"X X7 HEN ] RAN away from home todhay 1 jes’ knew there was troublé
WY ahead. T went down to the wharf and saw a funny looking bont
1| The men said it was a boat, but it Thoked more like a whale. J
L " heard "em talking about going to find a Submarine Peasl Cave. whatever thas
~ F s “Can 1 go long, mister?" | asked. “Why, of course, kid™ they said.,

- ] Then they got down inside the !hmg’and shut the Tid. /.
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Y TRIED TO SHOUT for Betp, but aft 1 could say was, “Bubble, bubble,

' bubble.” | shut my cyes and thoughx it was ail over with Bessie Busy-
body, but it. wasn't. M’:u Water Spite whipped p the Wigglers and
w me into her chariot. When she touched me 1 opened my eves as if

magic. and found T fclt just os much ar home in the water as on the land
with me. Lintle Lady of the. World People.™ siid she, “and | will °
s

you to my eryital palace™

COUNTED AND COUNTED unril 1.¢ould Hardly see. He told
l' me | would have 1o kc:r that up the rest of my life. Now wasn't that
il

# cheeriul .ﬁb‘: enly-he shovred; “Look! What's that Black

' iy *hn
= HQI#\'-?""I -‘féﬂ”q) the bottom crazed with fright | looked, and saw

5
_ toming alnng toward ws 2 whalelike thing, but | disl not recognize the
W 'Suir::frin'c at biest. Xeposie! Thar's 1o’ what i was! Then | remembered
A how the Sibwsrine men bad ssid they were going to fund the Sunken Pearl
Lo fe s IR gk ] -

T AEN THE THING STARTED to move through the water.v They

couldn't fool me that easy. 1 jes’ jumped aboard the thing in a jiffy. .
They saill 1 could go. and'yau bet | wouldn't get feft. When we got out
sea the waves got higher and higher, and began to wash all over the boas
and me voon Ltried to get inside, bur the lid was screwed down,

BLLTMEBBE THAT Crystal Palace wasn't" the Fhest ever! The |
crystal walls gparkled like diamonds through the greenish wate,

The Fairy Fish Lady told ine | could stay there as long as | fiked, and could
do anything | pleased. with one esception. Thar was never to touch. or
aven go near to, a little old Rusty Chesr she showed me. “Well, if | donY
wry 1o see wha's i that chest. the st chance | get. ey name isn't Busp
body ! thoaght ) p :
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HEN 1 KNEW'1'WAS saved.” The boar stopped near us,and two
men-like things, with iron heads and big goggly eyes, came our of
he chegsebox and hurried toward us. When they saw mé chained up they
Tooked a0 if they would kill theyWicked Wizard, blit instead they took the

, «ollar off my neck and pur it around his, and chained hint up,
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UT THAT WASN'T the worst of it=no sir-ee! I hung for dear fife ro

the cheesebox on top of the boat. I knew 1 couldn’t srick muich longer,

and | began to wonder how | would feel being swallowed by a whale, like

Jonah. Then all of a sudden the Submarine—that's what they called it—
threw its tail up i the air and dove down, down, down,

AS SOON"AS'THE: Good Lady was out of ught 1 eried the fid and

found jt locked tight. Then | searched and scarched the whole palace

over, until a last | found the key and threw open the Iid to the Mysterious

Chest. Oh, why can’t 1 do as | am told ? v would keep me our of jes’ heaps

of trouble As soon as the lid was rawed there was 3 rumble of thunder

d » flash of lightning, and with a terrible roar our popped the Terribls
1zard of the Pearl Cave

HEN THEY GATHERED up scveral baskets of the, Precious Pearls
+ and carried them inside theﬂguhntrint. and thok me 1n with them.
After they shut the top they took off thewr diving helmers, and mebbe they
wasn't surprised when ahey saw it was me, the litde girl who had talked 10
them on the Swharf thrm% .-3&«1
seg thelr eyes bulge our, -+
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told "em my story you dugh to *

TURNED FIFTY somersaults as [ wag*drawn down:after it 1 could
see all kinds of fishes and slimy things as 1 humbled slowly over and
ovet, and kepr sinking all the time. Then 1 was so terribly sorry1 ran away, '
Wouldn't you be. ¢h? When I looked down 1 saw ¢ prety water sprite, o
fairy, or something”fike that, sailing along in a shell chariot hitthed up j

two funny Boking wigglers.
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_Hnmcnvz ME one ugly lagh. snd then whitked me out of e’

Crystal Palace and through the water so swiftly | didn't know what -
was doing. We shot into a long. narrow, cave, and at the end of it there
was a big heap of the Beaunfullest Pearls you ever heard of. Then the
Cruel Wizard pat_an fron Collar around my neck and Fastened it to a
chain. Then he sef me to work countiny; that big pile of pearls,
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EN'CHEY. SERVED a nice difer, and we started for. home and

. dry land again. l‘thuud\u I never wanted to see a péarl again, but
when the Bubmarine picked ot 3 dandy bag full 'of them and gave them toe |
me, mebbe | m\l glad to ger ‘em. We hid a dandy time sailing home

through the daep water, and soon were tanded at the pier we started from




