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THE SERIOUS QUESTION OF ASSESSMENT AND TAXA
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8 WAS STATED in a former article on the subject
A of assessment and taxation, "uniformity and
eqmlily"; both under the censtitution and as &
matter of abstract right, Is the fundamental basls of the
taxation of all properiy. This result Is sought to be
reached in a variety of ways, but the most consclentious
assennor at times finds it hard to even spproximate this
ideal. There are classes of corporations which represent
large capitalisations and earning ocdpacity, whose tangi-
ble property bears but a small relstion in. value to tha
capitalisation or earning capacity. In this class are tele-
graph, telephone, express, sleéping car, refrigerator car,
rallroad companies and the like. These corporations en-
joy the protection of our laws, the henefit of our develop-
ment, are given byery fueility to do business, and their
fncomes and returns incresse with our progress and
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where the party stood
for and there was just as little doubt tha
those policies would have been put imto effsct had the
party been successful at the polis. .
Two successive defeats coupled with a settlement of

-

Democrats who saw no other way out and the body of
Gold Demoorats ‘who were more than anxious to onoe
again see that wing of the party In the ascendency.
There is little doubt that the absolute judgment of the
Bt. Louls convention was simply to ignore the sliver ques-
tion, but when that negative position was outflanked by
the Parker telegram, after the first white heat of indig-
natlon what Had hitherlo been ihe great majority of the
party bowed gracefully to the Inevitable, accepting the
new dispensation in perfect good faith; awaiting only a
bold, sure and vital enuncistion to concentrate upon the
common enemy In a battle that would long be remems
bered.

It was not too much to ask of those new forces into
WhloRh the dentinies of the party bad been committed for s
vitalizsing pronunciamento that would have alectrified the
party, if not the country. Ho far the national campalgn
has been little more than a fight of the outs to get In.
Bomethiug more than this 1s looked for; it s expected
to comae In the Jetter of acceptance which will be lasued
Monday. For thix reason It s eagerly looked forward to
in the west which, howover mistakenly In the judgment
of somé, having stood for momething definite In the past
will hope to do so in the present campalgn,

——— e

INCREASING COMMERCE OF JAPAN.

APAN has made wonderful progress in the last few years
ot only In bullding a navy but also in bullding upa
merchant marine and Increasing her forelgn commerce.

During the bhundreds of years when Japan was closed
tightly against the rest of the world, and before the
United Blates cracked ils shell, Japan had no sommerce
at all. But new Japan handies mome than 3 per cent. of
the marine tofinage of the world, not un insignificant
,m when tﬁ considers 1he great commerelal nations,

cess and after many experiments, & principle of taxation
developed In conmection with this class of property
through & tax on “gross earnings.” . This system is far
from perfact, and has some . But on the
whole has been found to work reasonably well. No seri-
ous burden is entalled upon the corporation, and so lonp

MWT the paopia. .
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sz the taxation is equitable and such-a& corporation s
required to pay only Its fuir share towards carrying on
the government, no well-founded complaint csn be -m
They tequire and get the protection of, the, laws,
they should ald in mainisining -them.

As the law etands today, an company for In-
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HINT TO SOME HOMESEEKERS.

GOOD MANY bomesetkers are now coming to
Oregon. Most of them come first to Portland,
! and then scatter out. Bome of them would pre-
fer to obtain comparatively small tracts of land not very
far from this city, but perhaps they are not sure of just
what they could ralse profitably. \

Frult, potatoes and other yegetables, and pouitry and
oggs, always find a ready market hers, and command a
good price, but it is the Iatier class of products to which
this article directs thelr attention.

If any of these families go to housckeeping here a little
while, pending the meleciion of a future home, they will
discover that they have to pay 26 cents a dosen for fresh
Oregon eggn, and Ilater they will have to pay more; and
for a chicken of average sise and quality they must pay
50 or 60 cents. We imagine that thess prices will strike
the immigrant from lowa or Missour! as high, but we
are used to them here. ' J

Naturally these Immigrants will jump’to the comolu-
sion that this region Is for some reason not well adapted
to raising poultry and the production of eggs. But this
is not so. On Lhe contrary poultry and aggs can be pro-
duced here as easily and nearly as cheaply as anywhers
in the country. The climatie is usually mild. The water
is pure, Any mort of feed 18 easily ralsed. Then why
are poultry and eggs =0 high? Why are we importing
many carloads of eggs annually, none of them entirely
fresh and many of them offensively stale, from the Mis-
slasippl valley?

The only Imaginable reason is that the present residents
of Oregon are too busy otherwise, or tob Intent on bigger
business, or too Indifférent 0 go to the comparatively
slight trouble of ralsing more chickens and caring for
their hens po that they will lay nearly the year round.

This s the sithation, and It offers an opportunity to

to get a tract of land anywhers within moderstaly eany
reach of Portland. Poultry and égg ralsing need not be
muide the sole business, of course; It can be combined
with the production of other things: but many a
could make n full, falr living on & small t of Jand
out of pouitry and eggs alone,

The time certainly should soon come when, sven If
Oregon does export some pouitry and eggs to Alaska and
cisewhere, it should still have an abundancs, at

prices than now prevall, without any importstions
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scores of homeseekers with amall means, If they choose|!
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s Weekly.
. HIll's experience of he thinks,
has been dafective. Too restrictad a
contact with general soclety and too
much ooncentration on politieal detalls
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free and frank,
tigun, times constrained
oven to dicourteously when
per men him questions about
the
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From the New York World.
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who runs & delicat-
Brookiyn, is the Tirst to

Bantos. He says it cured

cure othefs, Taylor, who

ankée, and mlong in years,

ed with Indigeation., He
for It, even doctora, he
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