" THE INDEPENDENT VOTER.
P SEEMS TO BE enerally understood, or believed,

. .

that what is called the independent vote is increasing,

that there are more independent voters than ever be-vsuffer exhausting sorrow in

h in thi§ country. The independent voter is one who,
| “not entirely satisfied with either of the two principal politi-
. feal parties, and not in accord with any of the small parties,
“lEnd With 3 minifiodm amount of “prejudice or bias, con-

L seientiously choases the party and candidates that seem to

* lhim somewhat better than the others, chooses the least of

B 3gwo evils. This kind of an indépendent voter is not a

O crar nor a one-ideaed . doctrinaire, nor an obstinate

8 Satiekler for impracticable reforms, nor a visionary political

Wagabond. He is not a Prohibitionist, though perceiving
le the evils of the liquor traffic, because he knows the
ptal abolition of that traffic is not attainable. He is not

jocialist, because, though recognizing the theoretical
fits of that propaganda, and the good excuses for its
Spresentation, he knows that it is not only utterly im-

- IBmacticable but if possible would be disastrous.” He is not

i ulin. because he knows that party is but a harelquin
eton, a fragment of what it once was and sought to be,

he is limited, if he would make his vote and voice in the

st . effective, to the Democratic and the Republican

B AS between them,” their records, their platforms, their
ndidates, their policies and plans and purposes, he must

, e. For this purpose the truly independent voter first
‘elears himsell as far as possible of preconceived and in-
“herited notions, and carly bias. He will not be a Republi-
gan, or a Democrat, because his father was so. He realizes

e,

organs and campaign orators, like an attorney ability and foresight.

ih a law case, present only the best of their own side, and
"the worst of the other side; that they exaggerate and dis-
fort and miscolor and misrepresent in both directiéns; that
hey have selfish objects to serve, and cannot be depended
pon to tell the plain, real truth about either party.
gt the situation for himself. He rrobes into th
refully examines the present, and forecasts as
jpasible the future, with this .
peerely and intelligently then, having decided, uses his
fldence dnd casts his vote for that party and those candi-
ites which he determines to be the better. He may vote
r a Republican for president at one time, and for a
Republican for president and a Democrat for congress,
jor vice versa. He may vote for a Republican for congress
for Demo candidates for the legislature in ordeg
get rid of an offensive senatorial boss and servant of
Csystem.” And in local, that is, county and city elec-

e

ns, he votes for the better men, according to the best
t, with little or no regard for their politics,
ident voter has been and is the subject of
1 fs the party organs; hé is .ridiculed, de-
od, d ; and yet the truth is that he is the politi-
of a ublic like ours. He is a man who cannot
ight, bullied, cajoled, or deceived. Neither is he
ny illugion ; he ‘does not expect to accomplish much,
ng appreciable very soon, by acting thus .inde-
: ‘but he is setting an example, that will be fol-
ywed constantly increasing number until after awhile
hese in dent voters will hold the balance of power in
“our states, counties and cities, and indeed in the
them both parties will beware. And who
at ‘when that comes to pass politics
~ whole e? ‘Then declaimers and
alizin ants will not so readily and audaciousl
pt to deceive hearers and readers with flatulent fabri-
s and preposterous pretensions.
4 f————————————

3 SIZE AND WEALTH NOT ALL.
e

PPAHE CHIEF ASPIRATION of most American cities
$ § is for mere bigness. The chief if not practically
#  the sole aspiration of most of their business men has
been to make a good deal of money. These are not cen-
surable, are cven laudable, aspirations and endeavors, but
Shey have too much crowded out, or overgrown and
"@warfed other very important aspirations and endeavors.
! and zealous desire, in comparatively few if not
slated cases appearing for pleasant and refined surround-
fnes. for the best and hroadest kinds of educational ad-
antages, for good, clean, honest, economical yet progres-
ive government, for the really, ultimately and eternally
things of life and best results of living, has been sub-
ted, to these narrower and baser ambitions, if not
I8 fotally exterminated in municipal life. :
- ‘How many look at anything but figures—those disclos-
E a city’s population, commerce, manufactures and im-
_ R provements, as spelt in dollars? Few. But other inquiries
‘Sare or should be important, sgch as these: Have the homes
Bbeen rendered more attracti
ehools broadened and risen to an adequate comprehension

e, inside and out? Have the
* the meaning of education? Have we paid so much at-
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tention to mills that we have given no thonght to art? Have
we been so intent on making money that deserving charities
have been neglected? Are we so busy that we nevet have
a thought for those who in vain seek something to do. or
silence and in secret?
we forgotten that life is short, and rushing renders ‘it
shorter, and that we can take nothing of our accumulations
with us? Have we really considered what ' true success
means? - : ' AR S

No, most residents of busy and growing cities think
little or nothing of any of these things. They are too busy
or indifferent to anything else but making money and the
most material growth of their home cities even to think of
or at least to work and strive for better municipal govern~
ment, “O, let it go,” they say, in effect; “I'll dodge what
taxes | can, and otherwise look out for myself; the city is
growing splendidly, and 1 am making money; that is
enough.” No, it is not enough. Better a slower growth if
it can be made a proportionately better growth. Better
less . profits and a broader, purer, nobler life, either as an
individual or a city.

e — ———

THE BIG FIGURE IN RAILROADS. |

- HEN considering the matter of real figures in the
W railroad business what is the matter with Edward
Henry Harriman? Here is 2 man who is now
at the head of the bi?e_n syndicate of railroad enterprises
in the country, and if he keeps up his recent tate of progress
will become, if he has not already become, the most colossal
railroad figure the country has yet produced. .
Mr. Harriman has played his cards with remarkable skill,
His mainstay and reliance has been
the bondholder. In his policy, the' wisdom of
which has not always been apparent, judged from purely
local njndpointn, he was governed by the point of view of
the foreign bondholder an in the end, by deserving it, suc-
ceeded 'in obtaining his complete confidence. . When
menaced by the absorption of the Burlington into the Hill-
Morgan syndicate it was this confidence alone which pro-
vided a ready market for his offering of $80,000,000 worth
of Short Line bonds through which he entered upon that
:Emcular and costly campaign that gave him control of
Northern Pacific. In the final settlement of the
Northern Securities case he emerges with the control of the
Burlington, a vastly important line within what is strictly
Union Pacific territory, the Northern Pacific passes into
and friendl r{undu which already control railroad
terests outside of his sphere, and therefore non-competi-
tive, while Mor and 'Eﬂll, his most threatening rivals are
thrust into and limited to their own peculiar territory . whese

tlu&cumot interfere with him.
- Wi

th powerful rivals practically eliminated or relegated
to territories which they can justly claim, with a free swing
in the territory which is naturally tributary to his lines, he
may now enter on a period of ex jon and development,
rapidly extending the sphere of his influence until he is left
unrivaled in his chosen field of effort. ,
There may be others, but at this stage of the proceedings
Edward Henry Harriman appears to be distinctly and
emphatically “it.”

'CAUSES-OF PHYSICAL DETERIORATION,

TH'E SUBJECT of the physical deterioration of the

working classes of England is attracting’ miseh atten- - Fire
nited’ States.

tion in that country, and even in the
Books have been written about it; 2 patliament committee
has investigated it; church councils and health conventions
have discussed it; leading physicians are writing to British
magazines about it; so it would seem to be not altogether
an imaginary scare, or the phantom discovery of a vision-
ary pessimist. 6 3
Assuming then that such deterioration has taken and is
taking place, what are the causes? The answer generally

eed upon is: Neglect of proper housing, insufficient
food, bad habits, lack of apportunities to better conditions,
and of stimulous to ambition; and generally of "right
training.” [

This physical deterioration of the "lower class” of
Britons was brought sharply into view when armies were
being raised to fight the Boers, the London Spectator say~
ing: “An alarmingly large proportion of the men who
wished to go on active service were found to be physically
unequal to the task.” Sir Frederick Maurice stated in the
Contemporary Review that only two men out of. every five
who offered themselves for enlistment remained in the
army as effective soldiers after two years, even in times of
peace.

A recent report of a parliamentary investigating com-
mittee, while insisting that there has been much exaggera-

tion of the evil, admits that the alarm is not entirely un-

founded, and goes carefully into causes and remedies.
Chief among the former are overcrowding of population,
resulting in uncleanliness and foul air, and bad sanitation.
Ignorance and neglect on the part of parents are given as

Have a

anot incipal cause, It was determ
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dults.’ A mﬂ many uﬂm
the public, of course this

great many more that do not ¢
underfed, and this is true of

unsm!qh rominent_ca
craving for drink Dll.r:e'ly _
mentioned ; is both a resalt an &&

that drinking habits among the we

ing. Juvenile gigarette smoking

tards injuriously both physical and mental dev _
Bad teeth are also mentioned as comducive 10 gen
physical deterioration, and the conclusion was that
people’s teeth were much worse now than formerly. .

¢ haye not space here to go i , remedies in
detail, but the mention. of umpumpmdfw it
Ylmty of air, as pure as possible ; plenty of plain, nu
ood; regular work, but not ‘overwork, and good
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abstention from or only moderate indulgence in liquors or jnsures arge use in the fat

tobacco, particularly, in thé case of juveniles, cigarettes. '

But for multitudes in such a great city as London som
of these things are impossibilities. How are the poorer
classes of laboring men and women to obtain plenty of
?‘)I?m' m, pbd:n;ir and a ;;'quli;ite qmouhut ot're m& 2
These gs impossibl w can they 1
carelessness and callousness in the matter of rai g:ﬁ-
dren, and bad habits that become their only solace?
are hard questions, and the British “lords and gentlemen,
and right reverends and wrong reverends of lﬁt deserip-

e the same conditions exist in our f_reaterO

tions,” will find an answer very difficult.
In a less de
cities, particalarly New York and Chicago. | But this
deterioration, if it is taking place in the’ United States, is
not and will not be for a long time, if ever, so noticeable,
perhaps taking our whole population into view will not be
even appreciable to expert investigators, because the
“paprer iclasses” in our large cities are but a very small
fraction'of us, because we are increasing in population so
rapidly, and new, fresh blood is constantly being added, apd
because, finally, we have such a vast, magnificent domain,
both in area and in variety of soil, climate, resources and
opportunities, We should frequently pause a monjent to
be literally and consciously thankful that we are Americans,
Yet even inthis country the poor, the ill-housed and ill-
fed, the careless, callous and irresponsible, the idle and the
vicious, in our hrgc:ities..oonstitule a great and ing
problem, one té which far oo little attention is paid:
. —_—

FIREPROOF BUILDINGS IN c_onmemfno'ns.

ALTIMORE, Toronto and Rochester have been
Waterlgos for many “fireproof” creations the past
year, - Builders had begun to arrogate confidence in

the presence of earth’s mighty destroyer, fire. Three con-
flagrations nearly depleted the temple of idols. Loss meas-
ured by the million unit, and then requiring six figures, un-
folded a tissue of fanlts, wherein man must labor again to
revise, invent and rebuild. In the meek, pathetic confes-
sion made by fire protection engineers when they cast away
the word * u:proof ” and substitute therefor “fipe-resistant ”
is found the depth of significance three conflagrations have
for the world’s builders. .

~has become a ;rh:t science. Fore-

wood with stone w permanence was

g:.;a'lgibu cannot move with sich facility.
-scrapers do mot permit of the ponderous
style; inflexible economy Eractaced by the multitude, to-
day forces the use of combustible materiald. Furnishi

of buildings are not so far advanced in construction as the
buildings themselves. When fire once gains headway in
the great buildings of this age, heat is so intense that
structural steel collapses unless protécted, and many non-
combustible materials under ordinary conditions crumble
and fall, .

After gathering data and carefully collaborating it, fire
protection engineers aré just reaching conclusions on the
recent great conflagrations. Baltimore has been the scene
of most careful observation. Facts brought out there are
guiding our greatest builders, Underwriters have pub-
lished many valuable tracts on the faijures and triumphs
demonstrated by this $200,000,000 blaze. One that re-
ceives most considerate attention is from the pen of Perez
M. Stewart, late superintendent of buildings in the borough
of Manhatten, New York city.

Mr. Stewart concludes that steel columns and girders
must be protected. He found many terra cotta casings fell
away from their columns, partly because of faulty construc-
tion and partly because of inherent weakness. Cement and
boiler cinder compounds, when properly applied and of
sufficient thickness, stood the severest tests. Terra cotta
floors with space between the blocks and arches, often
scaled. In one office building sixteen safes fell from their
respective floors to the basement, bending and twisting
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1621 also devoted considerable space in his

: k,
“The Anatomy of Mclancholy,” to the consideration of the

causes of re me , ‘'wherein 'he treats quite
freely of “the intolea

unrighteous subtleties, impostures, illusions, new
f‘ es, traditions, false meracles, which they
forged to enthral, circumvent and subjugate them, to main-
tain their own estates.” Today, in the dominions of the
czar of all the Russians this has has not changed in the
least, and thus almost twenty centuries have rolled into
history since the dl{l of ‘Lucretius, and a y portion
of mankind is still victimized in the name of religion, with
this only difference that in cunning. and brutality these
modern efforts excel all those of the past. Indeed, of all
times and all places the abuse of religion has never been
so ‘successfully carried on as in Russia, that portion of
ignorance and ally of dispotism, and nowhere has. religion

been turned into so many shapes to serve all kinds of ends

as in that unhappy land. * |

. To. the foreigner, sojourning in Russia, everything pre-
sents an intensely religious appearance, and, when the gov-
ernment official has little or nothing tb say, the priest of
the Greco-Russian church certainly, has. Indeed, in no
land are the ministérs of the gospel
servants of the government as in Russia—in fact, they are
so cunningly worked into the imperial machioe and so thor-

rather ministers or

ble covetousness, strange forgeries,
have -ﬁl' _

oughly mixed that neither priest nor official, nop-any one -

else, can tell exactly where the line between the two is to
be Hence, whether it be a massacre of inoffensive
people by's mob; or a system of brutal by “the
regularly organized government, whether it be the p '
down of some discontent among students or workmen wi
bayomet and lead, or a decldration ti war against a neigh-
boring people—the priest is always on hand to play his
part.in the game, and to give moral sanction to thé¢ worst
of im lities and barbarities. _ '

A state of affairs like this is bad enough, but by far the
worst feature of religious abuse in Russia is in the fact that
among the governing class religion, outside of the unholy
uses they make of 'it, has absolutely neither, nieaning, nor
sanctity. The very men who lead the processions. with
crucifix br ikon{ who carry with them the image of some
saint or the relic of some holy martyr, who are first to seek
the “protecting power” of holy water or on their knees to
invoke the of battles to give them aid in their deadly
work of aggression on their neighbors, who are first to de-
nounce every other religious faith as false and impius and
to declare a war of extermination against dissenters—~these
very .men not only violate every religious precept when-
ever it suits their interests, but among themselves they
absolutely hold everything of a religious nature in ridicule
and contempt. .

And yet his majesty, Nicholas 11, is a pious man, and all
of the civil, military and ecclesiastical pirates who consti-
tute his government are all religious men! At least so they
are trying,to make the world believe. But the old, old
world, bus} as it ever is, has finally learned what it actually
means when the Bear of the North stands “with paws like
hands in prayer.”
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SORROW AND DESTINY &
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N (Copyright, 1984, by W. R Hearst.)
ELL might it be said that from
cetury to century a tragic poet
“has wandered through the lahy-
AR rifnths of destiny with the torch of
: ¥ in his hand” For in this way has each
sconrding to the forces of hia hour, fixed
S0 She soul Af the mnnals of man, and it is divine

. that has thus been composed,

' LIt is 1o the poots alone that we ean follow
pountless variations of the great unchang-
r, And to follow them Is Indeed In-
e fE. for at the root of the ides that they
B have formed of this power Is to be Tound,
i the purést essence of a natlon’s soul
1 & power than has never entirely coaned
., yot there are moments when it scarcely
f0 stir, and at such moments one feels
ife s neolther very active nor vury pro-
Onece only has {t been the object of in-
i worship; then was L even for the
AR awe-inspiring mystery. And there
fhing that is passing strange—Iit was the
period when the featureless divinity
gA4 mmost tertible and most {ncompre-
Bie that was the mont beautiful period of
1 and the people to whom desting wore
most formidable aspect were the hap-

. “people of all
AL ?ﬁlm that a secret force must un-

profitable quest.
found?
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at the #nd.

An wa progress so do

better than all
much there is of the

derlie thia Mes, or that tha idea ia In itself
the manifestation of a foroa,

Does man develop in the mesasure that he
recognizes the greatness of the uanknown that
wways him, or Is It the unknown that develops
in proportion to man? Today the idea
destiny would seem to be again awakening, and
te go forth in search werd pérhaps no um-
Hut

To go forth In search of destiny what is
this but to seek all the sorrows? There ls no
destiny of joy, no star that bodas of happiness.
The star that Is so ¢alled Is only the star of
forbesrance. Yet it is. well that we should
sally forth at times in search of olr sorrows
s0 that we may learm to know them and ad+
mire them, and this even though the gpeat
shapoless mass of destiny be not ancountered

Besking our sorrows we shall bs most of-
fectively seeking ourselves, for It may be truly
suld that the walue of ourselyms ia but the
value of our melancholy and xr disquiet
nobler and more beautiful, and Marcus Aurel-
fus is to be admired above all men, because,
men has he understood how

migned mmile it must weal, at the depths of us

Thus Is it too with the sorrows of humanity,
They follow & road which resembles the road
of our own sorrows, but it Is longer and surer
and must lead to fTatherlands that the last
comers alone shall know. This road also has
phywical sorrow for its starting point] it has
only just rounded the fear of ¢ goda, and
today it halts by & new abyss depth the
very wisest of us have not yot sounded.

Ench century holds another sorrow dear for
esach: century discerns a new destiny. It s
otrialn that we no longer interest ourseives,
as was formerly the case, In the catastro-
phea of passion and the quallty of sorrow
revonled in the most tragic masterpieces of
the past ls Inferior to the quality of the wot-
rows today. Ly

of

where shall it be

feot us now, only by meana of that which i
Brought to bear on the single acoldents of
love and hatred they reproduce by the reflec-
tlon and new nobility of sentiment that the
phin of living has ereated within us.

There #re moments when it would neem s
It wa wers on the threshold of a flew peasim-
{am, mysterious and perhaps very pure

The mowst redoubtable sages, Bchopenhauer,
Carlyle, the Russigns, the vians and
the good oplimist Emerson, or there =
nothing more discouraging than a wilful op-

they

soul in the ‘meek, re-

Whence does It come

™

Which of us recalling the
T Whither Mﬂ it got

Why does it descend upon us? Thesa werd

problems to which the

creature of genlug shall have ut Tinal
word of the sorrow that shall perhaps wholly
purify.

In the meanwhila we are In the hands of
strange powers whose intshtions we are on the

ove of divining. y
At the time of the great tragie writers of

It s only indirecily that these tragedies af- °
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low & level as 1,875,284 nores, which is

collected throughout the sountry in the
whoeat crop was grown upon
atrow, so that this year thete is a de-
cn\n of 208,303 wmcres, squivalent to 13
c;' ba Interesting o

, If the mveana were avallable. what
this year's orop was

spring sown. In all probabiiity, how-
 fever, It would be found that the propér-
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