Hamilton's Thrilling Escape
After an Ascension at Clifton
Park, Near Paterson, New Jersey,
Yesterday.

(Bpeginl Dispateh by Loased Wire to The Journal)

New York, 8ept. 9.—Gripping a huge
rent In the silken fabrie of his alrship
to prevent the total escape of gas, Pro-
fessor George Hamilton swung & mile
and & bhalf above the heads of 1,000 per-
sons gathered this afternoon at the
Clifton rca track near Paterson, New
Jorsey. Through the long dJdescent he
cluteivwd the edges,of the ghastly rent
while the silk ripped under his hand:
Probably no more thrilling escape from
denth. ever vccurred.

JFew of those on the ground who had
been | wutehing the automobile and
motor-cycle races realized the merlous-
neas of the aeronaut’'s plight. They saw
the alrship shoot higher and higher inte
the alr and applauded the exhibition.

The ascent.was made at & o'clock this
afternoon. The our, which is of the
same type ns that In which Knaben-
shue recently _flew over New York is
fitted with opeller and rudder and
lifted : by a long clgar-shaped ballpon.
It rose swiftiy unti]l 3,000 feet in the alr
and made twp graceful clreles around
the park.

The -propeller ceased to revolve and
Professor Hamilton discovered that His
machinery lind jammed. The motor woas
ormckling away dangerously, but the
shalft hung motioniess, nod in a moment
the daring aeronaut realized that he was
facing a orisis. For wsoviral minutes
Hamiiton worked away wilh the motor
and then suddenly realiged that the
car had kept ascending quickly while
he was busy with the molor and was
now at least 9,000 feel above the ground.

Hamilton knew that he weuld have to
depoend at onte. He gave the valve
rope u jerk, but It fell from the
valve and dropped through the air,

d\e -aha dlnl!an
big clgar e nmau;\md

nnd Hamilton lwk the only cham open
to him. He sprang Into the network

| Amtng,

HAPPY DAYS FOR
00D FELLOWS

Elafforate Program Arranged for
Entertainment of Pas-
[~ "sénger Agents. T

FREEDOM OF 'FAIR AND
CITY TO BE GIVEN THEM

They Will Also Dip Into the Mad
Pacific, Climb.  to the Heights of
Our Snowy Summits and Cruise
Through Placid Sound.

“Our mission is te pllot you through
the old Oregon eountry, polnt out to you
historic spola and places of Interest, and
show you that we live In what I truly
n part of the Garden of Eden” M. J_
Roche writes In a greeting to the Ameri-
ecan Assoclation ofy Travellng Passenger
Agents, for whoss annual conventlon In
Portland this week he has complled a
souvenlr program and Itinerary.

Noxt Wednesday they will arrive—the
rallroad men of America whose work” is
to go Into the missionary fleld, as it
waore; and educate tha people to travel
and to learn about thelr own land. The
traveling passenger agenta of America,
it is mald, deserve to rank among the
moat Intelligent and progressive business
men of the country. They are easential
to the rallroads, and are a blessing—If
often jn disguise—to the public. They
are banded in an organization national
in its scope., and Including many of the
brightest minds in the rallroad world,
and next week they will hold their thir-
ty<third annual conventlon—lasting four
days—~in Portland. A reception commit-
tere of Portlapd passenger agents left
Inst night In a speclal ear over the
0. R. & N. and the Northern Pnacific
for Putte, to meetl the special train that
will bring the larger part of the dele-
The committes Included the fol-

Union Paelfle; J.

owlngu
Hat‘grmr
F. W. Valentine,

Mcliroy, M

C. P, R, of San ¥rancisco; 'W. C. Me-
Bride, D. & R, G.: W. A, Cox, C. & N.
W.: B. H. Trumbull, 1. €.; J. W, Cuney,

C, M & 8. P.: Tom Richardson, mana-
ger Commercial club; M. J. Roche, D.
& R G George 8 Taylor, Winconain
Central; E. L. Snall,, Seuthern Pacifio,
of Portland: W.TL nun c. G Wik
R. Nagel, 0. R. & N, lm:u. lnd,_l_lu_
'H. COIlNE, . BL 7, M. & O, Bpokane.

The specialstraln, of the Asnoolation
over the-Northern Facific will reach

({Continued on Fage ll_m)

" (Contintied on Page Seven.)

GRAND JURY 10

AGAIN CONSIDER
GHARGES OF BRIBERY+

-

Land Fraud Jurors Probe into Alleged Effort to Influence Cere
__tain. Mnmham While on _Van GCesnet ..
Case Recently.

Close on the heels of the Indictment
of Bheriff Bmith of Crook county and
Dr. Van Gesner, on the charfe of tam-
pering with government witnesses in the
pending land fraud prosecution, comes
the news that the federal grand jury
is Investigating an alleged effort to In-
fluence certaln members of the panel
from which the (rial jury in that case
was drawn.

Oscar Cavender of Silverton and J. W.
Korh of Bootta Mills were members of
the panel drawn in the United BStates
court on August 3, and from that pansl
the trial jury was subsequently chosen
which I8 now hearing the evidence
against  Congressman J. N. Willlamson
and his codefendants. It Is said that
both Cavender and Korb were Aap-
proached by some person in the Interest
of these defendants and that the object
was to obtain pome assyrance that in
case eolther of the talesman was drawn
on the jury he would vote for acquitial,

Detalls of the charge cannot be ob-
tained, as the proceedings of the grand
jury are jealously guarded from pub-
leity and the district attorney abso-
lutely refumes to give any Information
on the subject, It ls known, however,
that the grand jury was engaged yes-
terday afterndon in problng into  this
latest charge of attempts to improperly
influence the result of the pending teial

Important eviaence was given ‘in the
Willlamson trial yesterday
wureen Beard, one of the entrymen whe
took up timber clalms at the Instance
of Bilggs and CGesner, was recalled to
the witness stand by Distriet Attormney
Haney and asked whether ‘na had told
the whole conversation that took place
in June, 1902, at the Willlamson-Geaner
sheep ranch, when Gesner proposed Yo
Beard and others that they take wup
claimu ;

“No, nol all of IL" replled Beard.

“Tell the rest of the conversallon,
then.” sald Heney, while Judge Bennett |
taunched & serfes of Ineffectus) protests,

“Well, Geaner told as (hat M would
turnish the mofiey to prove
claims u:d wh‘“m:a.hm
pay us the balance'" ‘sald m.-
What el m , Inex-

orably. -

ml

tention of the prosscution that M
wis An actual agreement betwesn m

and the entrymen for the ;
of thelr claims as soon a8
obtalned from the go 4 :

had been on the stand for two
in the morning, but had fafl
anything about this m
the conversation. with

Bennett demanded to M
occurred In the moon in
had Induced him to add to ‘his

testimony,
afterward

Beard at first denled . but
admitted that he had gone to Heney
and toid him of the facts which had
been omitted from his previous test-
mony. , y

“Why didn't hll.lho whole story
this morning you were on the
stand?™" asked Heney,

“1 didn’t think I had to,”” was the lams
TespOnse,

““Then you didn't want to tell anything
that would hurt these defendants uniess
you had to?™ demanded the district at-
torney.

Judge Bennett jumped to his feet with
a vehement objection, which was suk-
tained by the court,

The case was then eontinued until $:30

o'clock Monday morning.

JOHN MINTO FIRES =
AT BOLD BURGLARS

————

At 1 o'clock this morning an attempt
wan made to rob the residence of Post-
magter John Minto, T4l Ovetton streetl.

Mintoe heard some ona stumbls over
A chalr in his bedroom. Aws he sat up
In bed- s gruff volce said: “Kaap stil
or Fll shoot.” Mr. Minto m&hﬁ
revolver from aheneath his plilow
fired four shajs t"l'ﬁ'!n
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