A ‘mortgagen. their houses

.| months.

SHACKLES MAKES HIM FEEL IMPORTANT,

Lima, Peru—South America has
plways been a rich fleld for enter-
prise. The first merry-go-round that
was taken Intp the Interlor made Its
owner & fortune in a8 few weeks. It was
patronized by gverybody, from the mem-
bers of the city couneil down to the
sohopl children. It was a sorry old ma-
chine that had traveled the rounds of
many country fair clrcuits, and was
Bbout ready for the sorap pile, but It
saw Its palmiest days when s owner
wandered this wuy. The natives “went
- mgainst it right,” to use the language
. of the proprietor. A barber put up his
shop for tiokets and rode them out in-
mide of two days, ' and soveral cliisens
¥ in norder to
" ‘raise money with which to purchase
more rides. In & few weaks the lucky
owner bad taken in enough money to
¥ the wolf from his deor for many &
Any. " He finally traded the old merry-
go-round for a half Interest In the big-
gest store In town, converted his claim
dnto cash, and went on his way rejolc-

He Numbered the Honses.

The man who furnishes the numbers
' for houses has been thiy way. Hé num-
bered thém inside and out. In one }lttle

town hecarranged with the authorities
10 be paid a certain price for each num-
ber he put up. His eontract should have
Téad “numbers to be attached to the
door of ench house,” but he inserted the
letter “s"” and made door read plural
He put a number on every door of
every house, inside and out, upstalrs
and down, and told them it was the lat-
o5t style In the United Btates. There
wis some objection rajsed, but the agent
glibly “told them their e¢ity would soon
: grow, and ‘when their mall wos brought
by carriers each member of the family
‘eould have letters and papers left at
the door of his or her room. He col-
lected his money and promptly shook
the dust of thai town from his feet
The inhabitants are patiently walting
for the place to grow so they can have
their mail delivered in their rooms,
The King of Grafters.

The greatest grafter who ever visited
v, and the most successful, was
Henmvy Melgge., The accomplishments of
all cthers are amall compared to his
opeations. He wan one of the boldest
and most successful lobbyists in his-
tory. It is (old of him that on & certain
ooeasion, when he had a bill pending
before congress, which he wished passed
Al once, that he went to & ball and #a-
lected for his partners the wiyes of the
men who could vote his measure through
for Wim. As he danced with them he
Jeft a 51,000 bill in the hand of each,
nand told them if the bill hecame a law
he would pay his respects te them in a
similar manner the next time he danced
with them. There was no delay in mak-
ing his measurs & law when it came up
for consideration

The slickest trick that Melggs ever
worked was when he employed s French
(ghmbler Lo win back money spent as
bribes. 'This dodge worked with suc-
ceas for a long tme, and saved the plun-
ger many thousands of dollars, The
professional gambler posed as Melggs'
private secretary, When a blg deal was
about 1o be pulled off the partles who
were to be bribed for putting it through
would be asked to Melggs' home for din
ner. After (he meal the promoter would
be excused—he never played cards him-
peif—and the pecrewnry would Invite the
Buests to Join him in a game. e nover
falled to get the money back, because
thut was thoe way he earned his salary.

Rocky Roads to Travel

Rallroads were Melggs' specialty, and
he built them, no malter what the cost,
The average resident of the United
flaten does not properly appreclate the
esxoellent transportation facllities he has
il his command. If he aver travels on
some of the rallroads of Central and
South America then he will think of
thoge ac homa apd resmolve that blessed
i thelr name. 1 saw a sign ot one sta-
tlon. which stated that the morning
train would leave at “8 o'clock or there-
aboulsa' Thim meant that 1t might go
+at & sharp, or three or four houre after-
ward. If one of the officials happened
io be going up the line, and a notion to
Murry struck him, he might order the
train out an hour ahead of time. Those
fwo words ‘‘or thersabouts" cvould be
glven o very broad interpretation when
mcensaryhand used to cover up a multi-
tude of irregularities in the time table
The printed- passenger regulations of

& the rallroad revealed someo astonishing

vileges, It quoles the rates for first

. nd, third and fourth class passen-

‘werk, and stated that travelets of the
. four class might carry one rooster or
ot pig. provided the rooster was con-

cealed in a mack, or the plg's nose was
tied so0 it could not squeal. The regu-
lations authorised a traveler of the third
olass 1o earry both a rooster and a plg
it they were properly sacked and
gagged,

The gost of constructing some of
these little “jerk-water” lines was
enormous. A ocontractor told me that
§,000 laborers died while he was bulld-
ing 115 miles of track through a
swamp. “The handling of this mongrel
labor is an Intricate problem. If you
beat them It does little good. They
will get up after a thrashing and kias
your hand. If you put them in chaina
they feel like martyrs, Instead of feel-
ing diggraced the shackles #éem to add
to the native's sense of importance. He
feelg that he must be a bold, bad man
to be treated In such a decisive way.
It rather glorifies him in his own estl-
mation,

The Dunce OUap Game.

One contractor who has had lots of ex-
perience with them, says it does no
good to punish them in ordinary ways.
He sald he had ope fellow who was very
shiftless, and who was a constant
sourceé of trouble. He kept up a run-
ning fire of talk with all those around
him, and constantly shirked his work,
Finally the contractor called hMm up
from the trench, and sald to him, “You
are very tired. That ls why you don't
work better. 8it down here in the shade
and rest. Have a drink of water, and
conl yourself with this fan'" The as-
tonished loafer had nothing to do but
comply. His fellows began at onee' to
tease him. He was in much the same
position as the small boy in school
caught at his mischief and made to wear
a dunce cap. The big booby stood the
fire of his comrades for awhile and
then began to bawl like & baby. He
begged to go back to work, and offered
to work all the rest of his lifa without
a cent's pay, just to.show that he was
in earnest. When he was allowed to
get back in the trench he did not shirk
again, and on that job, from that time
on, all that was necessary to arouss
some idler was to ask him if he wanted
to come up in the shade and rest.

Have Pun at Tunerals.

The ipnumerable feast days cause
much troubls among the laborers. They
hate to work on a holiday. One con-
tractor solved the problem by having
a priest come to say early mass on the
works, and giving his men a sort of
barbecue later In the day. He gave
themn meveral sheep to kill, and several
kegs of rum to drigk after the day's
work was done, They nlways had a
jolly spresa of it, but it did not matter
so long a8 their usual time had been
put in. These natives turn every func-
tion into a feast. ‘They have just as
good a time at a funeral as at a wed-
ding. Once I had a little fellow work-
ing for me as chore boy. One evening
he eame around quite dressed up and in-
vited mg to his house. He sald his
brother was d#nd and the family were
going to give “a gathering” I made up
my mind to attend the “gauthering.” It
proved to be a sort of wake. The corpse
was lnid out in one of the front rooms.
When the guests arrived they would go
in and take a look at the dead body,
never falling to mentlon how natural he
looked, and what a bright boy he had
been ,when he was allve. This part of
the ceremony over, they would join the
crowd in the front yard, where there

was n wash boller full ‘of ice cream,
ready to be served, and plenty of llguids
of a strong nature. They played kiss-
ing und hugging games all night, and 1t
was reported to me next day as having
been w very jolly party.

The customs of these duys are very
tame, indeed, compared with those of
the barbarlans who were the ancestors
of the poor wretches we see aboul us
now. When the Spanlards invaded the
temples of the Inca soverelgns, during
thelr search for treasure, they Invaria-
bly found a room where human beings
| had been maorificed. It was always a
veritable chamber of horrors. In some
dark corner would be the ugly, wooden
idol In whose pame all this needless
slaughter was committed. The cannibal
ceremonies of the past have been grad-
ually reduced to harmless wakes - at
funerals, and wholesale sprees In which
all hands get as Jolly full as their hides
will hold.

Famous Ohincha Island.

The Chincha islands are pointed out
to every passenger on the ships which
siil down the coast of Peru. They are
voleunle rocks sticking out of the wa-
ter, apd are famed for the large quan-
titiea of guano which were formerly
deposited on them. Guano 18 bird ma-
uure, It is wvaluable as a fertiliser,

{ lwith their

O

These ocean rocks were favorifs roo
ing places for millions of sea birds,
and gradually became coversd Over
droppings. Twenty-five
years ago this stuff sold for §100 per
ton, and Its sale in the markets of the
world brought more money Into the
treasury of Peru than any gold mine
on earth has ever produced. Tha sup-
ply seemed almost Inexhaustible, and
for many vears hundréds of ships were
employed In transporting it to Europa
and the United Btates. When the in-
dustry was at its height there would
sometimes be as many as a hundred
giiling ships waiting at the Chincha
Islands for cargoes.

The work of dispatching them was
very slow. and it was not uncommon
for a vessel to be waiting eight or nine
Mary a captain broke his heart
at this walting game. Great fraud was
practiced by the Peruvian officials in
charge. They would accept bribes and
sllow some caplains to load shead of
others In the line. They would send
those who refused to pay them to Callao
to have their decks caulked, and force
them to take their places at the end of
the line when they returned,

Handling the guvano was ona of the
nistiest jobe that men ever had to per-
form. When a deposit was disturbed
the stench that came up from It was
something dreadful. The men had to
wear masks on. their faces to protect
their lungs and nostrils from the strong
fumes of ammonia. Chipess coolies
were Imported to Mo the work, and
many a poor devil, distracted from hi&
awful taak, dellberately jumped Into
the sea or down a chute into a ship's
hold filled with guano, the fumes of
which soon choked him to death. The
industry has about died out because the
supply Is nearly exhaustad, and the de-
mand is growing much less,

England Not om Map.

A British minister hag just been sent
to Bollvia, and this Is the first repre-
sentative England has had In that coun-
try for nearly 40 years. The last diplo-
matic agent sent there arrived at the
capital on a feast day-and immediately
appliad for an audience with the presl-
dent. It did not sult his majesty to
receive ministers on that particular day,
g0 hn sent word for the Englishman to
come around some other time. This re-
buff rather nettled British dignity, and
the president waa very murch surprised
to recelve a note a little later, saying
that the accredited representatives of
Great Britain were not accustomed to
being put off on pretexts by presidents
or anyone's else, Then the president
got ruffled, The upshot of the matter
was that the British minister was tled to
2 mule, head backwards, and driven out
of the country In this undignified atti-
tude.

When the outraged Englishman finally
reached a cable office, he communicated
the account of his 'woes to the Britlsh
forelgn office, The story goes that the
ofMcial In charge, without taking the
trouble to look up Bolivia's geographical
position, ordered a battleship to the
sceme to insist upon proper amends be-
Ing made for the insult. This |5 & great
joke, for the reason that Bolivia 8 an
inland country and has no port at all
When the British head of foreign af-
fairs got down his map to look up
Bollvia he took his pen and scratched a
line through It, thus severing all diplo-
matie connection with it. When the pres-
fdent of Bolivia heard of this, several
months afterward, he retaliated in smart
faghion. An American firm was getting
out some new geographies for Bolivia
and he wrota them: “Leave England
blank on maps in our school booksa."
This was many years ago, but there are
still many of these old geographles In
citculation which show no British red.

SHIPBUILDING OF .
WORLD LAST YEAR

According to published statisties of
last year's shipbuilding, the number of
vessels launched in the whole world was
2,441, with a tonnage of 2,679,631 and an
indicated horse-power of 2,12.48. For
1002 the number of vessels launched was
438, with a tonnage of 2,715,610 and an-
indicated horse-power of 2,017%M. More
than one-hglf the new tonnage of 1903
was produced within the Unlted King-
dom, England turning out §71 vessels of
704,205 tons, Scotland 362 vessels of 484,-
852 tons, and Ireland 25 vessels of 158,-
482 tons. With the exception of the
United Btates, no forelgn country
Jaunched an aggregate tonnage equal to
the Clyde alone, which built during the
year IT7 vessels of 444,850 tons. The sta-
tistics show that there were decreases
on the Clyde, the Tay, the Dee, the Tyne,
the Wear, the Tees, the Hartlepools, the
Thames, in Irsland, Germany, France
and Holland, and increases on the Forth,
the Mersey, the Humber, the English
channel, in the colonles, the Unlited
States, Russia, Norway and BSweden,
Italy, Austria, Hungary, Japan, Den-
mark, Belgium and China. The Clyde
decrense was not so serious as expected,
lzst year being a record year.
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FROFELLER DEVICE.

An Invention by George Lasher, a
local coppersmith, will be of Interest to
all mariners along the coast. It is a
marine engine governor, and has been
designed for the purpose of regulating
the speed of a propeller. In a storm
at sea the propeller is frequently thrown
above the surface nf the water, and as
no resistance is met with In such cases
it makes many unnecessary revolutions
a minute. As a result the shaft is put
at an enormous straln and the propeller
Itself ig frequently broken. There has
been w8 means of regulating this mat-
ter.

The Inventlon Is made entirely of cop-
per, and consists of a small standpipe
and alr pumps, to which are attached
an Ingenjous arrangement which con-
trols the speed of the propeller at all
times and under the most trying circum-
stances. A model which has just been
comploted has been subjected to a thor-
ough test, and proved more than satls-
factory to those who are Interested in
the device. The model will be shipped
to Ban Francisco tonight on the steamer
Oregon. It 1s Dbelng sent to Henry
Christie, a master mechanic In the em-
ploy of the Dollar line of steamers, who
will muoke practical experiments with
it . A. Ganty, Angus Gor and J.
Holteman of this ecity have assisted
In financing the project, and are con-
fident that it will prove a success and
supply a reasl “want,

For many yeurs Mr. Lasher, the In-
ventor, served in the United Btates
navy, and has had more or less experi-
ence with ships the greater part of his
life, - SBome time ago lis becamé cons
vinced that there were too many accl-
dents happening to vessels on account
of the constant and frequently unnec-
essary strain put upon the shafts and
propellers, and he set about the task of
discovering a means to overcome the
imperfection which exists,

EROKE A BEAFT,

While coming up ‘the river yesterday
the steamer Albany broke her shaft. It
is stated to be probable that a néew one
will have to be progured in the east,
and the stenmer will be tied up for
several ‘'weeks, The Albany belongs to
the Wastern Towing and Transportation
company, and of late has heen In com-
mission towing logs for the Portland
Lumber mill. Until the necessary re-
palrs are made to the vessel the No

onder of the Bbhaver line will tuke

place.
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It's like a magnet ---- draws

eople to your™ store.

It speaks for you by~ day~ and does
double duty at night, burning your name into
the public mind. There is nothing so effect-
ive as an ELECTRIC SIGN. It will tell
the people in a moment that you are up-to-
date. It will show your location at night.
It makes an impression that is not easily
extinguished; the public never forgets
where it saw anything that impressed them.

They are effective, economical,
convenient and tell the tale at the

proper time and place.

On flat or meter-basis. Special

rates made on term contracts.

Call on us and “we will
pleased to explain all details.
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