FIREBOAT GEORGE H. WILLIAMS
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WITH LOCAL AND VISITING OFFICIALS ON BOARD AFTER HER TRIAL TRIP,
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Bafore a crowd of 5,000 people, who
lined the docks on the water front and
Burnside street bridge, the firebgat
George H. Willlams was given her first

4trial trip yesterday afternoon. Tho test
was in every respect a success, and dem-
ons that the fire fighter is all
that Mer bullders cliimed for her.

Briefly summarised, the more import-
ant points brought out by the test are
as follows:

Speed Exceeds Expectations.

The boat showed a speed of 11 miles
an hour—one mile more than had been
expected.

From one of /the monitors. a stream
of water two Inches In dlameter can
be thrown a distance of €00 feet,

The vessel can whirl around in a space
the dlameter of which Is not greater
than her own length.

Her engines, bollers and pumps work
to the entire satisfaction of the fire
department.

Her maneuvering qualities are remark-
ahle—she can dodge about In the har-
bor like an expert bicyalist In a crowded
street.

“At the first big fire which breaks

|Bwigert,

H Williams will pay for herself,” re-
marked Ralph Cook, chief of the Beattle
fire department, who accompanied the
craft on her trial trip.

Wil Prove a Wondes.

It was éarly in the 'afternoon when
the snorting Tire Tighter steamed out
from her berth at the foot of East
Washington street. Captain Harry Em-
kins, one ef the oldest pllots In the
district, was at the wheel. Aside from
the officers, crew and rlremen, thers
were A& few Invited guests on board
Among whom were: H. C. Wortman,
H W. Goddard, R L. GHsan, C. F.
Robert D. Inman, Ralph Cook,
chief of the Seattle fire department, J.
C. Redmond, of Seattle, and J. C. Poyns,
ex-chlef of the Tacoma fire depart-

ment,
left the wmteel

At 1:53 the steamer

bridge for 8t. Johns. This trip was
made to test her speed and machinery.
At 2:05 she passed the flour mills and
at 2:21 reached the drydock. making
the five-mlile stretch in 28 miutes. Tt
is estimated that at this rate she can
make 11 miles an hour with little dif-
flculty. Her bullders did not expect

out on Portland’'s water front the George

than 10 miles an hour. Those who ao-
companied her on"the down trip say
that the craft behaved admirably, and
in case of an erhergency, they are
confident that she will prove a wonder
when it becomes necessary (¢ reach a
burning district on quick time
Throws Toms of Water.

On her return to the harbor the ves-
sel prooceeded at a letsurely gait Arriv-
ing at a point between the steal and
Burnside bridges, she gave a water-
throwing exhibition. Bimultansously
she shot seven streams of water from
asn many different directions. At the
same time she kept darting bank and
forth across the channel. Great vol-
umes of water ascended several hundred
feet into the alr, deluging a broad area
Viewed at a distance the scene reminded
one of a cluster of spoutling geysers.
Passing steamers were given a good
drenching. The proper range was sasily
fudged and the Williams' powerful mon-
itors did the rest. much to the apparent
satisfaction of the spectators, who oc-
cupled points of vantage from which
they ocould secure a good view of what
was taking place

up to that part of the harbor 1ying be-
tween the Burnside and Morrison street
bridges, and once more gave a striking
illustration of her capabilities. At the
foot of Ankeny street a barge of gravel
was being discharged, and amlid shouts
of laughter a hose was turned
the men, who were doing the work. Al-
though forced to retreat in disorder,
the workmen took thelir drenching good
naturedly.
Is Baslly Handled.

the water with the ease of a bird upon
the wing. Water In mighty streams |
seemed to be issuing from aloft, for-
ward and aft, from port and starboard.
Conservative sitimates placed the length
of the streams at fully 600 feet. While
her torrents were in full play, the boat
shipped from one side of the harbor to
the other, with no apparent effort, and
turned around several times on the way.
She xig-sagged, “crawfished’ ‘and per-
formed many other evolutions, which
showed that she knows how to man-
euver around in short order should oc-
casion reguire It The performance

and turned completely around in a space
not greater than her own length. The

act was greeled with cheers.

In the harbor were a large mumber
lof emall boals paddling around the at-
Itmtlon of the hour, determined mot to
upon miss anything there was to be seen.

Oaly One Aocident.

There was only one -mishap to mar the
continued to throw
| water after she got Into her berth. B8id
| Holgate, one of the firemen, was acci
Then the steamer began to glide over | . .. 11v siruck by a no:llomlnd had to
He is not badly hurt.

Seattle's Chief Enthusiastic.
Ralph Cook, chief of the Beattle fire
department, was more than pleased at
the showing made by the fireboat. He

|occasion. The boat

| be carried ashore.

BAYyS!:

“At the first big fire that breaks
out on Portland's water front she will
She works splendidly
and will give a good account of herself.
Our fireboat at BSeattle has saved the
property holders her weight in gold, and
the Portland bhoat is her superior.
H. Willlams has capacity for
discharging 6,000 gallons of water a

pay for herself.

George

was completed when the Willlams

the veapel to show a speed of more

Becoming restlesa, the steamer moved

backed over to a point near her berth

minute,

while ours has only a 6,000
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Enough hose can ..
be attached to make It poseible for her WMATH
to do very effective work two or three e e ot
blocks back from the river. 3

“From our boat at BSeattle we have
Allen & Lewis' Best _ﬁ-. 5]

|eallon capacity. But both vessels are
very similar in design and construction
“It s Ao mistake to think that she
can only fight fires that are situated
on the river banks

fought fires to advantage which were
located on Second avenue."
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