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ARK, coming in!"
Crouching kw
Brush-sheltered “blind,” your

uju al The low; 1énse &chﬂmn

0 -y b b e o

Foqomu is the raw, sweeping breeze
’ .mup your face with its icy pellets of
' i+ forgotten the dau{ cramped nest_of
*; and seaweed in which you have huddled

lw other branches of sport afford more excitement

or keen enjoyment than shooting wild ducks, when
game s plentiful and conditions are right. b

h;hw“ﬁnthmutdmlm-ﬂnm

in the North; snd the deep-mouthed but dangerous |

tes 1o the king of wild waterfow! will gradually sweep
hward with the season.
Beglaning about the many estuaries of the St. Law-
ence, the sound of fowling pleces will work its way down
the Atlantic Coast, booming from New England shores,
the inlets of the Jersey coast and over thé rippling
of the majestic Chesapeake Bay, creeping on with
f d flight of game until the bayous of Misslssippl
¥ take up the volleying echoes.
— Upon the rivers and lakes of Manitoba, and in Puget
md, too, man's warfare upon wild ducks will begin,
a8 the season advances sportasmen along the Missis-
apdl the Pacific Coast will arm for the fray, until
¥y the blaze of firenrms will startle the denizens of
and loulsiana swamps and the streams of
t! California.
| Harried from Huddon's Bay to Certral America are
unfortunate birds, whose solé fault is In forming a
fit for a king's table and providing sport that is a
] recreation.
§ From May to July wild ducks nest In the Northern
BTy that lle anywhere between Vermont and Labrader;
TS Dakotas, the countlesh lakes of Canada and the

| hwest,

‘fx Autumn comes on, and the young ducks grow
Biger, the southward migration begine, This follows
e or the water courses, with stops here and there
,‘,‘ by conditions of food supply and the
f '”‘h & rich feeding ground, suck as may be found
y the A New Jersey coast or In the Chesapeaké Bay,
e wllr remain until driven away by gunners or
[ Weather. Sometimes, if permitted, they will remain
';:j Mevorite Jocality all winter, but this seldom happens,
the Jersey coast duck shooting does not begin
"Bntl October j» well under way, hut from tha
(ol that month to the first of January, varying mc-
| to the peason apd the supply of game, shooting

¥y more or lese good.

m THE BIRDS ARE FOUND
,:&Aﬁlntu seaboard methods of shooting

 kinge of the wild duck iribe—are
- Jn-the early part of The
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while awaiting the dewn, and forgotieh the —eye can make out a )lock of those superb above the decoys. One look iells them of the

ducks at last.

in _your _ half-frozen, acking hands and feet. Here are  waterfowl, canvasback ducks.

They have seen the decoys; mo ﬂuy

Afar of io leeward are dark objects high— haven't—yes they have, and_are.

“tn The air, like siraggling bees hustling along.”
On they come with double the speed of an
express train, rapidly growing larger as they
draw nearer. At last even the inexperienced

Here t 1 canvasback, the succulent redhead, the
fl-ﬂ ﬂ)'lnl bllc head, mu.llu&a and other varieties are

be found in abundance, If anywnere.

Ilt this very variety of blrd- lles the principal reason
why the upper Chesapeake s the Mecea of the man with
the fowling plece and decoys. Then, too, there Is plenty
of room for hundreds of gunnera to engage in the sport at
the same time.

During plentiful seasons, ducks may be had In con-
siderable numbers at othér points along the bay, In the
Ounpnwder Back. Bush, Magdthy, Bevern, Potomae and

Rappahannock rivers, on the western side, and In the
Elk, Bassafras, Chester, Mlles, Choptank and Nanticoke
rivers, Eastern Bay and Tangler Bound, on the Eastern.

Bhore. But the fame of duck shooting In the Chesapeake
reats principally upon the sport to be found about its
headwaters.

Thore the bay is ten or twelve miles across, in shallow,
with flat, vihiy_ shoras, wide estuaries of smooth water,
elu tides and acres upon mcres of its bottom coverad
with the submuirine grasses that ducks love t t
water celery that is so attractive to the can
there in plenty.

Favorite taod nnd the protecilon of spacious, quiet
waters appeal to the wild duck and will lur im to his
doom if anything will. BSuch enticing conditions oxist to

Jlra:ght for-them. How the blood of the hid-
ing hunter bounds at the sight!

A rush of many wings, the swish of swifs-
moving, heavy bodies, and they. pause just

perfection In the upper Chesapeake.

At the beginning of each season Havre de Grace and
vicinity are growded with gunners from New York, Phila-
delphia, Baltimore, W Pittsburg and other
pinces. Bn-u. guides and dmn are often engaged a

¥ i) l

.+ uen the law lfts its protecting hand from the duck-
ing flats es xlgvmhﬁ- 1, :l'ht surrounding waters resem-
ble those about somo big yacht elub,

Craft of mry kmd may be mn anchored alon
shore lines, from the palatisl yacht o
milllonaire to th- hu hg J pungy of the Ir bay.
Often more tha boats are counted, ma

them with large lunl joll, parties of rich men frem

elties,
unners ;'-'tu:u on a ﬂln morning, the sound
n' the

When
g: mn: a mh e_l uut of a

Shooting on thm fiats is done pdnei Iy trom llnh
baxes, which resemble coffins sunk to the level of the
surface and -t:‘rpoﬂcd by plank and canvas w

A wooden float about ten feet long and six feet bmd
eontains in ita-centre a4 box, just large enough to
commodate & man Irln* on hn back. The upper -edges
of the box are flush with the platform. Beyond the plat-

the

‘decepiion, _{mt as they, wheel off in startled
flight there is the triumphant roar-of a gun.

probably, to :Iu m:ond aud as the fnghmlcd
birds skurry out of reach you reload with
trembling fingers and watch the retriever
bring in the silver-back prizes.

extend ta break the wash of the

wings of
IM help sup
l’ &‘l nﬂ}ullr about the box when

It u lllchor grou and a few
decoy c.?n upon lhu wl.nn -nd “tltoﬂn. while

meventy-five or a h mlt-n—ln scattered
to wimulate ducks feed!

ud .loo of greed
L BTy e el g
conclusion thlt a duck PD E nedintely

uet o Immediat
wishes to “butt In.”" He uanet l"t.he nmr it

sce i
e ln the llnkon bul. with a couple of . 10 &oll.u’hlne!
; no ohllds pll!'. thia shooting from a sink.
Hour mu hour, perhaps, the mufnnt les m':.n.hl‘n
ined expec and uncomfortable.
i 1 blowing

hen o
¥®, the man

in Sabrels of

ng
A to ampt
mhgm.uk}f can. 'r‘l.:;n :ihﬂo h:':!?n onds, his attend-
ulde, rows out m his nea sta
up any ducks that hlu fallen. 3 n, .nd .
Upon a day when ducks are pleéntiful, hundred. of

Wild Turkey, - Cooked in Sand Pit, a Feast for Hunters

OTHING in all the warld is better, r-pirnvr- nEsert,
than the Scuth Carolina wild turkey, coocked in
the Bouth Carolina way-Iin a sand pit.

Placed «n the cooking pit at night, and allowed
to vemain until the mext morning—shades of the old
Roman gourmaots, what a feant is there!

It is sald that a wild turkey was once prepared in thia
way for a famous New York fAnancler, who ls known on
two continernts. 'z'e imagined that he had sampled almost
ever thlnc worth while in the line of dellclous cooking.

Hen the primitive cook stove In the sand was un-
covered the next morning,  the financler, it Ia sald, almont
falnted at the savory aroma thai arose from Lhe plt and
rulned an intornationnl appointment on the plen of sudden
fliness lo opder to get another turkey cooked In the same
wa

But everyhody cannot g0 to South Carolina
rides, there are wild turkeys elsewhere. In'oc
the best results, after one of these noble birds has heen
eaptured, an axpcrl glves the follgwing directions to pro-
diice a savory and wsty diah:

“You don't need a sand pit, particularly. Any kind of
earth Ia good enough, though a sandy, light roll Iy the
bul

“It's eimply the primitive oven which the Indians used,
and the Spaniards, and Ahn Engliah, too, In Robin Hood's
time, and which ’Il’l‘lﬂ awn 1o us, no dlnﬂ}l !ny udun

@Sanve from E man of the Stone Mn:
simpleat rhethod of :.ooklng lmnﬁnuhlr

“You dig a hole-anywhere:

If" you are not out in the woods, Then you pllebrithwood
in it and make a big fire,

“On tap of the wood you put a few large flat stones
< As the fire dies down these stones sink with it and finally

T,yuu have a layer of hot embers In the bottom of your pit
"and & layer of hot stones over this.

“(rver thess you put a layer of twigs and leaves. Then

* yon take your wild turkey, wrap him well around with

b have propured

rass and Jeaves, put him on the bed
?. him, then fill in

r him, put ms‘ Jleaves and twigs u

the earth over him, bufld a fire over the place to keep
up the heat, and then you may leave him till morning,

“When you open the pit and uhwrap the bird, you will
have an aroma which will stir the bones of any hungry
ITINR

“An L0 drc-ulnuour turknr you ma
and entralls and the unextable rest of him before you pu
him in the pit, if you want to. It lsn't necelsary, an
thongh to some people the potion of cooking him, viscera
and all, may not seemn ploasing, It really won't hurt the
fMav or (o laava them |

“In the cooking thc entralis lhrlvd up inte n uild
bl which i -is-casy to ramov:

open, and in the same wWay as umcmu tender, th
-JtmhrmmuuM 5
. *¥ou may eav umamummﬂm

“witt-do~

réemove his head.
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HOW, THE BIRD 1S-COOKED -m.so'vi'b;_éuo;m;r

and the 'M.d your turkey
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“point™ m Vblind™
shootor will' lnmt

nmmutolmas mopu
only practicable upon ndrrow
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is also to be had along the coast of the’
Carolinas, as the ducks journey southward from the
Chesapeake. Hundreds are slain In the rice flélds of
South Carolina, where the gunners catch them as they

are similar to those of North-*
grounds atiract many aportsmen
whose appetites have only been whetted by successful
forays North,

Last December the yacht Babylla,-of .lohn F. Beatz,
Jr., took a party of that gentlemen's friends to North
Carolina. They veturned to Philadelphia Yeportiiig the
slaughter of 840 Aucks, geese and brant, besides quantities

., of other wild game.

__Bauthern Joulsiana is sought in winter by hundreds
of thourands. of ducks and m that- make thelyr way
down the Atlantic Coast or Mississipp! river, Many
of these swing westward uﬂr 'l'ml.

ALONG THE “FATHER 0? WATERS"

Splendld sport 18 10 be enjoyed in the eountry lying
below New Orleans and extending westward to «he SBabine
river,

Like the “point” sboounx of the North Is bayou mm-

.

__ning of Loulsinna. Tha gunner does not need to construct

“blinds,” for nature has provided plenty of them; nelther,
as & rule, dJoes he bother with decoys, as the ducks fiy
up and down the passageways usually within reach of
his gun.
All the gunner requires Is a cordurcy suit, stout shoes,
a slovich hat, gun, shells and & boat. Some of tlie streams
are not more than twenty yards wide, hancé the gucks are’
brought close to the gunner,
Hore the cleverest sort of “snap™ shooting is fequired,
u I'Ilc Aucks flash past with terrific speed. A beginner
Il probably have twinty misses to each kill; one more
exp!rt may got a8 bird In six shots,—while iho lnnqmd

or me' ®ITHOUEH not #0 generany
practiced, s from l "nul" boat, the true nature of
which is disgulsed by brush, seaweed or siraw. In this
the gunner steals upon the feeding ducks.

In bayous, where the water.is of sufficlent depth,
canoes and decoys are sometimes employed, the gynner
paddiing behind undergrowth to await the arrival of his
quarry,

Dueks of the Loulsiana bayous, when killed between
the first of December and the middle of February, are In
prime gondition, the fleah being of délightful nutty Aavor.

Drifting down the Mississippl river in a shanty-boat
is a favorite method of following game with Western
gunners. A shanty-boat may bs bought at almost any
price from 10 to_$100. Four or more sportsmen ocoupy
each boat. -

After passing the mouth of ‘the Ohla river the. best
sport begine, Approaching a feeding ground, the gunner
dign u pit on one of the numerous little sandy islands

f & riverside swamp, puts out his decoys in the night
and grawle into the pit to await the morning flight.

-~ THE GAME BECOMING SCARCE

The flight generally contintes for sbout two hours,
during which time the sport is fast and furfous. The
evening flight, lasting trom 4 o'clock until sunset, alsd
afforda good shooting,

Down the river, sometimes for hundreds of miles, the

shanty-boat men will follow the southérn tremd of the
waterfow).
shooting grounde are found at intervala nil the

r from Calro to New Orlea but one of the lnh-tt l:
o

1foot Lake, near Tip}'onv e, Tenn. Here the o
drfowl Ia amasing here Il" ducks, geess and cor-

nnu callui water turkeys; as well as cranes, water

lhﬂ ln Outmr flight duck shooting b?l# in the
thw-u. in upper Da , Minnesota a anitoba.
mm s & favorite mcm Jf the Northwest flight

In this locality decoys wra umed, the sunuer hldl
shote, or in a boat goncenled In the
teal, 'fnmubn n&i..ﬂ"' JR.

co continues nhﬂt tmu-:ur- mﬁn“ t‘h-

ing lnd lboul ame length
l.Inl ﬁtnlﬁu!r 'l‘rnln fesding grou
The sport s to be had at dawn. Just starting for
their full-m grounds, the birds are usually h— . "%
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