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A NEW ERA FOR PORTLAND.

¥ HE OUTLOOK for Poftland, mentally, morally
anil physically, was never so good as it is ¥oday.
! A moyement which reaches all quarters of the
Loty and all classes and condifions ‘of people, a movement
s0 _broad and far-reaching that none can lase its sig-
mificance, is in progress. It is not one of those purely
. theoretical ‘movements which dissipate themselves in talk
"but something which has seized the very heart and in-
| aelligence of the people who are diligently secking
. ways and means to reach desired and mecessary ends. A
féw years ago when the public keenly felt an imposition
¢ they would meet, indignantly talk and pass adequaté
But now
- they .not only mect and tdlk and pass resolutions but
_thiyiack Take as ufi-illustration the bridge draw ques-
siond'which is now up for consideratien. ‘A few years
'3} aga’ exactly the same agitation was in progress and
5 evesything was done up to the point of acting. There
"% the movement fell short and there it ultimately died.
4 But this year it is taken hold of with different heart and
" spitit. Men are not only ready to talk and pass resolu-
% tions but they are ready to stand up and -demand what
they believe to be their rights and take the steps neces-
sary to secure them. This illustrates precisely the spirit
of the newgr Portland.
1 We used fo have here a civic improvement league; it
L' did mych good work but most of it was done practically
oW in defiance of such public’ opinion as-found exprgssion
| from the prominent men of the city. Now the ¢hamber
% of commerce ranges itself back of.the movement, it has
' taken’ up’in ‘the most practical way, eve
is willing to do his

about the mﬁ results -and the ends
eauty and cleanlisess of the city, will both

foundatioh &f pivic pride, the

tich Portland used to lack. < It

4 mew era in our history and it means

D/ Q'T combined in achieving the

1 ] nature itself bas markéd oiit for Portland,
~ Nevérthelesa we note some signs Of the reactionary
“epirit. In the conrse of a public address delivered last
ht before the Men's Social club of the Taylor Street
church, Mr. W. D, Fenton took occasion to de-

: officials from the unjust attacks which were
wee d apheld the doctrine that they were
' 'no better and no worse than the people who eclected

If this.were if the very worst men elected to

tai ¢re for that matier, were no

thas the people who elegted them,. then the out-
for

would Be dreary and hopeless be-
tinctly untrwe.  Hereto-
which have prevailed elec-

ut it ds

but to thwart the popular will, to get men
‘the behest of the machine no matter

ter to the public will or conscience,
ipalation of primaries and conventions
practically helpless.: Usually the con-

but a choice of evils, 1f they voted at}

| for somie men who in no sense repre-
As 8 matter of fiact, therefore, while nom-
_inally we were living ina fepublic we were actually ruled
by an oligarchy whost interests were inimical .to the
: le.. The starting. point of the change in Portland
with ' the city charter. t gave the people a
=, chance to govern themselves and to directly pass upon

- “whatever mﬁdmu were proposed to that instru-
i ment.' Then followed the initiative and referenidum
*  _ throtglt which they could not ohly initiate laws but patss)
* upon the work of|the legislature itself, thus increasing
the responsibility of that body to the péople by exercis-
ing a popular vYeto right upon its work, Now comes the

i\ . direct primary Jaw under which the peoplé as a whole

., # have an opportunity to designate the men for whom they
{ wish to.vote. . With'these instrumentalities in their hands
_they possess tremendous weapons of defense. I1f they
- fail to use them the strictures passed upon them by

Judge Fenton will then be justified as they are not now

justified. It is undoubtedly true that the peoplé them- "

selyes have Been to blame bt conditions were such for

, 50 many years that the outlook seemed hbpeless. 1n look-
ing back at it now the only wonder is not that so'many
bad men have been elected to office but that any good

~ Tones could have been. There is a wholesome streak of
honesty in the American people ‘and that is the saving
grace. With a properly exercised franchige no bad or
dishonest man will hereafter get into pifice ucépt 'by

% mustake and he never will be retained there. But this is
only possible while the people themselves hold the power
in their own hands and exert it in their own interests as
they now have a chance to do.

GENERAL BEEBE AND COUNCILMAN FLEGEL.

1E_INTIMATION of Councilman Flegel to Po-
lice Commissioner Beebe that it was. a waste ‘6
time -to report policawderelictions to the police
board, for no attention would be paid to them, consti-
tutes as grave and serious a tharge as could be made
against a public body by a man in every way responsible.
1T nojattention is paid to such charges, if the police board
will ‘givg no heed to Teported infractions of the law, if
it can be publicy stated that the chief.of police himself
has visited saloons after ‘hours without himself taking
any cognizance of the violations of lawand if a publie
official of this city makés the public statement that he
1 knew the police board would do nothing in the prem-
ises, then he puts upon that body an imputation goder
which it cannot tamely rest. -
The head and frontsof the police board is G eral
Beebe, & mdn of culture and refinement, reputed by .his

rybody | and since the senate shows a disposition to delay an

y bit of political astuteness was exerted|
‘word, He will do, what e, ¢an in~four years and leave| -

cessor who will carry on the work, and in the meantime

|ty eonception 'of his |
wéter which a man must cigher lose or’ligé pp to. 1t will
not do to exercise these gualities in private life and re-
litions and apply a different standard of l!l_buﬂt and
conduct to the public duties which he has willingly as-
sumed and swordi-to faithfully discharge. We ‘do- not
say that he Jas hot squired his official gonduct byithe
rule which ‘gaides him in the transaction of his private
affairs but ye do say that for his own sake, for the sake
of the police board and the department he cannot )
quietly nnder the impuotatiod which in the public
the words of the ¢ouncilman cast upon him,
there made a distanct issue on s¢ ians of :

it. dn all seriousness

it would be idle to attempt to de !

and in all eandor The Journal wishes to_say that General

Beebe for his own sake and the sake of the board of

which be is the head canniot afford to allow it to pass
unresented, ynrebuked but.above all usigvestigated.
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A PREMATURE SUGGESTION. 1-

MMEDIATELY after learning of his election on No-

I vémber 8 las Prn‘Hqt Roasevelt issued a state-
'ment in which he said: * ‘. a

“On the fourth of next Match I shall haveserved three
and one half years, and this three and one half years
constitutes my first term. The wise custom which limits
the president to two terms r lhq-mudm
the form. Uudnnoe;mm will T be a candidate
for or accept another ok -

But since the railroad and Standard Oil and beef trust
cases have come to the front and become paramoun
hinder any reforms, it is already urfed by some news-
papers that the four-year term upon which the president
will soon enter will be too short for him to finish up the
work which he is appavently undertaking, and that cir-
cumstances may be such that the people will demand that
the president continue in office for another term.

The St. Paul Dispatch voices this sentiment. It says, |
what every one sees, that the difficulty of carrying out
demanded reforms rests in the senate, "the citadel qf
privilege, dbminated by the selected and elected candi-
dates of railway systems.” The semate will do little, and
that but slowly. “It dawdles with hearings. Thg cor-

ridors are thronged with lobbyists. No one expects that
whien it acts' it will do more than eviscerate the house
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?blit iduties. ‘gl‘*ht is a char-

the Mormon o

m l‘.:-! belonging to the

bill. The senate is hostile to the president. But he in| guje

not the man to back down or surrepder.” The senate's
action, ‘or refusal to act, the Dispatch concludes, “will
force a recall “of the announcement of last November.
The recall will come from the people. They.will insist
that Roosevelt complete what he undertook in théir be-
hali. And he will consent. He cannot do clse. The
country cannot permit him to do else. It cannot admit
that the genate is the government &nd that any interest,
by dominating the $enate, can be the government.”

Possibly, but we think the president will keep his)
the work to his stccessor, The people can find a suc-
can retire a few of the trust semators and clect men
like La Follette and Van Sant in their’ places.

ALTIMORE, that a little over & year ago sui-

B firés ever kmown in this country, has alréady ad-
vanced far in the work o: ifmn th __ansdnhlbi!m-‘
tion, gnd in doing so is bu g up, in several respects,
bcutr"’!hn :‘:{ore. for alt one of the oldest of
A cities, residents of ‘the Mound City who are
at .
not only Id but can have ?.flr better city thag they
have had hitherto. .~ With this oliject in view aglarge
number of citizens' have held a meeting and formed a
mupicipal league, on a basis of membership and -

: v as broad as the cily itself. All gections and
classes were represented, and a ‘genéral committee of
100 members is to be appointed to prepare details of the
wack, a0, executive committee of nine having \heu‘u-

Whilk imgrovement from*A purely material or busi-
ness aspect is 'one of the main objects of the league, it
will interest itself also in'civic reform and good city
government, and in' the moral as well as industrial and
comméfeml welfare of the city, and to these ends will
take an agtive part in Jocal politics or government, as

the following objects set forth in the wmtiwq M

league show: L O e
';feim—'l'he putpose of this organization shall be
to assist in securing for ‘the city of Baltimare ah,.]

_efficient and honest government, the nomination’ and
election of efficient and honest city officers, ‘ifre-
spective of party affiliations, . o O

Second-+With the view of carrying oht the §bove *
object, the association shall assume’ the duty of
investighting and reporting vpon the charact® snd
records of the nominees of any party for agy mu-
nicipal office for which mames may be suggestéd,

and to give the result of its iuvutipgjop that titt';j

public may vote intelligently. ! i
'I‘hird—“o aid in the inyestigation and determiga-
tion of all muonicipal questions of importlneg‘o the;
citizens of ‘Baltimore as such questions may from
time to time arise. ok |
Fourth—To increase the number of  efficient
agencies designed to discover and correct abuses in
municipal uffairs; to stimulate the interest of the
citizens in such affairs, and to secure the utmost
practicable separation of municipal .questions from
state and national issues. gL
Such a 'league, co-operating harmoniously and real-
ously, cannot fail to accomplish a great.deal of good in
any Adarge "¢ity. ™It 4s the best possible antidote to the

1

irjends 1o be 2 man of high ideals. strict integrity n

— e i

poison dealt out to municipalities by political machines.
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“BALTIMORE'S MUNICIPAL. LEAGUR.' |}

fered ome of the greatest and most destructive| g,

conservative and progressive, perchive that they |,

mnrﬁm:
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berry Is celebrated throughout the coun-
try. Last year there wers 136 carioads
shipped, which contained $7,000 crates
of 24 pounds-each, or a total of over
2,000,000 boxes. If all of the school

i%0

for %
These bales of hops confain 18 eu

. and all of these nopa, If placed in

hw fill a bullding the sise
of . the of Commarce. o Are
| {03 that an avemge of one n
dkw;;n;l‘rm,ulumu 1 of
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fof o very mon
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sen thp
Interesting In o way, 3
An English ‘mother observing her
would say that satonine powders were
wanted
farmers, and

what she Mind, w one
slstery receive n

cation only, nothing else)—the boys at
the public lyces, the giria at a' schopl
copducted by some religious aister-
hood.

An English girl of 11 years of age,
like Felice, would be sent to bed at, say,
# o'clocki Felice and her type, and hér
younger sisters, sit down to dinner at
§:30_ p. m., ahd stay up until 11, or
later,. lintening to the conversation of

ehfldren.

ihy thelr Intellects™
menting u sub-
jects that would never h“lu‘v::h n
an ish family at the dinner fable
such as murderh, crimes,
“uch as mo
ring man would
ly table in the hearing o
ren without haylng his wife hurl the
family tea pet at his head,
' PFelice retu home from mschool at
4:30, and usoally has two. or three
hours' " to do four nights
out of sizx. During these lessons she and
e sgpe o B e g S Ras i B
po or ; ea a
new bread thickly plastéred with con-
fiture of some kind, finlshing with
is to give

- They are expagatng

| listening to and

§

" Pelio's nfother tells her to go npstalrs
‘Jeanne the bonne is there,

.“-.; throws it od
! ) s At
' ..l&"' Léur Mm’u-

Bhe goes

pereams

awer: ao dopr, with a

violent stamps yell
;S

bang, and.

At 11:30 p. .. tha
want & lttle t
and

landing.
'"-fh- !hn_l:hs_moutﬂ. :

eating 1s paleaful, though|,

“|iry's history, and A&
pe- | conditions it} e

: on the “GFandeur
or Romans” might
e made & text book m
16 of this hation today,

" wb ‘learn how
fhephard

ormer way of lving.

He makes this so plain that no ‘one
can miss seeing it; and after carefully
reading his great work we know just
how 1L was that Rome becams great,

.’ ind Just how It was, also, thal Rome,

baving become so powerful, dwindied
away until she ceased to be,

In the bullding up of Home's great-
neas we mee Lthe wo of the Identipal
forces that were dt work in the buijding
up of our own country.

The futhers of the !nonur_a republie
were actuated by the same high princi-
pes that dwelt In the breasts of the
men who founded this' republic of ours.

They ‘were plain men, th 14 Rb-
mans, men of simple hablts, mén of von-
e . menh who belleved that right .
was right and that wrong was wrony,
and ‘that it was not safe te forget the
distinction between the two. J

The men who bullt up the proud
structure. 5f thé Roman dowinion be-
X that Q.!-_li::;raﬁ:agcmmd

oo for any n, 1§ Le

“Among """ﬁ. things; tha "Ih‘li 13
- 1he I that € oltile
Romans believed to be sacred
m the home, truth, duiy tp one

fler and Lo country. .

“The bullders of the Roman empire
were temperate; they respectad the msr-
tlage vow; they spoke truth to aone an-
other, and from ope another demanded
the same; they placed honor before gold,
and loved thelr country as the bride-
groom loves his bride.

These them great amd
would have keplt them great. ' 5

But when they becameé powsrful and
Heh, their dominibn extanding from the
| Plllars of Herculea to the Euphratés amd
from the Danube and Rhine to iRe Af-
rican Bahara, they forgot the rock from
which they had been hewn and the pit
from' which they had been digged, for-
got the old ma , Jorgot the good
old-farhioped truths and principles—
and all over, :

Thelr renunciation of the old ways
was the beginning of the end of their
power andg glory.

Rome rose to grealness and to gran-
deur beeause Rome, in her private and
publi¢ living, harkened to the moral
law, me foll from her greatpess wnid
was rn of her grandeur because she
forsook that law and ceased to live up
f{o its high and holy commands.

In reading Montesquleu's’ “Conslderd-
tions on the Grandeur and Decadence
of the Romana' ope is reminded, upon
almost every one ita pages, of past
and présent conditions in the United
Btates of Amerloa. ‘ .

Nor to a trus American is the re-
minder slways A pleasant one; for as
he reads along He comes all too fre.
quently upon the things that he is wit-
neasing today In his own country—
things just llke those that broko down
and destroyed the anclemt republic.

to the first Punic war Montes-

quieu's story deals almost usively

,wWith

s

r ;. while after that date

the atory .beglns to tell of the “dega-

dénce.” and of the vices ‘to which the

nee wis atiributable 3

The Americaft who knows his coun-

s pregent-day
while

e

enrilest tim Ao
the states; And this, agein. romir
of thé way things bave soing sl
Prior 46 180 the American peaple
wore ceriainly. adding 1o, their
r

A m take another 50 years or
wo to teil or not since 1870 they
In “decndence.” * °
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