Devious Paths Trod by Former Land
Commissioner Expelledin Disgrace.

I.and Grabbers Within Three Days While
Honest Settlers Waited Three Years.

(Washington Bureau of The Journal.)

Washington, May 7.—There are rumors in' Washington at the
present time that the interior department has as the result.of in-
vestigations extending over a couple of -years, brought to light evi-
dence which so seriously involves certain western men as to make
their indictment almost a certainty,

But as these men are almost without exception Republicans,
it is hinted that on account of the approaching election no steps
will be taken for their prosecution until after next November, and
then, with the time it will take for the. preliminaries incident
to indictment, etc,, the statute of limitations will run in some of the
cases and they will never be brought to trial.

With the postoifice scandals fresh in the public mind and thé
exploitation of scandals affecting public land matters in the in-
terior department it is considered unwise by the administration
to take any active steps looking to prosecution.

The president’s advisers believe that it would ‘place in the
hands of the Democrats another weapon, and as a result of this
probably one of the most comprehensive systems of fraud ever per-
petrated on the government, whereby it was defrauded out of thou-
sands of acres of lands and the proceeds of other thousands. of
acres, will be hushed forever.
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Hsrmanu's Paltry

Binger Hermann is now trying t»
convince the voters of the First dis-
trict that he had no part in the whole-
sale Fobbery of the government, which
disgraced his office. He would ‘have
them think that the conspiracy which
involved some of his most confidéntial
assistants was wholly unknown ta him.
He pretends that the brasen stealing
which was.golng on under his nose, and
which bad already become a national
scandal, aroused- in him no suspicion
of wrongdalng.

It was a mere accident, he says, that
patents were issued to the land thisves
in three 'Jn.vn after applioations, while
honest tlers had to ‘walt three years.

He® was the unsuspsoting vietim of
wicked men when he " approved the
fraudulent surveys ‘of public lands,
which ylelded those r naible for them
many thousands of dol

With all the power of the government
at his back to detect and to prevent
fraud, with numbers of secret agents
at his command to ferret out illegml en-
tries and surveys, Hermann would have
the public believe that he remained a
trustful, Innocent, unsuspecting dm

Tq.egcapa tha chargs, of . belng .
kn-,w. he makes himself out a fool

Malfessance Began Thirty Years Ago.

Hermann has ‘been In' public, life for
more than 30 years. He began his ca-
reer In the government service as re-
celver of the Roseburg land office, to
which he was appointed in 1871. - He
was removed when his term had but hglf
expired, becauses, in diréct’ violatlon
of the fedéral statutes and the written
and printed Instructions of the interior
department, he: made cash entries upon
government land In Coos and Jossphine
counties, In his own name, ahd ht
and wsold Agricultural  college
These facts are proved by the. mordl.
of the Roseburg office and by the affl-
davit of J. H. Booth, the present re-
celver there.” The'lands which Mermann
thus illegally acquired are still owned
by him and form a part of the imme
tarl:uno which he has acoumulated dur-
ing his long ocareer of offce-holding.
When: these faots were made public
during Hermann's campaign last year,
hotmla t;:{u:rﬂc defense that he dlql.
not know e was doing wrong, or
that he was violating the law and the
ingtructions of the department. .}
It is the -identical defense that "he
and his apologists m putting forwdrd
in this campaign—that he was a fool,
not a knave. : 7

in his offi¢e has been brought to light by
the in before the grand jury

. fessed their share in the frauds, and
']un nowledged that they were in
" of the Inpd thieves. Indivt-

h are now pending against others
served in the department under

Government Gathering BEvidenoe.
ment have beéen gathering qvidence as
to the enormous swindles of the Benson-
Hyde ring, and it has been freely inti-
mated that Hermann was deeply in-
volved in these transactions. TUntil the
government oampletes its case, the full
foundation for this particular charge

USURERS REMARKABLE
“METHODS UNCOVERED

(Special Dispateh by Leassd Wire to The Journal)
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New York, May 7.—In all his
fnvestigations Into the methods
of wusurers, Assistant District
Attorney Kresel has uncovered.
no more remarkable case than
that, which is . revealed today
by the arrest. of Olive M. Gar-
rett, - former cashier of the
Astna SBecurity company, charged
with forgery, and Joseph Mar-
tin, a lawyer, charged® with
grand larceny. The Aetna He-
* curity company Is one of the bo-
gus d concerns.

Walter Stearns, an automo-
blie, dealer,. wanted to borrow
$300. The Aetng company let
him have the money. He was
to pay interest at the rate of

‘330 a _month snd also give a
. Chattel mortgage on enough of
his property at No. 81 Tenth
avenue to cover the loan. Stearns
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BINGER-—GREAT SCOTTI THAT STORM
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in the Field.
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{FORTIFY A PENIN

Port Arthur Blocked by Lun-ls-
Must Fall to Mikade's Men—

Leased Wire t0 The Journal) o
London, May 7.—Despatches from the
far easttoday indicate the mont mn:' ?
advances in Japan's wsensational 1if
campaign. : o
Bhe has captured Feng Wang
Bhe has agaln put the Russian
to flight. 3
She landed troops at Takushan, 40
imiles west of ‘the mduth of the Yaln. '
She has completely blocksdded e
Arthur, .’ Admiral Togo reports
ful herolsm on the part mu--h'

un.mwmmm 3

of
spirited one. Filery debates were the
order of the day.
Among the memorials and resolutions
of first importance presented and dis-
cussed on the floor of the
farence were included resol
fer the
paragriph 248 of the amusement clause
to the ocommitiee on
church; to appoint & committee looking
to the conversion of a million souls an-
nually to Methodism; to plice superan-
nuated’ preachers on an allowance on a
pro rata basis with preachers’ salaries,
and - to amend the rules of conducting
commission service so that the -people
ghall have a greater part In an object
10 secure less proxy worship.

tion
cups;.
Again the gquestion was brought in

DEBATES
SPIRITED

Amusement Resolutions

Are Favorites in
Conference.

(Special Correspondsnce of The Jourpal)
(By the Rav. 0. H. Clins.)

Los Angeles, May 7.—Today's sesslon
a

the  Methodist oconference was

preliminary  disposition
state’ of

Early in the session, by a rising vote,

a regolution: was passed this morning
appointing a commitiee to prepare a
memorial’ to the late Pmllmr. Mo-
Kinley.

Iudividual Communion Olu-
The fact that Bishop Charles H.. Fow-

ler some time ago met with an eqstern
conference, and refused to administer
“of { the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper be-
oause individual cups

pared,
nanlp in the conference

had beén pre-

promises to stir up exciting

Twice today the matter cams before

*lthe oonromoo. Once an attempt was

re the passage of & resolu-
uxorl.ﬂu the use of snaxmw
falled

manner. H. C. Clipplnger
.went so far as to ask tha
church papers be ins

w all ‘advertisements of aN
communion services from
m.motlmmham
t division on

clp‘tn hin cﬁ"r.vh. ‘He would

& change. .
" Bmith of Htm hl.l
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10 FRESHEN
SALT LAKE

Great Lucin Cut-Off May
- Become Part of a
. Dyke System.

(Special Dispatch by Leased Wire to The Journal)
Ban Franplsco, May 7.—United States
Senator Kearns of Utah, President E. H.
Harriman, of the Bouthern Pacific com-
pany,-and committee: of Salt Lake citi-
sens headed by J. B Dooly, have suc-
ceeded In gettitig the geologloal survey
poople lostructed by Secretary of the In-
terfor Hitehcock to report upon the
feasibility of raising the level of the
Great Balt Lake and changing the east-
ern portion of it into a fresh water lake.
The famous cut-off embankmeént of the
Bouthern ‘Pacific across the lake will
be ‘one ‘of the recondu'y dykes for this
purpose, The action 18’ to dyke off the
eastern portion, where all the inflow of
fresh water occurs. This Inflow s
mainly from Bear river.

It is planned to bulld a dyke from the
promontory to Fremont Island, thence
to Antelope island and from the south-
érn poiit of Antelope Island to the
mainland southeast. The theory is that
the dykes would hold the water at a

10 OPEN
RESERVES

Indian Lands to Be Ready
for. Settlement by
 Midsummer.

(Washington Buresu of Taoe Jourmal.)
Washington, D. C., May 7.—The offi-
cers of the [nterior department are
working . on the plans for opening the
various Indian reservations as provided
by -the several acts passed In the clos-
Ing days of congress.
. One of the largest of the reservations
to be opened is that of the Crow Indians
in southern Montana and bordering on
Wyoming. About one-third of the res-
ervation, aggregating over 1,000,000
acres, is to be opened for sale lnd set-
tlement.
The first step to be taken will be for
the officials of the geological survey
to make a survey and détermine what
lands they want to reclaim under the
irrigation laws. The director will send
out irrigation engineers and they will
declde what tracts of the ceded portion
they will probably irrigats. - These
tracts will be withdrawn from settle-
ment until the {rrigation system is' per-
fected. The work will probably ocon-
sume three months' time, at least, and

rensénable . constant stage, higher than
the present level.

As the surface rose, the water will
flow over into the western or main part
of ‘the lake, carrying with ‘it every year]
a considerable portion of salt and alkall
now carried in the waters, the shote-
line and the bottom of the eastern part
of the lake as it is at present, gradually
freshening  the whole.

GEORGE PARKER 1S
KILLED BY AN “AUTO”

maybe six.
The next step to be taken will be to
take care of the interests of the In-
dians. This will probahly be done by
allotting to them the lands on which
they are at present located, or the ap-
praisement of the lands with their im-
provements and allow the Indians to
remove,
As soon as these arrangements have
been completed there will bg nothing
more. to’ prevent the lands from being
thruw::h open to settlers, except, possi-
e
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“Noimws
BUSINESS”

Ten Nominees Won’t Tell
Public Intentions as
to Charter.

legisiative candidates who
have arrogantly refused to say whether
they are for or against allowing a re-
vision of the ecity charter are virtually
saying to the voters:
your business what we propose to do
All that you have to do is to vote for

“It is none of

It it be true that the offiéeholder is
the parvant of the public, and that he
holds his office only by grace of the
ple, then the attitude of
these 10 legislative nominees is a direot
the wvoters of Multnomah

The demand of the voters that these
gentlemen declare themselves upon an
gravest moment is decl-.ud.
forsootk to be “impudence” and
“The public be damned” s the essential
significance of their indifference to the
questiong that have been put to them.
Does any on: imagine that {f these
10 unﬂﬂltn Bad beeu asked by
mansgers of the machire to define thelr
position upon any question that is to
come before the lagisiature, they would
have hesitated a moment about reply-

“gall"

the

And in the light of recent events and
of thelr past political record, is it ndt
safe to assume that gll of these 10 ¢an-
didates would have
surance of their loyalty to the .machine
and of their wllllmeu to carry out its

ample as-

But because the inqulrr comes onlj |
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The Russians officlally m a
treat, declaring that
pressed the reilreating trwn.
with few losses (0 either mide.
Japanese have destroyed’ the
Port Adams, blowing up the

The ominous sllence of
patkin since the b.nl. of | lu Is
causing uneasiness and the af
with wild rumors, one of m is
General Kumltl.m‘ army, in a: .
movement on Feng Huang C
the Ji edé In & m
ment, Kuropatkin being wounded.
This report is ofelally denled,
the public is uneasy and expecting |
worst.

Reports frém the palsce declare
the csar is greatly g‘
recent reverses at the front The &
peror has telegraphed to Qe 1
patkin and Vie i
in thelr reports bhso]
the conditions ut the frop nder
of severe punishment if they coati
to decelve him. The
warning is that the, llllﬂ'ﬂ'“hl

celved two distressing r%:
The p;lm version of
‘ae J%o ontii
permitted themnln_u to lt rprised,
pot saving a single harse or &
port wagon; that the flight to '¥
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