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YO, baby bunting.

Mamma's gone s-hunting”'— '
chanta one ardent lover of the trall, editing her
nursery ‘'rhymes in strict accordance with the

uB

Let one of un weaker vessels dare to swing gun and
bag over her shoulder and trudge along watching for
signa of Mfe in the tangle of growth about her, wild
with the keen excitement of matching wits with the
subtle cremtures of the forest, and immediately she 1is
made the target for ¢ volley of feminine protests

Your only defense Is gllence. Your oénly hope (If you
care for the eritiolsms at all) of convincing any of your
crities s to begulle her along on your next trip.

One exporjence Is enough to make a convert of any
woman. -

Each year sees more and more women ‘‘go inta the
woods," and go after really game. A womain's first
outhng is" uaually Tiken under protest—perhaps. her hus.
bind or brother or fathor s an enthusiast, and she gocs
along, dutifully, but without Interest. After that, she's
st her happlest trudging along over tralls, over swamp
and mountain. Discomfort doesn'd count with the
fascination of it.

Your amateur In Lthe mays of Ihc wilderness s easily
recognised, A first-year woman,” she is called—ahe of
the well-boned legyins and irreproachable sult, with
every plece of clothing obascn, deliberately for effect

~—rather-than-fos-comfort. Xou look sl her hall pltyIngly,

half enviously—you-who are old hunters—pitying her
ighorance; envying-the sudden revelation of the wonder:
of It all, that Is sure to come lo her.

The second year she is wiser—chooses heavy bools
and corduroys, and cuts her wkirt shorter.

But the-third ycar finds her well versed In the styles
of the woods. Cloth legging and heavy high boots give
way to stout shoes and leather leggins, or to pletur-
esquely ugly puttees. Or she even chooses rogular lum-
berman’'s shoes, made of the heaviest rubber imaginable,
low and laced up with .trong white tapes-hideous, dis-
figuring, buc absolutely waterproof. With these she wears
heavy woolén stockings—four or five pairs of them some-
times plled on all at once. g

LONG SKIRTS IN THE WAY

There's™ an definite a Aifference In the length of her
skirts. Ths firdt year they come modestly down to her
ankisn, and are the cawee of i any fails and more loss of
game than even her own bupgiing use of her.gun. The
next year she shortens them, and at last comes bravely
JUE Wwith akirts just below her Mnees.

Her bair she tucks up rigorously so thnt it wlll ol.n;.
and covers It with an ald olouch hat. By this time, too,
she s on Intimate terms with ner gun.

Then~off with & gulde for a long day of It, tralling
nlong through swamp and thicket; following the deer-
run, with the mad, keen desire of the chase on yown
Your blood pounds In your velns—surely tHe leer you're
stalking will hepr it! Your skirt estches—your only care
is that the nolge of its tearing wiil frighten the game.

A long, weary walt follows, as you crouch down be-
hind a log In ambunh,

You sirik Into a revery. All thoss wretched proleats
come to your mind—perhaps, after all, the sport ls crusl,
You imugine yourself hunted, and wonder what the terror
muat be of being followoed tu the death.

For the Jeast part of an inatant you wonder If you
oughta't to return to-clvilisation, oughtn't to Joave. to
men the blood-bastles. And then!

Then ths least possible motion from the fum'——mn
the bend of a fnger~and your rifle comes up so softly to
your shoulder, your shot rings out as A deer pauses, one
foot held high, listening, and turns to run—too late.

You've mode tho “first kill' of the season—you, &
woman! You forget your qualme of conscignce, and gloat
LYET YOUur sucoess, 3

Back to camph you go, walkin; pedataly with your
guide, who plods along (so slowly!) with his preclous
burden.

You recelve an ovation at camp. !mml and_un-
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ing along with never a sound but the mysterious forest
nolses 19 break in upon the dfeamlike scene affects your
Imldnﬂion sirangely. You never forget it.

For, paradoxical as it I8, you must have a wealth of
sentiment to be a sportawcman. The sploy smells of the
little plants you. crush underfoot; the surprise of A
maplié tree's ﬂum:nl scarlet in thePmidat of a foresy of

Quail Hunting in

LTHOUGH the whir of the wings of the quall I
heard with suMelent frequency in the Northern
States to stir the blood of the most blase hunter,
it 1 In the South thut really big bags, sixty birds,

ninety birds and sometimes A hundred or more iu B d,'y
or two, are to be had

In Virginig, North and South CIrolinl. Gwrlu and
other Southern States, there are still wide expinses of
sedgc-grown flelds and plenty of mountain forests and
lowland thickets In which the birds may dwell, (nd and
multiply,

Even In these favored places, however, the habits of
quall are changing. It is observed that grown bhirds when
fushed make longer flights than formerly, sometimes be-
g on the wing for 59 or 80 yards. Time was, (oo, when
& covey flushed In the open fleld would spread out In fan-
like formation, and not Jeave the open ground at once.
Now the habit of most of them is to dash-for-the noafest
rheltor and the heavy woods.

In cours® of time quall ghooting will probably come to
resemble that of gunning after woodcoek, with the rapid
filght and devious twists of the quarry.

Even now it s sald that quail have taken to roosting

"

" W,
» . 4 ol el E5 = T _.,\"'

whi> W rw‘tﬂ X ; - CfﬂuCllﬂmlm‘ﬂ'

r -t“'ﬂ‘&md TR,

T e a—

R e R i

"(b*@ f‘h“r-{*;

monontonous green; tho sudden rifts in the woods. through
which break vislons of lake and mountaln and river
must méan wandorful things to you.

Women almost never hunt bears—that ls. go. out with
the dogs, tracking one down. It's too dangerous to prog
scrve the clement of eport In It. But when reports come
into camp’ that a bear has been seen about this part of
the forest or that, some woman takesa a guldé and goes
out on the chance of moeting It

And, occaslonaily, a woman does ghoot a bear—kills
it in-a single clean shot, and without needing the help
thit her gulde stands ready to glve. For dangerous sport
like that she leaves off hor skirts, agpearing in bloomaers
and Jeather leggina«~there must be no hindering, no
catching by the underbrush If she has to spring aside
duddenly. A woundad Lear is a terrible enemy.

el e

the South, Where Big Bags Are Taken

Qenrge W. \'nndﬂ'hm. upon his Blltmore estate, ncar
Asheville;has an immense preserve, but -this is closed to
all except the owrier's {riends,

There are still open to the vikitor huaarod- of thou-
sands of acres of lowland, woodlaid and mountain upon
which game is yet falrly plentiful, Last year two gentle-
men from Philadelphia spent two days in the nefghbor-
hgod of Raleigh and bagged ninety fine quall in that time.
The year before they brought down sevenily-two In two
days.

Visitors to most of the North Cansdlina hunting soc-
tlons need only take with them guns apd ammunition.
They will find at almost any town or settlement compe-
tent guldes with good dogs. Bervices of these may be had
atl reasonable rates,

Among the towns locpted In quall sections of more or
Jess promise are Ashboro, A n,, Barber, Hlanche,
Clayton, Climax, Concord, J Franklinton, King's
Mountain, Manson, Murion, Bakeview, Morganton, New-
ton, Ore Hilf, Osgood, Oxford, Huleigh., Reldsville, SBhelby,
Etatesville, Stokesdale, Tholmasville,  Walnut Cove,
Waynesville, Winston-Salem, Brevard, Lake Toxaway and
Bapphire.

a-tingle Move ithar a'ac '-'

1f she does make s blg kil™ of
s bear, she ts beside herself. Bhe
pends Nher guilde oft for another
gulde to gét that bear Into camp,
while she mourts guards over the
n'l"- e -

Just before her triumphal procession comesa Into camp
—the bear slung to a stout pole which the guides carry
an their shouldors—the temptation t0 make a dramatic
entrance séiges her, Bhe motions the foremost man to
stand anide, and stips into his place.

Hle fires off his gun nto the gir, as signal, and every-
body~in camp rushies out. There she stands, staggering
under the welght, which s terrible even for the mommt
she shares the support.

Buch beautiful guns &s some of the women-hunters
own! Guns with barrels inlald with intricale patterns

and balanced perfectly, Nobedy, even the favorite gulde, |
work” In the'

woods, n trun sportawoman setties down to clean her:

is allowed to clean them. After a day's *

gun, with no fedling of disgust for the black, greasy
rags, but with an eager will 10 heve it In perfect con-
ditlon. A gun cared for by one of these women enthusi-
asts has no superior, only an aqul. in the best-kept gun
handled by a man.
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the quail hunters’ paradise. Other counties in the middlo
and western sections of the Btate may well rank with it
There are grain flelds flafiked by pine forests and thickets
of underbrush and-plenty of wild berries that the birds
love,

All through such sec rium of the Bouth on# may find
veleran hyntemen to act as guldes, and there, too, one
may fAnd some of the- finest and best tralned dogs that
the sportuing world produces,

Many of these Intelligent animals have no long pedi-
gree, and would probably cut a scrry figure At & bench
show, but in practical fleld work they have mo superiors.

Pleture, for instunce, a couple of well-trained dogs
‘covering a wide range of promising fleld. Finally they
come to a rigid stand. one behind the ether. Carefully the
gunners advance, there is a startling whir of wings, and
the bang, bang, bang of guns.

Awav hurtles the covey in confusion and fHght, seek-

ing refuge in a nearby thicket. The dogs carefully follow
the fiying birds wilh their eyes, but at present devote
themselves to retrieving the fallen hirds, After the rest
of the fleld is husted out, the gunners work the dogs
around to get advantage of the wind and so gradusily
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SeHer Standing a Bird.
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And the “‘camaraderie” of the woods! Perhaps for
¥ou meet no ope; perhaps n solitary hunter lo
view. There's no walting fof introductions!

“like the animals in the “Jungie Book.,” Is met 'I.I
form of the gresting, *gdod hunting.” .

When the hunter goes on, you bolh strike off |
into the woods—he has probably scared your geme)
you, his, .

There's plenty of other shooting besldes big
Along the coagt, thore's rare sport In early fall
after snipe and rabbits, and plenty of women do it

But nothing compares to the excitement of
wtalking gume, when you stand or erouch immovable
hours, walting with every nerve tense for what |
come. .

Thepe's another part of the life you lead out,
game, that is as wonderful in its quieter way as
actual vigorous life of the chase; and that Is the
In camp.

Camping, as most of nshnowﬂ.kmlhh'
done where hunters meet, it is radically ifferent, of
woman finds it. Mountain climbing, canceing and £
ing the most dlfficult of tralls aimlessly Is In
until you've had & toste of the other.

What is the othar? A Jjoyous cm

erbh. wl-tb 'Ildal and -ll.l.ll!..l.l. m |
around to svery. one in camp a bit of venison, & partrie
or duck, or perhaps s bearstéak—part of your lﬂq
hours in camp are spent lounging. when that gun
nead an extra rub, and In studying out ways at
better and better. Htories are freely exc

that beat flshing stories hands down in their -nh
credulity. e

After jt's all over, mr&nhekb ol
life séems cramped for a while. There's no U
vision, no freedom of movement. Collars ehﬁ
long skirts—even those of nlllll length—are =
somo drag “Yol are stifled, ]

But when ypu.get Into harness again, and
your round of dinnérs aad dances, you are ¢
awhile.

You've lived an open, jJoyous life for a fow W
you've. "‘stretched your horison; the memory d'
deep woods 1s with you. And when the seasom B
round, the call of the woods will sound in your
a call you can't resist. You'll not know a M

until_gun in hand, you make for the heart of
dorness. BLANCHE W. FISCH
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