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WHAT 4S HIS DEFENSE?

iy

Piiblic Anxlous to Hear What He Has
“to Say Abodt Charges of Fraud
in Land Office Under His
Administration.

Binger Hermann has comes back from
Washington to enter a plea of not
gullty, before the wvoters of the
congressional district, to the
which caused his removal in disgrace
from the office of land commisaloner,
which are now being investigated by the

government's stigfneys, and which may
yet result In lictment.
The election T three wesks'

distant. The grand jury is not now in
eeasglon. The lipd of the governmentl's
pecrel agents and detectives are sealed
until they are called to the witness
stand. The reports that have been filed
at Washington raoommondlnl Her-
mann's indictment joalousy t
from the knowledge of I.hc publiec. g
portant exhibits which were attachsd to
one of those reports and which were to
have gon used as ovidence against him
have ‘mysteriously red unfler
circumstances which Indlesate that they
were stolen to l-hO prosecution
which seemed . "33.‘.‘ M ihe. triai fot
the McKinley-Ware.-Puter cases has n
postponed until fall. . For the momaent,
therefors, Binger Hermann is
odme baok to Oregon to
llct he is guiiticss, the ing
malicious defamers.

u?t victim of ﬁ
n W

has cou

tor! i:ngn ‘wag ‘wont  to

bé him as the Uriah Heep of Cl't-

mon c—"a

x.nw Bl r,;.-m‘ -na m

palaver unapproached,” to quote its efli-

torial * description of him only a few

months ago—but the congréssman 1

need all his powers of olly persuas
conviction bafore the

of opinion. All thay he hnprht
is the Bceotch verdict of "not proven.”
in of-
filee began over 30 years ago, when,
while receiver of the Roscburg land of-
fice, he acquired 4,000 acres of govern-
ment land admittedly in violation of the

laws of the Unlted mﬂ the rules
of the [nterior d il still
in the on lnd on}

land,

illegal b c e huﬂ
gun_in. mited 1o E
no '

e R e e

of Benson and Hyde were successfully
consummated, that wholesale homestead
entries were made In fictitious names by
Horace McKinley and his confederates,
.and that the government was muleted
of many th of dolldrs by the
fraudulent surveys public lands. The
epartm

”

‘land 4 ent” Was permeated with

fraud. g [fs employes, among

 them msome of thege mest intimately as-
/moclated with Hermann, were Iin the pay
of the thieves who were stealing the

public domain. Bermnn himself gavao

lnnluahlo the land-grab-

bera by ru the frandu-

lent ho“ ut‘! s fled In the

names of g ver exm.m.
"“There no £

the Oregonlan of" l "‘lo

question the statement thnt then have
been ‘leaks' In the genqral land office

and that so person or persons in that
office, inalde information, fur-
nuhedExum fng In Orégon and
other s hich emabled them to take

up lands that were marked for with-
drawal, 8nd probably - for permanent
reservation. Buspicion centers around
a certain- official who was forced out of
the land office just prior to Commis-
ploner Hermann's retirement, azg the
“elrcums under which he left are

such as this Individual to have

been of th‘.xl'lbro to dispense govern-

ment :mma conslderation. More-

over, H Wwas ‘véry dclose to
Commissioner Hermann, personally and
~ofcially at times, and even when forced
out of office under a dark cloud was de-

fended By mann; That this indi-
vidual ha e knowledge as to with-
drawals rdly be questioned, but
he must had such knowledge with

‘the co t'of his superiors.”

@Grand Jury Revelations.

Startling ‘revelations of the corrup-
tion that prevalled in the land office
during the Hermann ragime wers made
in tho course of the recent Investigation
by = federal grand jury in Washington,
D. C, and some of Hermann's immedi-
ate subordinates and confidential as-
pistants confessed on the witness stand
‘their own complivity in the frauds and
acknowledged that tht{,.l':d been in the
pay of the land-grab These are
‘matters of common knowledge.

No one, least of all the Oregohian,
then pratended tha inger Hermann
'was ignorant of ity that was

stod, futorin: death, burned out 10 shops and threat-
< ened e M* on
ings, about.the brnorg at,:a:n street

" of a ¥
to resign because of embéar-
com 3 the’ Jand-
e, it openly
Humnn m tundln: ln on nrl-

an overhealed waffle iron in a block of
wooden bulldings late yesterday after-
noon  almost saffocited 4 woman to

and ‘l‘hlrd avenue.

{$10,000.° The Villa hotel was virtually
destroyed. From It was carried Mrs. J.
P. Martin in .4n uncoascious éondition,
but she revived in the opén air.
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JAPANESE
FALL BACK

Great Guns!

How That Boy Has Grown Since I Left.

Encounter Superior Force
and Retreat on Feng
Huang Cheng.

HARASSEDBY COSSACKS

Denlal Made of Story That Two Crul-
sers Were Damaged Off Port
Arthur — Kaichau Loss
Also Exaggerated.

BULLNTIN,
Chefoo, May 20.—Excessively heavy
firing has been heard in the direction of
Port Arthur today and it is believed a
battle is being fought there.

Niuchwang, May 20. — Monday last,
according to official reports, a division
of the Japanese troopa, numbering 20,000
men, encountered a Russian force of
11,000 men at a point west of Feng
Huang Cheng.
The Japaness finding themselves con-
fronted by such & superior force, at
once retired. deeming It unwise to has-
ard battle and having nothing to guin,
as the movement forward was purely a
strategio one. The encounter took place
60 miles west of Feng Huang Cheng.
Coasacks harassed the Japanese
flanks with conslderable losses to both
nides, not sufficlent, however, to be re-
garded as serious. The main body of the
Japanese army was soon joined by the
retreating forces, when the Russians
stopped their pursult and withdrew, fall-
ing back to a position a short distance
from where the encounter took place,

BUSRIA CLAIMS VIOTORY.

Says in Enoounter With Fapanese Tather
Fled Paaio-Stricken.
(Joutnal Bpectul Service.)

Bt. Petersburg, May 20.—A Mukden

diepatch announces that a Russian- de-

tachment encountered a Japaness force
marching westward May 18, and suc-
ceaded In turning It

Another detachment met a force of

Japanese 1! miles north of Feng Huang

Cheng and, after a hand-to-hand en-

counter, the Japanese fled panic-stricken

and driven by Russian bayonets.

The general staff denieas the report

MEN REST

Ten Days—-—Deadlock
Is Still On.

(Journal Bpecial Bervice.)
Springfield, 111, May 20.—After a ses-
glon of nine days, elght of which have
been spent in fruitiess balloting, the
Republican state convention this morn-
Ing adjourned until May 31, after tak-

‘elght ballots, the last resulting In
Y getting 483 votes; Lowden, 39:;
Deneen, 885; Hamlin, 113; Warner, §3;
Sherman, 46, and Plerce, 29,
Yesterday there ‘were slgns of a
break from the leadershlp, as it was be-
coming plainly apparent that the dele-
gates were tiring of the continual delay
in arriving at a eonclusion. Btill thn
wére no signs of stampeding.
Last night many of the delegates :m
grn. and this morning others followed

m'm ‘was such a deadlock known In
the history of Illlnois polities. It riv-
als the national comvention in 1880 In
Chicago, whea-the Grant ddlegates stood
like & stone wall for ballot after ballot.
It was practically agreed last night
that In the event of a failure to select
a candidate on, ballot this morning the
om‘rum would rest from its labors
untfl the first of June, to allow for a
private reconsideration and new line-up.
It Is expected.there will be & gensral
shifting of the smaller votes when the
convention again resumes.

OVERHEATED WAFFLE
IRON CAUSES FIRE

(Bpecial Dispatéh to The Journal.)
Beattle, May 20.—Fire starting from

The total damage amounted to about

Res-

taurants, shoe shops, tallors and jewel- | All

EIGHTEEN

T. P. Jackson and P. F. Kiser, employes
of the Colorado Southern rallway, were

u-n

MENDROWN

Steamer Turret Bay Goes
Down Off Halifax in

Heavy Fog.

(Journal Bpecial Service.)

Halifax, N. 8., May 20.—With her port
almost reached, after a voyage from the
antipodes, the steamer Turret Bay was
sunk off 8t. Paul's Island today and 18
members of the crew lost their lives.

Thirteen men went down with the
ship, 14 others were bhrought ashore
with great difficulty and five of these
died within a short time from the ter-
rible exposure to which they had been
subjected.

The steamer, which was of the Black
Diamond 1in®, was coal laden from Bld-
ney to Montreal. In a heavy fog which
was noticeably thick even for the Banks,
she ran full onto a reef near Southwest
light on Bt. Paul's island at 8:30 this
mornfng.

Although under slow speed she went
well up, tearing a great hole In her bow.
A heavy sea was on and, a few minutes
after taking the rocks the vessel slipped
back, instantly filled and sank.

There were several men In_the rig-
ging and when the fog lifted for a time
the life savers made attempts to reuch
them. This they finally did, but not un-
til & portion of the men had dropped ex-
hausted into the sea.

The others were brought to shors with
extreme effort, but flve were uncon-
eclous before landing and dled shortly
afterward.

At this particular spot more than a
score of vessels have found thelr last
resting place, and it Is becomliig known
to the fishermen as “Deadman’'s” point.

THREE MEN DROWN
IN COLORADO LAKE

.(Journal Speclal Hervice.)
Boulder, Colo., May 20.—A. C. Glller,

‘night In Owens lake, four
| east of here while fishing. . Their
capsized due to the high wind
were married. Comrades searched

SUSPECT

-

Lumbermen Believe All
Mills in Northern Cali-
fornia Are Menaced.

(Joornal Bpecial Service.)

Redding, Cal., May 20.—Incendiaries
set fire in three places to the main lum-
ber yard of the Terry Lumber company
in this city this morning at 12:46 o'clock.
Over 1,000,000 feet of Ilumber was
burned. The loss is estimated at abdut
326,000,

It was a terrific fire and for a time
the north end of the town was in great
danger.

A high wind was blowing and it was
only by the most strenuous efforts that
the firemen kept the flames within
bounds., They let the lumber burn and
devoted thelir time to turning water on
threatened bulldings. A loss of a few
hundred dollars was caused to ‘the
houses drenched {n the effort to save
them.

Taken in connection with the fire in
the Chico mill yeaterday local lumber-
men believe that there is an olganized
plan to destroy all the lumber yards in
Northern California. The decrease In
wages of employes and the consolida-
tion of lumber Interests they belleve is
the cause.

OREGON SENATORS
ARE DISREGARDED

(Weahington Bureau of The Journal.)‘
Washington, D. C., May 20.—Commlis-
sioner Richards has recommended the
appointment of Adolph Aschoff as su-
pervisor of the division of the Cascade
reserve Lo succeed [senberg.

In doing this Richards disregards the
recommendation of Senators Mitchell
and Fulton, and Representatives Wil-
lfamson and Hermann, who recommludod
T. H. McGreer.

An examination of the qwlfimtlm
of the two men showed that MeGreer
was without experience in forestry,
while Aschoff is an experienced forester.
Acting under general instructions from
President Roosévelt to promote offictals,
rather than to appoint them for political

Richards Aschoff,

FIRE PLOT:

that the Russian crulser Bogatyr was
wrecked at the entrance to Viadivostok
harbor.

Tt is reported that General Kdropat-
kin, commanding the Ruasian furces in
person, checked the Japaness advance
toward Liayang, the headquarters of the
Russian army.

A Viadivostok dispatch of today's date
says that the Japaness ships ars still
hovering about the entrance to the har-
bor, and concludes by reporting all
ulet,

Rejolcing over the Japanese losses off
Port Arthur was continued today, la*ge
crowds taking possession of the prin-
cipal streets and cheering. The sinking
of the warships is attributed here to
Russian torpedo boats, and not to float-
ing mines.

Some even go farther and assert that
submarine boats are now belng used, and
that within a short time there will bs
& general sweeping of the Japanesé
flegts from the seas. The Russians re-
gurd the recent reverses as belng divect
manifestations grom God that their
cause Is just and that they will win ul-
timate victory.

JAPANESE ACCOUNTSH.

Claim Russians Were Repulsed After
Thirty Minutes' Fighting.
(Journal Bpecial Bervice.)
Toklo, May 20.—A report was receivad
here today that a force of Japaness
while reconnoitering in the direction of
Shanchusan, northwest of Feng Huang
Cheng, repulsed a force of Russlans,
The Japanese lost five and tho Russjans
lost B0,
It was later officlally given oul. that a
section of Japanese [nfantry of the Lia-
tung forces reconnoiftered In the direc.
tion of Bhanchusan and met two seo-
tions of Russlan infantry.
The Russians were repulsed after a
30 minutes’ running fight.
The Japanese casualties were one of-
ficer and four men killed and one officer
and elght men wounded.
The Russian loss is glven as one offi-
oer and from 40 to 650 men killed
The official report makes no mention
of the falling back on Feng Huang
Cheng, but officers clalm that an ad-
vance from there was more a strategic
move than any other, hence, if such a
retreat did take place it would not be
at all surprising.
Officers Lost at Sea.

The announcemeént is made that the
logses umong the officers on the battle-
ship Hatsuse Include Commanders Tsuk-
amato, Nire and Arimorl and 22 others,
On the cruiser Yoshino, sunk in col-
1sion with the Kasuga, Captain Ayekl,
Commander Hirowaterl and 20 other
officers were lost

The report that the battleships 8hink-
{shima and Fujl were damaged off Port
Arthur is absolutely denied and thel
story sent out branded as a fake,

Rear Admiral Togo Masamichl reports
that the fleet under his com nuimn-
bering four cruisers, three go and
& torpado flotilla, after succesafully re-
an - attack of the enemy's de-

and the following letter s but one of

ger Hermann's bill providing f
opening of the Grande Ronde y
tion contains a proviglon” whi
wily congressman had inm which

CTZENS AGUSTALL
CHARTER TINERING

(.

Five More Legislative Candidates Tell thrc
They Stand, but Five Still Will Not-Go on
Record Against Rule of Gamblers.

Of 37 legislative nominees in Mult-
nomah county asked by The Journal and
a special committes of citigens to state
thelr positions regarding charter revis-
lon, all but 10 had responded up to yesa-
terday, and five of the 10 responded
last night.

The five men refusing to tell the vot-
ers where they stand are George W. Hol-
comb, A. J. Capron, Thomas H. Crang,
W. R. Hudson, Madison Welch.

Dr. Henry Waldo Coe, one of the nom
Inees, has not been asked to commit
himeelf. he having been In the eant since
the charter revision matter came up.
Civic pride and & determination to
see that the municipality 18 not deliv-
ered into the hands of the outeasts of
soclety was responsible for the assem-
bling of an audience that filled the Em-
pire theatre last night. This audience
which came out to protest against a
plan to charige the time of the clty elec-
tion of next year through legislative
enactment was comprised of leading
citizens of all partfes, men who got (o
the theatre long before the meeting was
opened, and who remained until It was
summarlly closed after. 10 ¢'clock.
Although the majority of those pres-
ent have for many years been proml-
nently identified with the Mublicnn
party, Democracy was rwmomed br

such men as Fred V.

‘wm. and l 7%

both vlﬂhl

R T

falr namé of Portiand in_the yéar of
her great centennial exposition. They
wéra the men who came ot and beldly
insisted that the town must not bé given
into the hands of the gambler, the tout
and the morning spokesman for the
dives of the night.

Henry Hahn, who opened the meeting
and presided as its chairman, dellvered
& five-minute talk that thorbughly
aroused the large audlence. In thik
talk Mr. Hah# told of the fight of four
years ago that led to the making and
adoption of the new charter—the char-
ter which a corrupt ring would now set

aside,

Mr. Ptroug’'s FPlais Talk.
On Becretary T. N. Strong devolved
the duty of making the chief address of
the evening, arid he spoke in a way that
showed he did not propose to minece mat-
ters In charging that a corrupt move-
ment {8 under way to kill ths charter.
“l have been voting the bilean
ticket for seven years past, and am still
free to vote the straight nopubllun
national tieket,” said Mr. Btrong, “but
Inasmuch as the affairs of Portland are
governed by the state legislature and
the state legislature is governed by the
Multnomah delegatiop, I must refuse to
vole in a manner that will put men In
office who are afrald to sgy that they
will not fight to the h.ll.&t.ch against
still further reducing the city's right
to home rule. Such reduction would
follow a fallure to hold the city election
next year.
“In the olden times kings gave char-
ters to clitizens and governments, and
legislatures created cities and governed
them. In Europe some of tha clties
weare born before the kings and leglsla-
tive bodles begnn this method of charter
granting to cities, and because of this
anclent birth they have enjoyed greater
home rule than our citiee. This explains
why for years past the citles of New
York and Pklladelphia have been robbed
at the leisure of thelr state legislatures;
and was the . that permitted
Portland to be robbed before the present
charter was adopted four years ago;
and this is the power which, If restored,
may permit Peter Grant to govern the
city of Portland.

Watched by Nation,
“Fellow coftisens, the eyes of the whole
country are upon Portland at this very
time, watching as to the oulcome. of
this new attempt to corrupt the ecity;

-mﬁ‘h

many T have recelved from distant
points showing the truth of what I
L eay

“‘Philadelphia, May 11, 1804. — MFr,

Thomu N. Btrong, Portllmd. Oregon:

‘Dear Mr. Btrong.—The Journal of
Portland has been having a series of ar-
ticles on a conspiracy to destroy the
city charter. Do you happen to know
anything about the movement and those
who are back of it and the object witich
they have In view? Very truly, Cl
Roger Woodruff, secretary of the
tlonal Municipal league.” "

“We of this city fought for 20 years
to overthrow the former machine that
had looted the city. This machine
overthrewn four years ago, and the.
machine was put In on the direct lssue
of home rule for the city of Poﬂ‘.llll‘
and on tha pledge that a new charter o

{ts own choosing would be given the
pledges, and It has proved a
the onlg, defect claimed against it
aross from the bad act of the adminis-
tration fn  poit 7.000 lots In ane
provament, & that each lﬂ.“ m
only 50 cents; whereas,
i onb-hti : ervor
ul:otth
sast Ope candidate

ety .5 boastfully that Mm
stood together they would m the

Mr. SBtrong closed by saying that The
Journal had done meritorious service in
the state légisiature, asking them to
come out squarely and state what they
ter. He also explained that the com-
mittee that is working to protect thes

city. The new machine carried out the
with refsrence to advertising and
distriet fo rmise §2,800, for a M-
would hyo tut in 700 Ml

m ournal was not

had

for at
charter,”
sending out requests to candidates for'
intended doing with regard the char~
charter Is absolutely non-partisan, and

Lhas for its object only the welfare of

the city. Vociferous cheering marked
the strong points made as the -amn

proceaded, and shouts of d—
firmed all that had been
Resolutions Adopted.
Of the following resolutions .
unanimously by the meeting, James
Bteel offered the one recommending that

no candidate be voted for who would
not come out and firmly promise to op-
pose any changing In the charter, a mo-
tion that met with wild cheering; and
A. H. Devers Introduced the othar reso-
lutions, which were applauded and m
imously adopted:

Resolved. By this mass meeting et

citisens of Portllndh ity
First—That we heart
the provisions of the charter o¥ clw
providing for separate elections.-
Second—That we are uhalterably op-
posed to n}y lmnlndmt:‘ntl t&.tho chare
ter having for their object postpons-
Ing of the eity election to be held in the
yeas 1905 to the Tollowing year, or
viding for city elections te be
the same time as state, county or 'll-
eral elections.
Third—That we request the
of the legisiature now serving, or
may be elected, to vote against lnf Iﬂl
proposed change.
Fourth—That all amendments to the
charter before becoming effective should
bé submitted to a vote ummu

a
tlons be submitted to the various
papers of the city, wiih a request
they be published.

Sixth—That a copy be furnished
candidates for the legislature, and
they be asked to carry out Its
fons.

Resolved by this mass

we pledgh ourselves not to vote

(Continued on Page Twa.)

MUCH SUS'PICIO

(Washington Bureau of The Journal.)
Washington, D. C.. May 30.—Land ofs
fioe officials have Algcovered t

poration unless the m.nt 18 ex- .
tremely vigilant. -

The provision in question mm that

whlehwml’onm

thur the disaster to the Hatsuse

occurred. and rescued all alive of the
w:nm on th
: 1 The floet ¢
Kaichau

connoitered IIOI‘. the
ontory.

for the bodies through the night,

reasons, names ¥

.~..'-'~°""‘"."‘"""'"_‘l
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ment may h able !O
Mh; most

y y muoh interest in
b Tr't’;ﬁ mn-"u
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Mass Meeting Passes Strong Resolu- ¢
tions Condemning Proposed Change
in Organic Law.
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