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" "THE GRAND JURY AND ITS REPORT.

oy T HE REPORT:of the grand jury merits the careful
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% “the wisdom of the

reading of al}thoughtfil citizens, ' It is mani-

! festly the work of conscientious men, men who
‘placed a high estimate on the duty they were called

. and who -did it without fear or favor

1‘”:.l':il munch cannot be denied them. It.is well for a

! ' community that it contains such men, thaf they cag
" be selected at random from the body of the county, fof
' es plain that notwithstanding ‘the scandals o
‘which. we have recently been freated, despite the gen:
eral disregard of the law which has marked the conduct
‘of so many of our public officials,: we have after all &
Houndation upon which to build in the seriqus work
ising the moral and official ‘'standafd which is now
- - } : , s A )
5~ It*is perhaps true that a majority of the people of
not been-inclined to fully agree with
grand jury’s act in the indicttnent of
e influence back of that
The age of the mayor,
eld, have
him in 4

. the mayor, for example.
/) Lexpression is mainly sentimental,
_the exalted official positions which he'hae-
_thrown about him a sort of aegis which pla
class by himself, All of these:things have I ine
. fluenced the public mind and in some directions uced
" ke’ impression that the ‘grand inquest atted not oaly

E " precipitantly but without proper warrant.

v

“of its report, more high minded and conscientious in
iy :

- And yet it must be admitted that no sim{lar body that
has ever sat in the county has been more industrious
“and less regardful of its own comfort or from-the perusal

w of the objects for which it was called into
_bei It had the advantage over the public.of knowing
s upon what grounds it based the charge against
: chief of police and for the basis of its

it had documentary evidefice which demon-

liction. These men were under

to consider age, prestige or

reputation; they were simply td~consider ficts:

; did to the best of their ability and it was upon
~~— When men of this give up of

“hours which ﬁqimm-m afford to-dpare from their
“business, we submit that it comes with ill grace from the

et officer, whose own record has réceived seru-
_tin and painstaking attention at their hands, to be-
¥

3 + sions are withdrawn and

to undo their work the very moment their commis-
they have retired to their asual
in recent years has had the same
himdelf in popular favor as District

‘occupations. No
_chance to intrénc _
; \ “Manning. His path of duty lay straight before

_him and sll he had to do was to follow it. But nofwith-
. Uwhich he conld not have been elected, he has chosen to
~follow such courses as require constant explanations

" ‘and unsettlé.the confidence which many people would

- . There is still very moch and very

"hive been pleased to feel in him. .
hard ‘work. for ‘the,
. ¢ of Portland to do before they have raised'the pib-
c-service up to the high at “which they have
il en
wing more and more pro-
rf';’. is no longer possible to
~ count upon the assistance of the dis

B trict F&%ﬂl . An
mﬁﬁuy;ol circumstances shows that he ;!u de- |

ol
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*» micipal administration.

Iy chosen his own cqurae and there is every-evi-

would bé casier done had he remained true fo the written

pledge which he made before election but it will be done

. mevertheless and without him. As time goes on the people
realize better and bétter the comtract which they have be-
«* fore them. But they already see the dawn :

with thiat
consciousness to urge them on they will never rest until

-their time long |

his pledges made before election;and without

| produde from
They have made a good itart and the sentiment | mdre

. dack of the-movement is
~“found. . In: this great, wo

MUST GET INTO ACTION, { -
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HE WILLAMETTE VALLEY has mnot been
brought into so much prominence on account
of.its preductions in recent years as some othér

parts of Oregon. Its resources have not been so loudly
and widely beralded. It is a comparatively old and se-
date region, and many of its enterprising people, par-
ticularly young people, have gone forth to better their
fortunes, or to try to do so, into eastern Oregon, Wash-
ington and ‘Idaho. The Willamette valley is not a
great wheat producing region any more, like northeast-
ern Oregon; its fruit is mot so celebrated as that 'of
southern Oregon and Hood River; its stock and dairy
industries do not loom up as conspicuously as they
should; only in hops does it hold the palm in public
estimation. . - ‘ - : ,

Yet there is unlimited opportunities for. advancement
and deyelopment in all these and in other industries in
this great, choice valley of the Pacilic coast. Though
its first settlement-dates back nearly 70 - and
though it'is a relatively old-settled region, y proper
and full development of the Willamette valley has only
fairly begun. We are noting some changes for the bet-
ter during the past few years, but these are only the
beginning of .improvements and industrial development
to occur in this splendid yegion during the next gquar-
ter of a century. - 2

The Willamette valley is the Mnother of Pacific coast
communities. ' 1t was the first part of the Pacific coast
to be settled by people who came to make permanent
homes. Land on French prairie was tilled for thé pro-
duction of wheat and other agricultural necessities as
far back as 1835. Its slow, gradual; but continuous de-
velopment is & main feature of the story of Orégon dur-
ing the past span of a man's life.

¢ Willamette valley extends from the Callipooia

mountains to’ the Columbia river, a distance 150
miles, and from the Cascades to the Coast mountains,
# width of from 435 to 65 miles, and contains :lrpruf-
mately 8,000 - square miles. Its climate is mild and|
equable, its soil is generally fertile, it is adapted to many
crops—of grains, grasses, hops, vegetables,” fruits; iF
is eSpecially a fine dairying coumiry; ft is one of the
choicest places on_earth in which to live and prosper;
and yet it has ‘a remarkably small population, consid-
ering these advantages. 3 : o

The Salem -Statesman says the needs of the Willam-
ette valley are 100,000 more people, an open river to
tidewater, a system of trolley lines connecting “the
principal cities with the smaller towns, and the purchas
by the government of the QOregon: City locks.

Very -well, . but to get the 100,000 people, whose pres-

i

Willamette valley needs to put hindreds of thousands of
acres of land, divided into comparatively small farms,
upon the market at reasonable prices and thoroughly,
systematically advertise them’among eastern peoplg who
are tired of a rigorous climate and worn out soil. ~Thée
L Willamette: valley needs men, families, to live on and
now unn or little used s5il,-and to
produce far more from land now used. It needs 100,900
people, and if its ‘people will follow this policy
can get them within a very few years. Even this num-
ber would not crowd this gteat, magnificent valley.
. Aldng with the rest of Oregon the Willamette valley
is' waking up. But'if hasnot yet gotien into a good
strong, active;, general movement yei. It wants to toot
its horn, not at home alone but abroad. It needs'to get
tens of thousands of new people by making it c¢learl
advantageous for them fo“come there.’ Then fhey will
help do the rest.’ % 3 : —
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ence, products and influence will bring all the rest, the’|
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Misamﬁawﬁ-mﬁ‘ . th
rharge for its services, h

board and smaH advances

two weeks to a month awaiting a ship.
masters would never object to such a fee.
the piratic gang goes for b marney,

a :
. and
It ‘is when

to collect, that the wrong occurs:” A .
gree of lawlesness is witnessed in the brazen
breaking a master's-erew-by-encou _
using the influence of the gang to prevent any ship from
manning for a voyage without patronizing the;boarding-
bouse pirates. s

With such evidence of lawlessness and atrocities
againgt it, the average citizen, bound by statues and. or-
dinances, is unable 1o understand why the saifor board-
ing-house continues. It would be a wretched admission
to say that this band of a dozen is stronger than the law
and the whole people, ‘yet through corruption and intimi-
dation the few- thrives while the multitude condemns.
A license was expected to throw the law’s purity about

e of

unscrupulous leaders a’ mondpoly. A ‘of the
license is now advocated to'introduce
the hope of reducing the exorbitant charge. ,
‘bring the industry back to the stage it occupied before.
boinhf:edmeu, wd*un gives life to the evil. Lgt the
legislature appoint a commission that will a
reasonable charge, ‘for furnishing sailors, and h all
engiged in the hdnm down to that price, under severe
ies. A public insti or the board of this class
would be chedper than the present outrages levy upon
thiym“'u a statute ‘was enacted uhm a drastic
penalty for sailors to desert, were
chosen”"who could and’'would enforee it, .most of the
T 3

' SIGNS OF A'BIG WAR.

PR HE SIGNS 'indicate 'a troublous time for various
N . w-:ﬁnﬁhhthlﬁm‘lthn. It is best to use
* ~this' plain word, for they are men who to gain
great wealth have persistently and a i y
and defied laws, while posing as 4 Y
in the country’s business life. 'We allude to those
have made and are making enormous profits out of the
common people, the producers and consumers, either by
violations of laws or by th¥*cornipt procurement a
vicions class legislation, unfaithful administration, or un-
st.adjudication. They are not as guilty as the cor-
pted or basely influenced legislators, exetutive officers

i

ra

no softer name than thiéves nevertheless. T o
Just now especial attention is attracted to the land
thieves. The Puters and McKmleys were only small if
shrewd tools. Behind. them-was & more or less corrupt
or at_best a contemptibly hoodwinked government, in-.
fested ‘with a lot of - i led or incompetent poli-
ticians. . But behind all- thege were the big beneficiaries,
the men who with the aid of these official and private
agents-and tools possessed themselves of millions upon
millions of acres. of the choicest timber lands of the
tountry left—most of them, in fact—at perhaps an
average of one-tenth their present value. 4
That these great timber land ownery did-business.on a
large scale, and spent a great deil of .money to acquire
these immensely valuable lands, does not change the na-
ture of the transaction, for in almost every case the
spirit and even the letter of the law were violated. The
lands were the government’s,-the people’s; by trickery;’
fraud and perjury, it passed into pu-uién of the g
syndicates. Thus the people have been ‘of-ten¥ of
millions. ~“Why then should we not gall “mien Tob-
bers as well as the men who take small amgunts ol
property trom rightful- owners’ by force?
_The rich man who fobs by chicanery is more dan-
gerous ‘and” desetving of punishment -than the poor
sian ‘who robs by the strong-arm miethod. He injures
more people, and hé corrupts men pai
people, so that they know not on whom to depend. -
But the big land thieves are not all. There are those

s

“the campaign which they have inaugurated is crowned
with victory in every branch and department of the mu~

.
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NO WORDS about the matter.
THeve is popularly supposed to have been a
k big steal in the Morrison street bridge. The
report of the expert showed that unnecessary and un-
called for changes had been made in the original plans
which involved thousands of dollars to the taxpayers.
There was no real justification for the most important
of these changes. The self evident purpose was to
wo ‘increase the cost that the profits would be enor-
mously increaséd: These changes were made under
cover and at a cost ,altogether out of proportion to
their value.
The general representative of the city government
was the then city engineer, Mr. Elh’ot.l. He was
deeply, perhaps criminally, invalved in the Tannér creek
stwer scandal. Nd one now has any doubt that an
attempt was there made to rob the city. Either the
wity engineer was in collusion with it or he didn't
know what was going on; in other words he was either
crooked or incompetent. When the facts were made
known to the public “he found it expedient to résign.
Meantime the grand jury, with many facts at its dis-
posal from two previous official investigations, took up
_the matter on its own account and has since indicted
Elliott and some of those associated with him on the
charge of attempting to secure city property and money
under false pretenses, The indictment charges him with
& criminal act and he is now resting under it. That
in the face of these known facts he should have been
selected to represent the city for the rest of the month,
« for. any time or at all in any undertaking but particu-
Jarly in the Morrison strect bridge, where it is not sus-
_pected but believed there is need to cover up transac-
tiong inimical to the interests of the taxpayers is the
most brazen and 'flagrant performance to which the
whas recently been treated. It would seem to dem-
onsfrate” that the administration has learned mothing
from past experiences, that it is perfectly indifferent
. to public opinion and that it is determined to bull
through things whether .or no.

THe appointment of Mr. Wanzer 1o succeed Mr. El
liott it mow appears was made not for the purpose of
uncovering: whatever fraud may' have crept imto “the
department but rather to conceal it. Such things as
Rave tramspired sinte his appointment with reference
to the Tanner creek sewer have not-been particularly
reassuripg and the request for the appointment of the
former city engineer to oversee a job, his {former official
conaection with. which still requires explanation, seems
to, mike it evident that thé purpose is to so confuse

—-—the -public- that whatever 1t mav suspeet it will be
~permitted to know nothing of the true inwardness of the
maniier in which the bridge contract has been performed.
_ AN of this means that the spirit of redction is at work
and that notwithstanding the determination of the peo-
ple, despite’ what has been uncarthed, despite grand
jury investigation and indictments, regardless apd in
deligdee of the reform wave which is now swéfpiﬂ'
over the eity, it is brazenly proposed to continue the
old courses to the last ditch and to- rotect’ wrong-
doers from the consequences of their crimes against the
public. The certificate of character to Elliott in the
‘face of his indigtment is in this line but its chisfést

.

: 7 heance lies in the fact of what it is proposed to do

gh Elliott in the Morrison street bridge affair.
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ROM -THE -PARALLELS AND SAPS around
Port Arthur there strbde the other day a care-

worn, grizzled comminder, rrespondents day

that, General Nogi ifter a victorigus siege was not the
natty imposing officer who landed at Pisewo May 5 to
capture the Gibraltar of the Pacific. His face was

less light, unkempt beard and hair seemed to have
been touched heavily by the falling snow, and uniform
hung loosely from shoulders that had lost their rug-
ged poise. A general in his prime started down the
rocky penjpsula at the head of a besieging army, an
old man refurned. “Nogi, a vencered savage,” wrote
the pen artists after Nanshan, Wolf, Green and Christ
hills had fallen, Nogi ‘the buldog, the fanatic, who
-wonld smile as he hurled the Japanese nation into that
vortex of destruction. :

Since that siege began, two of Nogi's sons breathed
their last upon the battlefield.. His stern orders have
taken perhaps a hopeful heir from 80,000 other Japanese
families. His jodgment in directing the attack, his
vigilanee and conclufions, saved or slanghtered his de-
voted following by thousands. His country pleaded for
dispatch, to remove the thorn in the south and hurl
his forces with Oyama againgf Kuropatkin, while hu-
manity protested, and prompted him to the slower sap
and mine.. Devotion among his men fired them to re-
sponse ho matter what the odds or danger, and his
hundredth order to charge carried the same impetuous,
fearless column of brown men over fortress parapets
which went up Nanshan hill. Recruits came each day,
while burial parties dragged the corpse of new vet-
erans from entanglements and escarpments. Disap-
pointed in the time of his work, Nogi's strategy was
being impeached. '

A fanatic would have come from this maze of re-
sponsibility beaming with the fierce light of victory.
Nogi came a grim, sad mortal, showing the terrible
drain _upon human vitality. Nogi'is a patriot, not a
“vencered savage.™ He is typical of Japan today. Scorn
for death is not fanatical zeal, but good human nature
keyed to the highest degree of endurance in a cause

THat inrEligenTe sy

THE SAILOR BOARDING-HOUSE FRAUD.
ORTLAND confesses a strange weakness in coun-
tenancing the sailor boarding-house evil. Tf it is

an evil, for which ‘we have the testimony of a
multitude of mgsters, shippers and sailors agd the illicit
gains of the petty rlng dominating the industry, it should
be suppressed, not parleyed with or encouraged by recog-
nition. Is it possible that our great shipping interests

tervention to suppress it? 1f a petty coterie of men
whose methods are most vicious blackmail and intimi-
dation, have the power to levy wchgﬂ'buuou'i’crthmi
commerce, the hope for our future'is sickening. We are
able to muster millions for river improvement, bring
influence. to bear-upon transportation magnates that
forces them into recoghitioh of this port, struggle to
draw foreign shipping and yet when.this is all done,
Portland permits a gang of boarding-house men to prey
upon this commerce, and with the audacity of brigands,
coerce blood money. :

It is alleged that some kind of an agency for furnish-
ing sailors to a master is necessary, because of the ir-
responsibility of those who live upon the sea. The fact
that boarding-houses are found in most ports would con-
firm the statement, unless the industrx i3 explicable on

sunken and haggard, eyes burned with feverish, rest-|g.

the aid of the big railroad corporations are able ab-
solutely to mame their own prices both to the cattle
raisers on the farms and ranges, and to the meat con-
[giimers in all cigies’ throughout the country. They are
avaricious, of course; as the attorney-general says, they

of urgent need to raise their charge high as it is ""2' 0

-be done to protect them and

the Tilthy industry, yet the effect has been to give certain Th
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with_outlaws shows |

udaciously violated
big models and | weeks, The colored

and judges who have beén their tools, but they deserve|
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| its ‘exténsion to embrace the boys of the va

with | desery

ra ) 5

tion has spoken for the peop
rations to book, but there is no

SRS : il L ARATE
f ["HEB HAS BEEN GROWTH.
divestiond :

' ;n:o.:iui and in no res .

astounding than’in the Young
tion. It hi

i o o
been adding

iations have more than doubled
their membership and buildings, the boys" department
has grown from 19,434 members to over ¢ night
schools have shown amazing growth and ‘co as-
sociations now have 3 membership'of 47,000. The phys-
ical departments and ‘Bible classes have more than kept

pace with the growth in other directions. The city as-|re
embership |

sociations have made a gain of sopercent in m

‘m - ey

“All of this_constitutes an astoundingi for the
Young Men's Christian Association, but. it is very largely |
due to the manner in which it has reached out in all direc-

tions for the boys, youths and young men. and lh':d- s

fective way in.which it extends practical aid to _
It has deyeloped slong practical as well as religious lines.
It has endeavored to make better men by-better fitting
them far the battle of life. “ Its work has been extended

along manual lines, giving instrisction at small cost to|

ambitious youngsters who have not otherwise enjoyed
the c¢hance to secure it and it has done much .of this
after the working hours so that they would be
able to earn their own living in other directions while
pursuing their studies thére, It met 2 manifest want
in our communities and in supplying it it has -~
stimulated the ainbition of the students but it has raised
the standard of their citizenship, turned their thoughta’
into clean and _channels, and mede them more
deli-reliant and self-respecting. - - Vi ! prav .
All of this constitutes a noble and patriotic and

com-

_munities has not only vastly increased the infl " of |
the association but to the. same degree multiplied the
benefits to the communities. Those who have some
knowledge of what is being done by the ddsocia in
Portland will be less surprised at the general growth in
the past five years. It has grown because it has

: ‘fills a place in our munici
hitherto unoccupied, but once it i
comes an instrumentality for the betterment of the
of which those assotiated with the work mmay W
proud. and which thespublic, whose cause is thus ef-
fectively served, should appreciate at its full value, -

::I'lm phfhaln: “Cl._l;;l and“ Ifortlancl

b

Portiand Dispatch In the New Year's
Bdition of the New York World.
HEODORE B. WILCOX, president

of the Trans-Missiasippl econ-

gresa, and head of the Portland

Flouring Mills company, with
feeders and milin all over the Pacific
northwest and an !mmense trade with
the ortent, says: “The benefits to be
derived by the Puacific coast ffom the
bullding of the Panama canal (will 'be
Indirect rather than direct. There ia &
vast stretch of land lying between the

with efvilized life,
“Now, of course 1

for the safegua
linea, What is th

m‘uuel interests
from east to

ting together,
“That canal s gol

them to purchase the things that go

the rallroads will do.
you what J-would do we

rding
tal invested in the big transcontinental

to-a clomer understanding?
are naturally rivals, but now they are
forgetting old animosities and are get-

velopment of the resources of a commu-
nity.  In this regard, if the canal, when
completsd, proves to bs n compatitor
with our transcontinental rafironds and
freight rates are reduced, as fs t

do not know what
I can only teli

1 responsible
of the great capl-

¢ meaning of this
of the great trunk
west, this coming

Thess lines

ng to be bullt, and

fertile valleys and plains of the Pacific
const and the populous sectlon just west
of the Mississippl river, put there for
some other purpose than to hold two
sections of the country toget That
great area of Jand can be made capable
of sipport of a vast population. - With
the application of water the major por-
tion ,of it, as has been fully demon-
strated, will be changed from a treeleas,
herbless ‘waste to a garden, producing
immense crops. ’
“The severing of the neck of land be-
ts will enable wteam-
ship companies to land the immigration
from Rurope, and particularly that of
the Mediterranean countries, on the Pa-
eific slope at 1ittlé more expense than It
now coste-to ‘the alien population
to the Atlantle coast. With low cost of
tfinaportation and the irrigation under
govarnmont supervision of the vast arid

it will be finished sooner than people
generally suppose. The rallroads real-
ixe this and they will not allow the hun-

and
:lh. community have besn made prodic-
ve.

dreds of millions of dollars inv d in
thelr busipess to be jeopardized by a
$60,000,000 canal. They are taking tima
by the forelock and preparing for what
must surely lfolln',

“Under  another -ﬂngnlnrlutn
might have been possibla by the ald of
a powesful lobby to have held up the
work and to have postponed the con-
siruction of the ¢anal indefinitely, but
undar Roosavelt's regime it is Tecog-
nizéd that this ot be.

»*With an understafding or merger
Detweon th¥ gremt transcont)nentals the
benefit of reduced rates on commodities
80 much looked forward to on this coast
will not be realized to the sxtent desired.
Rates will be s0 adjusted, the Interests

- “In this respect great things are ex-
ted to result from -the construction

llnnmndc any city or
¥y and numerically strong. v

factures are stlll in what 'Is usually
termed the *infant stage’ of development.
The only protsction

they have against ||

and $2,000,000 3 year in property. Nearly $4,000,000 a
year is raised and spent in carrying on all the organiza Alone,

. had 158,
Thackery, 130; George Hilot, 131, Haw-

- | thorne, 118; Hugo, 115, Bulwer Lytton,

47; Cooper, 62, Goethe, 4
These were considered tho
ters. Noo

Dumaas, 171,
mas-

.fi great

the eatablished and fully developed fac-. dovel

tories of the east has been in the past,
and still is to & great extent, the high

cannot put the knife to this paraiste, or secure legal in- | Pllgrim

tracts will come an influx of settlers
perfootly

The center of population in the

States has already i 10

where in Indiama. It will swiftly

toward the setting sun h r.
“With uu.fn'lh in population comes

the increase In products and t

dity for a market. With the |
ral advantages of this section lad

ut the
had

the grounds of weakness among sailors,  If such an F

4 Yl ¥ s " £}

d.

iy

belng merged, that the rallroads will be
protected and the result of the

ea charged by the eompanies
f long haul across the continent.

are not ent
diistries successfully to
the products of Eustern
A8 they are in car Joad
rutes, s = s - ETY A
“If an open tanal should further lower

compete with

Jots at reduced | the

“Ben Hur"
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