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It I» In Cenarsl Use Both in Mexiso
and in Cuba,
(From United States Consul LeRoy, Du-.
rango, Mewmico.)
‘ '!'ho matric aystem has been very gen-

” erally adopted by the people here and ls
in use In ordinary practice, as wall as be.
ing the official measurea of welght and
capacity.

In the bullding trndu. for example,
the meter |8 the ordinary standard both
for lineal, square and cublc measure
And this dies not apply merely-to the
construotion of large edifices made under
the plans of architects;
workman in the carpenter’'s, stonegutter's
and brick or adobe layer's tradés use the
meter rule for his work as a general
thing. For these purposes the old vara,
or Bpanish yard, has well-nigh dlsap-
peared, as it has in the dry good stores
In the smaller carpenter shops they still
express themselves for purposes of com-
parison [n Bpanish feet and inches
(pulgadas) at times, but the meter ruls
ig thelr gulde and smaller measures are
ordinarily determined In ocentimeters
The architects of the country have in
the main adopted the metric system; the
exoeptions to this rule are American or
English architects who are temporarily
engaged In putting up bulldings here
and who quite generally cling to the old
meagures familiar to them. The Mexican
National Iron & 8teel company (which
operates the “Iron Mountain” here) turns
out iron for structural purposes -both in
feet and meters, to the way
the pians are drawn, elr manager
states that architects from. the United
Btates generally exprgss thelr measure-
ments in faet.

As indicated in the ease of dry gaods
stores, the metric system is in general
use by retail dealers; the metric rule and
the kilogram pscale for ‘welghts are al-
ways used. The old lbra, or Spanish
pound, is still famillar but is used very
little, from the custom-houses, where It
‘s nlmost entively supplanted, to the
smallest store. In measuring capaeity,
the liter |s parhaps somewhat lesa gen-
| mllnordmrrun.uathumho
i in part due to the fact that the weight
| by kilograms I8 always used In the re-
[ tall stores wherever Outalde of
| these stores, the street venders would
| naturally cling longer to the older and
more familiar measires. So the old fan-
oga (somewhat more than 45 bushels),
the frasco (8.5 quarts), and the arroba
(26.3¢ poundas) are still used to some ex-
-tent in ' outlylng agrioultural districts.
/The lical venders of wood and charcoal
‘pell them by the cargo, or burre load.

e venders of milk sell by the cuartillo,
which i8 a quarter liter, and similarly a
“quarter hectoriter, called cuarteron, is
used in dry measure, the hectoliter be-
"ing the standard used In buying and sell-
lu. and selling oorn. beans, ete. -

(From Max J. !uhr Consul, elutu-
#&os, Cuba.)

~The metric system of weights and

méasures is established by law and Is

adopted In all transactions at the ocus-

pots.  In. groceries, all solld goods are
sold by the ounce and pound, the Unlted
(Btates pound belng used, as the scales

are mostly of Amerlcan manufacture, &
a:um only being Imported from Germany.

are usually sold at wholesale in
bottls "or fraction of & bottle, thé poor

original packages and at retall by the

the ordinary
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