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‘when the public was suddenly informed that a mecting

. 1 <1 tb the construction company for extras had been allowed
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could not have gone to the newspapers and the Ore-

: time a
%mmm.ﬂumum lodged in the river,
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A DOUBLE EXTRA FOR THE CONSTRUCTION
o - COMPANY.

T 18 QUIETLY RUMORED that it is now proposed

to relieve the Pacific Construction® company of the

¥ %4000 in penalties incurred through delays in com-

pleting the Morrison street bridge within the time fixed

by the contract. It is also said that.it. will b;.relieved of

the necessity of removing the old bridge piers in the

river channel at each side of ‘the draw. ;

Taking all things into consideration, the Pacific Con-
struction coinpany has done very well for jtself in build-
ing the Morrison street bridge.- It was aliowed a mass

 of extras which were highly profitable and it was not
_submitted to the indignity of being obliged to compete
with other bidders in price, It is currently reported, in-
deed it has the backing of expert authority, that it had a
. very fat thing out of these extras. , have been in-
véstigations and investigations and the sum total of them
“all were that these extras were not actually required, that
under the charter they could not have been inserted with-
~out competition and the profit in them was sufficiently
to satisfy even the cravings of the construction com-

pany.
a time,

the matter was nllcyud to blow over for

'Mbemhdduﬁkh&ebuﬁendoiwhtmmhl
t of it: There was still

is searcely conceivable that such a pro will be
d out but such strange things have happened thal
g8 are sometimes done almost

1 : 3

y. Th
sé of that outecome and the company has
to congratulate itself that payment of the extras
' ined, as it should have been, until the
©of these eXtras was probed to the very bottom

1 N m e -
Admitting that the state should pay for any. news-
for the members of the legisiature, it’ is certain
priee ' should be no greater than that
private pays. Why, for instance,
the Telegram charge 10 cents a week for its paper
2

Fe

week and throw.in & chromo besjdes

subscribers, and charge the state 30 cents

he same service, thus cheating the state ont

: the Oregonian charge $90

.only too glad to furnish papers to

subscribers for? The

the principle is precisely

iticises graft in one direc-

“tion it should at least be able to show that its own skirts
‘ are clear,

All of the country papers, it begins to appear, did not
get the benefit of the graft. rs were forwarded
to 2 man named. Burghardt st Salem who is a news
dealer and at the same time agent for the Portland Ore-
gonian and Telegram. Some of these papers were billed
to him at 134 ¢ents a copy and some of them at 24 cents,
but they went into the state at § cents a copy and that
was the price allowed. In suth cases the graft involved

§

gs

gomian representative at Salem must have enjoyed the
benefit of the money which aecrued,

Back of all this is the broad principle that the public
has a right to demand and should receive the same
service for the same money as a private individual would
demand onder the same circumstances. . There' is graft
and graft, some of it so huge that from its very size it
commands a certain degree of consideration if not re-
spect but the petty larceny grafter, the man or institu-
tion which squeczes 2'4 cents a copy more than is
ordinarily asked by a newspaper, is entitled to a place
of his own in the pnblic estimation and it cannot be a
very high one. Isn't it time that the petty larceny
grafter was receiving some attention and what befter
time could there be than right now? The newspapers as
a rule are critical of public servants. They must be to do
their duty. But while doimg it they must not permit
themselves to rest under the stigma of being grafters
themselves. If any of them charged the state their reg-
ular subseription rate and if that rate was raised for the
benefit of some grafter at Salem they should, for their
own sakes, make it plain to the public, otherwise their
future criticisms will not be received with either the
good grace or the consideration they might otherwis

[ the
then| und Feport upon matters of assessment, of taxation of

1!“

deserve, :

PLEASED WITH THE PAPER. -

QOD RIVER, Or, March 6.—To the Editor
oz The Journal—] write to let you know
. that your paper is the best paper in this
state; it is the paper T have long been looking for.
1 like to read about Russia for Finnland was the land
of my birth some 58 years ago. ‘$deft Finnland when
17 years of age to sail the seas and have been pretty
much all over the world. T arrived in California in
1860 and came to Oregon in 1876, and have beeh in
Hood River 24 years. Russia has seen its :;u dlﬁ
and we wait until spring opens, krowing what wi
happen. J. P, HILLSTROM.

Very few ncwspapers anywhere receive fiore evidence
of the appreciation and confidence of its readers than
does The Journal, Everyone of them tells much the
same story in one respect, that it fills a need which ex-
isted before its-coming and that it has and is rendering a
service to the city and state which is highly appreciated.
1t has been a noteworthy fact in the history of The Jour-
nal that the first and strongest evidence of appreciation
came to it from ontside of sPortland. From the very
first there was a hearty response from the country dis-
tricts and the smaller towns of the state. The people

=
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have, pesce.

m"u no ocoward
baok -to Russia.

peaple
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there scemed to reulize at once the objects aimed at and| . °

the good which must necessarily follow the line df policy

indicated by the newspaper itself. For many months the | vides
divided

circulation of the paper was equally between the
city and country, the growth there keeping pace with the
growth here. First impressions of the paper were
sttengthened by its subsequent course, by its evident
purpose to carry out the promises which it had made and
nowhere has it stoater friénds or more loyal sapporters
than in the smaller towns and country districts of Ore-
gon and Washington. Of course much more than half
of the entire cifculation is now~foand in Portland. Here
is the bulk of the miost casily reached | and this
is the natural outcome when the paper bas become thor-
oughly established. There is one obvious lesson to be
drawn from this state of facts, however, which is that the
people of the country were riper than the people of the
city for the reforms to which . The Journal has
pression and the evidence of that will sapn be ma
the

rent.

”Our Heood River friend should make a note of
that they are having an early spring in Manchuria
well as in Oregon, or if they haven't they are epti
whatever weather kave as spring weather and mak-
ing the best of it. c Japancae were never so active as
they are now and the way they are doing things to Kuro-
patkin would seem to indicate that decisive results are
not far off and the wishes of our correspondent would
thus be realized. ,

ey ,
SUPERIOR MEN FOR THE TAX BOARD.

FoaAr has 53 Bunaayw in which
can be good. . .

NE OF THE MOST, and in a sense the most ‘im<| perds.

| portant ‘duty, that now devolves upon the gov-
ernor, secretary of state and state treasurer, is
selectiomof a board of Eommissioners to examine

,-collection of revenoes and taxes and to frame
on that subject for submission to the legisliture
at its next session. The board is grinted ample powers
to go to the very heart of the question, to summon in-
dividuals or representatives of corporations before it, to
examine them under oath and fo call for books and
papers that may shed light upon the matter under in-
vestigation, It will be seen that the provisions of the
law are sufficiently radical to give a qualified and honest
board the opportumity to get to the very root of things
so that they may be able to present to the legislature a
code that for the first time will get this important ques-
tion upon an approximstely scientific and equitable basis.

It is 20 yesrs since a similar opportunity was presented
to the people. In the meantime and long before that
they suffered under conditions which everybody acknow!-
edges are inequitable. The burdens of taxation have
fallen with disproportioned weight upon the people least
able to bear them, while property has in many
directions entirely escaped faxation. To go into the

mmm-.umn« York
for 76 cmts & y

Work om Tillumook waterworks : will
be commenced this v

“T'he ralltoad subsidy will be ralsed.”
says the Tillamook t:

question as it should be gobe into and to collate and|coming

present the result of these labors in a manner that will
not only meet with legislative approval, but which will

pass -the gauntlet of the courts and appeal to the intel-|’

ligence and sense of fairness of the people themselves, is
a task which will eall for upusual qualifications. There
will be nteded not only a high order of specialized in-
formation, but it must be backed by practical experiefice.
Men who are recognized as specialists in this branch of
knowledge are required but they must be something
more than that. They should have the backbone to re-
sist any undue, pressure which is brought to bear upon
them coupled with the intelligence to defend and uphold
the positions which they assume. They should be men
of L ponsibility and character, above suspicion of self-
seeking or representing any special interests, and the re-
sult of their work would demonstrate that fact.

Men of this stamp are unusual men, but they can be
found. 1f they are named on the board, the result which
they will produce will very likely meet expectation and
afford the reliefl which has so long been sought. 1f men
of any-othier description are appointed to the board, the

resilt of the work may be predicted now, just as well [ becams

#s s year hence, for it canmot fail to be wnsatisfactory
and the cost of it will be just that much money literslly
thrown away. The Journal, for the sake of the whole
people, hopes_ to see a board appoimted that will
meet the requirements.

.~

——

CEANCUE TOR ANOTEER GUNSE.
Prom the Washington Post.

COrop of Oldest Indabitanis.
From the Philadelphia Record.
No doubt the present

From the __(.'Mu.n Journsl,

winter Willl 0 \ote years the number of writers

fully from
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recently en-
gaged as nurse a Beotch girl just coms
to this country.
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produce a large crop of “ocldest Inhabi-
tants” who will expatiate for the ben-
efit of the generations (0 come on the

A friend of mine, who went to pay
_bill not long #ince at & fashionable
da Botel,” sald T. . Converse, “was'

LaReview men, accordiog to the ‘Her-
ald, went fishing #ight miles from that

among the Cherokesa hans -
greatly In
town, out h'"u the ice and m“ is very

are historiane n the

iribe whose works are used as temt. warm and Sufiny oanyons, 1o nip the

n & wtatement which showed him in-
o the house (o the extent of

been Lthers omly four days,

ad few sxtras, he thought it a

¢ Bisep, But he never Minched. Open-
up & fat roll, he extended a huge
of ihe eashier, with the

o
remark: &. again, I've got more
money than "

peverity of the cold, the heavy snows,
and the ox roasts which used to take
place on the ijce of the Trosen -rivers
in the time when they ware boys. Na-
ture has taken eire that the fashion of
talking about old-fashioned winters
ehall not go out of fashion.

Led Is Qualified.

“Ten, my boy's got a position in & bank
and he's going to be president of that in-
stitution some duy.”

“Bright, s’

“"Well, wir, he oan sign his name so that
no one can possibly make out the signa-
tare.”

The Oommon Oompiaint.
“Thers would be fewar psople howling
about graft” remarked the congressman
from Mudlick Bprings. “1f*—-
“If what™' asked the dignified penator

from Utalahoma.
“f "It more peopla had beéa getting a

whack et the prooseds.”

banks In Lbe Indian schools, and whe
are cited as authorities not (o be dls-
puted. There are nlso Indians whe
have writion codea of law which before
being put In permanent form bad been
handed down from generation 1o
eration. The Indigns today obey thewe
laws with a greater revere than
they do the laws of the United States
There are Indlan novellsts ~— novelists
who devols their time to entertaining
the Indian mind with romance with
entangled plots and blood - curdling cli-
maxes. Those booka are lar

the Indians. Edition a edifion of
sopwe works s and lhog are
resd by bDock and squaw allks. |

Hard Bither Way.
“Sometinfes ‘I wish,” sl the vary
Inny man, “that T liked to work, so it
wouldn't be so " me when
1 was compelled to do sa. And then [
rtlotlmmnt that ‘maybe If T liked it

in eatching about 240 fine mountaln
trout, the largest one being aboat 1§
Inchep long. They used spawn for bait
and say that the holes in the oreek are
full of fish, they catohing 04 out of one

wmall hole.

old, who s rumming the
In father's abssnce. Ha

prasent putt
siat Tenoe, T

would Be at it all the time, and I
can't bear the thought.

-

on the siats all
eran at the

i

H

!E

i

tender spiigan of grams that are spring-
ing up on the npum) beds, :

1‘ People Doaide.

From North Yambill Record,

© The referendum will be invoked by a
non-partisap movemefilt to usde “what
was dome by n mtriotly partisan |




