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OFFICIAL PAPER OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND

LEGISLATORS AND CHARTER -BOARDS.
A T 18 ENTIRELY TRUE that a period has been put
A to the official ‘existence of th# charter board. The
: body of men who drew the charter; who unselfishly
o ve of their time during long months in perfecting it,
" and who had good reason to 'believe from the over-
' whelming expression of popular approval ‘which ratified
" it that their work was well and honestly done, immed-
. jately that work was done passed ount of official ex-
8" _istence. All this is true and the members-elect of the
* Jegislature from Multnomah county have made no mis-
" take in this assumption. But the fact remains that they
are still men of substance and character in this com-
" munity, that they have a heavy stake in its present and
" future and what they haVe done, as well as what they
. ‘stand for, entitles them to some little degree of consid-
. eration even at the hands of those who have been chosen
i to represent the county in the coming session of the
. legislature, .

It should not be forgotten that so far as this city is
© econcerned, the charter is the organic Taw. It has been
- drawn with great cire and as a whole represents the
" Ighest type of its class yet achieved by an American
~ community.. Experience and trial may show, perhaps
have already shown, some minor defects which require
remedy. ese should come but extreime care should
 be taken that under the guise of remedging minor de-
" (fects some change should not be surreptitiously made
which will fatally affect the value of the whole charter,
Al students are agreed that the greatest danger to
" our institutions, particularly our mbunicipalities, is the
4 of unselfish interest shown in their affairs by-the
eitizens. For selfish reasons the political muchings are
" aiways on the alert to maintain themseclves and for the
" “Sime reafon those who exploit the public are always
~ tkeenly alive to what is going on and sharply determined
" to maintain sn undue advantage. Fortunately, therefore,
" §s the comimunity in which a body of influential citizens
- strives to uphold the general good. In their work we
. find one of our surest safeguards, a possible barrier to
~ ‘the incursions, insidious and otherwise, of those who
spééinl privileges at the expense of the mass of
_the community. The members-elect of the legislature,
ﬁ-rtqut to see, have put themselves on record as de-
clining adyice orsuggestions. ‘They may be determined
to do no more than the people would ask them to do
~ and to safeguard the charter ps the charter board itself
 would’ do, but unfortunately this is not the impression
“ the-public will get from their conduct. If sus-
_picionhas G'-n aroused, if body has been given to the
J tumors that a conspiracy is on foot to nullify the vital
" features of the charter, surely the members-elect of the
. ““legislatures are themselves to blame for it. All of this

es doubly important the suggestion that whatever
~ amendments ‘may be proposed by the legislature shonld
~ and must be submitted to the ‘people of Portland for
: ificats There is no amendment, however simple
. ‘on its face, which should not be discussed in all its bear-
7 in open day; that is the public's only protection
and the members of the legislature from this county are
- to be thanked {or having taught it that lesson.
. The most serious amendment now proposed to the
__ charter is one which would thrust the fire departmesit
—into politics.-Is- that..something h the people of
“Port desire? There will be a final meeting of the
~ Ugharter board next Thorsday eévening. That meeting
w55 be largely attended by voters whether or not they
- were members of the original charter board. A strong
_aud representative body of citizens should go on record
a8 opposed to any such crooked changes and the meeting
ich gives forth that expression should be a rousing
- one from every point of view." Good government now
. means more to Portland than ever before and we are
- much closer to attaining it. In one way only can it be
. assured and that is by the people themselves taking a
~ “lively interest “in the subject and making it plain that
~ sthey are not to be hoodwinked or bamboozled with any-
thing short of it
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T 1S REPORTED that the Malheur irrigation proj-
ect may be defeated by the refusal of the Wil-
lamette Valley & Cascades Mountains Wagon Road

company to accept the government's proposition and

pay its due proportion of the cost of the necessary res-
ervoirs, ditches, etc, amounting, it is stated, to about
$30 an acre.

This would mean a large contribution by this cor-
poration, but when it is certain that lands now worth-
lcss would by irrigation become worth from $75 1o $200
an acre, the reason of this company's refusal is not clear.
It perhaps thinks the work will be done anyway, and it
will come in for its big share of the benefits, while the
small land holders will pay all of the cost,

This is the usual and expected course of such a con-
-, cern as the W. V. & C. M. Wagon Road company. Hav-
ing grafted the government out of an immense area of
land, much of it very valuable, it is quite in line with its
nature to refuse to expend anything to help improve and
build up the country, even though it will itself be the
chief beneficiary, so long as there is the least chance
that other people, co-operating with the government,
will do the work.

This corparation is in a poor position to make such
a refusal, with even a surface show of grace, It secured
a vast tract of the people’s Jand, alternate sections in a
wide strip clear from the Willamette valley to the east-
ern state line, in consideration of which it was to build
and maintain a fine wagon road through that region. It
got the land; the department and the courts have held
that it was entitled to the land; but the road—well, per-
3 haps that will be built some time by the state conviets.

right along.

thoroughllgy
expert. St

Harrys.

fice.

sitions,

Some little work at road building was done, just enough
to make a showing, and an excuse for the officials who
were giving away the people's domain by millions of
acres, but as everybody knows the people got almost
nothing for that great body of land.

This tract was not all desert land; much of it was
covered with fine timber, muech of it was excellent
bBunchgrass range; it crossed many streams with val-
uable water privileges; ‘it was a magnificent gift of a
reckless and corrupt government to people who had
done nothing for the people to earn such a grant, and
who have done very little since to compensate the peo-
ple for the gift of that territory.

But, as might have been expected, it is not poor John
Smith, with his little 160 acres of arid land over in the
valley of the Malheur; it. is not Jim Jones, who can
barely make a living off his too-dry land, and hopes
with water to be able to make a living for his family;
it is not these worthy, toiling, home-building, state-
Luilding settlers who object to paying-the cost of this
great work, that shall turn a desert into meadows, or-
chards and gardens—no, it is the W. V. & C. M.
Road company, to which our gracious and beneficent
government many years ago made a present of a few
million acres of land. But, like the horse-leech, its cry

Wagon

And yet there are apparently intelligent people who
know about these great land grabs and landgrabbing
grafts, and who read of the insolence of such corporate
beneficiaries of official rascality, and yet who wander
at the growth of socialism—at the growing demand that &
the whole people shall take back their own, the land.

——

THE PRESIDENT'S OPPORTUNITY.

RESIDENT ROOSEVELT is now master of the
situation and to a greay degree of his own
destiny. No man was ever mokte fortunately

placed to dominate a condition.

cause but in spite of the support of the protected classes;
he_géts his commission directly from the people. He is
face to face with one overshadowing demand; it is for

The tariff robbery will not be thrust into the

buckground; that is the greatest of all questions which

confront the American people.

It is not expected of the president that he will do
anything during the term of office for which President
McKinley was elected. Congress is ready to begin its
short session now and there is a vast amount of routine
work to be done. From no point of view would it be
wise to complicate the ordinary program. But before
that session closes he should make it clear to the coun-
try that he proposes to call a special session immediately
upon adjournment for the exclusive consideration of the
tariff qoestion. His own attitude with relation to the
matter should be Made perfectly clear; a ringing address
from him would electrify the country.

That special session should then give genuine relief,
not the false pretense of it
will be no doubt of the place which the president will
secure in history and eyen less of the unchallenged place
which will be His in the affections of the people. But
rit.ds his action on the tariff question that he will be
Judged.T¥-he ‘Is brave, couragecus and intelligent in
‘that direction, most other thiugs will be forgiven him.

1f there is no special session; if there is no genuine
movement in the direction of tariff reform, if the presi-
dent falls short of the high estimate which the people
have manifestly placed upon him, thén the matter will
be taken out of his hands. While it_will be impossible
two years hence to reach the senate the opposition will|
carry the house and there will be such a revulsion of
feeling that salt will not save the presidéncy or the
senate to the Republican party at the election which

He was elected not be-

If the, relief comes there

President Roosevelt has before him the opportunity.
It is for him to say not only what he will do, hut to fix
his own rating with the people who have so signally
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SALARY OF CITY ENGINEER.

HE JOURNAL is inclined to look with leniency
on the proposition to increase the salary of the
city engineer.

is ene who can earn in private life more than the pres-

ent salary, and the city needs a first-rate man.
deal of important work, for which he is responsible, for
which no one else can be responsitile, to the people; is
being done; a gréat deal more such work is te be done

We want no cheap man in that place, no

political wire-worker, no crumb-picker, but a first class,
conscientious inflexibly honest, non-political

ich men come high. They don't dirty their
fingers shaking hands with political Toms, Dicks and

They wouldn't cross the street to speak to a

professional politician for the purpose of getting an of«

A man fit for that position

A great

The men- fit for this position are rather rare, but they
are to be found. And they must be well paid, or they
will not take the office.
men will jump at any office, at any salary, but the city
can’t afford to elect or employ such men in such po-

A multitude of cheap-John

It is probably a good idea to increase the engineer's
salary, provided we are going to see to it that we get
the right kind of a man to fill the office.
going to clect a catspaw thrust upon the people by a
political machine, then the salary had better be cut down
to a common laborer's wages.
would be very liberal pay for some men whom the
politicians might give us.

But if we are

Sixty dollars & month

EOW TO STORE XNOWLEDGE.
By Dr. H. Pye-Bmith)
From the New York Herald
Learn to use your senses, be quick te
Rotlce any changes In the houwe you live
in, or in the clouds and sky, open your
ayes to sights of birds and insecta un you
walk, your ears 1o thelr songs, and your
heart and intellect to the Impressions of
patare, Look as well as sea, listen as
well as hear, touch as well as feel Praoc-
L tice Judging distances and making allow-
anoce for different kinds of (llumination,
Jearn to detect the optical and sensory
faliccles of which you read in books on | Doubleday.
J mental -physiology. BExercise not aniy | In Omaha, Neb., half way across the
N musclés, but your power of dis-|COntinent, and wbout 40 hours from Bos-
» erimipating welghts, Cultivate walking | 100 by fast train, & man sits comfortably
and make it & pleasure as well as a con. | in his office chalr, and with no more
venlence, Taks every opportunity of | ®Xertlon than is required to lift & porta-
bie recelver off his desk talks every

of your country. Remember that all
that you think of England, and which
you rightly ought to think, Iis also
thought by French and (ermans and
Americans and Hungarians and Chinese
concerning thelr own countiry; the
strength of jts inhabitants, the beauty
of Its women, the courage of its soldiers,
and Its excellence {n all the arts and re-
finements of life.

TER LONGEST TALK,

From “Stotrles of Inventord,” by Russell

jearning any bodily exercise, whethor

riding or awimming, rowing or nlﬂln“l‘dl)‘ to his representative In the chief
,z‘ ‘whatever you do do It, as Fox said | New England city. The man in Boston
e 4id, "with all your resources al the | hears his chief's volde and can recog-
*. Laarn, as you mAY very ‘'well | Dise the peculiarities In It just as-if he
without baing artists, to draw wsuf- | #00d In the same room with him. The
flelently to sxplain your . Never | man in Nebraska, speaking in an ordi-
‘wuste timas over worthless ture, and | BAry conversational tone, ean be heard
i to be sure of wha good read | perfoctly well In BHoston, 1,600 miles
which has «| away.
time snd remains to us as the! This s the longest talk on record—
winnowed and result | that in, it is the longest continuous tele-
of the nation, the and the [phone line in steady and constant ube,
- wit of centurits. Beware of preju-| though the human volce has besn oar-
your profession, | ried even gremter distances with the aid
. ~prejudices | of this wonderful Instrument. ~
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“GAB" ADDIORE.

From the Chicago Tribuna.

The tidal wave of Tuesday which
swept s0 many good men Into office
may have been the means of lifting intg
the United Btates senate that noxious
creature, “Gas” Addicks—J. 'Edward
O'Bulllvan Addicks of Delaware. It will
be a bitter drop in the cup of victory
If that man, who for about ten years
has been systematically debauching the
citizsong of Delaware and transforming
them into a herd of voting cattle, should
at last succesd In buying his way Into
the senate. If he can do that after be-
ing fought off s0 many times by those
Republicans who could not bear to sre
thelr wtate dlshonored, It will be a proaf
that perseverance and a pocketbook can
do almost anything.% _

If Addicks Anally has forced his wuy
into the senats over the dead body of
Delaware's honesty, he should be grested
in Washington with such politieal and
socinl ostraclem as to make the day
his triumph far bitterer than the day
his greatest defeat ever was,

The cause of nonesty and good gov-
ernment gained ground in middie
weost last Tuesday and lost .
ware. Roosevelt han so
yotes to spare that it s a
fome those of Delaware,
might have bsen baffled

L™

Chalrman Taggart n early
to talk palition, and Fmi “right
Most peopls do not live by polities alons.

—

hint to take svery possible
againet Jlke disasters

Btill, 1t is to be feared that
oratic party will not q-“ m;m to
o ¥y acce
Mr. Grover Cleveland. :

scath mcored as an aggregation of
boodlera. Douglas will earn
his salary. .

An election in Denver without a pro-
ongel rumpus over elsction frauds by
both parties would be new
and surprising. Woman suffrage does
not seem to have purified polition in
that city. or in the redt of Colorado to
any appreciable extent.

sway over in northweatern Washington
are going to make a fine exhibit, sureiy
?':h ’nomr“ of m_ can afford to be

The president has the I-want-to-say
habit, all 'the same as a great many
empty-headed spouters, and he ought
to get rid of . What is the use of

at the beginning of about svery third
sentence? He bas the floor;
anything, hearers will understand with-
out his telllng them 80 beforehand that
he wants to say It =

Oregon Sidelight

e e = DT

~ i
8

Oakiand has an amusement elub,

Cornelius (s antic & Dew hotel
and a bank  emtmdl

Young women of

m.c!“. Coqullle are to or-

of fine salmon.

A turkey .m year old, lh!pp.l-tﬂl.
lulm_wd‘h.d 38 pounds,

In & week the country will have con-
gress on its hands agaln,

—_—

A county division project.

It will do boys no harm to ballave all
they hear against cigarettes,

Two Myrtle Point residents are 53
and 90 years ojd respectively,

A basket soclal at Tualatin netted
which wlubouodlnbuﬂuhonu
The late Abraham Hackleman of Al-
:’unr owned his home plece of ground
years.

An Ashland spinsters’ entertalnment
cleared over §100 for the Chautauqua
Park improvement fund.

The papulation of Port Orford grew at
a8 two-Forty gait one night recently.
Twins were born to Mr. and Mrs, George
Forty.

Twenty lots In Cornellus wers sold to
different parties Inst weelk, indicating
that considerable bullding will be done
thers next year, .

We forget whether this is the for
Port Ar;hur to be in a toppling condition
or standing firm and proof against
assaults, It's one or the other, e

A Coos bay visitor to an Oukland,
Or., hotel could not blow out the sleotric
light and so enclosed 1t in his valise,

and thus shut off enough )
sould mleep. WhE-He 88

North Bend Post: Coos bay Is fast
galning fayer with ship owners ma a
safe harbor and one whers thers Is
something worth coming after and plenty
of it. Next summer the ships will be
#o ‘thick In our harbor that t
scarcely turn around in safety, t:,
will be carrying our produce to all parts
of the world and rushing back Iaden with
passongers seeking good homes and safe
Investmenta.

While the acreage of Grand Ronde
Sugar heets was not so large this year
as last, fhe total yleld was 20700 tons,

boets is computed at $30.50 per acre, the
factory paying 86 per ton for them. It
pald out 103,500 for beets, and 16,000 for
labor In the factory. The output will be
56,000 hagw of first-clans granuisted sugar.
Moro Obmerver: A lady
to reproduce the reclpe w
bed bugs In this shack 13 YOAIs ago:
One ounce oll, two
Hquid ainmonll. one and one-half
turpentine. Put Into a spring ofl
and | into orack
that .‘ﬁ’a‘m Is 1 ¥y to lur
appliontions will entirely rid a room
the pest, When we bought this
In preferegos to a woodshed for the
server home, we ran into millions

thlst

o speaker repeating I want to eay”|

Some Coos county peopls are agitating | Am
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unique career In marriage In 1885 to a
rich English commoner,  8ir Francis
Cook, Bart,

“I am rich, very rich"

immortal by giving women the frun-
chise; making the superior part of the
human race, In the eyes of the law, at
least, equal fo the black man."”

Lady
challensingly, Ty

“There's to be & new political party,”
she continued. “Money and influence
of the highest, LoOth in England and
America, are back of me. Hitherto the

model father, on record

the second Lincoln—Ameri-
century emancipator,” cried
with the tragic sweep of a

;

Doy DartyZopen e camouEnT- . was

oyt ] -

“T have had an mgent looking since

the Influence of English women.. Then,
they are mors given to thNe frivolitiss of
drass and noclety. the other hand,
1 find less tippling smoking among

erjean women than among English
women of the higher classes.”

“With headquarters msecured, what
then T

This was a question not to be handled
with gloves, From a background of silk
plllows, Lady Cook rose. Off came the
white glace gloves.

“The banner of the new party will be
flung mcross the highwey,”, she cried,
“emblasoned with the name of whatever
woman may be chosen for candldate
for president of the United Btates™

It is 33 years since Victoria C. 'Wood-
hull figured as the preaidential candi-
date of the Egqual Rights party. Ten-
newsee Claflin followed her sister into

her oponent, “Bunset” Cox. The polit-
feal almanacs have not deemed it nec-
essary to record.- the number of votes
east for the sisters. Lady Cook has a
vivid recollection as well as a pictorial
record of those stormy days, when the

rnessed her

would not accapt It, If Illke Caesar's
crown. it were thrice offered to her—
offered a sillver salver or roll of
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anie Claflin |
Crusading  {[}

the president to go down In| Ma

| sochoolmasters are cheaper than jalls and
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" g mighty
who loves flowers.”™
something mighty
&t the Cglumbia theatre last even-

:
i
H

i
-
L

£
i
4

zsz
ie
1

§

|

]
5

i
&
g
il
:

i

>
£
]

3

i

:
:

4
i
3

L1

i

i

igg
!l

i1,

T

1
:
]

i
;
i

:

g_ :

:
i

4

‘
%

i
£

|

i

i
| iﬁ;

iE
i

!
;

:

!l
hl
g5ige

i

|
!E
i
i

Laurette A gives ® Mra. Rardolph
very nmrti » Barrell
was satisfactory In his 4 iation
scena. WHITNEY.

—_—

Dr. Charles W. Dabnay, one of thé
leading educatora of the south and west,
belleves 1in the public school. Free
sohool, he mays, is meceasary for a free
government. In his inaugural address
as president of the University of Cin-
cinnat!, Dr. Dabney sald: -

“Let us cast out of our minds all
haif-hearted arguments for the free ed-
ueation of all the people. It is true
that it pays a community to edueats all
its youth, but the public school is not
a charity institution. BSchoolhouses and

soldlers; but we do not found the publie
school upon any such ground as this
Buch arguments for . free schools are
Jttle less than an Insult to a free pao-
ple. The true democracy s something
nobler than a pollceman guarding and
protecting our property and our rights
The democracy establishes Its public
schools to traln new citizens and to fit
them for self-government, and when It
shall have done its full duty in this re-
spect there will be no need of policemen
and soldlers.

“A democracy spending hundreds of
millions for warshipa and forts, for
armies and navies, Is snough to
devils jJoy. If we spent one fourth of
thia treasure in wchools and missions,
the whole world would soon bs ours In
bonds of love, and there would be no
nend of these engines of desth and de-

plished by free publio mchools under the
control of all the peopla™
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Journal of

Lewis and Clark

November $8—About § o'clock last ev-
ening it commenced -to smow and con-
tinued till daybreak, after which it
ceased till 7 o'clock, but then' resumed
and continued during the day, the
weather belng cold and the river full
of floating lee. About 8 o'clock Fo-
scopeahe came down to vislt us with
some warriorsa. We gave them presents
and entertained tham with all that
might amuse their ouriosity, and at
parting we told them that we had heard
of the BEritish trader, Mr. Laroche,
hvuz:tmptd to distribute medals
and among them, but that those
emblems could not be received from any
other than the American nation with-
out Incurring the displeasure of their
groat father, the proeasldent. ' They left
us much pleased with thelr treatment
The river fell ons inch today.

Annia Payson Call, In Leslie’s Monthly

- Magazine for December.

1t ws ourssives loved & truthful,
quist way of living better than any
other way, how would we faal to moe
our friends &wu to oslebrate our
birthday wil in, anxiety and con-
fuslon? If we valued a loving consid-

nelghbor and Ma."
be In every Christ-
Christendom. The




