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NOW TO MAKE THE PORTAGE ROAD A GREAT SUCCESS.
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er on the u river steamboat project. When | the second important result is that the government, rec-|°
:'reighu “,29:@ years ago, it ;’.,L enormous | 0gnizing what the Ppople have done for themselves, has
unes were made in that traffic, but things are dif-|put the canal project on a continaing contract basis, but
t now when freight rates are so much lower. Be-| Which insures a vigorous prosecution of the work until| B4
es there are no boats on the upper river now and it it is completed. ;
ald be a very difficult job to build them as most of| Ngw we face the new problem. It is that oi upriver
- e material would have to be hauled by rail to upper|boat transportation. According to, thé Oregonjan this
diver points where no conveniences for shipbuilding exist, | is almost impossible of achievement. As & matter of
~ This is precisely the talk that has taken the nerve|fact it is much léss difficult than was the building of the
d heart out of every public movement in Oregon for| portage road and securing the double right of way for
" $he past generation. Few great projects arc of easy|railway and canal. There are uptiver boats already in
Maccomplishment; if they were they would not be great.| commission and if the rates are’ lower than they used
" "'his was realized years ago when the state built the locks | to be the amount of traffic at their disposal is infinitely
8t Oregon City and achieved such momentous results.|greater.-In all that has been said there has beea no
When a railroad just “a ‘mile in”length  was built| reference to the traffic_on the north side of the river.
L Bround the Cascades there was very much of the same|It'now costs 75 cents a ton to transfer from one side to
\&sort of talk that we.now hear among the reactionaries|the other. River freight will'by no means be limited to
96f Portland and Oregon. Everybody who had given the | the lower side of the river and will be quite as ready
~ fnatter 4 moment's study-realized the need of the locks | for shipment from the .other sile .when the outlet is
't the Cascades. In'the course of time the government|secured. It is with this as it is with all other problems.
‘gndertook the task. The work dragged woefully for a| [t is something which the people-t!,_mdvu must face.
ore of years and it looked as though it would never| They have now had' enough experienice to know what
ready for business. Then the little half mile of rail-|they can do when they get seriously to work. The two
L Mway was built around the focks. One result immediately | successful undertakings of the projects at Celilo give
. bollowet ; freight rates were instantly reduced oné half. ample proof of what they can do in .the face of difficulties.
* s another result, somewhat more mysterious, work on| The difficulties that confront us in solving the stgam-
& locks began to be prosecuted with a good deal of | boat problem above Celilo will simply stimulate them to
or, and its feasibility as well as its nead became|greater effort, for that is the new Dregon way of doing
“gelf-cyident in some important quarters which thereto-|things. The steamboat men themselves will sce the great
pte conld not be brought to-believe that it was anything | chance ahead of them for profitable business and they will
“But a hair-brained project. | not Jet it slip. The portage road will do what it was
" But when that great work was done we rested on our | intended to do and the upriver men will do their share.
ars, although there was much more work ahead. The| Mecantime all the public bodies of Porfland now know
oject at Celilo was a greater emterprise, to be sure,|what confronts them. They should get to work. The
it was. caleulated (o bring about correspondingly | chamber of commerce did- great work on the portage
results. Years were wasted in mere talk; many[problem; it should not weary in well doing, but should
s who should have been heartily in favor of the|take hearty hold of the new problem now before the
threw cold ter upon it, like the Oregonian| people of the state and not rest satisfied until every-
, \There ‘were reports and reports made | thing possible has been done to make of the enterprise
as though the way was clear, af |as a whole an ungualified success. This is a matter
' reports, to get the enterprise in mo-|'which should appeal to that body with peculiar force
and in conjunction with other interested people and sec-
tions the problem will soon be solved. Many people
fail to realie that Oregon has entered upon a new era.
It has long tried the plan of waiting upon other people
to do for them those things which were necessary for
the development of the state's resources; the plan did
not work very well as is evidenced by the backward
condition in which things are found in nuni', directions.
The new plan is to do many of these things for ourselves
and in so doing force others to do their duty. The plan
h : is an infinitely better one and already Oregon
a the federal government a right of way | to feel ity rejuvenating influence. Of all public enter-
 the camal, which had already received|prises ever undertaken this with Celilo as a base is the
‘ 3 gineers. In cer-| most important not only in its immediate effect, but in
its remote consequences. Its consummation means that
| the state will no longer be at the mercy of privately
' transportation agency or group or com tion of
that the first time the state will be in a
posi to reap the advantages of a natural water haul
and the rates which should go with it !

;’ q 8§ USUAL the Oregonian secks to throw cold wa-|be ready for business in the course of a couple of months;
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“The Manual
Antiquities,” by Bojesen; an old work,
‘very valuable in its informationt
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necessary extensions, but absolutely to encourage rival
) . roads and rival termini, And local ‘people cannot build

! HE SENTIMENT in favor of public ownership|their roads because, for one thing, they have not enough

ol of rdilroads is undoubtedly increasing, and prin- | capital at command, and also because such roads so
cipally because of the policy being pursued, in built would be at the mercy of the big ones, that could

party of the country and in different ways, by|embarrass, cripple and ruin them. And the longer this

o -
'E: : emaelv policy is persisted in the more naturally and readily and - 2
psheotas 6 g strongly do the people’s thoughts turn to public owner- Lore‘on Sldellghtil .
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. _In the first place, the people arc justly suspicious of | Stn '
©  these great combinations, consolidations and merlerl; ship as the only means of relief,
. . gesulting in the practical ownership and management o SE————— vt ;
L. all the ‘principal railroads of the country by a small AFTER THE WAR, WHAT? Fourth of July talk already.

8 & p of New York multi-millionaires. These men arc| ({ HE POWERS,” that sweeping term supposed| ... . " .
4 m to abuse their power; indeed, they have abused te embrace a consensus of international ——
= . mnd. are abusing lhedi: power r;“i n:;imu w;yl. They thought, are ::“ rquy for lb: new Jsiuu- No more raln-prayers for awhile.
* hive becgme too audacious and insolent and too neg-|tion Japan forces upon them. right of arms Ja
" lectiul of' the interests of the people, whose servants|is .13“‘:1, master of the orient. ,Ruuia has umdp::.: Pendigton creamery will open April 1.
- rather than whose masters they should be. be any greater factor than sister nations will wheéfi'the| New snow in the mountains looks
' ',,lﬁ.Wheo;ailn. for inst;::c. the late gov;mar, n?w final adjustment comrs.dMan'::huriaf i; ablj::;n;se con- | good. -
senator, La Follette, has n striving and fighting for| quest, with an excessive drenching of the that wins
years to compel the railroads to pay a fair and just|territory. Harbin is helpless, while Viadivostok is mere- .mr:umuu active and sawmills
proportion of taxes, and to become otherwise amenable|ly an arithmetical proposition, Unless “The Powers” -
to the laws, and when finally La Follette and the people| act quickly, bringing Russia to, the peace trough for a| Albany Is the hub of the walley,
triumphed and got a legislature that the railroads could | deep draught of humiliation, final negotiations will find alleges the Democrat. tous, L3
not control, they announced that in revenge they would | the bear far from the Pdeific. Then, suppose Japan as | petacads expects soveral big new in- ‘?'&.wuu h"'.‘.‘."...."“’u"'&"" naly
do no more railroad building in that state, nor, they|serted a common prerogative of victory and held con-| dustrial enterprizes in the near future. m.’:,f ..g_mpnmx last night, with its
meant if they did not say, permit any to be done, Now| quered Russian territory, surrendering Manchuria to tribute to the work of the Irish hz buiid-

Wisconsin. is not a vc?old state and its resources are| China as pledged, with Port Arthur retained as a sen- mﬁﬂ.mwn."?&wt:em: ing “%“&?'inwog'm m

not yet fully developed. It needs more railroads, and|tinel against encroachment, what would “The Powers"|in the state, -
must have them. And when the railroad magnates, who|do? ufr.o be sure a cdptious eritic migh
Muld themselves above the law, begin to live up to the In the crisis forced by financiers the past week there| , Ioes ‘;.“‘“‘ o P s Ty eet ; s speech  was
dog-in-the-manger policy and say that they will neither|seems to be evidence of more than a usurer’s bargain llm“ltontr::in:m l: t-un:orm
build necessary roads or extemsions of roads, nor per-| with Russia. Europe is faintly suspected of hastening| industry of the county, says the East
mit them to be built, it 1s cnliﬁcly.kmturil loll; the people| peace to forestall the deep tangle that might result|Oregonisn
to say: “Well, then, we will take over the railroads|later, for it is clear that the world is not prepared for O 3
ourselves. We certainly have some rights that are en-|the issue of Japanese mastery of Asia's entire north o:::nm(.:"l't‘y g;;:m: om;:ﬂng:{
titled to consideration. Who are these dozen malti-mil-| Pacific coast. That would be am earthquake in the|had part of her house painted lust week, s
lionaires of New York, who under a New Jersey law|oriental situation. Caucasian solicitude there has been|- - + Eilmer Dixon gave his fence a
can do or not do whatever they please in the great state| over equable division of spheres of influence among SOV SN0 Wy S SN
of Wisconsin; can refuse to pay taxes, can make what-| white nations. Treaties and commereial projects have| McMinnville News-Reporter: Every
ever rates ‘they please, can build up one city and ruin|assumed inertia beyond any possible stage of considera-|nook and corner on most of the farma is | °0
another at will—who, in brief, assume to be the masters|tion throughout the orient. These dreams of unop- au;:fln?l:‘""h? wh,ﬁ:mhmg'
of a million people? Why should we allow this? Why | posed conquest have been rudely disturbed by the Jap-|ing straight wire foncas inatend of the
should 'we not take these great public utilities ourselves|anese Bozarius. Profound considerations of the past for | crooked rail fences of ploneer days.
and have them operated under the people’s authority and| proper balancing of German, English, French and Rus- ’
in. their interest, instead of by and for this little cligue|sian concessions must suddenly take the form of ques- .,m‘ :!&ml:mh:: '&'.":,:',; h
of New York multi-millionaires?” tions whether a new power is to have the foothold that|over 14 feet in diameter at the butt Jog,
This is. the thought that the railroad magnates and | indicates absolute mastery. + | and sound aa a nut. This monarch of
managers themselves have bred and nourished, by their Diplomacy, if dealing with the new. problems, is ;:ﬁ.:o?:ft u‘:cmmg:l II““ .;:: .;:
overbeiring acts, in the minds of millions of people. Pub-| secretive yet, and gives to the public no intimation of| could not bs converted I:t.: ‘lu:hr
lic ownership of the country's railways is a very serious | the future alignment. England is Japan's close ally, and | without the logs from it were blasted
B omatter.. It is a big proposition. It cannot be under-| it would be constrained to witness the new oriental power ' SQUARS DBAL IN OFERATION.
taken thoughtlessly or rashly or without urgent rea-|reaping a copious harvest from its struggle before in- Corres : R
sons. Bt just so surely as the railroad men persist in | tervening. France is near Russia, which meins that her|c I’.: From the Baker City m.':.
imposing upon and defying the will of the people and| éourse will be with a strong bias for whatever will com- J;:"'gj.':". 2“:3"'-;1?“"&% %v-?
in being unreasonable with regard to rates, taxes and|fort the wounded bear, rather than repression of Japan's - ington and New York om business but
needed extensions and development, just so surely will| new-born strength, Germany coquettes with the field, e
this public ownership sentiment grow, and swell, and|but has an ardent oriental policy that would compel grave | he
; become irresistible. And let not the Rockefellers and|consideration of Japan. America is more happily sit- his lsutern. ., , .
(8 Harrimans and Hills and.Goulds imagine that the people| yated and would doubtless grasp a Japanese hand in .,.,,._...,';.":,’;‘,'.',f",,’.‘,‘,’,,"‘"‘.“’
3 cannot take the roads. The people can do whatever| eastern Siberian development as quickly as the beat's
b & they want to do. And if courts stand in their way they| paw. ' {® !
will put new men on the benches, that will do their will The situation is yet beclouded and forecasts are pre- ;::-mwlm. Wo'll g0 cabooty with
; We of the far west realize the great benefit the rail- | mature unless the scer indulging the same has an inti- > .
5 roads have been to this part of the country. We know | mate knowledge of what Japan wants, Japan has de-| Wasco News: We foal that &n apol-
: that the Pacific northwest could not have been developed | monstrated marvelons strength and might have the cards| %Y 1s due one of our old wubseribers and
L atall, or but wvery slightly, without them. We appre-|to defeat a larger contestant than has just played to
= ciate the fact also that they are at present doing much| lose. Another consideration is her progressiveness,
i to induce immigration and to develop the resources and| The occident wants free commerce in the orient and this| {
L increase the wealth of this state and region. Yet they| Japan has beer foremost in encouraging. Under her
" bave fallen and are still falling far short of doing what| regime development of eastern Sibetia would be at a
{* they should have done and should do. Year after year|swifter pace and on more intelligent lines than with
- ! without roads being built to Tillamook, to Coos|the Shav. - ’ :
. Bay, through central Oregon, up the Clearwater valley, All this the world has to ponder over, if the war goes
L0 ‘The railfoad system of which the Columbia and Willam-[on a few more weeks, when new conditions and plahs
valleyy are the western arteries and Portland the | will have to recognized and new readjustments perhaps

secme dispoted Dot oaly mot to make these|made. .
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