BRIDGE COST AITY
" T0O MUCH MONEY

JM Fact That’ Committees and .Eﬁgin-nring Experts Stated
& | Taxpayers Were Overcharged for Extras.Hlegally Ordered on
£ Morrison Street Strutture Executive Board Audits Bills.
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£ GREAT PROFIT MADE ON W. C. ELLIOTT’S CONTRACTS
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" ‘councll committes of
L

in face of the fact that the city was
charged at least $24,000 In excess of
at it should have pald for exiras on
e Morrison strect bridge, the city ex-

J  ecutive board has sudited the accounts

hl’ the gontractors and ordered the pay-

of $55.000, leaving only $§,000

gn the contracts. This actlon was

m after it had been clearly shown

'+ by sxamination of competent el;tl ::;

gineers and by facts set forth by

- investigation,

critiolsing the action of the executive

‘board In entering into the contracts for

the extras, that the ety was mulcted
large sum ©f money.

total cost of the extras amounted

the contracts for which were
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at that time by the
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for them to let t.hlc
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L December 24, 1903, the centiract

n?‘m construction of the Morrison

bridge was let to the Pacific

company for §$331.3431. 1t

not long before It was decided by

' executive board to substitute ateel

' for wooden stringers for an additional

170. The contrmct was let for the
&t stringers ‘without asking for other

0. supplementary ooniract was au-
A - ”b!r the executive board on rec-
_ ommendation of the oity engineer, Au-
. gusti 18, 1904, for treating the wood-
work on the bridge with oarbolineum
 and putting In a devjce ta prevent the
. wooden block pavement from crawling,
‘st _an_ additional cost to the eity of
$7.255.
g Another nddition was made to the ad-
- ditional contract by the executive board
. November 7, on the adviet. of the oity
‘engineer, which provided for the con-
‘struction of tender houses, walting
rooms and tool houwes, at an additional
tost to the city of §7.#986. This brought
the total cost of exirus og_the bridge to

$62.286.
: Took Ellott's Word. :

in all these contracts for extras the

] ve board made no effort to:us-
S ennﬂﬂn real nature the contracts
. Tinto which It was inl!fisrl. and took the
word of the city ehgineer in every in-
stance; on the last contract he simply
made a verbal statement to the board
of the extras desired. The executive
board entgred into the confracla on the
theory that It was not working under
4he charter which requires that all
work costing In excess of $250 shall be
let ;;.- e lowést bidder, but it claimed
the bridge was being constructed under
a special act of the, legislature, and

* ' that It could let the contracts as It

3 " glesired

According to the original contract the
bridge should have been finlshed De-
cember 4, 1904, The contractors falled
to buifld the structure within the time
specified, and nsked for 60 days'. ex-
tension. About this time rumors of
“graft” in connection with the letting
of the contracts for the extras were
heard.

The city council Interested Itself in
the bridge and appointed a special com-
mittee conxisting of Councilmen C. E.
Rumelin, Mat Foeller and Dr. Banford
Whiting to investigate its construction.

No Extension Granted.

The Morrison stréeet bridge commis-
pion, fearing the Iinvestigation of the
eouncil, appointed Madison Welch, a

~  plvil engineer, to go over the structure

and make a report. He reported that
materis]l and workmanship were first
class In every detall, but was very con-
pervative in other directions.
4 When the petition for extension of
time came before Lhe executive board
the proposition did not meet with favor-
able consideration. The members felt
that they could not extend the time om
the contract wntil they heard the result
eof the eouncil committiee's report,

Charles H. Bihler, & civil engineasd

from. Tacoma, was employed by the
councll committee and made & thorough
investigation of the bridge. and es-
pecially the extras, regarding which re-
ports were made that the city had been
rharged an excessive price,

On the substitution of stesl for
wooden stringers, for which the olty
wan charged 3317.170. he found that the
city wis pidying 516042 more than it
#houid. ©On the contraotl calling for the
treatment of the woonden block. flooring
with carbolineum he stated the city lost
mbout $6.800, 2

Regarding the contract for walting-
rooms and tender hodfes, the expert
made the statament that he unabie
to find any plans and wpect tibnw, but
after Investigation he was convinced
that a good portion of the $7.985 pald
for themss exiras Was money wasted.

Work Was Unneoeseary.
Mr. Bihler siated that most of this
work is clnased as an ‘mprovement, but
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not a necessity, The council commit«
tee of investigation based Iits report
on the result of the oxamination made
by Mr. BHihler. It severely ecriticised
the actioh of the executive board and
said that bhad the board used ordinary
business judgment 4 largé sum could
bave been maved. Although the bridge
was bullt -of otoi;l@!t material and
well equipped, the vommittes was con-
vinced that the same results  could
have been obtained for $26,000 or $30,-
000 less. The cothmittes stated fur-
ther that it did not belleve any” good
reason could be presented by the ex-
ecutive board or the city engineer for
the exceasive cosls of the extras

Meanwhile, on Decomber 23, George
H. Howell, & member of the board, sub-
mitted the report of & ivate Investii-
gation into the costs of the extras on
the bridge. He estimated that the con-
tractors made $30,000 profit on the §562.-
280 which they Teceived for extrus. He
also stated that he belleved_the board
had entersd into illegnl cofltracts, as
they had not been let sccording to th=
original agreement. He asserted that
the original contract provided that ex-
tras should be charged for on the basis
of 16 per cent profit above the cost of
material. « 3

Outuids of the Uharter.

No actlion was taken on the matter
by the executive rd until February
9, at which time a special meating was
held to consider the payment of §51.000
of the 308,000 diia the contraetors. Mr.
Howell made the objeotion that the
"bbard should-not pay the amount asked,
a8 it had entered Into the contracts
illegnlly. He asked that the matter be
referred to the elty attorney for an
opinion, His request was granted, and
Friday City Attorney L. A. MoNary flled
his opinion, which was to the effect
that the bridge was constructed under a
special act of the leglstature “and that
the letting of the contracts for the ex-
tras did not come under the provisions
of the city charter. He held the opinion

the contracts for the extras, and that
they were legal.

There »ytill remains §5000 due on
the contracts. This will not be pald
until the final setlléement between the
contractor and the city. Under the
origingl  contract the contractor is
llable to n forfelture of $560 for every
day the work ls not finished over the
time specified in the contract dates
from December 4. Before the work is
entirely finished the amount thée eity
may collect muy reach §4.000. /

LAND LAWS, WILL BE
" CHANGED VERY_SOON

- Commission l.nd Sub-Committee
Are at Work on Needed
‘Amendments.

Information received ih this . city
from Washington that BSpecial Agent
Dixon and the two other special agents
of the Interior department who were
sppointed a sub-commities by the pud-
lic lands tommission, are ngw In the
national - capital conferring with the
Ftheral commission. sThe genernl land

isxion, isting “of Commbs-
sloner of the Geﬂemlgnd Office W.

A. Richards, CHiaf of ~Forestry Bu-
weau Gifford Pinchot Chief of the
Reclamation SBervice F. H. Newell, were
chosen by the president to recommend
noeded changes In land laws They
chose as a sub-commities for report
and recommendation on the timber and
stone aot, thres special agents of the
interfor department, of which, Mr.
Dixon, in charge of specinl agents pf
Washington, was & member. The fact
shat Mn Dixon and his committec are
conferring =t this time is taken to in-
dicate that a report Is to be made by
the commission soon. . s
The report of this sub-committes will
prove of espkcial Interest to the nation,
as the timbeéer and stone act has been
the subject of wide discussion. The
till introduced to repeal It did not allay
interest, The special agents have had
long experionce In dealing with evasions
of the law, and their report will no
ldoubt em ¥ many important facts on
o methdds adopted by timber syndi-
antes and heavy moneyed Interests,
Based upon fhese Tacts, It is the hope
of the admimstration that the land
commissiop will be able to frame a
measure protecting the gopernment, and
at the same time insuring ‘the benefita
of thig public domain to the eitizen.

“SLATS” DAVIS IS
APPOINTED UMPIRE

J. Ira "Hiats” Davis, the well-known
ball player and umpire. received a let-
ter from dent Best,of the Pacific
Const y offering him a position
as umpire o Best's staff- during the
coming meason,

Davis accepted the terms this after-
noon, . which means th-]: the popular
umpire will officiate in this league dur-
ing the season of 1806,

Blats is a thoroughly capable official,

|ms he demonsirated to the Jocal fans

during the Jatter part of last season.
President Lucas of the Pacifite Natlonal
league stated that Davis was the best
man on his staff jast season. '

“Hlat’s" many friends in this city are
confident that he will give every satis-
faction 1o the patrons of -the gume in
the coast league clroult,

BOBRED POSTOYFICE.
(Rpecia]l Dispsteh to The Jowrnal )
Garfield, Wash., Feb. 20—The posl-|
office hefd was entered by the front door
tast night and 30 8ents In s1IVer and §5

In pennies taken. The robbers did not
molest the stamps. It s thought to be

.'ic work of boyh

BIG FIRE AT MILAN.

iApeeia]l Dispeteh o The Journal. )
Milan, Waah, 20—A 115,000 fire
ecourred in the eneral - merchandiss
wtore owned by P. W. Murphy, and

that the city had a perfect right to let |

| Willtam Nolson's hotel yeaterduy. The
cause s upknown. BSmall insurance i

EASTERN PEOPLE -
WILL INVEST HERE

Edward F. Cannon Talks Inter-
egtingly on, What He Noted
on His Recent Trip.

DES[RE_TO.BEE OREGON
HAS BECOME GENERAL

-

Physical Conditions of the State
Attract Eyes of Many Men
' ~ With Money.

Edward F. Cannon of the Bdward F.
Cannon Co., has just returned to Port-
land, after making a four months' tour
of the eastern cities and California on
business.

Mr. Cannon, having an extensive ac-
quaintance among ., eastern commercial
people, Informs us that he |8 agreeably
surprised to know thal the east in gen-
eral in so thoroughly acquainted with
the scope of the Lewis and Clark exposi-
tion. !

In a general way, in conference with a
great many of the business people of
8t, Louls, Chicago, Boston and Phila-
delphin, be fAnds that the people have
takon sufficient Interest in our en rise
of 1906 to oblain authentle Info on
ux to its magnitude, which they believe
will compare very favorably with the
Omahn, Buffalo, Charieston, Chivagd and
Bt. Louls enterprises, even If it is not
on mo large A scale as the-two latter, In
n majority of instances, where he held
conferences regarding the Lewis and
Clark exposition and where the people
havp been directly or Indireetly Inter-
ested In exhibiting at the Louisiana
Purchase expositign, they have signi-
fled thelr willingness and-desire to ex-
hibit nt the Lewis and Clark exposition
This shows how deeply the sastern cen-
ters are interested in the Portland en-
terprise. f

“] think,"” he sald today, “that we are
amtured of as many of the main exhibits
shown at the Louisiana Purchase exposi-

tion as can be comfortably taken care

of in Portland."

Many of Mr. Cannon's friends In the
east demonstrated to him that thgy have
gone deepl¥ Into the subject of e Scope
of Portland's expaxition.

“The eastern people are becoming more
nlive to the resources of our state and
its diversified Interests"-Mr. Cannof con-
tinued, “and are showing a tendency to
Inform themselves us to the eopportani-
ties for solid and growing {nvestments
in this district, especially in fruit. hopa,
wheat and timber landa™

Mr, Cannon stated that the requeats
for information on these subjects were
four-fpld stronger than they had been
on any of his previous visits, showing
that there had been eredated a much
stronger tendency toward investments in
this district than ever before.

“We need ly to follow these Inter-
ests up closely through our commer-
cial bodles and other sources of informa-
tion, to reap the full harvest now matur-
ing for our state and district,” he sald.
“Tom Richardson's work.” he continued,
“is evidently taking effect, as his line of
unique _ advertising 'is widely quoted
threughout “the - east, as to our re-
sources." 1 :

Mr. Cannon. hév¥ing retfred from the
presidency and g al management of
the Northwest Eléctric Eaginedring Co.,
on November- 1 to ‘take up the more
active and broader:line of electrical and
hydraulic engineering, . will In the future
handle exclusively a full line of raflway,
light. power, hydramulle and electrical
apparatus. Mr, Cannon has reecently or-
ganized an  up-to-date engineering de-
partment for Installing new plants of
this character, and alno for reorganizing,
financing and extablishing electrie light
and power plants and pdtting them on &
paying banls,

(#pecial Diepatch to The Jowenal )

Culdesae, Idahe, Feb. 30.—The recent-
ly orghnised Lapwai i QUmpany
will constrpet a flume Ilo to this
place for the conveyanos of lumber and
wood from the llo ::l_ll to the depot at
Culdesne, The N ‘will be about 113
miles long and will cogt approximately
$15.000. Work will commence In_the
spring. : ‘
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visions of the law shall be carried ount,
or make good their oaths

“This comddition resmits from genaral
Iaxness among the people, for the of-
flcisls reflect the standard of

it |z merely looking st things candidly
and: with mo attempt to cover up ob-
vious truths.

“Publlc seéntitment, which s, after
all, the real enforcer of law, may be
arcused (o demand higher starards of
officinl action. We must put a stop to
partnership between the city and vice,
and in all departments of government

from the muuicipality to the national

onpital there must be respect for law.

The man who can view the situation|

without alarm Is a fool. He would bet-
ter &l en to 4 realbzgtion of the serd-
ous jssues that press for settlement”

'SOME PULPIT DON'TS.

-h. LT . : _.M e ABAT Loks

By Hembers of Nis Congregsiion.

Same weeks ago Rev. J. Whitcomb
Brougher of the. White teémpls, In fin-
troducing a seriem of sermons on the
great preachers of the world, invited
his listeners to write him their ideas
of what an ideal preacher should be

He receivid a number of responses, and]

at last evening's wervice answered
them. Owpe writer thought the preacher
should live as he  preaches, others
thought he should not use slang In the
pulpit, rnor indulge wit or h@mor, nor
“make ugly facesa" nor use-sonsational
toplcs, nor talk of the popular sins of
the day, nor make an ass of himsslf.
One snld he should be inspired of God.
Another thought the preacher should
have.a happy smile and wrote: -

“The ldeal preacher is a man with a

happy face. The day of long-faced re-
ligion is past. I can remember that

& child my conception of religion
boung in & pleture of a long-
man with whiskers, who wore somb
black clothes, & white limen tle,
went around with hands crossed #nd
beatified look on his face. It has beén
my observation that his kind kept more
people out of the church than they
brought into it. The long-faced indi-
vidual who clalms that Jesus has sidved

him and yet goes around with a palned

exp fon telling about it, will not be
likely" to convert anybody to that kind
of ‘réiigion"

Dr. Brougher: said: "Criticlem of my
miniatry has been made nlong three
lines—that I announce sensational sub-
Jects, that I use wit and humor, and
that I deal with popular sins of the
day. I do not deny uny of these
charges. There is mors Christianity in
a smile than there I8 a snore. There
Is more of teh joy of salvation in a
hearty laugh than there is in the solemn
countenance of & mummy. Thers are
plenty of long-haired, long-faced, long-
comted, high-vested, high-collared,
black-sulted, - black-booted, black-hatted
and plack-cravatted preachers in the
world, Why should thers be objection
to n few of thg other kind? _After all,
it i1s simply a matter of taste.”

REMEDY FOR ILLS.

Rev. Dr. Wilson's PFirst Sermon In
Hopeful and Optimistic.

Rev. Clarence True Wilson, D. D., yes-
torday took up his dutles as the sue-
cespor of Rev, J, R. T. Lathrop, D. D,
In the pastorate of OGrace Methodlist
Episcopal church. Large congregations
greeted the new pastor, and the mem-
bers evinced pleasure and satisfaction
In their new leader, Dr. Wilson spoke
of the neceasily of maintaning a high
level of individualizm in the nation that
the country might make that progress
that comeés when the people really de-
sire it mlong ethical as well as mate-
rial lines. y

“The remedy for the worid's llis is
not found in constitutions and statutes,
but in the charactar of the people. What
wo _have to rely upon for the regemera-
tion of the people and therefore of the
political and natlonal life i  religion
trafeformed from an institution’ into a
force,” sdid Dr. Wilson In his mbrning
sermon. -

“Religion I8 not & vocabulary, but a
vocation; not a Ianguage,. but a lfe;
not a profession, but praoct It is &
sign of progreas that makes us im-
patient of any religious profession that
is not vindicated by service to men as
well as by plety.”

Next Tuesday evening the members
of the church will tender to Dr, Wilson
a public reception, .

MORAL AWAKENING.

-

".ﬁ.”lm*.da.“.

“A maggestion from the land fracds™
was discussed In_a me "
nt the Pirst Uniyersalist ch by Rev.
W. F. 8mall, who took hig subject from
e ————————————————

CASTORIA

The Kind You Have Always Bought
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" “Come in at once and take advantage

Teeth Free All This Week
BostonPainless Dentists

Are cutting prices again, and now i
the chance of a lifetime to have your
dentsl work done by these world-re-
powned specialists, st low prices,

All This Week Free
S e OIS
$5.00 and uo,no‘apsc

Crowns o 4
$16.00 and $20.00 Sets of
Teeth ~$3.00 to §10.00

‘of low rates. 'All work guaranteed for
10 yemrn, and done by our painipss sys-
tem, known snd used only by

loo‘_f&nmm Dentists

MORBIRON STEENT,
Opp. Maler & Frenk und 0l4 Postoffion
Hourn—48:30 . m. 1o § p.'m. Bunday,
8$:30 . m. to 12:30 p. m, ’

the text “The Way of the Transgressor
Is Hard"

He declared that the country had at
last & mgan In the pregident’s chalr who
was absolutely fearless In prosscution
of frand, wherever he finds It. in high
or low places : - ' '
“Politically, I have nothing. to. say
concerning these Oregon @ cases,. but

'-r,o ’ 2

after a long sleep of the forces of the
people. It shows that honesty pays, and.
;:l!mlhl ‘Iy.ﬂt_lh.l r is

REVIVAL SERVICES.

Usnnsually  large sudiebces m
the opening of lhe

5
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RASM

i\ §3.00 1o §5.00 :
Phone Main 1771
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- ‘when the MOYER will._

H‘or thisprice?

' You may look the fown -

over and will nét find

-their equal for

S

They'are the BEST

VALUES we have. ever
shown—we PLEDGE
our word for it—and

YOU KNOW-what that

means.

When You See It In Our Ad It's So

—— ==

IF You Are Having Trouble With .. .

- Lubricating Oil

Call and See Us. If Not, Come Anyway.

Straight Eastern Stock

RICGHT PRICE

RULL MEASURE.

USSEN & CO.

THE PAINT PUSHERS.
N. E. Cor. Secend and Taylor

O i'e gon's
Exposition

SUNSET

WEINHARD’S
City Brewery

Brewery in the Northwesi
Bottled Beer a Specialty
TELEFEOWE No TS
Offics 1212 and Nurmslde Birests.
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(Clearance Sale
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.« We will have

Big Table of
That the reductions will he re-

markable—so gréat that you will
-qurnuauunm"




