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| E FREE RELINQUISHMENT TO
'OVERLAP SETTLERS IN WASHINGTON

ﬂﬂMES ARE
SAFE NOW

Northern Pacific  Will
Clear Title to Over-
lap Farms,

GIVES LIBERAL TERMS

Legal Department Prepares Circulars
to Settlers—None Who Settled
Prior to 1898 Will Be Disturbed
~Procedure Is Clear.

Nearly 1,000 settlers upon the over-
lapping grants of the Northern Puacific
in Clarke, Cowlitz and S8kamania coun-
ties, In the state of Washington, whose
title to the lands they are occupying
has been in litigation for a dowen years
or more, are at last to be established
in' the full and undisputed ownership
of their homes,

C. E. Moulton, attorney for the land
department of the Northern Pacific rail-
way, with headquarters at Tacoma, who
arrived In this city yesterday, is au-
thority for the statement that the com-
pany proposes
settler upon the ' overiap 0 res

tain his holdlm I'Iihwt 5 rn
or interf
withstandl th ‘Nurth-

ern Pdcific wis daeuud by tho recent
declglon of l.&a United Btates supreme
court to be the !i‘nl ownér of all the
territory involved,

Bettlers Faced Muin.

When the news of that dédlsion was
made public & month ago there was deep
dismdy among Lthe settlers, who saw
ruln staring them in the face. The
#tern decree of the highest judioial iri-
bunal in the. land had stripped them

thelr orchards, thelr hopflel®s and their
homes, In. miny coges the product of
half a Nfetime of toil and fndustry.
Many of the settlers had attained a
considernble degree of compeétence, their
lands being among the most productive
in the state of Washington. The one
dark shadow upon their prosperity was
the uncertainty as to the legality of*the
title to the lands they were occupying,
and about 12 years ago they began the
suits which were expected to remove
this cloud.

Banded together in a protective as-
sociatlon, they carrled on the expensive
litigaution, ‘untll at last the Issues were
. submitted to the supreme court of the
" United States. The cause of the set-
tlers was ubly presented, one-of their
attorneys being C. K. 8. Wood of this
city, The contention made in their be-
half was that the rallroad had forfeited
Jall clalms to the Jands In controversy,
and this was supported by the rulings
of the department of the Ingerior.

But the supreme court did not take
thig' view, and by a decislon handed
down a month agv it was held that the
rallroad was the absolute owner of all
the odd-numbered seoctions within the
overlapping grants,; and that the setilers
had no title whatever. Evietion cons
fronted them unless the Northern Pa-
cific should see fit to walve ite claims
and under the terms of the Wilson act
of 1808 mecept lieu Jands elsewhere in
place of those awirded to It by the su-
preme court's decree,

Railroad's Broad FPolioy.

Happily for the settlers, the rallrond
company has decided upon a policy of
broad liberality and has decided that no
bona-fide settler who acquired his hold-
ings prior to the pasgage of the Wilson
act and sl occuples them shall be dls-
turbed In his possession, but shall be
@t liberly to obtain full title from the
government. 1t will be necessary for
him to follow the procedure required in
avery case where government land s
taken up, but beyond this there will be
no obgtacle to perfecting title,

Mere speculntors, who have acquired
color of title without actusl ocoupancy
of the land, and settlers who have en-
tered since’ the Wilson act was passed,
will recelve less conslderation, though
even with them the rallrond proposes
to deal generously. They will have op-
portunity to buy from the raflroad at
prices based upon a valuation of the land
as unimproved nnd without reference
1o Bny improvements that may have
Leen ploced upon ft,

Have Nothing to Fear.

The polloy of the Northern
toward the settlers upen the
lands was discussed yesterday
Moulton as follows:

‘"The bona-fide settlers upon the lands
within the overlapping grants who sre
still iiving upon their lands have noth-
ing to fear from Lhe rallroad. All such,
settlers will be lef
raflroad will take lien lands elsewhose
as spon Ay the matter can be arranged
with the:land department, The settlers
will 'be enabled to perfect their titles
under_ the homestead Iaw, for the, re-
lngulshment of the rallroad's rights
dogs not pperate a8 a conveyance to the
pattlers, but merely clears the way for
them to go ahead and make title. Thay
must' e an election under the Wilsdn
act and the govermment must act upen
ft. The government then invites. the
ridl to  relingquish fts rights and

ke other landa elsewhere, and as soon
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of evary vestige of.title to thelr farms, |.
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RUSSIAN CRUISER NOVIK IN A SINGLE-HANDED ENGAGEMENT WITH THE JAPANESE SQUADRON OUTSIDE PORT ARTHUR.

From a photograph taken at ithe moment of the cruiser's maneuvering for the dellvery 6f her broadside at the attacking fleet,

CHIEF SETS FREE
HIGHWAY ROBBER

By Hxs Free and Easy
Negro Registered as

System Hunt Releases a
“Robber” Mistaking

Him for Another---Clashes with Detectives.

W. C. Goode, positively identified last
night as the negro who snatched a purse
containing $76 from Miss Jennie Hart-
man, was relensed from the ecity jail
this morning by Chief of Police Hunt.
Goode lined up with the men who were
ordered released at the morning session
of the chief's kangaroo court, signed a
receipt for the things taken from him
when he was nrrested last night by De-
tectives Day and Welner, and left.

Goode was released about 5:30 o'clock
this motning, and quickly disappeared.
Shortly after 9§ o'clock Detective Day
wrrived at the station and began to tell
the chief about the arrest of the purse-
snatcher, after he (Day) and Detective
Welner had wbrked hird on the cawe for
two days, The chief then informed
Day that the negro had been released
some time before.

Upon the recelpt of this startling bit
of ln?\rmntmn Day was for a minute
dumbfounded. Then followed one of the
most. brilllant display's of verbal pyro-
technles that has ever been heard in
the local police station.

i Detective and Chief Til,
~ *Why, that man was positlvely lden-
tified last night by Miss Hartman as
the negro who took her purse!' sald
Day.

‘““The two girls were here this morn-
Ing and sald he was not,the man, and
go I turned him loose,” replied the chief,

Then followed a rapid-fire exchange.
Day -did not use his words sparingly;
neither did the chief.

The ohlef then told the detective that
two girls: who eald that & purse had
been snatched from one of théem some
time ago had seen Goode and had sald
that he was not the man who took their
money. It was then learned that the
two girls who had given this Informa-
tlon to the head of the police depart-
ment were Misses BHessle and Ethel
Abrahams,  who had reported that a,
purse had beén. snatehed ‘from them 10
days ago. The women who positively
fdentified the negro were Miss Jennie
Hartman And her sister. Miss Hart-
man's pursé was snatched’ out of her
hand about 11:30 last Saturday night
near the corner of West Park and
Etark streets while they werl on their
wiy homeé uccomphnied by a, woman
friend. The Misses Hartman had n
good look at the negro at the time the
purse was snatched.

Record Bays “Robbery.”

On the police station record Is writ-

ten the name of W. C. Goode, and the
crime charged against him is robbery.
It Is shown that he was arrested -last
night by Detectives Day and Weiner,
and that -the complaining witness s
Miss Hartman, The name of Miss
Abrahams does not appear on the rec-
ord at all.  Chief Hunt looked over the
station record this morning, He talked
with , the girvls who were walting to
Lno the negro. Sald an' officer:
.~ “If the chief had asked the names
of the girls who were  walting. this
morping and who informed him Goode
was not the man who took their purse,
he might have easlly found put that
they wers not. the persons who had'
made the complaint agalnxt Goode. But
this J-olnl he weems to  have over-
looke

When the real news of the blunder
made waw told the chief, he grew ve
much exclted. He sald gnany times
that he was sorry the man had been
relegsed by his orders, Detective Day
sald vigorously that it wam'a strange

ww pt running . police station when
* m!ma by t

ders without a consultation. with the
officer making the arrest. Detective
Weiner was as wroth as Day.

Chief Hunt's Statement.

In a written statement Chief Hunt
said:

“If the oMocers had filled out one of
the printed forms of repdrts that are
furnished the officers fop the purpose
of Informing the chief about matters
perialning to police work, the chief
would have received it with other re-
ports the following morning, Then he
would have known that the second party

had ntified this muu

“In ™Mhe first place,” "sald thc chief
today, "“Goode was arrested on the
charge of - purse-snatching, I  knew

there were parties to come to identify
him, At 10 o'clock last night when I
left the statlon | was Informed that
some womoen were coming down to . lden-
tify him. “This morning when I came to
the statlion Captaln Balley told me that
there were two ladles walting to see
the man arrested for purse-snatching.
I brought Goode out and let him =it
down before them, They looked at him
and then sald that they were sure lie
was not the man. Then I ardered him
released, as I will not keep an innocent
man -locked -up a minute if I know he
is not guilty of the crime with which
he is charged, No report was made to
me about the man'g being ldentified Iast
night, so T Just supposed that the women
thip morning who said that he was not
the man were the partles who were to
have ¢ome last night.

“If an officer had simply. taken a few
minutes’ time to write out. a report
s0 that I could have known about thae
identification, the man would never have
been released, I have told the men time
after tlme to use the report blanks,

“I am always careful about holding
men who have been identified, but 1 will
not held them if they are not. No ona
regréts the release of Goode more keenly
than 1 do, but: the lack of a written
report was the cause.”

Day's Side of It.

“Write out a report,” sald Deatective
Day, “great grief! Wasa't it plain as
day on the station record that the man
wis arrestéd for a serious orime and
that the complaint was made by Miss
Hartman? Why in the world could not
the chief have walted until the arrest-

Mng ofcer appesared and he could have

found out all about the case? When a
man spends two days hunting for a rob-
ber, catches him and has him ldenti-
fled as the man wanted, and then fAnds
him released a few hours after the ar-
rest hias been made, makes an ofcer
feel—well, 1t makes him hot.”

“Why., what on earth is the matter,”
exclaime® Detective Welner when the
news of Goode's release was told to
him. “He was the man we had been

unting for for some time, and now he

ag been 1ot drift away just when we
had him solid. Oh my, my!"
Appeared to Testify.

Abgut 11 o'clock this morning Miss
Jennle Hartman and her sister appearad
#l the pblice siation expecting”to be
called as witnesses when Goode was

arvalgned . before  Munlelpal Judge
Hogue. The  oifef  broke the
news to them and repeated the now

"time-hanored phtase, 'Y am very sorry
that the mistake was made’ to the
1'1,"“ many times.

aAm sure that Goode was the man
who look my purse.” sald Miss Jannls

" (Cuﬂll\lll on Page 'l'hmj

LAMORNA MAY HAVE
HAD MUTINY ABOARD

0992000009040

iBpecial Dlapaich to The Journal.)

Ban Francisco, March 29, —A
distressing story is reported from
Port Blakely,- Wash:, today by
Captain Walker of thée German
ship Artemis, whieh just arrived
there. It is to the effect ' that
he sighted the missing ship La-
morna 20 miles off Cape Flat-
tery, and from all obseérvance
he believed that there was mut-
iny aboard.

Captain Walker tells a graphje
story as follows: “Late in*the
afternoon of March 2 I.was steer-
ing northward and” observed the
Lamorna & short distance ahead
steering badly, but in the same
course, Probably a mile and a
half separated us and I called,
but the Lamorna refused to an-
swer my signal, nelther would
she display. any.

“She was salllng contrary to

her natural course, and as the
gap between us grew greater [
obgerved men running about the
deck In a heedless manner, Two
were aloft, but were dolng noth-
ing.
. “I asked several times-for a
reply to my signals, but re-
celved none, As we parted’ the
Lamorna was steering so  badly
that I now ballave . that no one
wias at the helm. The vessel
rode well before the easy sea then
running, and I knew that no
damage had befallen her.

“1.am under the opinfon that
the ill-fated craft lies wreocked
somewhere on the Vancouver
island const.”
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HARRIMAN
WON'TQUIT

iSpecial Dispatch to The Journal.)

Chlctigo, Muarch 20.—<E. H. K Harriman
will go. Into the courts to - fight tha
plans of J.'J. Hill and J. P, Morgan for
distributing - the stocks held by  the
Northern Beécurities company,

According to private advices received
In Chicago. yesterday, Harriman has
told his business assoclates that he
positively will appesl to the courts and
In oase of an adverse declsion will
carry the sppeal to the court of last
résort for what he ‘belleves the right
of the Union Pacific stockholders to
recelve Northern Pacific stock In re-
turn for Northern BSecurities company
stock held by the Unjon Paclfic sys-
tem,

Hill Is apparently as determined as
ever . that there shall be & pro rata
distribution of Great Northarn and
Northern Pacific stock.  Within the
past few days he has sent to St. Paul
cireular letiers and unsigned proxies
which he desirgs to'use when the finkl
test of voting strength is made. His
elrculars.ure sald to make clear state-
mentd of the holdings of the Northern
Securitles company, and ﬂn expluna-
tlons of the proposed basis of settle-
ment which he desires fo effect,

nmrm’am

(W%m .‘ Toe Aournal.)
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SANTA FE

WILL

TAP PORTLAND

Vice-President Kenna in an Interview Says His
Company Will Have a Complete System
on the Pacific Coast.

(Speclal Dispateh to The Journal.)

Ban Francisco, March 29.—Viece-
Fresident Kenna of the Santa Fe and
his party will leave this city tomorrow
for Eureka, Callfornia, and inspect the
Santa Fe properties there.

While the Banta Fe officlals will not
acknowledge the ownership of the
North Shore rallroad, it is well-known
that that company has control of the
latter and that Mr. Kenna's trip means
that the work of conecting Eureka with
this city will rapidly advance

From Inslde sources comes the more
important news that the law depurt-
ments will soon be at work in efforts
brought by the SBanta Fe to clear a right
ofr way to points further North, with
the ultimate object of reaching. Port-
land.

When interviewed this morning Vice-
Pregident Kenna sald: “My company, is
desirous of having a compléte system

on the coast and it will have {t. This
is all T am at liberty to say at present."

A complete story of the growing ime-
portance of the Santa Fe to the P
eifie const whild fill large space when
taking into conslderation those thinga
contemplited. At pressnt it operates
an oriental line of steamers from San
IMego, and intends to extend the serv-
ice north to Portland, and . with Its
new rallrond line tap the rich diptricts
in western and southern Oregon.

Officials of the Banta Fe have long
congidered Portland  the next port of
importance on thel Pacific coanst, Ban
Francisco belng ﬂrlt Particularly s
this opinlon givel wien the Columbia
river waterway is taken into account.
What water traffic extensions the
company officlals intend to make, when
Porfland Is a terminus of the road,
can not be learned here, even “by con-
jeoture,

SARAFOFF DEFERS
BALKAN REVOLUTION

(Journnl Bpecisl Service.)

Sofin, March 28~~Boris Barafoff, the
Macedonian leader, today stated that the
Macedonian insurgents had declded not
to ralse & rebellion in: the spring. The
delay is for the purpose of giving the
powers. an opportunity to carry out the
proposed. reforms,

Barafoff says this decislon was
reached on the advice of friends in the
capitals of countries Intereated in the
Balkans, all of whom have glven asaur-
ances. that .the powers are anxious to
pravent further blopodshed and nre earn-
estly endeavoring to see that the re-
forms promised are fulfilled to the let-
ter,

GEN.: HORBECK IS
DROWNED IN A-CANAL

(Jowrnal Hp«rlnl Bervien,)
Berlin, March 2§.—Gen.
beck, the well-known military wrlter,
while riding on the towpath near Olden-
burg today, fell into the canal and was
drowned. It Is supposed he suffered a
stroke of apoplexw which rendered him
incapable of elther retaining his seat or
swimming to safety after his full,

WEISER CIGAR MAN
HAS DISAPPEARED

{Bpecial Dispatch to The Journal.)
Welser, Idaho, March 20, — F. J.
Brandt, a widely known Welser clgar
manufacturer, has disappeared, He
came to Welser four months. ago from
Grand Island, Neb. where he s sald
to have a brother In the cigar husiness,
Brandt sold one-half interest in his
‘business last week for $§400, and the
stock has been involced since at $760.
He paid all his bills . loavi

Lettow Hor-

BRYAN'S APPEAL IN
WILL CASE.IS HEARD

(Journal Special Servies.)

Naw .Haven, Conn., March 20—The
trial on the appeal of Willlam Jennings
Bryan from the decislon requiring the
probate of a wmealed letter designation
of $50,000 of the estate of Bennett was
begun . before Judge Gager in the su-
perior court at 10 o'clock this morning.
Beslde Bryan sat Charles Towne, Henry
Newton and Harrison Hewlitt, his coun-
sal.

Mra. Grace Bennett, tha widow In tha
case, sat among & score of witnessou
There were many women spectators. The
Jury was readlly selected when the clerk
of the probate court, Blake, produced
the will and sealed letters and Identified
them, Counegel for Mre, Hennett objected
to. the introduction of the sesled letter.
A recess was taken at 1 o'clock.

WILL SOON RESUME

WORK ON POSTOFFICE |

® (Washington Bureau of The Journal)

Washingion, March 28.—Work on the
Portland postoffice bullding will be re.
sumed In a month Is the opinion of 8u-
perviaing Architect Taylor of the treas-
ury department, who says the plans ure
completed,

The reason for the halt In bullding
fe that Judge Belllnger decided on a
change of original plans which placed
hig court in the new addition. MHe de-
cided that the old #sectlon was better
suited for all purposes. This ocea-
sloned new plans to be drawn and many
alterations on the upper floors of the
buflding. The elevator shaft will take
a slightly changed position, which will
cut off a amall portion of the proposed
registry department of the postoffice,

Asxlde from this the nltmlfm will h i

JAPS USE
DYNAMIT

Report in St. Petersburg
That Troop Train 3
Is Attacked. £

BLAST IS INEFFECTUAL

M
,J

Czar Orders His Private Wine Cellan
Opened for the Benefit of Those
Wounded at Port Arthur-- !

Financial Stress. =i

(Taurnal Speclal Service,) -
Bt. - Petersburg, March 29.—A reporfl i
is current here this afternoon that am =
attempt has been made by the J
to blow up a troop train, through tb. )
use of dypamite, near Talariskys, in -,‘
Siberia, L
The story as clrculated is to the M
that for a considerable distance the i
track had besn undermined, but that A
the explosion was rendered ineffectual
by being premature. The locomotm
had barely touched the outer wige of
the mined section when a deifoning ex-
plosion occurred, hurling the m 1
from the track and backward with
violence that the entire traln came to
standstill without serious mllac. Hr‘
official confirmation has yot been
The czar has ordered that 100
of cholee wina from hia ‘gﬂm
shall “be -sent to Port -Ar
for the benefit of themnm : A
Today's papers comment at mi
on the alleged recommendation of the:
director of martial customs to the Thi-
ness government that it create & lltc'.,
ropean trained army by leyving a nnh
versal 1land tax, The Novoe VI
says every one is very simple If
thinks China would be able to
an army inside of 20 or 30 months 'm
the war will last, H
The financlal sltuation in many l!t.b
slan cities 18 becoming alarming -ﬂr
the rise in the price of food is ctm
great distress, j

RUSSIAN WAR MOVEMENT. 3

(3

Squadron Now at Mouth of Amur-s
Troops Leave Marbin. gl
(Journal Bpecial Service.) '

Rome, March 20.—The Agenzia um
reports that a portion of the Viadivostol
squadron has arrived at Nmm‘_. I
8iberia at the mouth of the Amur 1
The Russian army corps has left \
for Chang Chun. 3L

One of the first acts of General Koud
patkin on his arrival at Mukden was to
seek an Interview with General Ma, m |
manding the Chinese troops.

General Ma refused to be murvm
or to have any conference with the Rus
slan commander. The lattér, diagu
and affronted by the obstinaey of
Chinese general, Anally retired with
lomatic nonchalance, but is sald to have
maede a full and complete report of ¢
treatment accorded him to Alexieff. =

e - e

NAVAL BATTLE DMMINENT.,

(Journal Special Service.)
Wel Hal Wei, March 35.—Hviden!
there Is a big naval battle imminent
tween the fleets of Japan and Ry
A Chinese junk arrived heare i1
afternoon with information that
sighted in tie morning 11 Russian
worthy vessels maneuvering in the
oinity and that the Japaness adr
wis also maneuvering. Thus £
sounds of an engagement have
heard here.

e !

vorites (n His Reorganluation.
Journnl Hpeclal Serviep. )

Berlin, March 290.—Der Tag :
that General Kouropatkin has sent
to Rusaia from Harbin Colonsls Tech
and Monajeff, decluring them
petent.

A general shaking uwp and reorg
tion of troops ls sald to be I p
since Kouropatkin's arrival and fay
are finding themselves comp
stand upon merit alone.

WANT TO BOBROW.
\ New York., March 29 -
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