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A DEAL ON CHANGE

A TALE OF REVENGE

F——————————

By ROBERT BARR

{Copseight by ibe Am.s
was in the days when drawing-
robms were dark, and filled with
bric-a-brec. The darkness enabled

.+ the haif-blind visitor, coming in
" out of the bright light, to knock over
| graéefully a 3300 vass that had come

t . from Japan (o meet disaster in New

.

s York.,
. "In & corner of the room was seated,
luxurious arm-chalr, &

" had et Her somewhers bafore. 1f he

ere & man moving In artistic circles

. ito

-

F
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_perbaps, remember. that he
her face looking dewn at him

Ed| 1 married B4, and no matter how rick

old muan

B care whether thay call on you or mot?”

too often the central
Journalistic sensation to

hring his young wife home, and not
make a fool of himself. Bo the tru-
at'n;lr. much relieved, came back to
o Ol

: Druce was a taciturn man, even
with his only son. He wondared, at firat,
~that the boy anould have 2o misjudged
as to'muppose that he would ralpe
objections, no matter whom the lad
" wished to marry. He was bewlidered,
“rather than enlightensd, when Ed told
' /Bim he feared opposition because the
was . What difference on

sarth aia ‘gﬂ.muh? Had he not
enough for all? If not, was
"~ Were there not raiiroads to be wrecked,
““atockhold to b& flecced, Wall streel)

' lambs to be shorn? Burely a man mar-
- “bimself, and not to makte

3 Alllance,

- Druce expressed the utmost contempt
 for such a state of things.

- At first Hila had been rather afraid
. of her silent father-in-law, whose very
mame had made hundreds tremble und
. thousands ocurse, but she soon discov-
_®red that the old man actually stood in
L mwe of her, and that his apparert
brusqueness was the mere awkwardness
" he felt when iu her presence. He was
' ‘anxious o please her, and worried him-

for a million dollars in her lap,
with some nervous confusion, asked
ron out, ke & good girl, and buy
something: if that wasn't enough
to call on him for more. The
sprang from her chalr and threw
her grms around his neck, much to the
' old man's embarrassment, who was not
accustomed to such a altuation. Hhe
. Kiased him in spite of himself, allowing
the check to flutter to the floor, the
most valyable bit of paper floating
Sround looss in America that day.
When he reached his office he sur-
L Prised his son. He shook his fist in the
Young fellow's face and sakd sternly:
“If you ever say a cross word to that
L Jittle girvl, T'1l 40 what I've néver done
et I'll thrash you!™
s The young mnan laughed,
“All right father, I'l] deserven thrash-
SNk In that ease
. The old man became aimowt geninl
wnapever he thought of his pretiy
) ter-in-lnw. "My littls girl"” he
Wlways called her. At first Wall street
Smmen saldold Druce was getting into his
Dotage: but when & nip came in “the
! and they found that, as usual,
# man was on the right side
the fence, thay were compelled re-
ptantly to admit, with emptier pock-
that the dotawe had not yei inter-
with the financiul corner of old
® mind.
AR young Mrs, Druce satl disconsolate-
in her drawing-room. the curtains
iad. gently, and her father-in-law en-
Stealthily, as If he were a thier,
indeed he was, and the very
of them. Drues - had amall
pler ,_q eyes that pesred  ocut
h gmay, bushy eyebrows
(ol sparks. He never seemed
ik direetly at any one, and
 pomshow guve you the ideg
; TIFIRE 150 glance over
e fomrnd prremtr
: Ahat old Druce was In con.
" stant terror — of - assassination. while
{ others held that he kbew that the devil
was on his track and would ultimately

~mab him,

L “1 pity _the devil when that day
comes,” young Snesd mald once, when

. some one had made the usual remark

"about Druce. This schosd the genera!
eeling prevalent In Wall street regard-

- the encounter that was admitied by
Bl to Be inevitable

D

any- | first and the second.

_%.w

TN, papa ¢ girl.
r _oould be hhhn..u”...- than
: Thers 1s nothing really the

ol4 man stopped In the middle
noticed

matten”

Then, to pit the truth of her statement
beyend all question, she begun to cory
afrash, ” -
The old man sat ddown beside her, tak-
ing one hand in his own ‘MoneyT™
he asked, - in &n sager whisper that
ssemed -to msay he saw a wolution of the
diffioulty If It were finangial,
“Oh, dgar no! .1 have all the money,

" .
papa. It's nothing much, anyway. The
Missea Bosed won't call on. me; that's
al” }

The ol man knit his brows and
thoughtfully scratched his ochin.

they almost obscured the eyes, a
dangerous Taht med toq:h!tﬂh‘ﬁ
out from ‘them.

“¥ou must mistaken. Gopd. gTa-
clous, I am worth 19 times what old
Boend 18! Not good enough! Why, my
name on r check is™

"It *ian‘'t a question of checks, papa.”
walled the girl, “it's a question of so-
ciety. I was a painter's model before

1 am, soclety wom't have anything to

with me." : .
The. old man absent-mindedly rubbed

is chin, which was a habit he had when

but sour old malds,
haif po pretty sy you.

They . naver wWare
Why should you

“They

came, others would"
“But  society onn't' have anything
against you. Nobody has ever sald a
word against your character, model or
no model.™ 2

The girl shook her head, hopelessly.
“Character dosa not count in society.”
In this statement ‘she was, of course,
absurdly wrong, but she feit bitter at
All the world. Thoss wno know soclety
are well aware that character counts
for everything within its sacrell ' pre-
elnots. Bo the unjust remark uld
not be set down to the discredit of
an Inexperienced girk -

"'l tell you what I'll do,” cried the
old man, brightening up. *T'1l speak to
General 8need tomorrow. I'll arrange
the whale businsss In five minutes.”
“Do you. think. that would do any
good T asked young Mre Druce, du-
blousty.

If they

Bealdoa this, the general had the yepua-
tatlon of being a “square man”™ and
that naturally told agalnst him, for
every one knew that Drugs was uiterly
unscrupulous. But if Druce and Sneed
were known to be together in a deal,
then the fineocial world of New York'
ran for sheller. Therefors, when New
York saw old Druce ocome in with a
stéalthy tread of a two-legged Jeopard,
and glance furtively around the great
room, singling out Sneed with an al-
most imparceptible slde nod, retiring
with him folo & remote corrmar whera
mors ruin had been cancocledl t in
any other spot on earth, anj :.:I‘l
thiere epgerly with him, a husk fell on
the vist assemplage of men, and for
the moment the fisancia' berst of the
nation censed to boeat.. When they saw
Bnesd take out his notebook, nodding
dasent to whataver proposition Druce
was making, a cold svlver ren up the
financial backbone of New fork: the
shiver communioated itseri to the elec-
trie nerve web of the world, and the
storm signals began to fly In the mone-
tary centers of Léndon. Parls, Berlin
and Vienna,

Uncertainty paralyszed the markets of
the earth because two old men wers
holding & whispered conversation with
» myititydle of mén watching them out
of the corners of thelr eyes :

“I'd give half.a million to know what
those two ol fiends are concocting,”
sald John P. Butler, the great wheat
opérator, and he meant it; which goss
to ahow that & man does not really
know what he wants, and would be very
dlsnatisfied if he got it.

“Look here, general” said Druce ]
want you to do me a favor.

“All' right,” replied the general, “I
am - with you"

“It's about my little girl” continued
Druce, rubbing his ,ohin, not knowing
Just how to explain matters in the cold

o e

= u-....v T -

s A St . Wt e il 8%, S i M i

WD

e L
SIRANF ! Al Ly

<

;
f.l L%

“Fetiadoo

financial atmosphere of the pl in
which they found themselves.

“Oh! About Ed's wife,” sald Bneed,
looking Puszsled.
“Yeso. She's fretting her heatt out
because your two girls won't eall on
her. 1 found her crying about it yes-
torday afternoon.” .

- “"Won't call!” cried the general, a
bewildered look coming over his face.
“Haven't they ecalled yel? You mses, 1
don't bother much about “hat sort of

I don't su they mean anything by

tlg girl thinks thewn do, so

.t!um.»tn’:ea "

» 1ittle comprehending
pramising, pulled out his
pencil, looking Inguiringly

Enow. Any timé that ja

“Neither do 1. 'No, they haven't called. |

was semingly making some appeal that
was not responded to. Stocks instantly
webt upa few pointe.

“You msee, Druce, it's like thia* the
general was saying. ‘““The women have
their world, and we have ours. They
are, in & measure’'——

“Are they golng to call? asked Druce
curtly.

“Juat lot me finish what I was about
to say. Women have their rules of con-
duct, and we have'——- ;

“Are they going to call?™ repeatesd
Druce in the same hard tone of volea
The general removed his hat and drew
his handkerchief y his brow and

fdver the hald spot on his head,  He|

wished himmself Ih any place but where
he was, tmwardly ocursing womankind
and all thelr silly dol Bracing u
after the molsture from

4 ba” took on.an expostulatory

tone. ' :
“Ses hers, Druce, hang it dil, don't

“Good?,. You bet IFIl do moedkols

them. 1 suppose women

shove & man Into a corner. ' Bupposs I

amsured the old man that

IR ,#*! : ‘tlf ' ! ‘E""
il _..ﬁ.xi%i“h 2 MEE

.
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The Old Man Stopped When He Noticed That His Daughter-in-Law Was Crying.

Will Seltls the whele thing.—1I'vi*halped
Eneed out of a pinech before now, and
TR A4 T iTe matter 1Tke thatl for me
in no Ume. 1l just have a guiet talk
With the genernl tomorrow, and you'il
wee Bheed carriage at the door next day.
at tha very Iatest.™ He patted her
smooth, white hand affectionutely. “So
don't trouble, little girl, about trifiea,
and whenever you want help, ‘you just
tell tha old man. He knows a thing or
two yot, whether It Is on Wall street or
Fifth avenue,

Bneed was known In New York assthe
general, probably becauss he had abap-
lutely no military experience whatever.
Next to Druce, he had the most power
in tha financial world of America, but
there was o greal distance between the
If 1t came to &
in which the general and ail the
world stood agninst Draoce, the average

know.-all-sbout-thete— My Hittle girt4o-=t | asked you-to m:rwﬂmcr"n::rtmrrtn‘rn‘nrl

home _most all afternopns, [ guess.” . lnot.to. freiabout-irifien do-you-wuppose|

The two men cordlally shook hands,
and the markst instantly collapsed.

It took three days for the financial
situation to recover its tone. Druce hal
not bheen visible. and (WAt was all the
more ominoun. The older operators did
not relax thelr caution, becaune the blow
had pot yeot fallen. They shook their
heads and said the cyclone weuld be ail
the worse when IL eame.

0Old Drues came among them the third
day, and there was a set look about his

lips which students of his eouut-nanu‘

a4 not Tike. The situation was compli-
catad by the evident fact that the gen-
eral wasa trying to Avold him. At last,
however, thin was no longer posaible;
the two men met, and after & word or
two they walked up and down togethor.
Pruce appearsd to be sdying little, and

1 street man would “hmve bet on
against the whols combination.

the firm set of his lips did not relax,
while the general talked rapidly, and

she wouldn't, just because you wanted
her not to? Come, now'™ y >,

Druce's sliente encouraged the gen-
oral to take It for assent.

"“Veary well, then. You'rea bigger man
than I am, and i You eould do nothing
with one young woman anxious to please
you, what do you axpeft me to do with
two old maldas as set Jn their ways aws
the Palisades? It's all dumb nonsense,
anyhow."

Druce remained sllent.. After an irk.
some pause the hapless general thun-
dered on;

“As T sald at first, women have thalr
world and we have ours. Now, Druce,
you're & man of solld common wsanse.
What would you think If Mre Bd were
to come here and insist on your buying
‘Wabash stock when you. wanted to load
up with Lake #hore? Look how ab-
surd that would ba Very wall, then;

much
|your safe?”

_f,

we have no more right to interfere with
the women than they hava (0 interfere
with us” y

“If my Mttle girl wanted the whole
Wabash system I'd buy It for her to-
morrow,” sald Druce, with rising an-
“My! What a slump that would make
in- the market!" cried the general, his
fesling of dlscomfort being momentgrily
overcoms by the magnificencs of P
tion. “However, all this ‘doein't

to make any difference in our
If T can be of uny aasist-

Howaver, In & moment or two he pulled
himpelf together and seemed to shake
trouble. A

nonsense 1 am talking!™ h;

when he had obtained control o
himself, “Wea all need assistanos now
and then, and mone of us knowe Shen
we may need it bddly. In fact, there I8
A Httle deal 1 intended to speak to you
about today, but this confounded busi-
nees drove It out of my head. How
~gesurity “have - you in

“Abou y millions’ worth,” replied
ths .general, brightening up now that
they were off the thin loce

“That will be enojgh for me If we
can make a dloker. Suppose we adjourn
to your office. This is too public &
place for a talk."”

They went out together.

“So there Is no 1l feeling? said the
general, as Druce arose to go with the
socurities in his handbag.

“No. - But we'll stick strietly to busi-
ness after this, and leave social ques-
tions alone. By the way, to -show. that

t three m

with me for 8 blow on the sea? Bup-
pose we say ¥riday. 1 have just tele-
graphed for my yacht, ang she will leave
Newport tonight. Tl lilve some good

champagne on bomnrd.

“l thought sallors Iimagined Friday
was an unplucky day."

My maflors don't. Wil 8 o'clock ba
too early for you? Twantiy-third street
whart."”

The genaral hesitated, Druce was
wonderfully friendly all of & sudden, ans
he knew enough of him to be just a
Firifie sumpiclious. But when he reeol-
Jeoted that Druca himself was golng,
he sald: “Where could a telegram reach
us If It weré necessary to telegraph?
The market is a trifle shaky, and I
don't like being out of town all day.”

“The faot that we are both on the
yacht will steady the market. But we
ean drop in at Long Branch and re-
celve dlapatches, if you think it neces-
sary."

“All right,” sald the general, much re-
Heved. “I'll meet you at Twenty-third
street at § o'clock Friday morning,
then,"”

. Druce's yacht, the Seahound, was a
magnificent steamer, almost us large as
an Atlantlc liner. It was currently be.
Heved in New York that Druce kept her
for the sole purpose of being a to
sstipe In har shotld an exasperated
country ever rise in Its might and de-
mand his blood. It was rumored that
the Beahound was ballasted with bara
of solld gold and provisioned for a two
L Le T T Mr, ler, howewver,
claimed that the tendency of nature wis
to ravert to original conditions, and that
Ffsome fNnes- morning Druce would holst
the black flag. sall away and become »
real pirate. .

The great speculatar, In &  very
nautical suit, was waiting for the gen-
aral when he drove up, and the moment
he came aboard lines were cant off, and
the Beahound steamed slowly down the
bay. The morning was rather thlgt, L
TI'IW"F‘I‘T‘ES‘IIIA 6 oA usly,
came down so dennely that thay had to
stop, while the bell reng-—and -whintie]
blew, They were held. thers untll it
was nearly 11 o'clook; but time passed
quickly, for there were all the morning
paper® to read. neither of the men hav-
fng had an opportunity to look at them
before leaving the eity.

As the fog clearsd away and the en-
gipes -‘began to move, the captain sent
down and asked Mr. Druce If he would
come on deck for a moment. The m
tain was a shrewd man, and Unders
his employer. -

ing ua to stop. Shall we

fnﬁld .l:;mr rubbad his . th:'mt-
¥. ooked over _of

yHoRL HE S € (g i & Dhinet of

I

& hound's. engines c¢ould hardl

there is no (Il feeling, will you come | i

“There's & tug making for us. signal- | o

ihe alr with short, hoarse shefoky of the

whistle,

“Can she overtake us?"'

The captain mmiled. . “Nothing in the
harbor ean overtake ug, sir’™

“Very well. Full steam ahead. Don't
answer the slgnals. You did not happen
to see them, you know."” 1

“Quite so, =ir,” repiied the eaptal
golng forward.

Afthough ‘the motion of %the Seéa-
be felt,
the tug, in apite of all her orts, did
not meem to be galning. When the yacht
put on_her speed the lMttle steamer

ually fall farthar and farther be-

hopeless
chase. K When well out at sea something
went wrong' with the engines, and there
waa a4 second delay of some hours. A
atop Long Branch was therefors out
of the guaation. AT :
“"I“ ulldd :::u m&.m“ unlucky
¥, o e geneéral. . £
It was 8 d'clock that evening Before
off from the

the Beahound stood
Twenty-third strest- wharf.

“I'l have to put you 'ashots In &
small boat” sald Drece. “You won't
mind that, I hope. - Tha. s so.
uncertaln about the engines t he
doesn’t ‘want to g0 noarer shore™

“Oh, 1 don't mind In the least. Geod
night.. T've had & Tovely Gny.” = '

“I'm glad you enjoyed it We will
take another trip .together some time,
when I hope so many things won't hap-
pen a8 happenad today™

The general say that his carriage was
waiting for him, but the waning light
did not permit him to recognize hiw
son until he was up on dry land ence
more. The look on the sof"s face ap-
palled the old man

“My God! John, what has happened?’

r"Everything’s happensd. Whers are
sescurities that were In the safe?™

“Oh, thay're all right,” sald his father,
& feeling of rellef coming over him.
Then the thought flashed through his
mind, how did John know thsy were not
In the safe? Hneed kept a tight rein
on his affairs, and no one but himselr
knew the combination that would open
the safe. -

“How did you know the securjtien
were not Lhers?

“Because I had the safe blown open
at 1 o'cloek today.”

“Blown open! For heaven's sake,

why T d

“Step into the carriage and T tell
you on tha way home. ‘The bottom
dropped out of everythimg. ' _All the
Bneed ptocks went down with a run. We
sent & tur after you, but that old devil
had you tight, If I could have got at
the bonds, I think I could have stopped
the run. The situation might have been
saved up fo 1 o'clock, but after that,
when the wstreet saw we were doing
nothing, all creation couldn't have
stopped it. Where are the bonds?’

“T sold them to Druece.”

““What did you get? Cash?™

"l took his check on the Trust Na-
tional bank."

“Did you cash 1L Did you ecash it
eried the young man. “And If you did,
where |8 the money ™ :

"Druce asked me am a favor not to
prosent the check untll tomorrow,

The young man made a gestures of
despalr,

"The Trust Natlonal went to smash
today a4t 2. We ure paupers, father;
we haven't a cent left out of the wreck.
That chaeck business is so evidently a
fraud that—but what's the yse of talk-
ing? Old Druce has the money, and he
can buy &ll the law he wants in New
Yotk, Oh! I'd llke to have & meven
asconds Interview with him with a
loaded seven-ghooter in my hand! We'd
m?w much the law would do' for him

_ﬁaﬂfnnl.wmm

B = e L A 5 BRId, "We're in
the same business v only this
“thmewe— the hat #nd of the poker.
But he playedq It low down on e,
tending to be friendly and all that” gr:
two men 4ld not speak agadn until the |
earriage drew up at the brownstone
mansion which earller in the day Hneed
would have calléd his own. Sixteen to-
porters were walting for them, but the
old man succeeded in eseaping 10 his
room, leaving John to battis with the

pers wers full of

SWHDADEr men.
Next morning the rn

e. They sald that

had gone in his yacht for a

the netpe of the pan

rl‘ he N Engtand Tﬁ
trip up t ow

deduced from this faot thﬂ..d'im
Iruoce m nat have had & hand

Isnnter; o thing was alWa
1t

were

black smoke, teacing after them, bea
& up & rid m&-m.gi
single mast in mm-um& 3

Druce. 8tiN
heiese inisrad, e D
frank in saying that “h

b ———

wiped out, whatever that m © mean.
The 1 had refused hi to all
the reporters, while young S8need seemed
to be able to do nothing but swear.

Shortly hefore moon General e
who had- not left the housas, recelved a
lettar brought by a messenger.

Ho feverishly torg it open, for he rec-
ognised tho wall-known scrawl of the
great speculater, 4

“Dear Snsed (it ran): You will ges by
the papers that I am off on a eruise, but
they are aan wrong as Lhey usually are
when they spesk of ma. I learn thers
was & bit of & Nutfér In tha market
whild We were away yesterday, and I
am glad to say thit my brokers, who
are sharp men; did me a gobd torn or
two. 1 oftén wonder why these flurries
come, but 1 suppode it is to let A _man
plck up some sound Focks at & "
able rate, If he has the money b e
Perhaps thoy are also sent to
humility to those who might be-
Sreatitos. Bumwd, Nore. SiuE sl wwnt
oreatures, re Ay and ‘gone
tomorrow.  How foolish a thing is

Q"_ And that reminds me that if
two daughters should happen to
—af=l-do on the -uncertainty of —
vighes, T wish you would ask them to
ml:.-jl Mm up those securities in
a ed and given the parcel
to my daughter-in-law,  Bhe hag no idea
what the value of it is, but thinks it a
iittle present from me to your girla, If,
then, they ashould happsn to call, she
will hand it to them: If not, T shall use
the contenis to found a collega for tho
purpose of teaching manners to young
women whose grandfather used (o feed
pigs for a living, as. indeed, my own
srandfather did. Bhould the ladies hap-
pen to like sach other, I think L can put
you on to a deal next weak that will
make up for Friday, I like you, Sneed,
but you have ho head for business
Seek my advice oftener. Ever ura,
DRUCE.

The Bneed girls called on Mre. Edward

Druce.

Harveas.

In Siberia's wilds we sowed, we sowed!

We pluau;l the mped with the goad, the
goad;

With . the rasping knout the season
through

We harrowed it ‘Il and it grew—iy
Erew,

In stricken Fhland we sowed, we
sowed | ¥ -

The flower of fresdom we héwed and
hoed;

We struck 1t down and nourished the
weed

T the woll Is choked with the seed—
the seed.

In anclent Poland we sowed, we sowed!:
Every hope of the human heart we
mowed; 4
With :u.;abmth.n' bones we rotted Lhe
And out of them springe the yleld—the
yleld, )

Before the palace we sowed, we sowedi;
Our fertile seed was the rifie's load:
In womanly flash and fleah &f echild
We wmand the seod runs wild—runs

In crowded cities we sowed, we powed;

We watéred the seed with the biood
which Rowed,

With blood and tefirs we watered It wall,

And behold the harvest of hell—of halll

Defeat and dishonor thorn the path,
Mufder and mutiny, ruln and wrath;
O nations of Earth, the netflles ya sow
In the hearta of u peopls, they grow—
M_m| S _—
.

und Vance ),

-

| —

N ine States. .
Gwm‘. %%m( soma
bulfdings that had collapsed, half fin-

us In Amerios.

“1 once hesrd
srs, who, over & glass of
talked together; like this

“ <Jonas, you mlways have better luck
than me.' AN I

» ‘Better lutk? How so?

“ Why. r:«llh do n:l account for
my row of new houses blowing

® wind, while yours warén't -

lnhll'ﬁ“. mh?llt- the shme=

of ‘two of thess build-
beer, met and

|asme woodwork, same mortar, every.

'24
Mﬂn ﬁ:&

mine had besn pApare
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